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E following Letters cvere dritten by my 


late Brother in anſcver to a Piece, eohich was. 


Hot. fent him from the Rev. Mr. John Weſley, 


by <oay of private Letter, containing ſome Re- . 


marks which that Gentleman had made on reading Ry 
Theron and Aſpaſio. When my Broiher had 

read it over, he thought it beſt to be filent, as 
it contained nothing 20/1 could materially affett 
_ his Judgment i mre gard to the Fork it cenſured : 


For this Reaſon, as well as for Peace Sake, be 
laid it by him unenſier ed —Mr. Weſley then 
publiſhed a Pamphlet, which he intitled, A Pre- 


ſervative againſt unſertled Notions in Re- 


ligion; in in which, he 85 inted the abc: Ve- mentioned 


* Letter. 


This my Brother holed upon as 4 15 22 on to. 


the Bar of the Public, and upon this Occaſion, in 
A Letter to à Friend, dated June 23, 750, 


WIS as s fo lo 


A 2 | EY [** My 


N E F A 85 E. 
e My 4 tear Friend 
ec T little thought, when : Put Mr. Weſt y's 
Tanuſcript into your Hon, that 1 92 "fee 
it in Print fo foen. I luck v:ry liitle Notice 


Fit, and ict it lie by me ſeveral Mouths, with- 
out giving it on attentive Co. * ſcderation *. Tt 
* ſeemed to me ſo palpably weak, dealing wily in 


Hoſilive - ferlions e . Den tale, Bt [ 
could not imagine he We /d adventure it into tbe 


For Id, without Very Þ I; 2 21 Alter ations. 51 | 
it is now come abroad, 7 jul as you received it, 


0 a two Shil 115; 99 { C11; ZFC , intilled A Preſer- 


1 bad fee Notions in Religion. 
Of thrs P Apr et what he hes wrote e 
me, mages only a ſmall Part. V aw then the 
5 Def ion is, whether I jpal! alle i to anſwer 

11 72 Give me your Opini:n, as you have 8 en 
me your Aſt? ence, and may the Father of 
Mercies give you an 5 of NMioccledęe and 


Utterance, of Peace and Jo 75 the Thly | 


' Ghoſt, 7 


Between this and the Ockober albu, 8, my 


Prother be 80 2 the Lellers contained in this Vo- 


lume, of 2041 os hz 4 hy 's {pears in another Letter 
| to his Fried d, dated October 24, 17 58, 


(ee My dear V. iend, 


| cc Let me repeat my Thanks far the Tr cable; 
I . have ta 8 85 and for” the Aff ance you 7 50 


RE g1% en 


* Afterwards he --read; it again, and gave it, what he 


calls in the Beginning of che l it Letter, “A car ae. 57 


P R E. F A 2 Ei | N 
ce giden ine in relation 10 my Contr OD 7 with 
«* My. Weſlcy; Je is ſo unfair in his Duotati- 
« ons, and ſo magiſterial in his Manner, 1 1 
wy find it no fnaut Difficulty, to preſerve the >» Dex 
« cency of the entleman, aud the K of 
«ibs Chriſtian, in my intended - laſeben: May 
® our divine Maſter cid me in both theſe Iu- 
© ances, or elſe not ſuffer me to wrile at all. 1 

Ii hen, in the December following, [w2s ſent 
for to Weſton, in the Very laſt l Pericd. of my 
Brother's long Tis 6 g him (the 1 
before | died) « [Det he would have done With 
« the Lelters to Mr, Wellev,  robether | he would 


: EL ours Shiv HD od hart ati 42.9 He 
ec Have then Flle. joed a 7 Fer bis Death? - He alt=. 
a * 4 AFOR e! : 3 3 i 5 oy ; 5 | 
e fewvereg— By hie means 8 je 52 4 on Frans 
5 7 LO 1 al 91tt wy 42 55 7 25615 2 755 4 FF os Teſs; Dit 


: SC | Fe 1 * „ 
&« g the Cor du Alletations of the latter. 


cc Part were 1200 3.19 Shert-1 2 
J ; | p i A p * 2 2 4 8 : '# 5 42 5 ; 7 TY 
0 difficult fo Ait 74 « 4 1, L461 tit CH, &/ DEC C N T6 
« the Short-Hand was ent! ren, andlothers 
ec ould not mare it out ; therefore, be, aid, A 
. . * 
cc it is not a e b ä f 
9 | | 6 +23 
& 20 more avout it. 
As thefe chere his 75 2 Or, 1, ers concerning theſe 
Letters, I the ught it right to 64% them, end 
| d] 2 an * — — 1 "GH 3 71 „ 
, 779 * . . Bn 
therefore I withPurd be repeated Gollicitations 
| 8 , 7 5 "hs | 
Y many of his Fri, ends, wwho 1 555 to pave 
Dem printed ;_ alledsins the Service they 
might be of to ellay the gr oundlefs Pie, ices, 
os th F 
mich 8 rej V. tive mis I ec {Ct 77 6 I G::. 
. * 
8 | 1116 
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vi PREFACE. 


Minds of many, againſt my Brother's other 2 rit- 
ings, as well as the Utility of them in general, as 
they contain ſo maſterly a Defence of © the Truth Mp 
* as it is in FESUS,” | . 
But, notwith banding the Regard I had PE 
the Perſons who ſolicited the Publication, I could 
not be perſuaded to print the Letters; and they 
never had appeared in Public with my Conſent, 
bad nut 4 a ſurreptitious Editor of them lately 
made its Way from the Preſs, and was 1 not un- 


der a firm a ep that will be followed by 
more. 


As this is the Ca 2, I think it my Duty to the 
Memory of my late Brother, to ſend forth as cor- 
ref on Edition as J pofjubly can; for as to that 
which has appeared (rom what Editor I know 
not) it is ſo faulty, and incorred, that but little 
Fudvment can be formed from it, of the Prop. iety + 
and Force 2. my Brother” oy ors to 3 
1 


As to the Unfairneſs 5 aubliing my Rerdher's 4. * 
Letters without my Conſent, and the Injuſtice to = 


his Memory, in ſending jo mangled a Performance 
cut under his Name, they are too apparent to need 
any Proof; and though the Editor, as I bave 
Deen informed, gave away the whole Impreſſion, ſo 
that it is plain, Lucre was not the Motive of his 
2 and 1 would char itably hope he did it 
20 4 Vie 50 Y f benefiting his Readers, yet it 15 ſo 


© | 3 like ; 


FP R E FAC E. vii 
like doing Evil, that Good may come, as, in 
my Opinion; to be quite unjuſtiſiable. 
However, as the only way now left to remedy i in 

fome Sort what has been done, and toprevent a fur- 
lber Impoſitionon the Publick, from worſe Motives 
than actuated this Publiſher, Ibave called a Friend 
to my Aſſiſtance, and by this Means, preſent the 
Reader with as perfect a Copy of theſe Letters, 
as can poſſibly be made out from the e Ma- 
nuſcript now in my Hands. 

That the Reader may judge more e clearly of the. 
State of the Controverſy between my late Brother 
aud Mr. Weſley, 1 have thought it right to ſub- 
join Mr. Weſley's Letter, V,, ord for . d, as it 
Fun de in the Preſervative. 0 


Dran SIR, = | : . 1756, 


Conſiderable Tire face: 1 ſent you a 
few haſty Thoughts which occurr'd to 
me on reading the Dialogues between Theron 
85 Aſpaſic. I have not been favour'd with. 
any Anſwer. Yet upon another and a more 
a Peruſal of them, I could not but ſet 
down fome obvious Reffeckions, whi ich I would. 
rather have communicated, before thoſe Dia- | 
| logues were publiſh'd. 
| 5 the Firit Dialogve there are mich 


and ſtrong Obſervations, winch may be  Þ 


U 


| vilt 


' Uſe to every ſerious Reader. In the Second, 


is not the Deſcription often too laboured, the 
Language too ſtiff, and affected? Vet the Re- 


flections on the Creation (in the 31ſt and fol- 
lowing Pages) make abundant Amends for 


this. (I cite the Pages according to the Dub- 


lin Edition, having v wrote the rough Draught 


of what follows, in Ireland. 


P. 39. Is Jaftification more or leſs, than 


' Gowv's jardoning and accepting a Sinner thro” 
the Merits of CHriſt? That Gop herein © rec- 
Fhons the Righteouſneſs and Obedience which 
bra performed as cur own” I allow, if by 
that ambiguous Exprefſion, you mean only as 
you here explain it yourſelf, « They are as 
effectual for obtaining our Salvation, as if they 


i Were our 0WN perſonal Qualifications,” 1 


P. 43. Wr are not ſolicitous, as to any 


varticaler Set of P/ raſes. Only let Men be 


humbled, as repenting Criminals at Chrift's 
Feet, let them rely as devoted Penſioners on 
his Merits, and they are undoubredly 1 in the 


Way to a bliſsful Immortality.” Then for 


Chrift s Sake, and for the Sake of the immortal 


Souls which he has purchaſed with his Blood, 

do not diſpute for that parlichlar Phraſe, The 
zmputed Righteonſaeſs of Chriſt. It is not ſerip- 

tural; it is not neceſſary. Men who ſcruple 


to uſe, Men who never heard the Expreſſion, 


may yet © be humbled, as repenting Criminals 
at his Feet, and rely as devoted Penſioners on 


his Merits.” But it has done immenſe Hurt. : 
[ have had abundant Proof, chat the frequent 
8 Vic of this unnecefary Phrale, inſtead of 


0 furthering 


2 


— — —. 


VVV 
Parden and Accertance of 


Is 


IX 


66: furthering Mens Progreſs SIN. PIER al! A0 inen 
has made them ſatisfied wit] e Holineſs. 


at all; yea and encouraged them t work all 
Uncleanneis with: Greedinefs, 


F. 45: To aſcribet ardon to Chris pg; 
Ave, 0 iſe to lis 277ve Rightcouſneſs, 
is fanciful rather than judicious, His univer— 
ſal Obedience from þ: „ Birth to his Death, 18 


the one Foundation of my H- CPE. 


To1s is unqueſtionably right. But if it be, 


there is no manner = N Fed, to make the ns. 


putation of his active Ri,; cou neſs, a ſeparate 


And laboured Head o c Diſco urſe. O that you 


had been Cote 85 vith this Plain ſcriptural 
Account, and ipared ſome of t! ue Saler 


and Letters th. t tolo! 


TE Third and Fourth Di jalogues contain 


an admirable Illuſcration anch C —0! EFmarion of 
the great Doctrine of Chr 38 art Sfaction, Let 
even here [obſerve a few Paiſages, which are 


liable to ſome E b 11, 
P. 54. © SarisFaction was made to the 


Divine N 16 do not renember any ſuch 
Expreſſion! in Scripture 3 ay of ſpeak- 


ing of the Law as a Poſer i:jarcd and to be 
1 ige d, ſeems hardly |ctenfible; =, 5 
P. 74. IHE Death ol Chriftprocured the 
Bellevers, even be- 
fore He came im the Fleh. Vea, and ever 


ne 1 iT 1 174A...” 11 K A —— * 1 ** Fl 11d 
N S. 1 118 W 411 11 217 * Fa 1420 3.4 


%%. Roos Jo Ing ago 
ve conte end TOF-AaAYy ing more.! „ 
| CE DS. oO Nl a SPE TATA a fus % 1 
. 1 20. 98 A 4.8 use D.. 110 > 4 LS O. n New 
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ly they are, And aft Ra If this Has Sen fully 


3 


x 


proved, where is the Need, where is the Uſe, 
of contending ſo ſtrenuouſp, for the Imputa- 


lion of his Righteouſneſs, as is done 1 in the F ifth 
and Sixth Dialogues? 


P. 135. Ir He was our Subſtitute as to 


penal Sufferings, why not, as to Juſhifying Obe- 


dience? 


Tus former is polls afſerted in Scrip- 


ture. The latter is not expreſsly aſſerted there. 


P. 145. As Sin and Miſery have abounded 


through i firſt Adam, Mercy and Grace have 


much more abounded through the ſecond.” S 


that none can have any Reaſon to complain.” 5 


No, not if the ſecond Adam died for all. 
Otherwiſe all for whom He did not die, have 


great Reaſon to Dep Jain. DAE they inevita- 

bly fall by the firſt Ade un, Vo without any Til 5 

from the ſecond. 

* Tur whole vorld of Believers” 
is an Expreſſion which never occurs in Scrip- 


ture: Nor has it any Countenance there: The 


World in the inſpired Writings being con- 
ſtantly taken either in an univerſal or in a bad 


Senſe: Either for the whole of Mankind, or 
for that Part of them who know not on. 
P. 149. © Ix the Lorb ſhall all the Houſe 

of Ifrael be juſtified.” It ought unqueſtionably 


to be rendered, © By or thr ough the LORD: : 
This Argument therefore proves nothing. 


e complete n Him. The Words lite. 


rally rendered, are, Jeare filled with Him. And 
the whole Paſſage, as any unprejudiced Reader 
may obſerve, relates o San ckification, not 
Juſtification. 


P. 150. 


. oo ne nn EE OO —_ ec p 
7 89 ” + — . 
8 . . 
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fies us, is already 070g ht l. A. crude 


* 


Kt 
P. 150. © Tuxv are accepted for Chriſt's 
Sate; this is Juſtification through imputed 


| Righteouſneſs.” That remains to be proved. 
Many aliow the former, h cannot allow the 


latter. 
Theron. © I sEE no Occaſion for ſuch nice 
Diftinicns end metaphyſical Subtleties. 


7 1 | Aſp. You oblige us to make Ule of them 


by confounding theſe very different Ideas, 
that is, CHriſt's active and 88 Righteouſ- 


nels.” 


I axswER, We do not cenfornd theſe: But 


neither do we /eparate them. Nor have we 
| any . Authority from Scripture, for eith-r think = 
ing or f, neakingof one ſeparate from the other. 
And this W hole Debate on one of them 1 fepa»- 


rate from the other, is a mere metaphyſ c 


: Subt! ety. 


i cc Tok Righ teouſneſß whi ich juſti- 


% » bs 


unſcriptural Expreſſion | «It was ſet on Foot, 
carried on, compleates 1 ty Vain Philoſophy ! ö 
The plain Yruth 1 IS Chri/* lived and Fa, 


Death fer « o7) ry 4 Han. Arid through the Nie : 
rits of h is Life ind Cog % every Bel: ever IE 


jut ſtified. 


PE. <a « © WHotvEer berverts ſo glorloas : 
a Doctrinc, ſhews he never believed.” Not 


10. They who zu vere a5 4 Dog 10 the L. 
55 mit. I 100 0 CE cal wed ta? Ton „et of the ior 4 
by the ; Kube ve 6f Cori | 


P. 153. T [i Goodhef of Goo ade 


10 Repent ance.” This is Un queſtionatly true. 


edu LEI 


But the pice, tp. 40 Doari ne of rute 
1 | Kigbtecu- 2995 


1 


Kli 


Righteouſneſs, leads not to Repentance, but to 


Licentiouſneſs. 
F. 4. Tux Believer cannot ut add to 


his Faith, Works of Righteouſneſs.“ During 
his farit Lore this is often true. But it is 


not true afterwards, as we know and feel by 


melancholy Experience. 


Pi. 155. We no longer obey, 1 in order to 
lay the Foundation for our final Acceptance,” 

No: That Foundation 1s already laid in the 
Merits of Chriſt. Yet we ovcy, in order to 


our final Acceptance thro” his Merits, And 


in this Seiiſe, by obeying we Jay a good I'oun- 


dation, that we may attain elena! Life. 


P. 156. « WE eftabljh the Leco: We pro- 
vide for its Honour, by the perfect Obedience 


of Chriſt.“ Can you poſſibly think St. Paul 
meant this? That ſuch a Thought cer entered 
into his Mind? The plain Meaning is, We 
eſtabliſh both the true Senſe and the effectual 


Practice of it: We provide for its being both 

underſtood and practiſed in its full Extent. 
P. 157. On thoſe who reject the Atone- 

ment, juſt Severity.” Was it ev er poſlil le for 


them, not to re} jcct it? If not, how is it jutt, 
To caſt them into a Lake of Fire, for not do- 

ing what it was impoſtbl. they ould do? 

Would it be juſt (make it your o Cale) to 


calt you into Hell, for not touching He :aven 


with your Hand! JP 


. 169. „ Tyus7IFICATION is 2 to the 


firſt Moment we believe, and 1 is inc: Capable of _ 
g e on. 


Nor 


Kili 
for fo: There may be as many Degrees it in 
he #avour as in the Image of Gop. 
P. 190. 87. 1 often mentions a 
Riontcouſnefs imp /: (Not a Righteouineſ 
never once; bur imply wo ec VV Hat 
Can this be, but 0 ixighteouſne/s of Chriſt? 
He tells vou himſelf, . iv. 6. 7 Him 1! mat 
 believeth on Flizn | e the Un ad, Faith 
is impated for Righteouſneſs. © Why is Chriſt 
ſt1t- 0. eh vad our Right 0 . . Becauſe 1 we 
are bot h jultified and ſanctified thro? Him. 


P. 19. My Death, the Cauſe of their 
Forg! veneſs, MyRighteoutnets, the Groundof 
their Accept ance.” 


How does this agree with P. 45. 10 af: 
eribe Pardon to CH peſioe, Eternal Life to 
his 47 iceRig ghteoutnels, isfanci tulrather taan 
judicious. 
e T7 He commends ſuch Kinds 7 
Renaficencs ongy as were Exerciſed to a Diſci- 
ple as ſuch.” Is not this a Slip of the Pen? 
Will not our Logp then commend, and re- 
wary e erna 2 al 1 i Benet ence, pro- 
vided the, Rowd from a Principle of loving 
Faith; Lea, t iat Which Was cxereiſed to a2 
8a naritan, 2 le, a Turk or an He: then? 
Even theſe; I would not terme“ tranſfent 
Bubbles,” rao” the Chas? of ocure our Juſtifi- 
cation. 5 
197. 00 How muſt. our Righteouſneſs 
- PKCET 4 that of the Scribes and Phariſees? Not 
only! in being ſincere, but in Poſſeſfine a come 
plete Kighteoul ſneſs, even that of CHriſt.“ Did 
our Lozb mean this! Nothing lets, He ſpe- = 
7 eities 


5 I — N I” 
— ——— hat. Adin 


xiv 


cifies in the following Parts of nis Sermon, 


the very Inflances wherein the Righteouſneſs 


of a Chriſtian excceds that of the Scribes and 
Phariſoes, - 


P. 198. © He brings this ſpecious 5 5 


crite to che Teſt,” How does it appear, that 
he was an Hypecrite? Our Lorp gives not 


the leaſt Intimation of it. Surely He lν,j ö 


Him, not for his Hypocriſy, but his Sincerity ! 


YET he loved the World, and therefore 


could not keep any of the Commandments in 

their ſpiritval Meaning. And the keeping of 

theſe is undoubtediy che May to, tho not tage 
Cauſe, of Eternal Liſe. 


P. 200. By Works / bi Faith + be 


felt: appeared to be true.“ No: The natural 


Senſe ot the W. ord 18, By the Nee ed 55 


literally wade per; fee. i 


Leid. He that doeth e is righ- ; 


: an a the 1 Pruthof his Converſion.“ 
Nay; the plain Meaning is, He alone 75 oy. 
a rigbleous, whoſe Faith worketh by Love. 


P. 201. © St, James {peaks of the Fuſri- 


5 fication of cur Faith.” Not unleſs you mean 
by that odd Exprefiion, our Laith being made Y 
perfect: For ſo the Apoltie explains his own 
Meaning. Perhaps the W. ord jufti ed is once 

uſed by St. Paul for manifeſed. But that does 


a 


not prove, it is to be 7 underſtood here. 


P. 202. Wnoso derb theſe Things fh“ 


| never fell into total Ap oſtaſy.“ How pleaſing - 
is this to Fleſh and Blood! Put David lays no 


| fued Thing. His Meaning iS, I hoſo aveth 


togſe 


th:ſe J. hings to the End /þall never fall in into 
Hell. 
ITI Seventh Di. e is full of i important 
Truths. Yet ſom: Expreſſions | in it TI cart 


commend, 


P. 216.-*- Ons Thing thou lackeh, the im- 
puted Righteouſneſs of . Tou cannot 
think, this is the Meaning of the Text. Cer- 

mainly. the one Thing our Lonp meant was, 
The Love of Goo. This was the Thing he 
lacked. 


P. 222. Is the Oi of Chrif int 


cient to accompliſh our Juſtification ?' Rather 


1] would aſk, Is the Death of Chriſt inſufficient . 
to purchaſe te 
FP. 226. © TE Saints | in u Glory aſcribe, the 
| avhole of their Salvation to the Blood of the 
Lamb.“ So do 1: And yet I believe He 
NE obtained for all a Pofibiiity of Salvation.“ 


P. 227, Tux Terms of Acceptance for © - 
> fallen Man were a full Sa tisfation tothe Divine 
| Juſtice, and a complete Conformity to the Divine 


. Law. This you take for granted; but 1 
cannot allow. 

IHE Terms of A cceptance for fallen Man e 
are Repentance and Failb. Kepent 3 2 and Le- = 

5 lieve the Goypet. . 


bid. TRERE are but Two Methods : 


* whereby any can be juttified, either by : a per- | 


ell Obedience to the Law, or beo ule Chriſt 
hath kept the Law in our ſtead.” "08 ſhould _ 


ſay, % Or by Faith in Chriſt. 2 then an- . 
ſwer, This is true. And fallen Man i is ſuſti- 


Bod not 7 pe fe Obedience but by Faith. 


. hat 5 


XVI 
What Chi has done is the Foundation of our 
Juſtification, not the Term or Condition of it. 
In the Eighth Dialogue likewiſe there are 
many great Truths, and yet ſome 'T hings lia- 
ble to Exception. 

. David GOD Hicſelf Aigoites : 
with the moft ed ted of all Characters.“ Far, 
very far from it. We have more exalted Cha- 
racters than David's, both in the Old Teſta- 
ment and the New. Such are thoſe of Samuel, 
Daniel, Yeu and Job, in the former, of St, 
Paul and St. John in the latter. 
Br Gov ſtiles him & Man after his own 
Heart.” This 1s 15 Text which has cauſed 
many to miſtake: For want of conſidering, 
Firſt, that this is [ad id of David in a particular 
KReſpe#, not with Regard to his whole Cha- 
rater : Secondly, 1 he” lime, at which it was 
ſpoken. When was David a Man after Gop's 
_ own Heart? Ii hen Gor four 4 bim following the 
 Ewes #1 eat with 2 cung, Wien He took hi: nf om 


Ihe 9 Polas, Pf. lxxix. 71, It was in the 2d 


or 3d Year of Sau!'s Reign, that Samuel ſaid to 
him, The LORD hath ſought 7 tim a Man after 
bis own Heart, aud bath commanded h1;n to be 


Captaii: over his I eopie, 1 HE CV 


Was he 2 Man e fer GOD'S « Heart. all his 5 | 
Life? Or in all Particulars ? 80⁰ far from it, 
that we have few more exceptionable Cha- 
racters, among all che! len. of God recorded - 
in Seripture. : 
„F. 261. FHER = is wot a 140 Man upon 
Earth that finneth ni.“ Solomon might truly 
ſay fo, betore Chr! came, | And St. John 

| 5 — might 


„ xvii 
might after He came ſay as truly, N hſoever is 
Zorn of Gor finneth not. But in many Things 
doe offend all.“ That St. James does not ſpeak 
this of himlelr, or of rea] Chriſtians, will clearly 
appear, to all who POE conlider the 
Context. 

Tur ninth Dialogue proves excellently well, 
That we cannot be juftif; -4 by our JYorks. 
Bor have you thoroughly conſidered the 

Words 8 occur in the 270th Page? 
© Q CrnLnREN of Adam, you are no longer 
obliged, 0 1 558 Gov with all your Strength, 
nor your Neighbour as yourſelves. Once in- 

deed L infil Hed upon abſolute Purity of Heart: 
och I can diſp aſe with ſome Dceerces of evil 
Defire, Since Chriſc“ —has fulfilled the Law 
for you, « You need not fulfil it. I will con- 
nivè at, yea e my Demands co your 
Weakneſs 
IaAeREE with ou, That e 118 Doarine 

makes the Holy One of Gop a Minitter of 
Sin.“ And is it not vour own? Is not this 
the very Doctrine which you ſpouſe through- : 
out your Zook ? 

 TeannvT but except to ſeveral Paſſages al- 
40 in the Tenth Dialogue. I afk Firſt, 
5 291. Dots the Riehtecuſne/s of God 
ever mean (as you affirm) e The Merit: of 1 
Christ?“ { believe not once in al :IcheScripture, 


7 
- 


illa 7 95 


"wt often means, and particularly in the Epiſtle 
to the Romans, Gob's Method of juſtifying Sin- 

ners. W hen therefore you ſay, 
„ Tur Righteouſneſs of 3 
means, luch A Righteouſneſs as may jultly | 
LL challenge 


8 . 


3 
1 
/ £2 
* 
* 
5 
: 
1 
1 
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5 challenge his Acceptance,” cannot allow it 
at all: And this capital Miſtake muſt needs 
lead you into many others. But I TOW you : 
Step by Step. 1 5 

Bid. © In order to intitle us to a Reward, 5 

there muſt be an Imputation of Righteouſ- 


neſs.” There muſt be an Intereſt in Chrif. And 


then every Man ſhall receive his 0WN Keward, . 
according to his own Labour. 


P. 293. © A REBEL may be forgiven, with- 
out being reſtored to the Dignity of a Son.” 


ARebel againſt an earthly King may; but not 
a Rebel againſt Gop. In the very fame Mo- 

ment that Gop forgives, we are the Sons of 
_ Gon. Therefore this is an idle Diſpute. For 
Pardon and Acceptance, though they may be 
diſtinguiſhed, cannot be divided. The Words 
of Job which you cite are wide of the Queſtion. 
Thoſe of Solomon prove no more than this, 
(and who denies it?) That Juſtification | im- 
5 plies both Pardon and Acceptance. 


P. 295. © Gracs reigneth thro” Righteoufs 


7 veſs unto eternal Life, — That is, The free Love 
of Gop brings us through Juſtification and 
Sanctification to Glory. Vid. That they 
may receive Forgiveneſs and a Lot among the 


Sanctifſied: That is, That they may receive 


Pardon, Holineſs, Heaven. 


Ibid. Is not the e ede by the 5 


| Death of Chriſt, ſufficient to obtain both our 
mall Pardon and final Happineſs ?” Unqueſti- 8 
onably it is, and neither Of the Texts you cite - 

it paves the contrary's „ 


r. 296. 
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5 ia oa 17 it was requiſite for Chriſt to 
be baptized, much more to fulfil the Moral 
Law.” 
I cannot pro ove that either the one or the 
Other was requilite iz order to his purchaſing 
Redemprion for us 
P. 297. © By Chrift's Sofferi ings alone, the 
Law was not ſatisfied.” Tes it was; for it 
required only the alternative, Obey or Die. It 
required no Man to obey and die too. Tf any. 
Man had perfectly obey'd, he would not hav: 


died. Did. Where Scripture alcribes tbo 


whole of our Salvation to the Death of Chrif, 
a Part of his Humiliation is put for the v4 ole.” 
I cannot allow this without ſome Proof. Ie 
was obedient unto Death is no Proof at all ; as 
it does not neceſſarily imply any more, than 
that He died in Obedience to the Father. In 
ſome Texts there is a Weceſjity of taking 4 
Part for the Whole. Bur | in theſe there! is no 
ſuch Necelſity. 1 
P. 300. CHRIST undertook to do every 
Thing neceſſary for our Redemption: Name- 
ly, in a Covenant made with the Father. 'Tis_ 
ture; He did every Thing neceſſary: But how 
does it appear, that He under took this, before 
the Foundation of the World, and that by a 
poſitive Covenant between II. im and the F a- 
cher! 5 5 
Lou think this appears fon four Texts, 
1. From that, Thou gaveſt them to Me. Nay, 
when any believe, tbe Father gave them to 


( riſt. But this proves no ſuch previous Con- 


+ tract. 2. Gob hath laid pon Him the ig 
Ds A 2 OO - ties 
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ties of us all. Neither does this prove any wen 
Thing. 3. That Expreſſion, The Counſel of 
Peace ſoall be between them, does not neceſſarily 
imply any more, than that both the Father 
and the Son would concur in the Redemption of 
Man. 4. According to the Counſel of his Mill. — 


-- That is, In the Way or Method He had choſen. 


Therefore neither any of theſe Texts, nor all 
of | them, prove what they were brought to 
prove. They do by no Means prove, "That 
there ever was any ſuch Covenant made be- 
tween the Father and the Son. 
P. 301. THE Conditions of the Covenant: 
are recorded. Lo, I come to do thy Will,” 
Nay here is no Mention of any Covenant, nor 
any Thing from which it can be inferr'd. 
5 The Recompence ſtipulated in this glorious 
Treety.”—But I fee not one Word of the 
Treaty itſelf, Nor can I poſſibly allow the 
T xiſtence of it without far other Proof than 
this. Lid. Another Copy of this gr and 
= Treaty | is recorded 1/aiah xlix. from the 5 ſt to 
the ixth Verſe.” I have read them, bur can- 
not find a Word about it, in all thoſe Verſes. 
They contain neither more nor leſs than a Pre- 
diction, of the Salvation of the Gentiles. 
P. 302. By che Covenant of Works, 
Man was bound to obey in his own Perſon.” 
And fo he is under the Covenant of Grace; 
though not in order to his Juſtification, “ The 
i Obedie nce of our Surety is accepted inftead of 
"OUT" 4 vn.” This is neither a fate nor a Scrip- 
tural * ay of banda. 4 would ſimply ſay, 
+ We | 
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We are accepted thro' the Beioved, Me have Re- 
demption thro" his Bebcod. 

P. 303. Tx Second Coven ant was not 
ma te with Ada, or any of his Poſterity, but 
wit Chriſt in thoſe Words, The Seed of the 
Woman fha'l bruiſe the Serpent's Head,” For 

any Authority you have from theſe W 'ords, 
vou might as well have ſaid, It was made with 
the Holy Ghoſt, Theſe Words were not 
ſpoken to Chriſt, but of Him, and give not 
5 Ss leaſt Intimation of any fuch Covenant as 
you plead for. They manifettly contain, if 
not a Covenant made with, a Promiſe made 
to Adam and all his Poſterity. 5 
Pe. 303. Cngisr, we fee, undertook to | 
execute the Conditions.” We ſee no ſuch 
Thing in this Text. We ſee here only a Pro- 

mile of a Saviour, made by Gon to "Man. 
id. Tis true, I cannot fulfil the Con- 
ditions.“ Tis not true. The Conditions of 
the New Covenant are  Repent and believe. 
And theſe you can fulfil, thro? Chr 7 ſtrength- 
ening you. is equally true, this is not 

required at my Hands.” It is equally true, 
- that 35; abſolutely falle. And moic dange- 
roully falſe, If we allow this, Antinomian- 
iſm comes in with a full Tide. © CH riſt has 
perform'd all that was conditionary for me.“ 
Has he repented and believed for you? You en- 
deayour to evade this by ſaying, “ He per- 
form'd all that was conditionary in the Covenant 
of Works.” This is nothing to the Purpoſe, for 
we are not talking of thar, but of the Covenant 
of Grace, Now he did nor perform all chat 
NED > 2-3 „„ WAS 
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was cenditicnas) in this Covenant, unleſs He 
repented and believed. But He did un- 
ſpeakably more.“ I. may be ſo. But He 
did not do this. | 
T Chriſt 5 per feet Obedience a 
be Our's, we have no more Need of Pardon 
than Chriſt Himſelf.” The Conſequence is 
good. You have ſtarted an OWeckion⸗ ; WC 
you cannot anſwer. You lay indeed, Les, 
we do need Pardon; for in many Tings © 
offend all” What then? If his Obedience be 
Our's, we ſtill perfe#1y obey in Him. 
Pe. 30g. © Born the Branches of the Law, 
; the Preceptive and the Pena!, in the Caſe of 
Guilt contracted, muſt be ſatisfied.” Not ſo. 
* Chriſt by his Death alone, (ſo our Church 
| des) fully ſatisfied for the Sins of the whole 
World.“ The ſame great '{'ruth is manifeſtly 
taught in the 31ſt Article. ls it therefore 
fair, is it honeſt, for any one to plead the 
Articles of our Chu; ch in Defence of Abſo- 
lte Predeſtination ? Secing the 17th Article 
5 barely defines the Term, witliout either affirm- 
ing or denying the Thing: Whereas the 3iſt 
EE totally overthrows and razes it from che 
Foundation. : 
Jbid. © BELIEVERS who are notorious 
1 en 175 Themſelves, have a ſinleſs Obe- 
dience in Cbriſt.“ O Siren Song! Pleaſing 


Sound, to James HM pec 40 9. / Themas I liains ! 
James Keiley! ? 


I KxNow not one 8 in the Fleventh . 


Dialogue, which is liable to Exception: But 
at grand Doctrine of Chriſtianity, Origi- 


nal 
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nal Sin, i is therein proved by irrefragable Ar- 
guments. 

Tu Twelfth likewiſe is unexceptionable, 
and contains ſuch an Illuſtration of the Wiſ- 


dom of Gov, in the Structure of the Human 


Body, as 1 believe, cannot be parallel'd, in 
either Antient or Modern Writers. f 
Tur former Part of the Thirteenth Dia- 
logue is admirable. 5 0 the latter I have 
ſome Objection. 

VOL. II. F. A4. Eli ab failed | Ty his Reſig- 
nation, and even Moſes Fake unadviſedly with 


his Lips.” It is true: But if you could like— 
wiſe fix ſome Blot upon venerable Samuel and 


beloved Daniel, it would prove nothing. For 
no Scripture teaches, That the Holineſs of 
Chriſtians is to be meaſured by that of any Jew, 
P. 46. © Do not the e of Men frequently 
feel Diſorder in their Aﬀections ? Do not they 


often complain, When I would do Good, Evil © , 


is preſent with me?” I believe not. You and 
I are only able to anſwer for ourſelves. © Do 
hot they ſay, Wie groan being burthen'd,—with 
the Workings of inbred Corruption?” You | 
know, this is not the Meaning of the Text. 


The whole Context ſhews, the Cauſe of that 


Groaning was their loaging to be with Chrilt, 
P. /. EI Cure” of Sin “e will be per- 


fected in Heaven.“ Nay ſurely, in Paradiſe, 
il no ſooner, © This is a noble Prerogative 
of the Beatific Viſion.” No: It would men >; 


come too late. If Sin remains in us 'till the 


--- Day of: Judgment, it will remain for ever. 


BE. Our Preſent Bleſſedneſs does not conſiſt in 
N os being 


g 
| 
} 
'| 
| 
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being free from Sin.” U really think it does. 


But whether it does or no, if we are nor free 
rom Sin, we are not Chriſtian Bclievers, For 


to all theſe the Apoſtle declares, Being made 
free from Sin, ye are become the Servants f 


= Righteouſneſs, Rom. vi. 18. 


« F we were perfect 1 in piety (St. John's 
Word is, Per ſect in Love) Chrif's Prieſtly Of- 


fice would be ſuperſeded.“ No: We ſhould. 
Mill need his Spirit (and conſequently his In- 


terceſſion) for the Continuance of that Love 


from Moment to Moment. Beſide, we ſnould 
ſtill be encompaſt with Infirmities, and liable 
oy Miſtakes, from which Words or Actions 
might follow, even though the Heart was all 
Love, which were not exactly right. There 
fore in all theſe Reſpects, we mould ſill have 
Need of Chrif's Prieſtly Office: And there- 
fore as long as he remains in the 1 5 the 
greateſt Saint may lay, _ 


Every Moment, Lord, I need 
The Merit of thy Death. 


The Text cited from Exodus afierts nothing 


leſs than, That lniquity £6 cleaves! LO ) all our r holy 
| Thing VVV 


F. 48. Six remains, That the Righte- 


ouſneſs of Faith may have its duc Honour.” 


And will the Righteouſneſs ol Faith have its 
due Honour no longer than Sin remains in us? 


Then it muſt remain, not only on Earth and 


in Paradiſe, but in Heaven alſo— And the. 


Sanctification of the Spirit its proper Efteem,”--- 
Would it not have more Eficem, it it were a 


- Joe Work?” 


- 6 ; C i þ {4 '& 
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Bid. « IT (Sin) will make us lowly in our 


55 


own Eyes.“ What, will Pride make us low- 
ly? Surely the utter Deſtruction of Pride, 
would do this more eftectually, © It will 
make us compaſſionate. Would not an en- 
tire Renewal in the Image of Gop make us 
much more ſo? © It will teach us to admire 
the Riches of Grace. ea, but a fuller . 
perience of it, by a thorough Sancti fication of 
. Spirit, Soul and Body, will make us admire it 
more. It will reconcile us to Death.” 
Indeed it will not: Nor will any Thing do 
this, like perfect Love. | ; 
Tn TS Ir will endear the Blood and In- 
terceſſion of Chrif.” Nay, theſe can never be 
ſo dear to any, as to thoſe who experience 
their full Virtue, who are led with the Frlneſs 
, Gop. Nor 305 any, ce feel their continual 
Need” of Chi}, or, © rely on Him” in the 
Manner v. hich. theſe do. 
DIALOGUE 14. FP. 57 Tur 8 of 


the Law are all! anſwered.” It o, Count 


Zinzendorf is abſolutely in the right: Neither 
God nor Man can claim my Obedience to it. 5 
Is not this Antinomianiſin without a Maſk ? 

„ « Vov Sins arc expiated thro the 
: Death of C br, and a Kighteoujneſs given you, 

: by which you have free Acceſs to Gob.“ This 
is not Scriptural Language. I would fimply 
ſay, By him <ve have Act to-the Father. 
5 THERE are many other Expreſſions in this 
Dialogue, to which I have i 
namely, 1. That they are Unſcriptural, 2. 
N they Aire lead ˖0 Antinomianifm. 


» ur 
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Tux F irſt Letter contains ſome very uſeful 
Heads of Self- Examination. In the Second, 
----P> 91. 1 KEAD, There is a Righteouſneſs 
which ſupplies all that the Creature needs. 
To prove this momentous dead. 18 the Deſign 
5 of the following Sheets.“ 8 
I nave ſeen ſuch terrible Effects, of this 
vnſcriptural Way of Speaking, even on thoſe. 
 eoho had once clean eſcaped from the Pollutions of 
the World, that I cannot but earneſtly wiſh, 
you would ſpeak no otherwiſe than do the 
Oracles of Gob. Certainly this Mode of Ex- 
Preſſion is not momentous. 151 is always dangerous, ; 
often fatal. 25 


LETTER III. P. 93. Where Sin abounded, 


Grace did much more abound : That as Sm had 


reign'd unto Death, ſo might Grace the free 
Love of GoD—reign thro” Righteouſneſs, thro' 


3 our Juſtification and Sanctification, ant eternal 


Life, Rom. v. 20, 21. This is the plain na- 5 
40 Meaning of the Words. It does not ap- 


pear, that one Word is ſpoken here about n. 


pPaouted Righteouſneſs : Neither in the Paſſages ci- 


| ted in the next Page, from the Common-Prayer = 


and the Article. In the Homily likewiſe that 5 


Phraſe is not found at all, and the main Streſs 
is laid on Christ's ſhedding his Blood. Nor is the 


135 Pbraſe (concerning the Thing, there is no Queſ- EO 
tion) found in any Part of the Homilies. 


P. 101. Ir the Fathers are not explicit 
5 with Regard to the Imputation of active Righ- 
teouſneſs, they abound in Paſſages Which 


5 evince the Subſtitution of Chriſt in our Stead : 5 
MT Paſſages which diſclaim all Pependence on any 


Duties 5 
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Duties of our own, and fix our Hopes wholly 


on the Merits of our Saviour. When this is 


the Caſe, Tam very little ſolicitous about any 
particular Forms of Expreſſion.” O lay alide 


1 chen choſe queſtionable, dangerous Forms, and 5 


keep cloſely to the Scriptural. 


LETTER IV. P. 106. The Authority of . 


our Church and of thoſe eminent Divines,“ 
does not touch thoſe particular Forms of Ex- 
 prefſion : Neither do any of the Texts which 
you afterward cite. As to che Doctrine we are 
| agreed. 
bid. Tas Ri e Go fgnifies, 
=, the Righteouſneſs bien God-Man wrought 
e No. It ſignifies God's Method of 
juſtifying Sinnes. ; 
P. 107. © TEE Victims figured the Dxpia- 
tion by Chriſt's Death, the cloathing with 
Skins, the /mputation of his Righteouſneſs, wo 
That does not appear. Did not che One rather 


figure our Funes, the other, our Sancti- 


fication ? 
P. 109. Al uosr every Text e in this 


7 and the following Letter, in ſupport of that 


particular Form of f Expreſſ ion, is diſtorted above 
Meaſure from the plain, obvious Meaning, 


Which is pointed out by the Context. [ ſhall 5 


inſtance in a few, and juſt ſer down their 8 


Meaning, without any farther Remarks. 
— 19 2 unto Man his Uprightneſs. To con- 
5 vince him of Go: sJuſtice, in ſo puniſhing him. 1 
P. 110. HE Hall receive the Blefſing—Par- 
don from the Lok p and Ricbteonſnefi—Holie 


1 5 neſs. Aron the Sor of PIs PEE tes Goo 
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ho ſaveth kim both from the Guilt and from . 


the Power of Sin. 
P. 111. I witL make Mention of thy Righ- 


_ egeouſneſs only. — Of thy Mercy. So the Word 
freq [ently means in the Old Teſtament. 80 
it unqueſtionably means in that Text, In (or 
by) ty Righteouſneſs ſhall they be exalted. 


. 112. Son Hall be redeemed with Judg- 


nen! —after ſevere Puniſhment—azd her on- 
wverts with Righteouſneſs—with the tender Mer- 
cy of Gov, following that Puniſhment. 


Fo £44. Is (7 thro) the Lorb 1 have 


Righteouſneſs and $:rensth, Juſtification and 
Sanctification. He hath clothed me with the 
_ Garmeuts of Salo lion, 5 me from the 
Guilt and Power of Sin: Both of which are 
again expreſt by, He . cover 4 me with the 
Robe of Nha ole 05 To i 


P. 114. My Kig eee Mercy— a 


72 hall not be aboliſhed 


F. 116, To ale Reconciliation 1 fer Iniquity — 5 


to atone for all our Sins and io Hing in ver- 
laſting Righteouſuc, 5, ſpotleſs Holineſs into our 
Souls. And this Right eouſneſs is not luman, ü 
but Divine. It is the Gifr and the Work 8 


Gov. 


P. 117. Tas Lonp ur Righteouſnej 8 


The Author both of our Juſtificat. on and 
Sanctification. 


P. WHAT Righteouſneſs ſhall give 


0 us Peace at the laſt Day, Inherent or Im- 


puted?“ Both. Chrif died for us and lives 


in us, That we may pave Soong in twe Day of 
; deen, 5 | | 


Herres 
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ILTTTR V. P. 1 31. 7 bat have obtain'd like 
precious Faith thro? the Righteouſneſs the Mer- 
cy - our LorD. Seek ye the Kingd:im of GoD 
and his Righteov //neſs—the Holineſs which 
ſprings from Gop reigning in you. = 
P. 132. THEREIN 7s 5 revealed the Riohteouf 
neſs of Gop—Gob's Method of Ae 
Sinners. 
ES 135- 2 wy We eftabliſh the Law, as we ex- 
pect no Salvation without a perfect Confor- 
mity to it yamely, by Ci.“ Is not this 
a mere Quibble ? And a Quibble, which after 
all the labour'd Evaſions of Miiſius and a thou- 
ſand more, does totally make void the Law 2 
But not fo does St. Paul teach. According 
to him, without Holineſs, perſonal Holineſs, vo 
Man fhall ſee the Lokd. None who is not 
himſelf conform'd to the Law of Gob Nat : 
ſhall fee the Lord in Glory. 1 
Tuis is the grand, palpable Objedtion 1 
that whole Scheme. It directly makes void the 
Law. It makes Thouſands content to hve 
and die Trap? ears of the Law, becauſe Chriſt 
fulfilled it for them. Therefore, tho' I believe, 


He hath lived and died for me, yet I would - 


| ſpeak very tenderly and ſparingly of the for- 
mer, (and never, ſeparately from the latter) 
even as ſparingly as do the Scri iptures, for fear 


ok this dreadful Conſequence. 


P. 138. FRE Gift of Ri: gbteouſreſs mult 
ſignify a Righteouſuels not their own.” Yes, 
it ſignifies. the Righteouſneſs or Holineſs, 5 


ES which Gop gives to and works } in them. 


3 5. 


" iſ 


P. 139. © TE Obedience of one is Chriſt's 


actual Performance of the whole Law.” So 
here his Paſſion is fairly left out ! Whereas 
his becoming obedient unto Death, that is, dying 
for Man, 1s certainly the chief Part, if not 
the whole which is meant by that Expreſſion. 


id. THAT the Righteouſneſs of the Law 
might be fulfilled in us—T hat is, By our Re- 


Preſentative in our Nature.” Amazing! But 
this, you ſay, © agrees with the Tenour of the 
Apoſtle's Arguing. For he is demonſtrating 

we cannot be juſtified by our own Conformity 
to the Law,” No: Not here. He is not 
ſpeaking here of the Cauſe of our Juſtifica- 
tion, but the Fruits of it. Therefore that 
unnatural Senſe of his Words does not at all, 
e agree with the Tenour of his Arguing.” 


P. 140. I ToTaLlLy deny the Ericson 


on di,, and icli, and cannot conceive 
on what Authority it is founded. O how 
deep an Averſion to Inward Holineſs does this 

Scheme naturally create? 


P. 142. TRE eue they bed 


5 b not be any Perſonal Righteouſneſs.” 


Certainly it was. It was . as well as 
_ ; 


P. 145. & Fe OR Inflation 7 in \Righteouſutſs, a 


in the Righteouſneſs of Chrit.” Was there 
ever ſuch a Comment before? The plain 


5 Meaning is, For training * in ee of 
Heart and of Life. 


P. 146. He ſhall 3 the W, prid of Righ- 


teouſneſs—That | 1 am not a Sinner, but inno- 
cent and holy. - 5 


p. 148. 


ET 
P. 148. THAT we might be made the 
Righteouſneſs of Gop in Him. Not intrinſical- 


„ ly, but imputatively. '” Both the one and the 
other. Gop thro” Him, firſt accounts and then 
makes us righteous.” Accordingly 


P. 152. Tre Righteouſneſs which 1s of Gop | 
by Faith, is both imputed and inherent. | 
P. 153. © My Faith fixes on both the ne- 
ritorious Life and atoning Death of Chriſt,” 
Here we clearly agree. Hold then to this, 


mw never talk of the former without the lat- 
If you do, you cannot ſay, Here we 


are © expoſed to no Hazard.” Yes, you are to 
an exceeding great one: Even the Hazard of 
living and dying without Holineſs. And then 
we are loſt for ever. : 
Tax Sixth Letter contains an admirable Ae- 
count of the Earth and its Atmoſphere, and 


comprizes Abundance of Senſe in a narrow _ 


Compaſs, and expreſt in beautiful Language, 


P. 177. GEMs have © a Seat on the virtu- 


ous fair one's Breaſt.” I can't reconcile this 
with St. Paul. He ſays, Not with Pearls : 
By a Parity of Reaſon, not with Diamonds. 
But in all Things I perceive, you are too fa- 


vourable, both to the Deſire of the Fleſh and the : 


Deſire of the Eye. You are a gentle Caſuiſt as 
to every Self-indulgence which a plentiful . 
Fortune can furniſh. 


P. 182. Ov Saviour's Obedience” —0 | 


ſay, with the good old Puritans, our Saviour's 


| Death or Merits, We ſwarm with Antinomi- 


ans on every Side. Why are you at ſuch Pains 
80 increaſe their Number:! „ 


P. 194. 


*r i 
P. 1 94. Mv Mouth ſhall ſhew forth 4h Righ- 
1254ſneſs and thy Saivation.—Thy Mercy which 


brings my s Salvation. 
ir ighth Letter is an excellent page, 
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do not-oblerve One Se. ITENCE in ir; which 1 $ 
Cannot chearfu ily [nbſcribe to. 


Ine Ninth Letter, c ontaininga Deſc ription | 
oß the Sea, with various inference 5 deduced 
therefrom, 1s. likewiſe a Maſter-Piece, for 
TJultnets of Sentime nt, as well as Beauty of 
Lan Zuage. But I doubt whether, „ mere 
"SÞ rimps, P. 241. be not too low an Expreſ- 
ſion: And Whether vou might not as wel! 
have ſaid nothing g of « ( od, the ttanding Re : 
c nat of Lent: 5 Or concerning“ the ex- 
gquiſite Reliſh of Tui bot, or the Deliciouſneſs 
of Sturgeon.” Are not ſuch Obſervations be- 
_neath the Dignity of a Miniſter of Ch7ift £-T 


phuave the ſame Doubt, concerning what is ſaid 
(P. 264; ) of © oe} flavour'd T Tea, finely= 
ſcented | offer ;t he os 2% Bowl, the Pyramid 8 
of Italian Figs, and the Paſtacia Nut of Alep- _ 


need this? The Engliſh | in particular ?. 


po. » Beſide that the mentioning thele in ſuch 
a Manner is a ſtrong Encouragement of Lux- 
ury and Senſuality. And does the Word 


: non inſaniunt ſatis ſud ſponte, inſtiga. 
"LETTER 10. FE. 271. * Thoſe Treaſures 


which ſpring f from the Imputa tion of Chriſt's. 

Righteouſneſs.” Kot a Word of his atonins _ 
re Blood? Why do ſo many Men love to ſpea I. 5 

of his Righteoufneſs, rather than his 1 
ment? 1 fear, becaule 1 it affords a fairer Ex- 
cuſe 


85 xxxiii 
cuſe for their own Unrighteouſneſs: To cut 
off this, is it not better, to mention both to- 
gether? At leaſt never to name the former 
without the latter? 

P. 288. FaiTH is, a Fer that 
Chriſt has ſhed his Blood for me, and fulfill'd 
all Righteouſneſs 77 my Stead.” I can by no 

Means ſubſcribe to this Definition. There 


are Hundreds, yea Thouſands of true Believ- 


ers, who never once thought, one Way or the 


bother, of Chriſt's fulfilling all Righteouſneſs 


in their Stead. 1 perſonally know many who 
to this very Hour have no Idea of it; and yet 
have each of them a Divine Evidence and Con- 


rg Cbriſt loved me, ad gave Himſelf for 


This is St. Paul's Account of Faith: 


: And it is ſufficient, He that thus believes i is 
_ juſtified. = 
. 287. « It is a ſure Men of n 
the Heart, and never fails to work by Love.” 


It /arely purifies the Heart—if we abide in it; 


but not if we draw back to Perdition. Ic on 
never fails to work by Love, while it conti- 


nues; but if itſelf fail, fare wel both Love 
and Good Works. 
„ Pair is the Hand which: receives all 
that is laid up in Chrift.” Conſequently, if 
we make Shiptoreck of the Faith, how much ſo- 
ever is laid up in . from that Hour we 
receive nothing. 
CV 288. a. Farre i in the im- 
5 puted Righteouſueſs of Chriſt, is a fundamental 
Principle in the Goſpel.” If fo, what be- 
comes of all thoſe who think nothing about 
. 8 


xxxiv 
impuled Righteouſneſs ? How many who are 
full of Faith and Love, if this be true,) mult 

periſh everlaſtingly! 

P. 297. Tur Hands muſt 1 urge the Way 

of the deadly Weapon, thro! the ſhivering 
. Fleſh, till it be plunged in the throbbing 

_ Heart.” Are not theſe Deſcriptions far too 
ſtrong? May they nor occaſion ny 
Reafonings 1 in many Readers ? 

Ne puerum coram populo Medea trucidet.. 

P. 248. How-can he i; it to the ZE 
World?“ Not at all. Can this then Juſtify 

bis Faith to the World! 1 

P4204: You take: the certain 1 Way to 
obtain Comfort, the Righteouſneſs of Jeſus 

Chriſt,” What, without the Atonement ? 
Strange Fondneſs for an unferiptural, dange- : 

= Made of Expreſſion! _ 

P. 306. So the Merits of Cbriſ are te 7 
8 to all che Faithful.“ Rather the Fruits 

of the Spirit: Which are likewiſe plainly * 
pified 0 the Oil in Zechariah's Viſion. 

P. 310. Has the Law any Demand? 

It muſt go to Him for Satisfaction.“ Sop- 

poſe, Thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour as 

Cs thyſelf.” Then 1 am not obliged to love my 
_ Neighbour. Chri/t has ſatisfied the Demand 

of the Law for me. ls not this the very 

: Quinteflence of Antinomianiſin ? N 

FE. 311. nk Righteou. neſs wrought 

out by Jeſus Chriſt, is vrought out for 400 his 
People, to be the Cauſe of their Juſtification, : 
and rhe Purchaſe of their Salvation. The 

| eee is che Cub the Purchaſe.” So 

: OE, .the 


xXxXxv 
the Death of Chriſt | is not o much as named! 
cc For all his People.” But what becomes 
of all other People? They muſt inevitably periſh 
for ever. The Die was caſt, or ever they 
were in Being. The Doctrine to paſt Pei 
by, has 
Conſign'd their unborn Sole to Hell, 
And damn' d chem from their mother' 5 womb! 


5 could ſooner be a Turk, a Deiſt, yea an 
Atheiſt, than I could believe this. Ic is leſs 
abſurd to deny the very Pet! g of Gob, than 
to make Him an Almighty Ty Fane; 9 
e in,, e whole World and all its _ 
5 Seaſons, are rich with our Creatcr's Goodneſs. 
His tender Mercies are over all his Works.“ 
Are they over the Bulk of Mankind? Where 
is his Goodneſs to the Non-Elect? How are 
his tender Mercies over Them ? © His Tem- 
poral Bleſſings are given zo them.” But are 
they to them Bleſſings at all? Are they hot 
all Curſes? Docs not Gob #now they arc? 
That they will only increaſe their Damnation? 
Does not He dejign they ſhould ? And this 
you call Goodnejs This is tender Mercy! 
P. 321. © May we not diſcern pregnant” 
F of Goodneſs, in each individual Ob- 
je&?” No; on your Scheme not a Spark of 
it in this World or the next to the far greater 
Part of the Work of his own Hands . 
P. 334. Is Gop a generous Benef.ftor 
to the meaneſt Animals, to the loweſt Reptiles 
And will He deny my Friend what is neceſſary 
do his preſent Comfort, and his Final Accept- 
3 ance?“ Tea, will He deny it to any Soul 
8 5 ee on. | has 2 
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that he has made! Would you deny | it to my 
if it were in your Power? 


But if you /ov'd whom Gop abhorr' d 
The Servant were above his Lord. 


P. 337. TRE Wedding- -Gorment here means 


Holinets. 


P. 340. Tuts is his tender Complaint, 


They will not come unto Me!“ Nay, that is 
not the Caſe; they cannot. He Himſelf has 


decreed, not to give them that Grace without 
which their Coming is impoſſible ! 


« Taz Grand End which Go propoſes 


in all his favourable Diſpenſations to fallen 
Man, is to demonſtrate the Sovereignty of 
his Grace.” Not ſo: To impart Happineſs 
to his Creatures, is his grand End . 
% Barelv to demonſtrate his Sovereignty,” 


LR Principle of Action fit for the great Turk, 
Hot the moſt High God. 


P. 341. Gob hath Pleaſure i in hat Prof : 


| perity of his Servants. He is a boundleſs 
Ocean of Good.“ Nay, that Ocean is far 
from boundleſs, if it whouy paſſes by Nine- : 
tenths of Mankind. 


P. 342. © You cannot 8 Gov would | 


Y enter into a freſh Covenant with a Rebel.” 1 
both ſuppoſe and know He did. © Gop made 
the New Covenant with Chri/t, and charged 
Flim with the Performance of the Conditions.” 
I deny both thefe Aſſertions, which are the 
Central Point wherein Calvinifon and Antino- 
15 mianifi in meet. © I have made a Covenant with 
ny Chojen.” —Namely, with David my Ser vant. 
| S Gop Himielt explains it, 


xxx vii 


p. 362. « He will waſh you in the Blood 
«hich? atones and inveſt you with the Righte- 
ouſneſs which juſtifies.” Why ſhould you 
thus continually put aſunder, what Gop has 
joined: 


„ Gor Himſelf at the laſt Day 
pronounces them righteous, becauſe they are 
| intereſted in the Obedience of the Redeemer.” 

Rather, becauſe they are waſhed in his Blood, 
and renewed by his Spirit. 


Uron the whole, I cannot but wiſh, that the 
Plan of theſe Dialogues had been executed i in a 
different Manner. Moſt of the grand Truths 


of Chriſtianity are herein both explained and 


proved with great Strength and Clearneſs. 
Why was any Thing intermixt, which could 


prevent any ſerious Thriſtian s recommending 


them to all Mankind? Any Thing which muſt 
_ neceſſarily render them exceptionable, to ſo 


many Thouſands of the Children of Gop? In 


practical Writings I ſtudiouſly abſtain from the 
very Shadow of Controverſy. Nay, even in 


Controverſial, I do not knowingly write ons 
Line, to which any but my Opponent would _ 


object. For Opinions ſhall I deitroy the Work. 
of Gob ? Then am I a Bigot indeed, Much 


more, if I would not drop any Mode of Expreſ- 
V ion, rather than offend either Jew Or ace 
or the Church of Gop. ain, 


Wi th. great Sincerity, 5 
Dear Sir, 
do our affeRionate Brother and Servant, 
. 3 W. 
3 8 have 
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T bove but one Thing more to add, which is, 
concerning ibe Scaſonableneſs of the following 
Publication. It may, perhaps, be thought a 
_ needleſs Revival of a Diſpute, which happened 
bong age, and which 15 now probably forgotten. 
In anſwer to which, I can aſſure the Reader, 
that the above is printed from an Edition of the 

; Preſervative, now on Sale at the Foundery. The 
Seaſonableneſs of this Publication, is therefore 
apparent; for though my Brother died December 

25, 1758, the Controverſy did by no Means die 

i him, but till jubſifts in the daily Publication 

end Salt of the Prelervative, which alſo comes 
<oith a ſpecial* Recommendation from Mr. Weſ— 
ley, 12% the Hands LA all bis Pr: achers, to be : 
by them firſt © carefully read, then to be re- 


«commended and chained to the ſeverel So- 
8 E cietics where they labour.“ Co that the Con- 
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troverſy is, in the moſt effetfual Manner, dig aud 
hourly ke opt alive þ Y Mr. Weſley himſe If. This 


- proves very ſulſicienii the Seaſonableneſs, and as 


we 
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Things have happened, the Expediency, of the | 
 preſeut appearance of the following Letters in Pub- 
lick. How pertinent an Arfe wer they contain to 
r. Welley's Ohjections, is now to be left 70 the. 

Co if dei alien 15 0 candid Reader. 


— Miles + ane, b W. Hzxvxv. 


5 December 3». 1 7 24 


* See hy laſt Paragraph of i a Trad, N Nene 


| | again} a Separation from the Church o England, Erlangen 


| alſo} in 1 the e p. 237. 


LETTERS 


T0 TRY. 


| Reverend Mr. Joan WEsLEv. 


"E" E 1 E * 1. 
Rev. sin, 


Received the Letter you mention, containing 
Remarks on the Dialogues between Theron and 
Aſpaſio. As after a careful Peruſal, I ſaw very 
Bube Reaſon to alter my Sentiments, I laid aſids 


your Epiſtle without returning an Anſwer, in hopes 
* that my Silence (which it ſeems you miſtook for 
DODbſtinacy) would moſt emphatically ſpeak my Ad- 
vice; which, had it been expreſſed more plainly, 


| would have been delivered in the Apoſtle's Words 


That ye fludy, or make it uu een to * | 
- ee 1 | | 


| | B . | = Simon 


| * 1 Theſf, Iv. 11. „ e a beautiful Word, ma" 
with Meaning, and not adequately tranſlated by make 


it your Ambition, till more indequately by our N = 
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2 LETTERS TO THE. Tr.. 


Since you have, by printing theſe Remarks, ſum- 
moned me, though reluctant, to the Bar of the Pub- 
lic, it ſhould ſeem, that I ought not to diſcredit the 
Truth once delivered to the Saints, by a timid Silence; 


and I am the more willing to anſwer for myſelf, as 
J have now the Privilege of an unprejudiced Judge, 
and an impartial Jury, If my Defence ſhould be loſt 
on my Opponent, it may poſſibly make ſome uſeful 


Impreſſions on the Court, and candid Audience. 


However, I will not abſolutely deſpair of convincing 
Mr. Meſley himſelf, becauſe it is written, Gilde 
Admonition to a wiſe Man, and he will yet be wiſer *. 
On ſome very momentous and intereſting Points, 
may probably be a little more copious than the ſtrict 
| Laws of Argument demand, in order to exhibit 
| ſome of the great "Truths of the Goſpel, in ſo clear a 
Light, that he may run who readeth them ; in fo min- 
_ bleand mviting a Light, that the Believer may rejoice 
in them, and the Sinner may long for them. For 
ſuch Digreflions, I promiſe. myſelf an caly Pardon, 
both from yourſelf and the Reader. 


Thus you open the Debate: « In the ſecond 


== Dialogue, i is not the Deſcription often too laboured, 
c the Language too ſtiff and affected?“ I muſt con- 
feſs, Sir, this Animadverſion ſeems to be as juſt, as the 

Praiſe which you have here, and elſewhere beſtowed, 5 
appears to be laviſn: The former, if not more pleaſing, 

may be no leſs ſerviceable than the latter ; for Both 15 
— 1 acknowledge myſelf your Debtor, and if ever I at- 
5 ene 8 1 . more in n the Capacity of an Author, 
. 1 T1 vil — 


* Pd IX. 9. The 8 Phraſe 3 is ly In give, : 


which may ſignify, give Admonition, as well as e our 
Verſion has 6 TOPPING) 1 : 


xxr. 1. REV. MR. WESLEY, 3 


Iwill be ſure to keep my Eye fixed on the Caution | 
you have given. 

I am ſorry that the next Words elite: 6 on a Com- 
plaint, ſo cloſe to my Acknowledgment, © You cite 
<« the Pages according to the Dull 'N Edition, havinz 

« wrote the rough "Draught of what follows in 
e Ireland.“ But ſhould you not, in Complaiſance Wo. 
your Readers on this Side the Water, have referred 
to the Pages of the Engliſß Edition ? For want of 
ſuch Reference, there is hardly Diſtinction enough, 
in ſome Places, to know which are your Words, and 


which are Aþaſig's. —Should you not alſo, in Juſtice 


to the Author, before you tranſcribed the rough _ 


Draught for the Preſs, have conſulted the 4. Edi- | 
tion of. his Work? Which you well knew was not 
the Copy, from which the Tri Impreflion was taken, 
yet might e 1 to be the leaſt inac- | 
Cura Ace. | 

When I read your next Pn Tan flinck 
with Reverence, 1 am aſhamed and almoſt aftoniſh- | 
ed, at the littleneſs of the preceding | Obſerva- 
tions: Stiffneſs of Style, and a Thouſand ſuch 
: Triftes, what are they all compared with Fuſtifica- 
tion before the infinite and immortal G OD? This 
iS a Subject! that commands our moſt awful Regard, = 

a Bleſſing that ſhould engage our whole Attention. 
Ass this is the grand Arti cle to come under our Con- 


ſideration, L would deſire to maintain an inceſſant _ 


Dependence on the Divine SPIRIT, that my 
Thoughts may be influenced, and my Pen guided by 
the VV /ifdom which cometh from above; ; that I may 
neither pervert the Truth, by any erroneous Repre- . 

ſentations, nor diſhonour it by an unchriſtian Tem- 
ber. It would be caſy to make ule of bi itter Satire, 
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and diſdainful Irony, the contemptuous Sneer, or the 
indignant Frown.— And indeed, Sir, you have laid 
yourſelf open to every Attack of this Kind; but theſe 
are not tne N of a Chriſtian's Warfare, 

— — n Defcnforibus i/lis, 
we are to give a Reaſon of the Hope that is in us, 
with Mecknefs and Fear; Meetkneſs, with regard to 
_ thoſe who interrogate or oppoſe us; Fear, with re- 

gard to HIM, whole Cauſe we Us and whoſe Eye 
Fs ever upon us. © Is Juſtification, you ſay, more or 
leſs, than GOD's pardonin ng and accepting a 
„ Sinner, through the Merits of CHRIST?” I 
ſomewhat wonder, Sir, that you thould aſk this 
Queſtion, when it is profeſſedly anſwered by Alſpaſio, | 
who has preſented you Wit a very circumſtantial 
Definition of Jullification, explaining it, eſtabliſhing 
15 and obviating ſeveral Objections advanced again. 

If you would animadvert with Spirit and Force, 

| 555 indecd to any conſiderable Purpoſe, ſhould you 
not lay open the Impropriety of this Definition, 
ſhewing from Keaſon and e that | it is neither 5 
accu rate nor orthodox? | 
At Pages 49, 50, the Reader may ſee Apo s Ac- 
count of Juſtiſication, and find ha Words Imputa- _ 
tion and h of CHRIST, particularly 
explained. The lat ter denoting, “ all the various 
Inſtances of his active and paſhve Obedience; ac- 
| cordingly it is affirmed (Page 51) The Puniſh- 
ment we deſerved, he endures, the Obedience 
« which we oved, he fulfils.” — What 4þaf7o here 
. profeſſes to underſtand by the Righteoutneſs of 
CHRIST, the Reader is particular ly requeſted to 
bear in his Memory, that he be not miſled by 


Mr. 


:\E 


LET. 1. N EV. MR. WESL E „ 5 | 
Mr. Ie 5 who often forgets it, and compla ns 
when the Righteouſneſs of CHRIST is mentioned, 


that his penal Sufferings are quite omitted. I would 


not wiſh, Sir, to have a plainer Proof, that you do not 
diſcard the active, than Aſpaſio has hereby given, 
that he never excludes the paſſive. 


By your Queſtion, you hint a Diſlike, yet with- 


out informing us what it is, or wherein Apaſio's I- 
luſtrations and Proofs are deficient, You propoſe, 
and oxy propoſe, another Definion. Well then, 
to differ from you as littie as poſſible, nay, to agree 5 


with you, as far as Truth will permit, ſince you are 
ſo loth to admit of our Repreſentation, we will ac- 


cede to yours; eſpecially if it be ſomewhat explained, 


and a little improved. For indeed the Words, in 
their preſent Form, are rather too vague to conſtitute 
any Definition. Pardoning and acceſtiiig may hap- 


pen to be only diverſified Expreſſions of the ſame 
Idea. The Merits of CHRIST will certainly 


comport, either with Popiſb, or Socinian Notions, 


It abounds in Writers of the former Sort, and 
it is to be found in the latter. Therefore, to be 
more explicit By pardoning, I mean GO D's ac- 
quitting a Sinner from Guilt of every Kind, and of 


every Degree. By accepting, I mean ſtill more, 


: GOD's receiving him into full Favour, conſider- 


ing and treating him as righteous, yea perfectly 
and. gloriouſly righteous, — By the Merits of 
CHRIFST, | would always be ſuppoſed to ſignify, 
his active and paſſive Obedience, all that he wrought, 


and all that he ſuffercd, for the Salvation of Man- 


kind *. Intereſted! in all this, the Believer enters into 
| 5 = TE 
* The Merits of CHR IST; is certainly an ambiguous 


Phraſe, and what I can by no Means adwye; but as it 
B 3: occurs 
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the Divine Preſence, and ſtands before the Divine 
MAJESTY — Not like David's Ambaſladors, 
ſtealing themſelves into Jericho; ſafe indeed, but 


with the Marks of Ammonitih Inſults on their Perſons: 
| He rather enters like that illuſtrious Exile, Foſepny 
into the Preſence of Pharaoh, when his Priſon Gar- 


ments were taken from him, and he was arrayed in 


5 Veſtures of fine Linen, meet for the Shoulders of 
+ thoſe, who appear before Kings. With this Expli- 
cCation I am content that your Definition take place 

of mine *. I would farther obſerve, that you have 
dropt the Word 7: pute, which inclines me to ſuſ- 
pect, you would caſhier the Thing, But let me aſk, 
Sir, How can we be juitihed by the Merits of: 
CHRIST, unleſs they are imputed to us? Would 
the Payment made by a Surety, procure a Diſcharge 
for the Debtor, unleſs it was placed to his Ace- 
count? It is certain, the Sacrifices of old could not 
5 make an Atonement, unleſs they were imputed to 
” each Offerer reſpeQively. This was an Ordinance 


ſettled 


occurs in Mr. Weſley" $ Lotter, PST in many valuable 
Writers, I have, led by their Example, uſed it in the 
 follo: wing Debate, ſtill underſtanding it, and Rl uling 
it, in the Senſe explained above. 
To gratify Mr. Weſley, 1 have admitted his Fat 
The Merits of CHRIST,” though as it is a Phraſe of 
dubious Import, and what almoſt any Sect or Hereſy will 
ſubſcribe, I ſhould much ſooner chooſe to abide by As 
Language. And why ſhould we not all ſpeak with the 


Scripiures? Why ſhould we not uſe the Expreſſions of 


the Apoſtle? He ſays, ju/tifed by the Blood ef CHRIST; 
he ſays, made righteous by the Obedience of CHRIS T; 
when therefore we ſay, Sinners are pardoned and ac- 
- = Cepted: through the Blood, and through the Obedience of 
_ CHRIST, we have a Warrant for our Doctrine, which is 

| Indiiputable, and a © recedens for a our Language, Which 
7 is unexceptionable. 


| clare your Allent. 
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ſettled by ] E HO VAH himſelf*, And were not 


the Sacrifices, was not their imputation typical S . 


CHRIST, and Things pertaining to CHRIST? 


| 'The former prefiguring his all-ſufficient Expiation, 


the latter ſhadowing forth the Way whereby we are 
Partakers of its Efficacy. The Righteouſneſs (not 
the Righteouſneſs and Obedience; Ajpaſis ſpeaks 
otherwiſe) which CARIST performed is reckoned 


by GOD as our own. This you call an ambiguous 


Expreſſion, but, if conſidered in Conjunction with 
the foregoing and following Enlargements, I ſhould 
think can hardly deſerve the Charge,  Aſjpaſea all 


along labours to be underſtood. 18 this Place he 


more fully opens his Meaning by giving another | 


View of the Nature, and by ſpecifying the Effects 


of Imputation. The Nature, —it being the fame as 


placing to our Account ſomething not our own F. 


The Eee, HRIST's es thus 


: placed to our Account, being as effectual for obtain= 
ing our Salvation, as if it was our own perſonal 
| Qualification f. To the latter you expreſsly agree, 


to the former you make no Objection: To the 
whole Doctrine, thus ui, You elle where de- 


VVV 


* Leu. . 1 Is any of the Fleſh of the Sacrifice of 


Vis Peace- Operings, be eaten at all on the third Day, it 
ſhall not be accepted, neither ſhall it be imputed unto 
him that offereth it, It ſhall not be accepted, Why ? 
for this Reaſon, becauſe it ſhall not be impur-d. A plain 
Indication, that the latter is the Cauſe of the former, 


That without Imputation, whether it be of the typical 


or real Sacrifice, the Blood of the bealt, or the Death 
of CHRIST, there is no AcCEptanes.. 


+ Theron and Aſpaſio, p. 50. f Ibid. p. 53. 
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If in all this we may depend upon you, Sir, muſt 
we not feel an alarming Shock at your Adjuration | in 


the next Paragraph? 
«For CHRIST's Sake do not“ What? ſurely 


nothing leſs can excite or juſtify this vehement Ex- 
clamation, but the Obtruſion of ſome Doctrine, 


that is moſt glaringly falſe and abſolutely damna- 


ble. Shall we have ſuch a ſolemn Firing, ſuch a 
Thunder of Exploſion, only to ſilence a particular 
Phrixzſe? In another Perſon this would look like 
profane Levity; ; in Mr. Meſley, the ſofteſt Appella- 


Z tion we can give it is idle e f this amen 


8 or which. aſd the. Dedtrine 3 in og 


yourſelf allow. Dear Sir, what is a Word or a 
£ Phraſe * Can it do either Good or Harm, but as 


| conveying right or wrong Sentiments? Will the 5 
mere pronouncing or hearing of a Word (be it 
 Abracadabra, or Higgajon Selah, or Ii buuted) with- 

out its Idea, poiſon the Principles of Men, and 25 


duce them to work all Uncleanneſs with Greedine 52 


As you have been firing without an Enemy ( Alpaſis 5 

is owned for an Ally) ſo you ſeem to be triumphing 
without a Victory. Ajſpafeg's Charity for thoſe who 
are diſguſted at the Expreſſion, and have no explicit 


| Knowledge of the Doctrine, is guarded by the Words 


immediately following“ Vet live under the Rel | 
of the Truth, and in the Exerciſe of the Duty,” as 
| well as by the apnexed Deſcription of the Perlons, | 
and their Temper; who are far enough from fancying, p 

- that if they may but be ds for the Sake of 
CHRIST, they can obtain the Divine Favour, and 

a Title to future Happinels, by their own good Be- 
haviour. Hence it will e that he has been too 
33 a2 cautious, . 
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| cautious, to part V with the very Thing for which he 
is contending. And this is more abundantly evi- 


dent, from the Cloſe of his charitable Paragraph, 
wherein, though he allows ſuch People to be ſafe; 
yet he laments their Embarrals, and their De- 

hciency in Light, Strength, and Conſolation.“ The 
« Phraſe is not rl. duppoſe it were not, 


this would afford but a flight Reaſon, for jo paſſi- 


onate an Outcry : However, this is certain, St. 
Paul uſes the Phraſe, GOD imputeth * , and that 
Rinhtoouſneſs might be imputed f. Now, is it poſ- 

bie, that there ſhould be Righteouſneſs imputed, 


yet not an imputed Righteoufnely'? To aflert this 


inult argue either a winderful ſubtil Refinement, or 
an exceeding ſtrong Prejudice. At is not ne- 
„ cellary.” -—Pertaps ſo. But is it not neceſſary 
Mr. Le thould either inform us, what Senſe 
of the Phraſe it is, which he apprebends fo like- 

ly to miflead Men, or elle, inſtead of exclaiming 
agaizz(t Ajpajiny mould join all his Force with him, 


in gefending that Sente which they both eſpouſe? 
It has done immenſe Furt. „Wen we are made 


ſenſible of the immenſe, or indeed of any real, hurt 


done by the Phraſe, 7aputed; when we ſee thoſe _ 
Who diſlike it, cordially warm for the Sentiment ex- _ 
preſſed in other Words, we wil then conſent to reſigg 


it for its Equivalent, ; ectored as our own,—placed to our 


Account, as effe6/ual as if our own perjonal Dualifica- : 


tion. Till then we muſt Zzuard the Caſket for the 


Sake of the Jewel. We pieſer the Word imputed, 
| becauſe it fays more at once, than any other Term 
we know, and becauſe we are aware of a common 


Pract) ice e uſed in all ages, by the Oppoſers of ſound 
5 | Doctrine. 
Rom. it. 6. 6 Rom. iv. 11. 


— — — 
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Doctrine. They pretend a Zeal only againſt the 
Pbraſe, that by bringing Vis into Diſuſe, they may 
cauſe that to be forgotten. Shall we not then diſpute 

for imputed Righteouſneſs ? Yes, Sir, we muſt diſ- 

pute, both for the Doctrine and for the Phraſe, ſince 
there are Perſons who openly ſtrike at the one, and 
we fear with a View to ſupplant the other. Shall we 
not diſpute for imputed Righteouſneſs—though the 

Words are a grand Peculiarity of the Scriptures, and 

the Thing the very Spirit and Elience of the 

_ Goſpel ? Not diſpute for that which is better to us 
Sinners than all Worlds, better than our Hearts 

could wiſh, or our Thoughts conceive ; which in 

ſhort is the beſt, the nobleſt; the complete Gilt, 
| that G OD himſelf can beſtow ! 


When ſuch a Gift, and ſuch a Rizhteouſneſs is 


the Subject ot Diſputat tion, we muſt not give Place, 
no, not for an Hour : we muſt maintain its matchleſs 
Excellency, fo long as we have any Breath; or any 
Being. We muſt ſay in direct Oppoſition to your 
fervent but unadviſed Zeal, « Fr CHRIS T's 
0 Sake,” let us contend . for imputed Righ- 
teouſneſs; becauſe it is the brighteſt Jewel in His 
mediatorial Crown. Vor the Sake of immortal 
Souls, let us hold faſt and hold forth this precious 
Truth; ; becauſe it yields the ſtrongeſt Conſolation 
to the guilty Conſcience, and furniſhes the moſt 
_ endearing, as well as the moſt e g Induce- 
ment to univerſal Obedience. 


To aſeribe Pardon to CHRIST's paſſive, eternal | 


Life to his a&7ive Obedience, is fanciful rather than 
& judicious.” The Remark is juſt; not ſo the Quota- 
tion; Hþafiois ſome what disfigured by your Diſtortion 
of bis F catures; he limps winks br por dene of 


a imb. = 


** 
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a Limb. There is in his Language, Goard enough to 
check every Attempt, either to d ſlolve the Union, or 
ſever the Coagency, of the different Parts of our 
LORD'S Righteoufneſs. 

But let us give Apaſio a fair Hearing, thus he ex- 
preſſes himſelf, To divide them K gde and 


e paſſive Righteouſneſs) into detached Fortions, inde- 
c pendent on cach peri, ſceins to be fanciful rather 


T than judicious.““ Jo divide into de tach Jed 1 1 Jorti⸗ 


ons, is more than to diſtinguiſh between the one and 


the other. The latter A practiſes, the former 
he diſavows. Independent of each other” do 


theſe Words ſtand for nocht ng? Have they no Mean- 


ing, that here you ſhew them no Rex ard, and 


never recollect tnem throughout your whoic Epiſtle? 
Had you honoured them with any Degree of Notice, 


ſeveral of your Objections _ muſe nave been pre- 
cluded, and if. the more candid Re.der pleaſes. 
to bear them in Memory, feveral of your Objecti- 
ons, will at the very firit View, fall = the Ground. 
Beſides, the Perion who tells us, the Cale ſeems 
to be lo, is not ſo peremptory, as he who roundly 
affirms it to be ſo; the former is al that AO 


has advanced. 8 I. Am willing that you 


* 
— 


ſhould correct his Style, yet I muit beg of you, dir, 
not to make him quite fo pohtive:; Jet h him have the 


Satisfaction of being modeſt, even where ne has the 
Misfortune, in your Opinion at leait, to be erro- 


neous. 


8. R IST's univerſal Obed 'ence from his Birth - 


to his Death, is the one Foundation of 2: Hope,” 


ſays Apaſio. To which you aſi. » with a 
5 adele Vehemence, reply, Pts. is unqneſtion⸗ 
„ ably right.“ 1 with, Sir, „cu er your 


Words 


2m o u CLP. 1. 
Words before you ſpeak, at leaſt beſore you print, 
that there may be ſomething fixed and certain, on 
which we may depend, and by which 5% will abide. 
One would think, after this Acknowledgment, pro- 
nounced with ſuch an Air of Solemnity, you could 
never ſo far forget yourſelf, as to open your Mouth 
againſt the Obedience. the univerfal Obedience of 
CHRIST, which ſurely muſt include both what 
he wrought, and what he ſuffered. You confeſs it 
to be your rp ia the Foundation of your 
Hope, the only Foundation of your Hope; can you | 
then, without the moſt amazing In.con!: 8 either 
wiſh to ſecrete the Doctrine, or offer to diſcounte- 
nance the Exprefion ? 5 
& There is no Manner of Need to make the Im- 
5 putation of CHRIS T's active Righteouſicls a 
c ſeparate Head of Diſcourſe. No Manner of 
Need, even though you declare, that this active Righ- 
teouſneſs, together with the expiatory Death, 
is the only Foundation of your Hope] Can you 
think it poſſible to treat of /zþ a Topic too particu- 
larly, too diſtinctly, too minutely !—Ajpajro has ſhewn 
the Need, or atigned the Renton for this Method of 
handling the Subjed t; becauſe it ſets the Fulneſs of 
our LORD's Merit in the cleareſt Light, and gives 
the completeſt Honour to GO D's holy Law. Have 
you alledged any Thing to diſprove, or ſo much as 
to invalidate his Plea! Ought not this to have been 
done before your Allertion can be valid, or even 
decent? Oo 
- Beſides, are there not pe rſons in the World, who _ 
' fondly imagine, that if they can but have Pardon 
through CHRISY, they ſhall by their own Doings 
ſecure eternal Life? W hen ſuch Perſons are in 
„„ Danger 
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5 Danger of overlooking the active Obedience of the 


REDEEMER) why ſhould you not for their 


'  Sakes allow us to make the Imputation of his Righte- 


ouſneſs © a ſeparate Head of Diſcourſe 7”? "That, ſeeing 


the tranſcendent Perfection of CHRIST'S Work, 
; they may ceaſe from confiding in their own &, leſt 
it be faid to them another Day, 1 will Alert thy 


Rizhteouſntſs, and thy Warks, that for the grand Pur- 


poſe of Juſtification, they ſpall not profit thee +. 


We muſt therefore take leave to dwell upon the 


active R qhteouſneſs of our LORD; we mult diſplay 


its Perfection, in Oppoſition to all the vain Preten- 


ſions of human Qualifications, Endeavours, or At- 
tainments; we muſt demonſtrate that as the Heavens 
are higher than the Earth, fo is this Divine Obedi- 
ence higher than all the Works of the Children of 
Men. Yea, ſo tranſcendent in itſelf, and abſolutely 


perfect, as to be incapable of any Augmentation. All 


the good Deeds of all the Saints, could they be added 
to it, would not increaſe in any Degree its juſtifring 
Efficacy; it is like all the other Works of GOD, 


concerning which we are told, a6hing can be added ts 


them. T _ brings tomy Remembrance a moſt beauti- 
ful, and ſublime Repreſentation, which you muſt have 


= read in the Evangelical Prophet, Every Hailey ſhall br 


exalted, and every Mountain and Hill ſhall be made 


loro, and the crooked fall be made ſtraight, and the 
rough Places plain, and the Glory of the LORD hail 


be revealed, and all Fleſh ſhall ſee it together. Here 


Mountains arc demolifhed, Valleys are elevated, and 
the Earth is levelled into a ſpacious Plain on Purpoſe . 
to accompliſh what Mr. Heſley ſuppoſes unne- 
| cellary ; on ea to Bus ihe moſt clear, full, 


. . 13 
2 Heb. iv. 10. BE T Ia ny 12 | 
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ſtriking View of the great REDEEMER, of bis 


wonderful Perſon, and glorious Work; that *Y 


alone may be diſtinguiſhed and exalted ; may walk 
_ majeſtic and conſpicuous through the Midft of Man- 
kind, as being ſingly and completely ſufficient for the 


l of Sinners. That all Fleſn, not Jews 
only, but Gentiles alſo; not Men of 2s hn 1805 only, 


Put the Meaneſt of Mottals, the molt infamous of 
Wretches, may together ſee his Glory, may on equal 
Ground, without any Pre-eminence of one ibavs 
another, contemplate and partake of his precious 


Death and perfect Righteoujnels, which are the one 


Object of divine Complacency, and the ſovereign 


Glory of the LORD REDEEMER, According to 


the Import of this magnincent Piece of Imagery, all 
the Differences that ſubſt lit between one Man and 


another are aboliſhed; nothing but CHRIST and 
bis complete VV ork are propoſed, as the Cauſe. of 
Juſtification and the Ground of Hope, Faith beholds 
nothing but the Divine FESUS; it never enquires, 
What have I done? What have I ſuffered? But 
what has that moſt illuſtrious Perſons ze done, and what 


| ſuffered? What has JEHOVA H manifeſted in 
our Nature, wrought tor the Benckt and Redemption 
of Sinners? — Faith is never veary of viewing or re- 
viewing either the active or paſkve Obedience 


of [MUMANUEL, Faith will declare, that nei- 

ther of theſe Points can be ſet forth in too ſtrong or 
Ion recommending a Light, Faith is ever deliring 
io ſee more add mole 12 the SAV 10 UR's s Wor- | 

thineſs, that the Soul may rejoice in his EN Xcell eney, 


2 be filled with all his Fullneſs. _ 
May you, Dear Sir, abound in this Faith, and 
ive under luch Views of GOD our r SAVIOUR; 


then | 


pri 
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then I Hatter myſelf 1 vou will be diflatisfied with your 
| preſent Opinion, and not be diſguſted at the F reedom 


of 5 uſed by 


our s, e. 


LETTER 1 


RTE V. SIR, - 


Am particularly pleaſed at my Entrance on this 
Epiſtle, becauſe it preſents me with a View of 
Mr. MWeſley in very good Humour, Ii ſtead of re- 
buking, he commends. He puts off the Frown 15 
of Cats for the Smile of Approbation. I hope 
to follow the amiable Example. To approve and 
_ applaud, wherever Opportunity offers, and Truth 
permits. And though I ſhall be ſometimes obliged 
to oppoſe or refute ; yet, 1 ſhall do both with all 
the Tenderneſs and Lanes, which may confilt with 
a Probes Vindication of the Truth, 
The third and fourth Dialogues contain an 


5 2 admirable Illuſtration and on of. te. 


great Doctrine of CHRIS T's Satisfaction.” 

This is generouſly acknowledzed. Yet even here ie it 
ſo unhappily falls out, that Complaiſance gets the 
Start of Judgment. Did you advert, Sir, to the 
State of the Controverſy, or ſee the Conſequence of 
_ Aſpaſin's Arguing, you mutt either give up a ſavou- 
rite Tenet, or elſe diſlent from his Doctrine. 
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Ahafio maintains, that CHRIST” Sufferings 


were Puniſhment ; real, proper Puniſhment. Now 
could CHRIST, an innocent Perſon, be punithed, 
without bearing Sin; the very Sin of others? Could 
CHRIST, a Divine Perſon, bear the Sin of others, 
and not do it perfectly away]! Or can they, whoſe 
Guilt was puniſhed in CHRIST, and whoſe Sin is 
perfectly done away by CARIST, can they periſh 
*ternally ? But 1 forbear. Yourſelf, and the judi- 
cCious Reader will eaſily apprehend my Meaning, and 
diſcern the Point, to which theſe Queſtions lead. 
All the Benefit I propoſe by this Remark, is, to 
convince Mr. Tley, that he is not incapable - 
of a Miſtake—T hat he has tripped a little, in what 
be commends, and therefore may poſſibly | make a 
; falſe Step, in what he condemns. 
| Unleſs I may be allowed to propoſe this alfificul 4 
» Advantage, the rectifying an Impropriety in ſome 
People's Apprehenſions, concerning our LORD's 
vicarious Sufferings. It is uſual to ſay, He bore 
cc the Puniſhment, not the Guilt ; the Penalty, not 
c the Fault.“ Which ſeems wo be a Diſtinction, 
more ſcrupulous than judicious. Anſwers no other 
End, but that of derogating from our RE 
- DEE MER's Grace, and weakening the F ounda- 
tion of our Hoß ee 7 5 
The Guil: of Sin, I take to be what the Apoſtle — 
calls, are, the Tranſgreflion of the Law. From 
hence ariſes the Obligation to Puniſhment. This 
Quilt, our LORD / truly bore, that he was no leſs 
liable to the Arreſt of Juſtice, and the Infliction of 
 Vevugeance, than if he himſelf had committed the 
molt enormous Crimes.— He bare, ſays the H ON 5 
8 GHOS'F, the Sin 7 many. But Puniſhment can- 


po | | not 
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not be reckoned the ſame as Sin, any more than 


8 b Wages can be accounted the ſame as Work, If 
then our LORD dore Sin itſelf, he muſt bear every 
4 Thing criminal, that is included in it; no Circum- 


tance of Demerit or Aggravation excepted. 
He hore the Fault, therefore he makes us with- 


out Fault in the Sight of GOD; and will preſent 


us faultleſs before the Ihrone, with exceeding Joy, — 
le bore the Gui/t—'T herefore our LORD's Suffer- 


ings were real Puniſhment, juſtly inflicted by the 
ende JUDGE, and, on Principles of Juſtice, 


diſcharge us from all Puniſhment whatever. He 


bore the Fit), —therefore he felt, what thofe wretched 
Souls endure, who dic in their Iniquitics ; his eter- 


nal FATHER forſook him, and hid his Face 


=, trom him as from an abominable Object. 


This renders our dAVIOUR'Ss Propitiation, 


great, wonderful, glorious. Seeing this, believing 


this, we have nothing to fear. Conſcience is ſatis- 
| fied, and the Accuſer of the Brethren is ſilenced. 
| Nothing can be laid to our Charge by the righteous 
Law, and nothing remains to awaken the Indigna- 
tion of the ee JUDGE.—Whereas, if this 
was not done, we have Reaſon to be terribly ap- 
prehenſive. If CHRIST bore not the Guilt, then 
Sinners muſt bear it in their own Perſons; if he 
took not away the | ith; then it muſt lie on Tranf- ; 
greſſors, and render them loathſome for ever. If the 
_ Fault was not transferred to him, then it muſt abide 
upon us, and be our everlaſting Ruin. 


Neither does this Doctrine in any Degree detract 


: from our S AV IOUR's Dignity. It rather gives 
Hlim the Honour due unto His Name, JESUS. 
As in the Scales of a Balance, the lower the one 


C . deſcęnds, 
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' deſcends, the higher the other mounts, ſo the deeper 


our MEDiATOR's Humiliation ſinks, to the 


more exalted Height does His Glory riſe, The 


more horrible the Condition to which he ſubmitted, 


the more illuſtriouſly His Goodneſs ſhines, and the 


more clearly the Perfection of His Work appears. 
Satisfaction was made to the Divine Law, ſays 


pas 729. © do not remember any ſuch Expreſſion 
«. in Scripture,” replies Mr, V e/ley.—But do you 


not remember this Expreſſion in the Epiſtle to the 


Galatians, C HRIST was made under the Law *? 
Why was He made under the Law, but to fulfil 
its Precepts, and undergo its ! and is not 


this a Satisfaction to its 8 


The Truth is, the Divine Law was violated by 


our Sins, It was abſolutely impoffible for us to 
make any Reparation, therefore CHRIST in our 
Nature and in our Stead ſubmitted to its Obligations, 
that he might magnify its injured Authority, and 


render it in the higheſt Degree venerable: Might 
make even its tremendous Sanctions and rigorous 
Requirements, the very Baſis of Grace, Mercy, and 


f Peace.—Divinely noble Contrivance! Unſpeakably 


precious Expedient | By this Means, Vengeance and 


8 For bearance have met together; Wrath and Love 


have kifled each other, in the Redemption of Sin- 


ners. The Law To I am fulfilled. Juſtice ſays, 85 


1 am 


> Gat. iv. . ere 5 is, 1 think. ſomething auch 


| - in this Expreſſion, Made under the Law. Toad: tis 
true very well comports with both the Clauſes, e yura © 
ure ich. But in the Exgliſb Tranſlation, the Partici- 
ple might, not ungracefully, be varied, perhaps in ſome 
ſuch Manner; the Son of GOD Wes mage of « ene, 


and became Heat to the Law. | 


* 


*v : m4 3 — poet . Gi. ul 
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5 J am ſatisfied. While both concur to expedite : and 


aſcertain the Salvation of a Believer. 


« This Way of ſpeaking of the Law, as a Paten - 


« injured, and to be fatished, ſeems hardly defenſt- 
% ble.” Does not the Apoſtle ſpeak of the Law as 


a Perſon? A Perſon that /iveth * to whom ſome are 


married, and to whom others are dead? Aſpaſio will 


always think himſelf, and his Manner of ſpeaking 


ſufficiently defenſible, ſo long as be has the —— ; 


cal Practice for his Precedeng, 


Having ſuch a Precedent he wants no other ; 


otherwiſe he might plead the Authority of Mr. Taba 


Weley ; who in his Explanatory Notes on the New 
Teſtament, fays—* The Law is here ſpoken of (by 


ea common Figure) as a Perſon, to which as to 


& an Huſband, Lite and Death are aſcribed 4.” And 


if the Law be an Huſband, may not an Huſband be 
injured? May not an injured Huſband inſiſt upon 
being ſatished f 


« All the Benefits of the new Covenant are the 
« Purchaſe of CHRIS T's Blood, this is Aſpaſio's * 


Belief. To this you aſſent,“ Suck they are” — 

With Pleaſure I ſhould receive your Suffrage, was I 
not afraid that this is your Meaning; they are js the 

\ Purchaſe of His Blood, as not to have any Depen- 

dence on, or any Connection with, his moſt perfect 

Obedience. I was alarmed by the Cloſe of your laſt 
Paragraph, and my Suſpicions are increaſed by the 

iin negative Interrogation; « after this has 


„ been 


3 . The Word 97 at the End of the; 


\ firſt Verſe is ſpoken of the Law, not of the Man, as 
Mr. Veſey and others have very juſtly obſerved, I: 
| | 48 ſhould therefore be tranſlated not He, but It. „ 


4 See Explan, Wee Rom. vii. 1 
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« been fully proved, where is the Need, where is 
e the Uſe of contending ſo ſtrenuoully, for the Im- 
„ putation of His Richteouſnek f- 5 
Apaſio has informed you, Sir, in the it ind Dia- 
logue. He has there ſhewn the Advantage of un- 

folding, circumſtantially and copiouſly, this niomen- 

tous Fruth,—To give you farther Satisfaction, he 
has quoted the Words of an eminent Divine, of 
which the following are a Part.“ Vhoever rejects 
c the Doctrine of hs Imputation of our SAV 1- 

„ OUR's Righteouſneſs to Man, does, by ſo do- 

ing, reject the Imputation of Man's Sin to our 

4 8 AVIOUR, and all 'the Conſequences of it.” — 


5 If you are not ſatisfied with Mr. Staynoe's Reaſons, 


you are remitted to St. Paul. In Rom. v. (a Chaprer 
of diſtinguiſhed KAUAI and Importance) he teaches 
: Mankind that CHRIST died for the Ungodly ; 
that we are juſtified through His Blrod, are ſaved 
from Wrath by His Death. After all this had been 
fully proved, where was the Need, where was the 
Uſe of inſiſting largely upon that Obedience of ONE 
by which many are made * Righteous ? Or upon 
that Righteouſneſs of ON E, which is imputed to 
many for Juſtification of Life ? Let this the n 5 
Writer evidently des. 8 
Anſwer the foregoing Queſtion, in Behalf of the 
50 Apotile: and you will anſwer it in Bchalf of Aſpaſia. 
Or if you decline the Office, give me leave, Sir, to 
anſwer it on Behalf of them both. The Blood of 
. CHR [ST is never conſidered as independent "i os 
or detached from, the Righteouſneſs of CHRIST. 
They united their bleſſed Efficacy in accompliſhing 
the Work of our Redemption; we e always look upon 
f „„ them , 


Nom. v. 19. 
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them as a grand and glorious Aggregate, in their 
Agency inſeparable, though in Mediation diſtin- 
guiſhable. Being thus diſtinguiſhable, at proper 


eg we meditate upon each diſtinctly. We diſ- 
play each with all the Particularity poſſible, and 
cannot but contend for the Imputation of one, as 


+ wellasof the other. The farther we dig into either of 
_ theſe ſpiritual Mines, the greater F une of Treaſures 
we diſcover. The more we glorify the SAVIOUR, 


the more we ſtrengthen F ae. a nd the greater Ad- 


dition we make to our Comfort, our Peace, our Joy. 


Aßpaſis enquires; if CHRIS T was our Subſtitute 
as to penal Suffering, why not as to juſtiſying Obe- 
dience ? You reply—< tne former iS expreſsly aſ- 


„ ſerted in Sekipture, the latter is not ex- 
„ preſsly aſſerted there.“ à ſmail Inaccuracy here; 
ir! the former is no more a Scripture Expreſſion, 
| than the latter ; while the latter is no leſs the Doc- 
trine and Senſe of Scripture than the former. — A 
little Piece of F orgetfulneſs likewiſe ! Since you juſt 
now acknowledged, that“ CHRIST's univerſal 
Obedience was the ane Foundation of your Hope.“ 
But how can His Obedience be any Foundation of 
pour Hope, if in this Capacity he was not your 


Subſtitute ? Take away the Circumſtance of Subſti- 


tution, and there is no more Ground for your Re- 
Hliance on the Obedience of CHN 17, than for 
"ig your Reliance on the Obedience of Gabriel. N are 
made tha Righteouſneſs 0 f'G OD. becauſe we are 
IN Him, as our Proxy i our Head. Becaule he 


wrought the juſtifying Righteouſneſs, not only in 


our Nature: but in our Name, not only as as our Be- | 


nefactory, but as our Repreſentative, 


. "#5 3 Dc | | c As 7h 
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00 As Sin and Miſery have abounded: through the 


« firſt Adam, Mercy and Grace have much more 
Hh & abounded through the ſecond, So that now none 
have Reaſon to complain, ” Here indeed we have 
Aſpaſir's Words, but in a patched and disfigured 


Condition. One Part taken from Page 195, and ano- | 


ther wrenched from Page 191. Let: any one read the 


whole of thoſe Paſſages, and judge whether they can 
be fairly applied to the Doctrines of Election or Pre- 
deſtination. Yet Mr. JY:/ley is refolved at all Adven- 


tures, with or without Occaſion, to introduce theſe 


Subjects of deep and perplexed Diſputation. There- 


fore he replies, No, not if the ſecond Adam died 


ce for all, otherwiſe all for whom Re did not die, 5 


* have great Reaſon to com plain,” 


Here, Sir, do you not force an Inference from ; 


Aſpaſi s Words, foreign to his Deſign? He is ſpeak- | 
ing of thoſe who dernde themſelv es to CHR 1ST, 


and are recovered through his Righteouſneſs. Such | 


| Perſons he particularly mentions. Of ſuch alone he 
diſcouries; without conſidering the Caſe of others, 
who, deſpiſing, or neglecting «the REDEEMER, re- 
5 ject the Countel of GOD againſt themſelves. —Would _ 
it not be as editying to the Keader, and as agrecable | 
to your Office, if you ſhould join with Aſpaſio in 
| diſplaying the tree, ſuperabundant, infinitely rich 
Grace of our GOD; altogether as becoming this, | 
as to divert his Aim, and retard his Steps, when he 
I is preſſing forwards to this Prize of our high 5 


5 in CHRIST JESUS? 


| Aſpaſu's Words are, When we betake our- 


ſclves to CHRIST FESUS, we ſhall find, that, 
„ as Sin and Miſery have abounded, Sc.“ Pleaſe 
to obſerves Vir, how he limits his Diſcourſe, conſe- 


©} quently | 
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quently is obliged to defend nothing, but what cor- 


reſponds with ſuch Limitation. 


Had the [/-ae/ites any Cauſe to be diſſatisfied with 


the Proviſion, made for their Suſtenance and their 
Cure, when the Serpent of Braſs was lifted up on 
the Pole, and when the Bread from Heaven lay round 


about their Tents? No more have Sinners any 
Cauſe to think themſelves aggrieved, when the Sal- 
vation of GOD is evidently. ſet before them in the 


Goſpel ; is brought to their very Door, in the 
preaching of the Word, and they are allowed, im- 


: portuned, commanded to receive it by Faith, This 
is enough for me. Enough this for any T ranſgreſ- 
ſors, who want, not to gratify Curioſity, but to in- 


herit Life.— If they, or you, Sir, chuſe to pry fur- 
ther, and to intrude into the Divine decrets, I muſt 
leave you to yourlelves; ſaying, as I depart, The 


\ fecret Things belong unto the LO RD our GOD; but 


_ thoſe Things which are revealed, ORE unto us and Z 


- our Children *, 


„ The whole World of Believers. . This is 


«, an Expreſſion which never occurs in Scripture,” — 


It affords me a kind of preſumptive Proof, OXY . 
ſolid Objections are not at Hand, when ſuch Sha 
dows are liſted into the Service. —I ſhould be under | 


no Pain if you could prove your Charge, beyond all 


Contradiction. To what would it amount? Why, 
that Aſpa/ia having Occaſion to mention a certain 
Topic, happened not to make Uſe of the very Sylla- i 


bles and Letters made Uſe of in Scripture. And do 


you or I, Sir, in all our Sermons, Journals, Preſer- 


vatives, and Chriſtian Libraries, undertake to uſe 


none but ſcriptural Expreſſions? Had we done this, 5 


„ done 
Deut. xxix. 29. 5 


For ex 
| Words:? 
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one Benefit might indeed have accrued to the Public. 
It would conſiderably have reduced our Volumes.— 
But I trifle as well as Vir. //:/{-y. You proceed to 
enforce your Remonſtrance, by adding“ Neither 
« has the Expreſſion any Countenance from 3 
„ ture.” 1 am really aſhamed to detain our Reader 
any longer upon ſo trivial a Point. Therefore whe 
IL am going to reply, is only 2 Word to your 
ſelf, You, Sir, can tell who it is that afurms in a 


_ certain Bymn; 


Fear pry? ry As Jau | | 
It's b finiſh? d it's poſt — 

Tre lord is forgiv'n | 
tor 7. 1 8 US's 915 | 


The - Werld forgive rt W bat, all the World? Every | 
Child of Adam? 1 hey who believe not on CHRIST 


and die in their Sins? This you cannot mean; this 
vou dare not aſſert; this, L think, no Mortal can 


luppoſe. Jou yourſelf the :refore, by « the World,” . 
muſt intend * the believing World,” and are you 
offended at- Afpaſiz for commenting on your Text 2 
preſſing plainly what 1s implied in your own 


7˙2 2 E 20RD hall at 107 Eli if If be juſtified. 


This Text 4/pajo Quotes, and acquieſces in the 
common AY On upon Wich you ammadvert. e . | 
„ ought unqueſtion ably to be rendered by or through 
„ the LORD.” How hard is Aſpaſis's Lot! If he 
does not uſe the exact language of Scripture, he is 
criminal at your B Bar, witnels the preceding Opjection; E 
if he does uſe the exact Language of Scripture, as in 
the preſent Inſtence, you indite him for : an ercone- 


ous 
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ous Tranſlation. So that it is W 8 to 
eſcape your Cenſure. 
In the LORD, you affm 1 is not the pure La 
' guage of Scripture, it is a wrong Tranſlation, 
« and ought ungue/fionably to be rendered by or 
« through the LOKD.” Yet, Pnijquis adbuc uno 
partam colit affe Minervam—V hoever has learnt 
Febrew no more than a Mont, will aflure our 
Envlifh Reader, that the Prefix 2 is the very firſt 
Word in the Bible, Muit it there be tranſlated by 


or through the Beginnin 8 77 Hour young Scholar 


have only his P. baer he can ſhew the lame Particle 
occurring three Limes within the firſt Verſe. In the 
Hunſel In the Tay—In the Scat. 9 wice in the 
ſecond Verſe; His Deligbt is in the Lato In His 
Lato will he exercif Hine. Ihree Times more in 
the Remainder of the ſalm, SH,! bring for th Fruit 
in ws bealon—8hall not fland in Fridgment. Neither in 
the Conpronation F the Kg Cleo. — Now let the 
Engliſh Reader judge for bimſelf, whether the Ile- 
brew Prefix muſt “ rngue/tiinably be rendered'' in 
all theſe Places “ by or throgh.” By or throut 0 
bis Seaſon! By or throug! 11 the Congreg: ation! But | 
1 ſtop, there | is no Need to a; pply all the Patlages. 
Neither is there any Need ot Critic al Skill in 1 


guages, to determine concerning any one of them. 


Common Senſe in this Caſe is tutkcienily qualified 
to be our Ciitic and our Arbitrator, —l only with, 


Sir, you had produce EOF tie Evidence for the corrected. 


Verſion. Then the Public migut have ſeen on 


which Side the Balance were kk 2, to turn; and 
_ which were the molt cc cent Logic,  Aſpaſis Doc 


80 trine 15 Tales. theretors the I raallation IS wrong; 


„ 
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4. of the Tranſlation i5 > Fair, therefore his Doctrine 
„„ 

By this Tine, 1 believe, the wnlcarned Reader 
will begin to diſcern, what Degree of Credit is due 
to your Criticiſms upon the Original, and to your 
Alteration of the commen Verſion, when they are 

ſupported by nothing more, than your bare Aſſer- 
tion.— 1 allo begin to be apprehenſive that our can- 

valing the Senſe of Words, and fiſting the dead 
Languages, will be no very agreeable Entertainment 
to any Reader. I will ere dee for the future be 
more conciſe in the Execution of this Buſineſs; eſpe- | 
_ cially as I have here given a Specimen of has might 
de done. I will try, if-it is not poſſible, to animate 
what would otherwiſe be dull, and to blend godly 5 
edifying, with critical Diſquiſition. 
| So are complete in him. W ith this Tranſlation alſo 
r. Weſley finds Fault. The Words literally 
5 « e are, ye are filled with him.“ II am ready 
to grant, that Places may be found, where the Pre- 
poſition * mult be underſtood en to your 
Senſe. But then every one knows that this } is not 
the native, obvious, literal Meaning; : rather 2 
Meaning ſwayed, influenced, moulded by the pre- 
ceding or following W ord. The literal Signification 
of es ae is as we have rendered it.—Nor is there the 
leaſt Qccaſion to depart from the received Interpre- 
tation, it is ſuitable to the Context, and to the Scope | 
— the whole Epiſtle, — | 
HFowever, we will ſuppoſe. your Criticiſin to be. 
juſt. Does this deſtroy or enervate Aſpajio's Argu- 
| ment? Would you have one Meaning contradict or 
| ſupplant the other? Ye are filled with him, therefore 
. ye are not complete in him! Does the former 
5 1 Senſle : 


"MM 
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Senſe include or imply the latter ? Can you, or I, 
or any one be filled with every Requiſite for our Re- 
covery and Happineſs, yet not be complete? It ſeems 
therefore, you get nothing by this Criticiſm, but the 
Satisfaction of doing Violence to the Phraſe, with- 
out any Improvement of the Senie, or any Advan- | 
tage to your Cauſe. 

« The whole Paſſage (you: afürm) relates to Sanc- 
« tification, not to juſtincation,”” Where is „our 


Proof, Sir? This we always ex pet, This Mr. I\«fley 


ſeldom, if ever, condeſcen 16s to give. “ Yes, * Tays, 
« any unprejudiced Reader may obſerve 3, A 
ſtrange Kind of Proof]! reducible to no Figure in 


. Logic, unle!s there be a Figure ftiled Proſumption: 
Was I to anſwer for the unprejudiced Reader, I 
think he would obſerve the very reverſe, The Words 


of the Apoſtle are not a little forcible againſt your 
Senſe of the Paſſage, as will appear from the rank 


tive Adverb a/ſs, The next and the ſubſequent 
Verſes, we allow, relate to Sanctihcation : If this 


Verſe does the fame, ſuch is the Manner of the 
Apoſtle's Reaſoning, „ In whom ye are ſanctified, 
in whom alſo ye are ſanctified.“ Whereas if the 5 
firſt Clauſe denotes the Juſtification of the Coliſſian 
Converts through the Righteouſneſs of CHRIST, 


if the following Periods deſcribe their Sanctification, 
as a Conſequence of this moſt happily operating Pri- 
vilege, then the Reaſoning is juſt, and the Tranfition 
graceful. 00 In Him ye are completely juſtified, i in 


« Him alſo ye are truly ſanctified.“ ; 
The whole Paſlage is calculated to teach us that 


CHR IST is the . Foals Srfficiency, In Him, 


and in Him alone, there is enough to anſwer all the : 


Purpoſes of Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, SanAikcations 


and 5 
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and Redemption. —It is intended likewiſe to ad- 
moniſh us, that we ſhould reſt ſatisficd with Him 
alone, in Oppoſition to all the fond Inventions of 
Men; who would introduce ſomething elſe for the 


Ground of our Confidence, and the Cade of our 


| Conſolation, as though it was ſaid ; — 


If indeed our LORD FES US CHRIST had 


been an ordinary Perfon, or merely a created Being, 

ye might well be offenced at my Doctrine. Ye 
might hen with ſome colour of Reaſon ſeek to the 
Maxims of Phiio!ophy tor Wiſdom, or to the Wo: ks 
of the Law for Righteculnets, But CHRIST: is 
an immenſcly glorious Perſon, for in Him are hid all 
the Treaſures of IViſdem and Knowlea bene [tRIST 
is an incomparably exa'ted Sovereign for He is the 
Head of all Principulities and Pawers.—Yea, CHRIST 
is the ſupreme incomprehentble JEHOVARKH;.-for 
in Him dwelleth all the Fulneſs of the GOD HEAD 


bodily. Being therefore tranſplanted into Him by 


Faith, ve are complete. Pan of Him; ye 
have evcry Bleffing and all Good. Thought cannot 


imagine, nor Dehre crave, * 1 hing farther, 
greater, higher. 5 


Matchleſs Pri vilege! Exalead Felicity! F; 0 may 


the Knowledge, the experimental Knowledge of it, 
fil our Hearts as 25 

Sea ! Then will we ting the Hymn which once ex- 

pre! ted your Sentingemts and {till expreſ es mine. 


* Join Barth ana Heav'n ts uf 
The 01 KD our . | 
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indeed, but unica ally alcribeg to Mr. A elſley. In theſe . 


excellent 
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The Myſtery of Redemption thin 

This the SAVIOU R's ftrange Pager; 
Man's Offence was counted iis, _ 

Ours his Righteouſneſs droine. 


In Him complete wwe ſhine, 
His Death, his Life is mine © 
Fully am I juſtified, _ 

Free from Sin, and more than fre, 
Guilileſs, ſince for me He died, 
Righteous, ſince He liv'd for ne. 


The Text lately quoted from 1ſaiah, is Part of a 


Paragraph eminent for its Dignity and L ſefulneſs. 


Wie then conſidered a Fragment of it in a critical 
View ; let us now examine the whole of it with a 
devotional Spirit, Thus examined, 1 truſt it will 


be no longer a dry Bone, but 4 Feat of fat Thins: 
Full of Maroc. Permit me to propoſe a correct 


Tranſlation of the Original ; to add a {hort IUlluſtra- 
tion of the Meaning, nod then take my Leave for 
the preſent, | 


excellent Lines, how ſtrongly marked are the Sentiments 


of the Goſpel! 1 Our Offences ſo fully imputed: to 
CARIST, as to be accounted His. His Righteouſ. efs | 
ſo fully imputed to us, as to be accounted Ours, In 


Him we are complete, becauſe His moſt obedient Life, 

and his all-atoning Death are ours. We are ouiltleſs, 
not through our Repentance, or Reform tion, but be- 
cauſe he has died for us. We are righteous, not on Ac- 
count of any Graces or Aitaiaments ot our own, but be- 


cauſe he has lived for us. lo theſe Truths I moſt cor- 
= diajily ſubſcribe. This is that good old Wine that once 


made Mr. Weſley) s Heart g ad. He has ſince taited 


new; but hope he will be brought to lay, 8 © The old is . 


46 better.” | 


Look: 
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Look unto me and be ſaved all the Ends of the Earth, 
for I am GOD, and there is none elſe *, By myſelf” 
| bave I ſiborn, the Mord of f Righteouſneſs goeth out of 
my Mouth, the Word ſhall not return. To me every 


| Knee ſpall bow, and every Tongue ſhall ſwear t, ſaying, 


Lake. in the LORD have 1 Righteouſneſs and 
Strength. 


Cs None ela- N n rendered, ſignifies there is 

_ wot befides. Not any Perſon, nor any Thing. No Perſon 

_ ahle to lend an helping Hand. No Thing capable of 
yielding the leaſt Aſſiſtance. 

1 The Mord of R ightecn, Creſt, YAN NPTIY 1 apprehend is 
equivalent to St. Paul's hnoyo; Awarovyrs, and tignifies, if 
not the whole Goſpel, that precious Doctrine, Which is 
the Goſpel in Epitome. For the Vindication of chis 
Verſion, ſee “ itringa in loc. 

t Shall fwear. Our Tranſlation ſeems to diſcontinue 
the divine Speech here; which weakens the Force and 
diminiſhes the Dignity of the Paſſage. I apprehend 
JEHOVAH is ſtill ſpeaking, and in the following 
Words, preſcribes the F orm of the Confeſſion, or dictates 
the Words of the Oath, in which Sinners ſhall teſtify 
their Allegiance—even the Allegiance of Faith. Agree- 

ably to this Suppoſition, I would tranſlate the Word 98 
5 faying. It will then denote not one, or a few, but every 
| Tongue mentioned in the foregoing Verſe. pw> Lam 
aware is of the feminine Gender, but every Reader knows 
how often the Hebrews neglect the Nicety of grammatt- 

cal Conſtruction, and every Reader fees that the Idea of 
 WRor of a Per jon, is compr ehended in the Word Tongue. 

'& The Prophet! s TR ſurely, is ſomething like the 
Apoſtle's gaz pererys, yea, doubtleſs, Phil. in. 8. The 
_ HOLY GHOST teaches Believers to ſpeak with Vehe- 
mence upon this Point, to ſignify their ſted faſt and reſo- 
| lute Affiance in the glorious REDEEMER, together 
with the mighty and matchleſs Importance of this Faith. 
have taken in this Idea becauſe it is ſuggeſted by the 


Eꝛsgliſb Tranſlation, though I prefer the excluſive Senſe, 


only as implying an abſolute and total Renunciation of 
every other Confidence. _ | 
i eee, This 1 is 5 the e preciſe Signification of 
9 8 5 wp | 


2 15 
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Str ength. To Him ſhall Men come, Het all that are of- 


| fended in Him, ſhall be aſhamed. In the LORD hall 


all the Seed of oe be ju Jy mens and i in Him ſhall they 3 
glory. 


Here the SON of G OD preſents himſelf j in all 


| the Glories of His Perſon, and all the Riches of 


His Grace. Preſents Himſelf, as the Object of 
Faith, and the Author of Salvation. To be received 
by Sinners, without any recommending Qualities, 
or any Pre-eminence of one above another. — But 
hear his gracious Words. 

Look unto me, wretched ruined Tranſgreſſors, as 
the wounded Iſraelites looked unto the brazen Ser- 
nent, Look unto me dying on the Croſs as your 
Victim, and obeying the Law as your Surety. Not 


by doing, but by looking and believing; not by 


your own Deeds, but by my Works, and} my Suffer- 
ings, be ye ſaved. This is the ohne but certain 
Way of Salvation, Thus ſhall ye be delivered from 
Guilt, reſcued from Hell, and reconciled to G OD. 


Who are invited to partake of this ineſtimable Bene- 


fit? All the Ends of the Earth, People of every Na- 
tion under Heaven; of every Stat! on in Life; of 
every Condition and every Character, n not excepting 
the chiefeſt of Sinners, | | 
Is it poſſible that the Obedience of one, - ſhould 
fave innumerable Millions? It is not only poſſible 
but indubitable. For I am GOD infinite in Dignity 
and Power; therefore all-ſufficient, yea omnipotent 
to ſave. To ſave all that come unto me; be the 


, Multirades 


par which being i in the plur al N amber, ſeems to 1 
Completeneſs. A Righteouſneſs, perfect, entire, and lack- _ 
ing nothing. Having every Thing neceſſary for our 

Pardon, « our .ACCEPLIACE,; Our ev erlaiting Juſtiſication. 


1 
$3 
1 
*,4 
17 
1 
! 
j ö 
) 
itt 
1 
B+; 
5 | 
4 
N 
1 
. ' 
} 
Pl "4 
x in 
f 
0 
> 
1 
þ "1 
f 
bl 


32 LETTERS TO FuE LET. 2. 
Multitudes ever ſo great, or their Caſes ever ſo deſpc- 
rate. (Is nothing to be done by Tranſgrefiors them- 
felves? Are no Conditions to be fulfilled on their 


Part?) None—there is nought beſide me. No Perſon 
can take any Share in this great Tranſaction. No- 
thing can in the leaſt Degree co operate with my 


| Merits. Should you add” to my Obedience and 


Death, all that Saints have performed, and Martyrs 
have endured, it would be like adding a Grain to 


the Sands of the Ocean, or a Moment to the e Days : 
of Eternity. 


Such is my compaſſionate Invitation, and this my 
inviolable Decree, I have not only ſpoken, but 


| ſworn, worn by myſelf and all my incomprehenſible 
Excellencies. The Mord | of Righteeujneſs, that which 
relates to the grandeſt of all Subjects, and moſt im- 


portant of all Intereſts, is planned, aujuſted, and 


unalterably determined. Now even now 42 7995 out 
of my #bouth, is declared with the utmoſt Solemnity, 
and eſtabliſhed by Veracity itfelf, "The Word ſhall 
not return, either to be repealed by me, or fruſtrated 
by any other. hat is the Decree cor: firmed by 
this moſt awful Oath ? Weare all Attention to hear 
it. To me every Knee jha!! bow, Every Soul of Man, 
who deſires to inherit eternal i Liſe, mall fubmit to 
my Righteouſnels, and as an unworchy Creature, as 
an obnoxious Criminal, obtain the Eleſſing wholly 


through my Atonement.— 7 me very Tongue ſhall 
ſebear. Be Man's \uppoled Wirtues ever "Tg Various, 


or ever fo ſplendid, all ſhall be diſclaimed, and my 
Worthineſs alone fhall ſtand. Renouncing every o: ber : 


Fruſt, they ſhall repoſe the Confidence of their 


Souls on me alone, and make publi c Confeſſton of 
this their Faith before the whole World,—Bur we, 


O LORD, 
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O LORD, are ignorant, we cannot order our 
Speech by reaſon of Darkneſs.— This then ſhall be 
the Form of your Oath, ſuch the Tencur of your 
Confeſſion. | 
 Surely—It is a moſt wonderful; yet a moſt faithful 
Saying, extremely comfortable and equally certain. 
Orc not in myſelf, not in a poor frail Creature, 
but in the incarnate ] EH OVA H alone, in his 
divinely excellent Deeds, and unutterably meritori- 
ous Sufferings, I have Righteouſneſs, a Righteouſneſs 
without Spot, without Defect, and in all Reſpects 
conſummate: Such as ſatisfies every Requirement of 
the Law, and moſt thoroughly expiates all my Ini- 
| quities, Such as renders me completely accepted be- 
fore my Judge, and intitles me to everlaſting Life. 
From the joyful Knowledge, the perfonal Appropri- 
ation; and the perpetual Improvement of this ineſti- 
mable Privilege, 1 have Strength for my Sanctifica- 
tion. Now do 1 indeed delight myſelf in the LORD, 
Who perfectly reconciled, and ne gracious, has 
done ſo great TI hings for me; Now do I cordially 
love my Neighbour, and wie ſo happy myſelf, un- 
feignedly long for his teln ilappineſs, that * 
may be @ Partaker with me of this great Salvation. 
To this Sovereig n Decree, the Prophet ſets, as it 
were, his Seal, or elſe, in a Tranſport of Joy, he 
foretells the Accomplithment of it. Yes, my Bre- : 
thren, to Him, even to this gracious REDEEMER 
hall Men come. I fee them 5 dying as Clouds for Mul- 


titude, as Doves for Speed. They believe the Re- 
port of His Goſpel, and receive of His Fullneſs.— 


Whercas, all they that are offended in Him, that can- 


not away with his Doctrine, Which pours. Contempt 
= ms all buwan Excellency, and will allow no Righ- 
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teouſneſs to avail but that which! 18 divine ; who re- 


tuſe to come unto Him, poor, and 1 and 
ſtript of every Recommendation; all they Ha be 
aſhamed. The Fig-Leaves of their own Duties, or 
their own Endowments, ſhall neither adorn them 
for Glory, nor ſcreen them from Wrath—but ſhall 


abandon them to Vengeance, and cover them with 


double Confuſion. While on the other Hand, all : 
_ the Seed of Ißrael, every true Believer, ſhall be juſti- 


fied in the LORD. Againſt thefe Perſons no Ac- 


cuſation ſhall be valid: No Condemnation ſhall 
take Place: So magnificent is the Majeſty, fo ſur— 
paaſſingly efficacious are the Merits of their SAVI- 
OUR, that in Him they ſhall not only confide, but 

= glory; not only be ſafe, but triumphant ; cloathed 
with His incomparable Righteouſneſs, they ſhall 

- challenge every Adverſary, and defy every Danger. 
I o this Portion of Scripture ] have led back Tour 
Thoughts, that I might not cloſe with any diſguſting 
SBentiments, but might leave a ſweet Savour on your 
1 5 ern on x the Reader 8 Mind, and © on 1 the WING 4 Of 
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The Goſpel contains many ſublime and glorious 


Truths. But there is one, which, beyond all others, 
© characterizes its Nature, its Import, and Deſign. 
Which makes it moſt eminently to differ from every 
other Form of Religion, profeſled or known in the 
World. I mean the Doctrine of free Fuſfification, 
: Fe the Righteouſneſs of CH X IST. This is 
to the Religion of 7E SV, what the particular 


Features and Turns of Countenance, are to each 
individual Perſon. 
1 have ſometimes amuſed myſelf, with fianiing by 


a Painter, and obſerving him at his Work. Here,” 


| I have been ſurpriſed to > for,” how much a very little 
Stroke would alter the Aſpect of his Draught ; would 


turn the gay into a melancholy, or the o 
into a irantic Countenance. Several of Mr. Hey 


Pouches are to Appearance ſmall; but, I fear, they 


* ill be found to dis. gure more than ods the heavenly 
Pourtrait; and give a new, not the native, Air, to 
Je Tr uth as it is in FVS. But! proceed; HP 
Bulinets being, to prove, not to blame. 
Sinners, who betake themſelves to the all- funei⸗ 
nt SAVIOUR for Redemption, are fully accepted 
ey GOD, for bis beloved 8 ON's Sake. This is 
— Juttific ation through imputed Righteouſneſs, favs 
-jpaſin.—< That remains to be proved,” anſwers ; 


Mr. 1710 I chink, it is pretty largely, and I 


would hope, it is ſatisfactorily proved, through the 
Whole Book, —Nay ; I find Mr. Weſley himſelf ere 
Pong acknowledging, that, © as to the Doctrine, we 


b are agreed.” Picker therefore you have received the 


Proof, Which you demand; or elſe you can ſubmit 


without. Com ICH Son and agree without. Cauſe of 


2 2 ” : Apo 
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Agreement. Not to take Advantage of ſuch Slips, 
I would rather enlarge upon what may be uſeful. 

I would aſk Mr. Meſley; in what other Way Sin- 
ners can be juſtihed or accepted, fave only through 
imputed Righteouſneſs !'—Through their own good 

Deeds, and holy Tempers ? This ſuppoſes the Fruits 

to be good, while the Tree is corrupt ; and would 
make Salvation to be of Works, not of Grace.— — 
Through their own Faith, ſtanding in the Law? 

Then they are juſtified before a perfect GO, Y 
an imperfet Endowment; and Life eternal 
obtained, by the Exerciſes of their own Mind, not 
by the Merits of FESUS CHRIST.—Are they 
juſtified without any Righteouſneſs, either wrought 
by themſelves, or received * from another? This is 
an unworthy Thought; this were an unſufferable 
Practice; JIEHOVAH himſelf being Judge. He 
that juſtifieth the Wicked is an Ane naten + K. _ 

Say not; GOD is a free Agent, and not bound _ 
to obſerve his own Law. Say het z The Rule of 


| Righteouſneſs revealed in the Law, is his molt ſted - 5 


faſt Will; unchangeable as his Nature. Conſider 
_ alſo; What this "8 requires. A Satisfaction for 
sin, not t defective, but comp letely ſufficient; a Per- 


formane: 1 1 


* 0 n They 0 receive the Gif if Rights | 
ouſneſe. Rom. v. 17. 

Prov. xvii. 15. Ihis is an 10 Maxim: it 1s 3 
that Word of GOD, which endureth for ever. Yet it i; 
no Objection to his Method of jullifying the Ungodly. 
| Becauſe, He firſt 1 Imputes his SON's Righteouſneſs unto 
them: Thereby renders them truly and perfectly righte · | 


ous: Then pronounces them ſuch; and as ſuch, receives 


them to Pardon, to Favour, and eternal Li fe. Does not 
the Text, thus conſidered, afford an inconteſtable Ar. 
A2ument for the Neceſſity of an imputed Righteouſneſs? / 
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17 formance of the Command, not ſincere only, but 
abſolutely perfect. —Will G OD, in juſtifying a Sin- 
ner, diſregard, contradict, overthrow his own Law? 
In no wiſe, Since then it inſiſts upon, what no 
Mortal can yield, muſt not all Fleſh periſh for ever? 
This would be the unavoidable Conſequence, if 

5 Matters reſted on human Abilities. But here the 
pPleſed Goſpel comes to our Relief. Shewing us, 
that GOD, in his immenſe Mercy, and unſearch- 
N able W iſdom, has found out a Way, at once, to 
ſatisfy the unalterable Law, and ſave inſolvent Man. 
JI 0o juſtify even the chief of Sinners; yet without 
_ the leaſt Violation of Juſtice, Truth, or Holineſs, — 
What is this Way? His own SON accompliſhes 
the great Work. —How ? By relaxing the Precepts 
of the Law, that we may perform them? By dif- 
annulling the Sentence of the Law, that we may 
ec eſcape it? Heaven and Earth ſhall paſs away, before 
any ſuch diſhonourable Expedient takes Place. On 
the contrary ; He gives Satisfaction to the Sentence, : 
by ſuffering the tremendous Puniſhment denounced; 
and He fulfils the Precept, by yielding the finleſs 
| Obedience required, —Becauſe this was to be finiſhed - 
in the Nature, which had tranſgreſſed, therefore He 
as made Man. Becauſe this was to be truly, or 
rather infinitely meritorious, therefore the Man was | 
one Perſon with the GODHEAD. | 
Still it may be enquired ; How the Obedience of 
Another can relieve my Diſtreſs? How indeed! But 
by GOD's transferring my Guilt to Him, and im- 
puting his Obedience to me. By this Method, the 
: Thing is clearly and completely effected. n this 
Method, I fee a Propriety and an Efficacy, that 
- lence my Doubts, and comfort my Heart. Ats: 
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cordingly, it is written, in the Scriptures ; GOD 


was in CHRIST reconciling the World unto Himſelf, 
not imputing their Treſpaſſes unto them. GOD, the 


| Work was too arduous, to be performed by a 


created Agent, Therefore GOD himſelf was in 


CHRIST. None leſs than the Almighty LORD 


could execute the Buſineſs. But if HE undertake 


it, how ſucceſsfully muſt it be carried on, and how 
gbrioufly finiſhed |—Reconciling the Nori; not ſet- 
ting poor Tranſgreſſors to reconcile themſelves, but 
Himſelf contriving all, providing all, doing and ſuf— 
„ fering all, tt was neediu} jor this great Purpoſe. = 
. Being tlimſelf the Creditor, the Sponſor, and Payer 
of the Debt. How was all this brought to paſs . 
By not imputing our Tr eſpalſes unto Us; but taking them 
all upon Himſelf; bearing them all, in his own Body, 
upon the I ree ; "ua ſuſtaining the Vengeance, due 
to all our Crimes.—Thus was the Holy ONE and 
the Juſt made Sin for Ls ; that Me, ſinful Duſt and 
0 Aſhes, might, in the very {ame Manner, be made the 
Righteouſneſs of GOD in Him. The former could be 
only by Imputation; and ſo only can be the latter. 


If Men talk of being accep ted for CHRIST's | 


Sake, yet reject the Imputation. of Righteouſneſs, 
they muſt have very inadequate Notions, concern— 
ing the Relation which CHRIST bears to his Peo- 

ple, and the Nature of his mediatoria] Under- 

taking. Does this ſeem obſcure? T explain myſelf— 
7 Perſon may conduct himſolf fo Wen and ex- 0 
1 cellently, as, on Account of his worth iy Deeds, to 
obtain Favour in Behalf of another. And this, 
5 without being his Surety, or any Thing like his 
5 proper Righteouſneſs. Witneſs the famous Inſtance 7 
| 0 of kr two > Protbers, e. and 216 . The 


former, 
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former. was a gallant Hero; who expoſed his Life: 


and loſt his Arm, in the Defence of his Country. 
The latter, was an abandoned and infamous Profli- 


oate ; whole Crimes nad brought aim to the Bar of 
put HC Juttice.“ 'Fhe Hero, on the Day of Trial, 
appeared as an Advocate for his Brother. He pate . 
nothing, but only lifted up to View the maimed and 
diſmembered Arm. This ſilent Oratory ſtruck the 


Aſſembly; and pleaded ſo powerfully, that the Cri- 


minal was unanimouſly acquitted —Here was an 


Acquittal of one, in Conſideration of the Merits of 


another. Bur then the obnoxious Party had no ſpe- 


cial intereſt in thoſe Merits, They were not ac- 
quired or exerciſed, with a particular Reference 


0 his Good. Ile could not ſay, They are mine. 


Neither did they make him, in any Degree, or in 
any Senſe, righteous, — W hereas, the Reverſe of all 


this is true, with regard t JESUS CHR 1ST, and 


. juſtined dinners. | T Nis you and J, Sir, have aſſerted. 
Let us never retract the good 8 hon. But, as it 


15 the Truth of the Goel, let us ſtill and for ever 


lay, | BY 


In H / ar complete We 2 
„ Becauſe 
Our is Ris! 2 divine. 
e ſpeaking of the Terms inherent and im- 
pute, calls them nice UOiſtinctions and metaphyſical | 


7 - Subtiit; ies. | Mr. [eſlcy wakes Aſpaſio apply the 4 


pretiating Remark to the active and paſſive Righte 


ouſtueſs of C R1ST, Whereas, he ſays no luch 
Thing. He means no ſuch Thing. Heis treating 


of a Subject totally different. And was he to main- 15 


tain ſuch a Sentiment, every one muſt obſerve, i 
would entirely overthrow his whole Scheme. c 
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ce Vou oblige us to make uſe of metaphyſical Sub- 
« tilties by confounding theſe very different Ideas, 
that is, CHRIST's active and paſſive Righte- 
C couſneſs. — could hardly belieye my Eyes, for 
ſome Time; though both of them atteſted, that this 
"was" produced as a Quotation from pag. 202, 203. 
In which Pages, and for a conſiderable Space, before 
and after, the Subject of Debate is the Difference be- 
_ tween inherent and imputed Righteouſneſs, —[ was, 
I own, quite vexed, to fee Aſpaſio fo mal- treated; 
his Diſcourſe ſo miſrepreſented; Rand fo little Regard 
paid to literary Juſtice. And glad J am, that I did 
not give Vent to my T houghts, juſt at that Inſtant. 


I might have been too warm, and not have ſpared _ 


the Rod. But upon cooler Conſideration, began 
to recover, and the Preſcription | of Horace was of 
5 Service, 1 


 dmara kene temperat Riu. 


; 1 began to call your Conduct, not Anifice or 
. Slight of Hand, but Incogitancy or Thought miſ- 


applied. As you had been thinking fo long upon U 1 


| the other Topic, it dwelt upon your [Imagination ; 
| kept this from your Attention; and led you both to 
miſtake and to miſcall Things, Like a certain 


95 Preacher, who having loſt his Fortune i in the Bub- "4 
| bles of the Year 19, and having Occaſion to men- - 
tion the Deliverance of the Ißraelites from Eb, 


told his Audience, That Pharaoh and his Hoſt, were 


5 all drowned in the Sed. Sea—Poor Man? He 


meant che red Seas 
Mr. Weſley proceeds: « We 38 not confound the 5 


6 active and paſſive Righteouſneſs. Does Alpaſir, 


- Sir? He that conſiders them particularly and diſtinct. 
1 yy? 
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ly?! He that examines each with A "erica! and mi- 


nute Exactneſs? If this be to conſound, Order and 
Confuſion have changed their Nature. 


Neither do we ſeparate them.” It is ſome what 


difficult to underſtand, what you mean by ſeparating 


3 the active and paſſive Righteouſneſs of our LORD ,— 


Separating them, as to their Influence? Then you 


muſt be ſenſible, this is never done by Aﬀpaſin 9 


cannot but know, that he diſclaims ſuch a Reiine- 
ment. He proteſts againſt ſuch a Practice. Do 


” you mean, treating them as Things really diſtinct, | 
1 though always uniting their Agency Then JI am at 

a Loſs to reconcile Mr. May with himſelf. For in 
the very next Paragraph, he thus expreſſes himſelf, 


Through the Merits of his Life and Death, every 


= : Believer 5 iS ultified, Are not the Merits of his 
Life here 4%. nguiſbed from the Merits of his Death? _ 
Does not the former Expreſſion denote his active, 
the latter his paſſive Obedience? Or would you be 
underſtood to mean? © Through the Merits of his 5 
Lie, which are nothing elſe but the Merits of his 
„ Death.“ If you N not {peak in this Manner, 
o unworthy of your better Judgment, you do the 


very Thing which you blame. — This is done ſtill 


more apparently, in one of your Hymns. Where 
we fee, not only a Separation, but a diſtinct Vie 


N and Application of the leparated Subjects. 5 


| Grant this, 0 L ORD; 3 Vor th "on haj? * 'd, 
That 1 might be forgive 1: 


Thou haſt the Ri ghteouſn 95 / phy 4 


For which 7 merit Heaven, 


1 could eaſily excuſe Mr. Wiley, for below 4 a mee 


: ;nconſiſtent with himſelf; did he not alſo venture to 


confront | 
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| confront the Apoſtle, by the following Aſſertion. 
„Neither have we any Authority from Scripture, 
« for either thinking or ſpeaking of one ſeparate | 
from the other.” lows not St. Paul, in one 


Paſſage, ſpeux of tne Obedience? in another, of 


the Des ich of CHRIST? Does he not, in one 


Place, enlarge upon the Righteouſneſs? In another 
upon the BIO of CHR! ST? It fo, we have an 


Authority from Scripture, we have the Example of 
the chieieſt Ap oftle, tor this TOO; of tink: ng and 


ſpeaking. 
We have aiſo a concurrent 1 eltimony from the 


: Genius and import of the original Language. Do 
not vꝛravon and a bu fignity ſomewhat di fferent 
from 644% nd bud? Are there any app woved Wri- 
ters, who uie theſe Words promiſcuouſly? as ſo 


many ſynonimous and convertible Terms ? If not, 


the Voice of Grammar will vinticate the Propriety 
of our Conduct, while we affign a ſeparate Liſcourſe 55 

to each Subject, and exhibit 1 them ſeverally 1 in the 
moſt diſtinct View. . EY 


Are not Lig} nt and Heat alwa: ys e in the Sun? 


+ the Naturaliſt to blame, who conſiders them 
diſtinctly; and examines each Property, in a ſeparate 
Treatiſe? You would commend this Practice in the 

: Philotopher, as the Way to enter thoroughly into 
the Knowledge of his Subject. And why ſhould | 

_ you cxplode or cenfure it, in the Chriſtian Divine? 

> ot theological Truths as worthy of a circum- 

ſtantial and accurate Inveſtigation, as philo ophica] ? 

Will they not as amply reward our Diligence, and 

- yield as rich Advantage to the ſerious FE. nquirer ? : _ 


The Righteouſneſs which juſtifies Sinners, is al-: 


ready wr ought {ot — Meer A & crude, unkerip- 


< tural 


LET. . MR. WESLEY: 4 
44 tural Expreſſion, 5 replies Mr. Weſley. It may be 


ſo. But if the Expreſſion is plain and true, I will 
ſit down content. This, however, you will allow 
me to obſerve; 12 it is no new one, and is not far 


from ſcriptural. Aorteth Righteouſneſs, you know, 
is a {eriptural . Phraſe. Does the Word out ſpoil it, 
or. the Word already £ I ſuppoſe, the latter may be 
moſt offenſive. | Ye you ſpeak, in this very. Para- 5 
graph, of being “ juſtified by the Merits of 
„ CHRIS T's Life and Death.” Are not theſe 
Matters already tranſacted? Is not the Merit of 
them already perfect? Or can any Language expreſs 
| theſe Things more clearly, and aflirm them more 
ftrongly, than thoſe emphatt ical W ords in one of 


your © own 1 mns ? 


"Tot us for this Faith contend, 
Sure Saurier 2 75 its. End < 
t 5 16 e | 


Pardon me then, Sir, i if 1 ail ſuſpeQ, that the- 


Do: Aarine and its Confequences, rather than the Ex- 


preſſion and its Crudity, awaken your. Jealouſy. IF 
this Doctrine be CESS „ if the juſtifying RI. Shte- 
ouſneſs be already wrough t, it muſt abſolutely over- 


turn all your Pre- -requiſites, Qualifications, and Con- 


_ ditions; Conditions of Repentance, Obe -Jience, and 
1 know not what beſides. Wi. muſt tay to every 


155 one of them, as 7ehbu [: 1d to the Yefiengers of Jo- 


ram What hajt thou i do 03th the grand Article of 
Jullificativn Get thee behind me. Could they be ful- 
filled, they would come 4 957 too late; like the 
Sickle, when the Har veſt | is reaped, | Could they be 
| fulfilled 
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fulfilled in al! their i imaginary Dignity, they would, 


in this Relation, be needleſs; like a Propoſal for 
1 augmenting the Splendour of the Sun. 
*:: 6 -The Rightcouſneſs, which juſtifies ſinful Man, , 
„ was ſet on Foot, when GOD ſent forth his SON, 
from the Habitation of his Holineſs and Glory, 
to be born of a Woman, and made ſubject to the 
„ Law. It was carried on, through the Whole 
- « Courſe of our SAVIOUR Like + in which 
« te always did ſuch Things, as were ole ling to 
his heavenly F ATH 2 R it was. completed, . BE 
„that ever memorable, that grand Period, when 
the bleſſed IMVIANUEL bowed his dying Head; 
„ and cried, with a ftrong triumphant Voice, I'T 18 
„ FINISHED. Upon this Extract from Alpaſio's 
Diſcourſe, Mr. Vaſley exclaims, O vain Philoſo- 
phy! —-Philoſophy! This Philoſop} 1y, Sir! Never-- 7 
did I hear, till this Moment, ſuch Doctrines aſcribed _ 
to Philoſophy. But this I have heard, and this 1 
believe; 3 that the World, even the learned and philo- : 
ts ſophic World, by their boaſted IWildem knew not 
60D; nor GOD's Method of f Salvation, by the 
1 of an innocent, and the Obedience of a 
divine Perſon. Their Philoſophy prejudiced. them 
a gainſt it; puffed them up with a vain Conceit of 
- their own Suffcieney; ; and ſet them at the greateſt i 


5 N from ſubmitting to the Rightcouſneſs of 


"1 03 Fir. you would Wei me, in which of the 


= Philoſophers: 1 might find theſe ſacred Sentiments ; 
> l Grain, or a Spice, or a Savour of them; 4: 
have, for a conſiderable Time, laid aſide my Plato, 
and have no more Inclination to turn over my Se- 
; neca; 4: becauſe 1 can ſee nothi vg like this divinely a 
_ l ee — 
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precious Truth, adorning and enriching their Pages. 
But if you will diſcover this golden Vein in- Weir 

Works, I will immediately renew my Acquaintance 

with them; and will do the Philoſophers a Piece of 

Juſtice, which Mr. V. Aer denies them. I will not 

call their Philoſophy vain, but the Viſdom of GOD, 

and the Porver of G O D. A Righteouſneſs wrought 
out, and a Redemption obtaincd for us! The former. 
divine! The latter eternal! Theſe, rightly under- | 
ſtood, make us beyond all the Treaſures of Litera- 
ture, wiſe, Thele, habitually enjoyed, will, more 
effectually than all the Delineations of Morality or 

: Exhortations to Virtue, render us holy. 
A divine Righteouſneſs (pardon me for dwclling 

on my frvourite . opic) already v rougbt A great i | 

i Redemption perfectly finiſhed ! And this by the 

Abaſement, the Ignominy, the Indignities; by the 
ties, the Agonies, the Blood of our SAVIOUR, 

| Yea, of our "60D, in Faſhicu as a Man; in the 


Form of a Servant, a Slave, an execrable Male- 


55 factor.— What, like this, did a thouſand. Philoſo- - 
phers teach? What, like this, do a thouſand of their 
Volumes contain? To ſtab our Pride; to tame our 


F ury; and to quench our Luſt? To kindle our Be- 


nevolence; to inflame our Devotion; 35 to make us, „ 
in a Word, 20% unto Safvalicn | 
« The plain Truth is, C HR 1s 7 liv ed 404 
« taſted Death for every Man,” To be ſure then, 
ſince every Man is not ſaved by Him, He lived and 
died only to make their Salvation pothble,—F rom 
this and other Hints, [ gueſs your Opinion to be. 
that CHRIS \ by his Lite and Death, obtained 


= only a Poſſibility of Salvation. [Which Salvation is 


to become our on, upon performing Terms and 


Con 7 
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Conditions, bringing with us Pre- requiſites and 
Qualifications. If miſtake you, Sir, in this Caſe, 
you have nothing more to do, than ſimply to deny 
my Suppofition. This exculpates you at once, 1 
| ſhall rejoice to hear you ſay; © As CHRIS T 
made us, and not we ourſelves.; in like Manner 
Hie faves us, and not we ourſelves. No human En- 
« dowments, no human Performances, but CHRIST - # 
alone is the Author of eternal Salvation,” - 
Should you reply, true - CHRIST is the Au- 
' thor of eternal Salvation, but f thoſe only who obey 
Him. I muſt then aſk; What Obedience CHRIST 
requires? The Law favs Po, and live.“ CI1RIST, 
the End of the Law, ſays; “ Believe in ME, and 
live. Be verily perſuaded, that I am ſufficient for 
66 thy Salvation, without any W orking of thine at 


all,. Is not the SON, the SON "of the moſt _ 
« bigh GOD, given unto thee i in the divine Record 5 


« Be ſatisfied with his Doing and Suffering, without | 
„ wiſhing for, or thinking of, any Thing more, to 
& procure thy final Acceptance?” Let no one ac- 


count lightly « of this Obedience. It 18 the Obedi- 


ence of Fa „ he Obedience ſuited to the Name 


wy 3333 Obedience to the firſt and great Com- 


mand of the Goſpel. Beyond all other 1 xpedients, 
it excludes Boaſting z ; and, at the ſame Time, pro- 
duces that genuine Love, that filial F ear, which the 
Law of Works requires in vain, _ 

Only to make a Thing poſt: ble, at ad to ele it, 
i are widely different. When our King fits out a 
| Fleet, and gives his Admiral a Commiſſion, to har- | 

raſs the French Coaſts, and deſtroy the French Ship- 
ping, he makes the Thing poſſible. But to carry 
this Deſign i into Execution; to accompliſh the En- 
| . 
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terprize, now become practicable ; ; is a far more 
arduous Taſk, and a far more honourable Atchieve- 
ment. How ftrangely do thoſe Writers derogate 
from the Dignity and Glory of the REDEEMER; 


who would aſcribe to Him, what correſponds with 


the former; and attribute to Man, what bears a 


* nce to the latter! 


If CHER IST only made our Salvation + polite 


| then we are to execute the Plan. We are to face 
the Enemy, to ſuſtain the Charge, and filence the 


Battery: We are to climb the Steep, to enter the 
| Breach, and bring off the Standards. And fo, in 
all Reaſon, the Honour and Praiſe muſt be our 
own.—Whereas, the Goſpel gives all the Honour 
to the Captain of our Salvation. He bore the Hear 


and Burthen of the dreadful Day, He made Recon- 


ciliation for Ini iquity, and brought in everlaſting 
| Righteouſneſs, So that all our officious Attempts, 
like a Pinnace arriving after the Victory, ſhould be 
told, It rs finiſhed ; | he great Salvation is already 
wrought. And inftead of being diflatished or diſap- 
; pointed, methinks, we ſhould rejoice, unſeignedly 
"rejoice, in the e of the giorious 


Work. 


If it ſhould occur to the Reader's Mind, that the 
Chriſtian Life is repreſented as a Warfare; and that 
we ourſelves are commanded to fight, though under 

the Banner of our divine Leader ; to this Doubt 5 


would anſwer—The Canganite is 2 772 the Land; 


and we fight, not to gain the Country, but _ = 


ſubdue the Rebels. 


W hoever perverts ſo glorious a Doatrine, thews 


« he never believed, 5. — This may be the Subſtance 
of what Aſpaſio mai intains. I. houg zh not . 


. | | ſo 
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fo fully or ſo clearly, as he has expreſſed himſelf. n 
i However, ſuch a ſmall Wrong we will readily ex- _ 
| cuſe. It was done with no dier Intention, but — 
| for the Sake of Brevity. wo 
5 To this Poſition Mr. Wiſkey renlles ; <Not ſo. — | 


That is; they did really and truly believe. But ; 
after their Belief, they apoſtatized, and fell from __ 
the Faith. They were, ſome Time, the Members * 

of CHRIST, and Temples of the HOLY GHOST; _ 

but, quickly ſevered from their divine Head, they 8 

became the Slaves of the Devil, and Brands for the 
cuverlaſting Burning. Their Names were, indeed, 
written in Heaven. But it ſeems, the heavenly 
Records were leſs faithful than the Pariih Regiſter, 
They were quickly eraſed, and their Place in the 
Book of Life knew them no more. 
e thus—They « did as really and trul y believe, as 

| thoſe who are now in the Manſions of Glory, But, 
© after their true Knowledoe of the Name «of the LORD 
1 JESUS; after their full Conviction of his Sufficiency 
. Faithfulneſs for their Salvation; even ſuch as 

| : inclined and enabled them, to Put their Truft in Him 
| 1 alone, for their Acceptance with G OD; they were 
| dJilappointed. Though CARIST ca led them hs 
| | Sheep, as thus hearing bis Hice; vet He did not give 
es unto them eternal Life, accord: ing to his Promiſe. But - 
© ſuffered Satan to pluck them out of his Hand. 8 

| ls | Theſe Sentiments have no very probable, much 

1 35 leſs have they a pleaſing or recommending Alpect. 

= Let us enquire, whether they comport with St. Tons 

1 Determination of the Caſe, Speaking of ſuch Back- 5 
„ dew, be fin,” They «went out jrom 1s, but they ꝛwere 
not of us. Mr. Weſley, to be conſiſtent with himſelt, 
ſhould ſay « on this Occafion z Not i ſoz they were 
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of you, but they fell away from you.“ The 
f Apoſtle proceeds; For, if they had been of us, no 
Doubt, they would have continued with us. Had they 
bcen really converted, they would molt undoubtedly 
have continued in our Doctrine and Fellowſhip. 
Their Revolt from our Doctrine, is a manifeſt Proof, 
that they never truly received it, nor with their 
Heart believed it. Their Departure from our Hel- 
lowſhip, is an evident Indication, that they were, 
notwithſtanding all their Profeflions, fill carnal, and 
never renewed by Grace. He 
Mr. Veſtey produces a Text from St. Peter, with 
a View to ſupport his Objection. They who turn 
pack as a Dor to his Vamit, had once ejcaped t the Pollu- 
tions of the IYarld, throush the Knowledge of CHRIST. 
Here and elſewhere I PECCEIVE the Cannon roar, but 
without feeling the Ball. Before this Piece of facred 
Artillery can he broug ht to bear upon us, it will be 
neceſlary to prove, that the Rnowledge of CAZRIST, 
or even believing 1 in CARIST, always fignifies true 
Faith. In ſome Places, it certainly does. In other 
Places, it ſignifies no ſuch ning. Thergh habe 
all Knowledge, ſays the Apoſtle; yet even with this 
ſpecious Endowment I may be netbing. There is a 
Knowledge, ſays the ſame Author ; which, inſtead 
of edifying „or eſtabliſhing the Soul in Codlineſs, 
puffeth ap. with Pride, We are likewiſe aſſured, that 
Simon the Sorcerer, though 1 in the Gali of Bitterneſs 
and in the Bond of Iniquity 7, yet had Knowledge of the 
. Things, which concerned the Kinodom ;f GOD, and the 
Name of JESUS CHRIST; _ nay, that Je 40% 
believed, yet had neither Lot nor Por tion in the 1n- 
— eflimable Wai ) 8 
% 15 | 
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Let us attend to the Apoſtle s Manner, and we 


ſhall be led to put the ſame Interpretation upon the 
| Phraſe, as it is uſed in the Paſſage before us. —Theſe _ 
People are not deſcribed, like the true Believers, to 
whom he addreſſes the Epiſtle. Here is no mention 
of their being Partakers of a divine Nature; of being 


born again by the incorruptible Seed; or of having their 


Souls puri by the SPIRIT. They are only aid o 
have eſcaped the Pollutions of the World. — Again; 
the Word expreſſive of theſe Pollutions is wacudia, 
5 which denotes the grolleſt Exceſſes, and moſt ſcan- 

dalous Iniquities. Conſequently, their abſtaining 
from ſuch Abominations, implies no more than 
what is called a negative Goodnefſs, or a mere exter- 
nal Reformation. Their Luſts had! been reſttained 
only, not ſubdued. Therefore the unhappy Wretches 
were ealily overcome by their old Corruptions.— 
It is farther obſervable, that St. Peter never conſiders 
theſe Perſons as new Creatures. He calls them by 
no other Name, than the Dog and the Sto. Such 
they were, at firſt; n better, under all their Pro- 
feſſion of Chriſtianity ; ; and no other, even in their 
fouleſt Relapſes. When they returned again to their 
Vomit, or their filthy Practices, they returned 10 


their own. _ 


There is, then, a Knowledge of CLRIST, which 


is only ſoperſicial and notional; floats idly on the Un- 
An but neither penetrates, nor ſanctifies 
the Heart. There is allo a Knowledge of CHR IOI, 
which 18 wrought by the 8PIRI 38 and engrafted 
into me Soul; which receives the Gift of Ri ofte % 
 ouſneſs, and 3 Juſtification into the Conſci- 
ence. The Comfort and Joy of which, mortify the 
0 Love . of Sin and produce the Life of Holincls. 


I his 
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This Knowledge, Sir, may you and 1 teach; in 
this Knowledge may our Hearers and Readers 
abound; and may the divine Power give us, by 
Means 1 this Knowledge, all Things pertaining to 
Life and Godlinels ! coy 

The Goodnejs :f GOD leadeth tn Nee — 
„ This is unqueſtionably true, ſays Mr. Weſley. 
« But the nice metaphyſical Doctrine of imputed _ 
6 Rightcouſ neſs? — Should you not rather have faid, 
The nice metaphyſical Phraſe ? Since, as to the 


Doctrine, we are, according to your own Confeſſion, ; 


agreed. Bound TE WW each of us, equally bound 
to clear it of the Conſequences, with which it may 
be charged, by the Author of the Preſervative, or by 


75 any other Objector.— And as to the P 1 [ cannot 


underſtand, by what Authority Mr. JI "ley calls it 
metaphyſical. Theron, it is true, uſes the W ord, and 
applies it to the preſent Subject. But does not 
Mr. Moſcey know, that Theron often perſonates an 
Enemy, and ſpeaks the Language of Unbelief?— 
Be pleaſed, Sir, to explain your Term; and ſhew, 
in what Senſe it is Compatible with this 4 Article of 


my Faith? “ I am acquitted and counted righteous _ 
& before GOD, only throug b the Imputation . 
„ SAVIOUR's ( bediene and Death! * Which 


is, both in Style and Sentiment, truly erangelical; | 


but, in no Degree, that ] con diſcern, metaphyſical. 

When Mr. Heſley adds; This leads not to 
« Repentance, but to Licentiouſnels ;* - HE {peaks 
what we underſtand, not what we ala r. - WIII 
any one ſay, That ſpeculative > Reaſoning upon the 
Goodneſs of GOD, or contemplating it barely in 
our Ideas, leadeth to Repentance? Bot, when We 
talte and enjoy, when we apply and appropr) ate, his 

W profuſely 
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profuſely rich Liberality i in CHR 7875 we are 
35 thereby prompted to neglect, abuſe, and diondur 
our great Benefactor? Or ſhall it be ſaid? The di- 
vine Goodneſs, manifeſted in common Providence 
and inferior Inſtances, tends to awaken Love and 
work Godlineis, But the ſame divine Goodnefs, 
ſhining forth in the moſt iluſtrious Manifeſtation, 

that Men or Angels ever knew; ſhining forth with 


e the Glory, 2 Richneſs, A ee ſufficient. to 


tranſport Heaven and Earth with Joy unſpeakable: 
This Goodneſs tends to excite Contempt of GO D, 
and to cheriſh carnal Indulgence? Such an Infinua- 
tion, ſo depreciatory to the Righteouſneſs of the 


bleſſed FES US, I had much rather have heard in a 


Fewihh SYNAGOGUE, than have”; len 3 in Mr. — 5 2 


> FEE 


- No, Six; this and "A alone hath a Hin to 
55 Repentance. Not all the Munificence of the 
DELTYs; neither the Rain from Heaven, nor 


© fruitful e ; neither the Fatneſs of the Earth, 1 


nor the Abundance of the Seas; can take away the 


= Enmity of our Nature, and 8 our Affections 
0 8 OD. Nothing, nothing but a Senſe of Pardon 
and Acceptance, through the Work finiſhed on 


IMMANUEL's Croſs.—If you pleaſe to review the 
- Text; you will not affirm, that the Apoltle is aſſert- 
ing the efficacious Influence of providential Goodneſs 
on the Hearts of Men. He is evidently inveighing 
againſt the groſs and almoſt general Abuſe of fuch 
Bounty. Though it ought, it does not produce 

' Gratitude and Duty. It would indeed upon upright, 
but it does not thus operate upon depraved Minds, 
No Cauſe is adequate to this Effect, but free Jutti- 
. fication 1 85 3 CR [ST. 


« The 
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„ The Believer cannot but add to his Faith, 
„Works of Righteouſneſs.” —-+ During his firſt 
« Love, ſays Mr. Meſley, this is often true. But it 
eis not true afterwards, as we know and feel by 
„ melancholy Experience.” —How, Sir! Do you 
- yourſelf feel this? Where then is your ſinleſs Per- 
ſection ? Can they be perfect, whoſe Love ceaſes to 
glow, and whole Zeal loſes its activity? Does 
Mr. Meſley himſelf make this Confeſſion? Let him 
then fay with us— And let us ſay, with invariable 
Stedfaſt neſs, and with increafing Gratitude—Bleſſed 
be GOD for Perfection 1 in FESUS CHR FST1- 
Do you learn, Sir, what is here acknowledged, by 
Oblervations made upon others? Then thoſe others, 
5 apprehend, if they do not exerciſe themſelves in 
good Works, either have no Faith, and deceive both 
you and themſclves—Or elſe they intermit and diſ- 


continue the Exertion of their. Faith. Which nei- 5 


ter detracts from the Efficacy of the Principle, nor 
diſproves Ajpaſia's Opinion. It is not ſaid; The 
Believer never trips, nor faulters in the Courſe of 


= his Obedience; but, he always adds to his Faith, 


the Duties and Works of Obedience. Whenever 
the former. acts, the latter conſtantly enſue. So long | 
1 a8 we live by the F aith of the 8 SON of G OD, we 
hall not fail to bring forth thoſe Fruits of Righte- 


ouſneſs, which are through FESUS CHRIST. 


This is ſtrongly maintained, by Ajpa/r2, in ano— 
ther Place. © It is as impoſſible for the Sun to be 


e in his Meridian Height, and not diſipate Dark 


« neſs, or diffuſe. Light; as for Faith to exiſt in 
« the Soul, and not exalt the Temper, and melio- 


. <« rate the Condu&. This is very forcibly implied, 


in our LORD'S. Interrogation to his Diſciples; 
. E 3 5 Where 


— e 
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Mpere is your - Faith? It wot be Seat * in- 


active, like the Sap of the Trees in Winter, or like 


the Faculty of Reaſoning in Sleep. Otherwiſe, it 


would baniſh your. Fears, even amidſt the raging 
Storm; and produce an undaunted Confidence in 
GOD your SAVIO UR:-—The Deign of all 
| this, is, to evince the Wiſdom of the Goſpel, 
which lays ſuch a Streſs upon Faith; ſo frequently 
urges the Neceſſity of Faith, above 0 before all 
Things; repreſenting it, as the principal Work of 
the divine SPIRIT, and the great Inſtrument of 
receiving Salvation. Hence it appears, that the ſa- 
cred Plan is not formed in vain; much leſs is it cal- 
: culated to ſuppreſs or difconragt real Holineſs. 


Wie no longer obey, in crder io: lay the Foun- 


No dation for our "inal Ee „ ae Words 
I read with Plcaſure.—“ That Fb N is als: -- 

Wo. ready laid in the Meri ts of CHRIST.” Theſe A 
Contemplate with ſtill greater Satisfaction. But 
when. J come to the following Clauſe, « Yet we 
„ obey, in order to our final Acceptance. through 
. his Merits,” / with Difappoinement and Regret 1 
ö cry; How is the Gold become dim | How 18 te 
mol; fine Gold changed! | 5 


A Found: tion, for what © "th of outs 1 


For Pardon, for Reconciliation, and for everlaſting - 
Salvation. For Peace 6f Conſcience, tor Acceſs 0 
GOD, for every ſpiritual and eternal Eleſfing. — 
N Foundation, of 20H Rind? In: all Reſpects per- OS 
fect; incapable of any Augmentation; ; not to be 
ſtrengthened, enlarged, or improved by's all the Du 
ties and all the Deeds of Prophets, Apoltles, Mar- 
5 tyrs. Becauſe it has Omnipotence ior its E {tabliſh- 

: ment. —A F oundation, fir Wome | P. For Singers; for 


the 


r A. M R. WE SLEY; 55 
the vileſt and moſt miſerable of Sinners. That all 
guilty and undone Wretches may come; and though 


ever ſo weary, ever ſo heavy laden, may caſt their 


Burthen upon this Rock of Ages; in full Aſſurance : 


5 finding Reſt, and obtaining Safety. 


"This is chearing; this is charming. What Pity 


it is, that ſuch an illuſtrious Truth {h-:!4 be clouded, [ 
fuch a precious Privilege ſpoiled, by nüt Zungracious 


Sentence! © We obey i in order to our final Acerp- : 


( tanee.“ But is this, Sir, your conſtant Profeſſi- 

on I muſt do you the Juſtice to own, that you 
have happicr Moments, and more becoming Appre- 
hbenſions.— When you join in public Worlhip, this 
is your humble and juſt Acknowledgment; 6A}: 


« though we be unworthy, through our manifold | 


* Sins, to offer unto Thee any Sener yet we 5 


4 heſeech Thee to accept this our bounden Duty 


8 CO IE fu PP 9 53 8 
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„ and Service.” When you criticiſe upon Aſpaſio, 
the Note is changed, and this is the Purport of _ 
your Strain; “ We beſeech Thee to accept us, on 

« Account of theſe our Services; for we do them, 
„O LORD, with a profeſſed View to this End,” — 
= To implore Acceptance for our Duties, confelles” 
them to be mean and contemptible, Whereas, to 
expect Acceptance on their Account, ſtrongly inti- 


mates their Excellency, That they are worthy in a 
very high Degree; ſo as to obtain Favour, not for 


themſelves. only: but far a miſerable Creature alſo, 


who confeſſes himſelf ſubject to manifold Sins. 
I ſaid, „on account of ”—F or, if you obey, in 


order to your final Acceptance; ſurely, you muſt 
expect final Acceptance and eternal Life, on account 


of your own Obedience. A poor Object diſplays his 


Sores, and relates his Diſtreſs, i in order to obtain 


E. . pour 


36 LETTER 1 rn ir. 3, 
your Ahne 1 Does he not then expect your Alms on 
account of bis Sores, his Diſtreſs, and his piteous 


Tale ?—\What a Coalition is here, between Mr. 
l ſley and the Subjects of the triple Crown! I find 
the whole Council of Trent eſtabliſhing his Senti— 
ments by their e Decree. Theſe are 
8 2 Words X I any one lh. 1! ſay, that the Righ- 
c teous ought not, for their own good Works, to 
55 ade che e ere: al Rew: 12 through the Merit of 
_« FESUS CHRIST, let him be accurſed *,” 
. «Do you ſpeak of the Meri 00 22 IST? So do IS 
they. Lo you, in fore der, fe, allow C47 RIST to 5 5 
be the Foundation? So do they. Are your Works 
to rear the Edince, and perform the mot reipeCtable | 
Part of the Buſinet 8 1 do are thei rs. 


By this Lime, 1 believe, the thous Shtful Reader 


: will 8 the Reaſon, wiy you oppoſe and decry 
imputed Righceouſncls, Yo! u are folicitous, | it ſeems, 
not ba arely tor Works of Obedi ence, but for their 
Value and Credit in the Affair of Salvation; for 
their e and e in winning the 
Good-will of JE HOV AH, Since this is your No- 
tion, you may Well be ks at CHR IS T's im- 
8 puted Rizhteouineſs, This will admit. of no Partner 
or Coadjutor This, Sir, in the Caſe of Juſtifica- 
tion, pours Contempt. upon all your moſt laborious 
. and admired Attainments. Yea, this. 
being divine and inconceivably excellent, pours all 
_ ground a Blaze of Glory, in which all our puny _ 
: Doings are loſt, a8 the Stars in the meridian Dun” 


thine, = 


« We 


DN 97 5 9 7 t, . N01 Cas 7 s 3 ek, 
: peatare eternam retributionem, per Feju Chrijii rien; 1 
5 onathems fit, De 8 3 85 Can. XVI. 
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« We obey i in order to final Acceptance,” Me- 
thinks, this diſcovers no more Gratitude, than Wiſ- 
dom. ls it not an officious ind dignity do that noble 


Goodneſs, which has ſet forth FJ ESUS CHRIST. 
for a Propitiation ? Is it not a contemptuous Difre- _ 
gard of that heavenly Voice, which faid, with ſo 
och Solemnity; In Him 7 om well plea >4 with the 
Children of Men, — Does this exalt, does it not de- 


grade the SAVIOUR? Does it mortiſy, does it 


not cheriſh the Pride of Man? According to this 
Scheme, the Merits of our © K D are the Foun- 
dation, not immediately of our Acceptance, dar of : 


that Situation only, in which we are ſuppoſed capa- 


ble of Acquiring it ourſelves. I ney are, in ſhort, 
no more than a mere Pedeital ; on witch human 
Worth, or rather human Vanity may ſtaud exalted, 
and challenge the Favour of Heaven. 


Ah, Sir! Acceptance with GO D, is U 


menſely rich and glorious Ble Ming : A high as tran- 
ſcendently precious Privilege :  Incomparably too 
55 high a and glorious, to be obtained, in any Degree, by . 
ſuch mean Obedience as yours and mine. — The 
Pardon of cb 3 avainſt tne King of Kings! The 
Reception ot tepruus Sinners into the Boſom of Hea- 
ven! Shall ſuch Effects, than which nothing can be 
greater; ſhall ſuch Benchis, than which "nothing 
can be richer; be aſcribed to human Obedience * 
What, but the very Diſtraction of our Diſeaſe, can 
haue occaſioned or can account for a Thought, ſo 
extreme in Abſurdity! ?—{ Shall we, ſordid Wretches, 
with our ulcerous Sores, our withered Limbs, and 
a Stupor over all our Faculties; ſhall 20 think our- 


ſelves able to do ſoniething for HIM, who needeth 


not che Services of e! Nerz to do ſome- 


thing 
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1 8 thing conſiderable enough, to found a Claim to that 


tranſcendent Honour and Happineſs, the Light of 
his Countenance?]—Our Adoration ! Our Thankt- 
givings! Our Praiſes! Our Prayers! Our Preach- 
ing! Our facramental Duties! What are they all 
but filthy Rags *, compared with his inconceivable | 
Holineſs and Glory? What Part of his Work do 
we attempt, but we debaſe it with our deplorable 
Imperfectioas, or pollute it with our very Touch? 
Shame then belongs to us, Shame and Confuſion of 
Face, whenever we look to ourſelves or our own _ 
Performances. While all our ovens all our 
Hope, is to be derived from the only Righteous One 


CHRIST JESUS. 


If we know not en ough of our own Meanneſs 
75 4 Impotency, let us 11 ten to the Prophet //arah +. 
In order to our Acceptance with G O D, ne informs 
us, Lebanon with all her ſtately Cedars 7 's not ſufficient 
to burn; nor all the Beajts, that rang e through he! 
_ extenſive Shades, /ufFcient for a Burnt "Of: ring. Na- 
tions, whole Nations, Avail. no more tran üngle 
RTF 0 "P crfons. 


= 0 Ixiv. < 1 Tut 2: Light, | eqmaine but look 
upon the Services and Works of frail Man. In ſuch a 
Light they are repreſented, in various Parts of our Fab 
lic Devotions. And if we are but humble enough to con- 
feſs ourſelves Sinners, in ſuch a Light they u, appear to 
- every diſcerning and 1mpartial Eye, Since nothing, 
even in Hell itſelf, is more loathſome, or imparts 2 
more horrid Defilement, than Sin. If ſuch Services are 
a ſweet-ſmelling Savour to G OD, it is owing to thar 
co copious Incenſe, (Jpn dls woe, Rev. vlii. I” « which. 
Ye ariſes from the golden Cenſer and the golden Altar. 
(Kev. viii. 3.) It is wholly owing to the infinite Dignity. 
and all 5 Efficacy of CHR 15 FT 3 9 5 
| Iaterceſion,” and Righteouſneſs — _ | 


99 Ila. 1. 15, 16, 17. 
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Perſons. Should they unite their Abilities, and ex- 
ext all their Efforts, to do ſomething which may re- 
commend them to JEHOVA H *; all would 
be mean, ineffectual, deſpicable. Mean, as the 
Drop of a Buchet, which falls to the Ground, and 
none regards it. Ineffectual, as the Duff on the. 
| Balance, "which wants even that mall Degree of Im- 
petus, neceilary to turn the moſt nicely poiſed Scales. 
Deſpicable, as the Atom that flonts in the Air, and 
has not W eight enough to ſettle itſelf on any Ob- 
jecd. Should you reply; In all theſe Things there 5 
is ſome, though very little Subſtance. Ihe Prophet 
farther declares; That all Nations in the World, 
5 with all their Virtues, Accompliſhments, and 
Works, would, before the infinitely majeſtic GOD, 
be as Nothing, leſs than Not thing, yea, Vonity it- 
felt. Incapable, abſolutely incapable of winning 
his Fe or doing any Thing worthy of kis No 
nice f. —Bleſſfed therefore, for ever bleſied be di- 


I vine 5 
* Do we want to N the Prophet 5 Aim and Deſign, 
| 10 this magnificent Paragraph! ? We may, to our great 
Satisfaction, conſult his lagacious and devout Commen- 
tator Vitringa. Hic altius Jurgen; oratio, non {antum one 


meritum abjudicat carni, Jed docet eliam & inculcat „e bac” 
cnma. gue le aa ' placandum numen finer wit, mer 11291 neil : 


O 7nane, Nullum plane ponds afferre in commenaatione _ 


. cauſæ ſue apud Dc in 210 Jie nihilo 75 O inani enferioras | 
| quad nihilo minus fing gt 6 WG cogitars pogi! Won poteſt in na- ; 
tura: fed fingi pete}? 8 S oblinet in economia ſpirituali, Et 

enim ibi quod ita non prodeſt ad obtinendam Juſtiti am apud ” 

Deum, ut fomal 1 noceat. Cuus generis ſunt omnia ep HY | 
Y commenta Japrentie carnis, Man tantum Deo non com- 

mendant, ſed potius tram E indignationem diving provecant.. 

I May I be allowed to elucidate the noble Paſſage, - 

quoted above? Sure I am, the Reader will not be diſ. 

_ pleaſed with the Digieſſion, unleſs the Annotator fails ! in 
the Execution, and has the Misfortune 
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vine Grace, that we have a great High-Prieſt, in 
whom GOD is pleaſed; is wel! pleaſed ; and his 


very 

— — — Egregium opus es 
Culpa deterere ingeiit. 

The Prophet, ſtruck with the Contemplation of 4 


moſt glorious Perſonage, cries out, like one tran ported 
and amazed, Mh? Never was any Thing comparable 
to him, either exiſting in Nature, or imaged by Fancy. 
Who hath meaſured the Waters, the untathomable Deep, 
and the boundleſs Wave; meaſured them, not in his 
capacious Ciſtern, but 7 the Hollow of his Hand? Who 
Bath meted out Heaven, an Expanſe in which Worlds re- 
volve, and extended to ]I.omenſity ; meted it, not with 

an ou: ſtretched Line, but with rhe Span ot his Fingers? 
Who hath comprehended the Duſt of the Earth, all he ſolid 
Contents of this prodigiouſly large Globe, as a little Pit- 

| tance in the ſmalieſi Meaſure? Who hath wweighed the Moun- 
tains, with all their ponderous Ridges, and the Hills, 
With all their maſſy Rocks, as a Man weigheth an Ounce 
or a Dram zz his Scales? —Here | would only obſerve the 
judicious Choice of Objects. By far the molt diſtinguiſhed = 
and magnificent, that the Univerſe affords. The Abyis 
of Waters, and the Circuit of the Skies! The Dimen- 
ſions of the Earth, and the Elevation of the Mountains! 
Compared with which, the loftieſt Groves are leſs than | 
the Hyfſop on the Wall; and the moſt ample Cities, are I 
ſmaller than a Grain of Muſtard Seed. | 
Then follows a Compariſon, more admirable, if it hy | 
- poſſible, than this fine Deſcription. Behold The Na- 
tions, whether on the neighbouring Continent or in the 

: kremoteſt Iles, are, before this exalted Being, as the ſmall. 
Drop of a Bucket, which is almoſt too ſcanty to deſerve 
our Notice. They are as the ſmaller Dutt upon the Ba- 
| lance, which is not ſufficient even to turn the hovering 
Scale. They are as the ſmalleſt Atom, which has not 
Weight enough to reach the Ground, nor Force enough 
to reſiſt the fl. g teſt Undulations of the Air. Vea, all 

the Nations & the Earth, amidſt all their Pomp and 
Grandeur, with all their boaſte| Accompliſhments and 
admired Works, are be fore this incomprehenſible GOD, 
as a mere Nothing. — Can Language go farther? Can 
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very Soul deligbteth. Whoſe Sacrifice, and whoſe 
Work, have merited all the Good, that Sinners can 


want, or the ALMIGHTY can beſtow. _ 
If we are not yet daily humbled, nor willing to 
profeſs ourſelves beholden to divine Grace 3 ; 


if we {il} reſolve to be Principals or Partners with 
the one M EDIAT OR, in the Purchaſe of the 
ineſtimable Jewel, let us fear, leſt the LORD our 
Righteouſneſs reſent ſuch a Diſhonour done to Him- 
ſelf; and ſwear in his Wrath, that we ſhall have 
neither Lot nor Þ ortion in this Matter. Of this He 
has expreſsly warned us by his Apoſtle; If ze be cir- 


cumciſed, CHRIST foal! profit you nothing. What 
„ would: St. Paul” teach us, by this ſolemn Proteſta- 


| nich Ideas of the : Piopher as add a Heben a redoubled 55 
Heig! ntening even to this inimitable Picture. The King- 
doms of the W orid, with all their Inhabitants, and all 
their Honours, are less than nothing ; are leſs than Va- 
rity itſelf, in the Eſtimate of the Almighty IEHOVAH. 


tion! — That no Fety can be taved! 2 Himſelf was an 
13 Hebrew of the Hebrews. Circumciſed the eighth 
5 Day. — That a Chriſtian would, by receiving. Cir- 
| : cumcifion alter bis Converſion to CH 1ST, for- 


eit | 


This, if I am not greatly miſtaken, is one of the moſt 


highly finiſhed Sketches of the Beautiful and Sublime, ex- 


tant in the whole Compal; of Letters. Le us always re- 
member, that the majeſlic Perſon, whom it deſcribes, i 18 
our Atonement and Righteouſneſs (ver. 2.) is our Shep-_ 


berd and Guide (ver. 11.) it will then be one of the 
moſt conſolatory and delightful Truths, in all the Book 

of GOD.—And O! may we never forget, that the ſmall 
Drop of the Bucket, the ſmaller Duſt on the Balance, the 
volatile Atom, and that which is leſs than nothing, are 
8 intended to ſhew us, what Figure our own Endeavours, 


S 


Works, and Duties make in the Sight of Almighty GOD. 55 
We ſhall then have A Doctrine, moſt powerful to humble 


us, to abaſe us, and to. teach us to renounce our own 
en 5 
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let me ſubjoin t the 25105 apoſtolic 1; Mſtrution—1: 


* 


feit all his: s Privileges? No; for he himſelf circum- 
_ ciſed Timothy, to gain him a fair Hearing from the 
Judalzing Bigots.—Or is Circumciſion "Here uſed, 
3 by Way of Synecdoche, for the ceremonial ws? 

Teaching us, that, as the Haſaic Rites were now 

aboliſhed, an Attempt to continue the Obſervance 
of them, would be an unpardonable Oppoſition tc 
the Deſigns of Providence ? The charitable Compro- 


miſe,, recorded in the xivth to the Romans, leads to 


a different Concluſion. — Or did thoſe ſeducing 


Teachers, who required this Conformity from: 


the Gentile Converts, require them to renounce 
_ CHRIST, and relapſe into mere Judaiſm ? Nei- 
ther is this at all ſuppolav! le, They only required 
5 ns a Conformity,“ in order to their Acceptance 


through his Merits ;” * which they never rejected, | 


; ur only placed as a Foundation for their own. 
What then can be meant by, CHRIST ſhail. | 
by profit you nothing, i Je be cire umciſed ? If ve make 
_ Circumciſion, or any Thing whatever, betides the 
Kighteouſneſs of CHRIST, neceſſary to your Ac- 
ceptance with GOD, ye ſhall receive no Advantage 
from all that the REDEEMER has done and ſuf. 
fered. This is to halt between W orks and Grace, 
between CHRIS 7 and Self. And ſuch divided 
Regards, He will interpret as an Affront, rather 
than an acceptable Homage. Indeed, this is, In 
0 Chriſtians, the grand Apoſtacy. By this they deny 
the Sufficiency of their SAVIOUR” s moit con- 
ſummate Righteouſneſs. They caſt themſelves en- 


tirely out of the Covenant of Grace, and muſt ex- 


Peck 0 Salvation but by doing the whole Law. 


This is the awful apoſtolic Caution, To w kick 


65 i C 


Les; whether it be 1 in Life or Death: whether it be 


| 15 
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are accepted, ſays St. Paul, not partially, ha entire- 
iy; not occaſionally, but finally, i the BELOVED. 


All Acceptance, of whatever Kind, or whatever Date, 


is wholly in Him, not in any Thing of our own.— 


The Author to the Hebrews affirms ; That CHRIST 


hath obtained Redemption, not leit it to be accom<= 


pliſhed, either in greater or ſmaller Meaſure, by our 
Diligence and Duties, No; He Himſelf hath ob- _ 
tained, both prefent and final: yea, complete and 
ternal Redemption for us. And will you, Sir, aſcribe 
to your OWN Obedichce c, what the Apoſtle ſo expreſs!y 
aſcribes: and fo entirely appropriates, to the bleſſed 


j ES I 2 5 —1＋. ze fame Writer aſſures us 8 That 


CHRIS T;-1 by one Offering, hath perfected for ever, 


them that e fied. 1 hem that are cleanſed with 
. the Blood of Sprinkling „Je hath not only Gifs 


charged from te Guile of Sin, but rendered them 
able and unreproveable, before the Majeſty 
n. He hath done all that is neceſſary for 
their fu perfect, and everlaſting Acceptation. 


at the 1 hrone of Grace, or the T 585 of ſudg- 


ment; during the Span of Time, or through. the 

Ages of Eternity; all that is neceſſary for our per- 

teck Acceptation - done. Done by an infinitely 
beter Hand, than our own; by: in infinitely better 


FE. xpedient, than any human Obedicnce;: 


10 1, by theſe Re monſtrances, ſet at nought t true 


Holineſs? Or luppoſe FE Salvation, ſeparate from 
holy Obedience: ? You, Sir, cannot entertain ſuch a 
Sup pofition; ſincc, in your very laſt Remark, you 
was dillatistied with my infifling on the inſeparable 8 
Connection of a living Faith, and Works of Righ- 
. tcoulncls, —l honour and Prize Works of er wt 
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LET. 3. 


ouſneſs. I would inceſſantly inculcate, both the 
þ indiſpenſable Neceſlity, and the manifold Utility, of 
holy Obedience. We are redeemed, that we may 
be zealous of good Works. We are created in 
CHRIST FESUS, that we may be able to do good 
Works. And by good Works we are to 92 0 our 
FATHER which is in Heaven. | 


Only! would have good Works know their proper = 


5 Station, and their proper Office, I am far from 
ſetting at nought the Services of the Hand or the | 
Foot. But I ſhould very much diſapprove their 
Deſign 41 ſhould utterly deſpiſe their Pretenſions ; 
if they ſhould offer to intrude themſelves on the 
Province of the Eye, or act as the Organs of Sight. 
Apply this Simile to the Obedience of Man, and 
Juſtification before GOD, or Acceptance with GOD; 
you will then ſee, in what Rank I place, in what 
Eſteem I hold, both the one and the other. 
As 1 would have Obedience know its. proper ä 
1 Pie ſo I would have it take a right Form. The | 
Obedience, which you propoſe, is The Obedience of 
the Bond- Man, not of the free. A Slave, bought 0 
with our Money, obeys i in order to be accepted. A 
Servant, hired to diſpatch our Bufineſs, obeys in | 
15 order to receive his Wages. But the Child obe ys, | 
becauſe he is beloved ; becauſe he is the a and 5 
all Things, which the Father hath, are his. 
„ Obey in order to Acceptance !” Indeed, Sir, 3 
8 you quite miſtake the Principle and e of Chriſtian 
Obedience. Nor ſhall { undertake to rectify your - | 
miſtaken Apprehenſions, left you ſhould ſcorn to 
learn from an Inferior. I will refer you to a Set of 
Teachers, from whom you need not bluſh to receive 
nſtruction. But as this may y demand a very 70 4 


no. "VET? 


+ 2 
Fe 
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I cular Conſideration, I ſhall poſtpone-it to ſome fu- 
ture Opportunity, and aſſign to it a diſtinct Epiſtle. 


In the mean Time, if You ſhould aſk; Why I 
have been ſo copious upon this Point ? 1 anſwer; 
Becauſe it is a Matter of the utmoſt Importance; 


An Error on this Subjects is as detrimental to our 


1 | ſpiritual Welfare, as a Fault in the firſt Concoction 

zs to the Animal Conſtitution. A Miſtake concern- 
ing Acceptance with GOD, muſt ſet in a falſe 
Licht every religious Truth, and hed a malignant 
* influence on every religious Sentiment. 


If you aſk; Why ! ave repeated the obnoxious 


Propoſition, almoſt as l as the Rams-Horns 
ſounded the fatal Blaſt, on the Day when Fericho 


was overthrown? 1 anſwer; For the very ſame 


* purpoſe. To overthrow, if poflible, ſo pernicious 
2 Notion. To lay it as low, as the Fortifications 

of that devoted City. And I hope, neither Mr. 
I. ey, nor any other, will attempt to rebuild it, 

| left they /ay the Foundation thereof, in the Diſhonour 

I of the bleſſed RE DEE MER; and jet up the Gates 
it, in the Diſtreſs of precious Souls. Both which 

| Effes, I am perſuaded, are very remote from your 
E Intention. | 'F hat they may be equally remote from 
Pour Preaching, your Writing, and all your Doc- 

1 trine, is the ſincere Wiſh of, Oc. 


5 
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| Rev. SIR, 


1 Had, in the Warmth Bf my Concern, Amo 
forgot to take Notice of a Text, which you pro- 
duce from 1 Tim. vi. 19; 18, 10. And, which is 
ſomewhat ſtrange, produce as a Proof, that the 
Apoſtle requires Chriſtians « to obey, in order to 
„ their final Acceptance.” 
Is Paul then become the Akai Ad t do the 
barks, which he has denounced againſt the Se- 
ducers of the Galatian Converts, fall at length on his 
own Head? He placed Timothy at Epheſus, as a Bul- 
_ wark againſt the Fncroachments of other Doctrines. 
Was it with a Reſerve for Liberties of this Kind, 
which he himſelf ſhould take? Can we think his 


Mlind fo much altered, fince he told thoſe very 


Eßppbeſians, that, without ſeeking Acceptance through 


their Obedience, they were already accepted in th: 


BE LOVE D? Does he now retract the bleſſed 
Truth? Adviſing the Rich, to raiſe 2 Cloud of Þ 
golden Duſt, that it may cover their Sins, and waft Þ 
them to the Skies? At the ſame Time, "excluding | 
the Poor from the Fellowſhip of this new Goſpe), 
and the Hope of Glory. Is he grown aſhamed of 
that Righteouſneſs of GOD, which, he aſſured the 
Romans, was the Power of GOD unto Salvation, Þ 
only through Believing? And are we, Sir, grown | 
| weary of that pure Doctrine, which was reſtored to 
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+, by our glorious beormers'? Are we willing to 


give up the Depoſitum, and return to the more 


than Ecyptian Darknels « of Friars > and mand with 
whom 
Carlin 5 venale DE U $ ks * 


Rut to the Point.—l ſhall ts the 1 
and add a ſhort Paraphraſe. Which may, perhaps, 


explain the Meaning, and beſt refute the Objection. 
Charge them that are rich in this World, that they do 
| Good, that they be rich in good IVorks, ready to diſtri- 


bute, willing to communicate; laying up in Store for 


themſel [ves 4 good Foundation, that they may lay hold on 5 
eternal Life. 


arge them, thoſe Believers * among 
you, who are rich in this World; that they do Good, 
that, as Members of CHRI ST, they ſhew Kind- 


neſs, and exerciſe Be neficence to others. That they : 


le rich in goed Iorks, abounding in thoſe Works and 
Bf Labours of Love, which flow from Faith, or a com 
E fortable Perſuaſion of their Intereſt in CHRIST. 
| Ready to diſtribute, on all proper Occafions, with 
Chearfulneſs and Delight; 
bleſſed to give, than to receive. 
| out Solicitation, o communicate; and not only em- 
3 rs but ſecking every Opportunity of relieving. = 


as counting it more 5 


Þ The Siberia is addreſſed, not to the Un 1 


i by to true Believers. Who had re CHRIST, and 

were ſaved through Grace. Conſequently, had no Need 
to wwrn or a!tain eternal Life, but only to make it, in 
their own Apprehenſion, or to their own Conſciences, 


more and more fare. © 
ple, the Apoſtle would, like his divine MASTER diſ- 


Had they been unconverted Peo- 


courſing with the rich, but unregenerate Nicodemus, 


| have ſtruck at the Root of their Miſery ; and ſpoke of | 


more important Things, than W a Augie ann 
Duſt _— the Poor. on LE 


Milline, even with- 
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the Niebeitous. Lightly eſteeming all that is called 


Wealth here below; ; and laying uf in Store for them- 


ſelves another Kind of Treaſure, [even CHRIST; 7} 
who is the Pearl of Price, and the true Riches.} | 


This will be 4 good Foundation of Hope, of Comfort, 


and Joy: Against the Time to come, whether it be the 


trying Seaſon of Sickneſs, the awful Hour of Death, 


or the more tremendous Day of Judgment. That, 


: placing their Aﬀections on Him, and having their 


Treaſure in Him, they may be found wiſe Merchants. 


Not graſping Uncertainties and Shadows, but laying 


faſt Hold on * ſure and ſubſtantial Poſſeſſions ; E even 5 


on eternal Liſe. 


Me eſtabliſh the Law : We peoride fe for! its s Honour 
by the perfect Obedience of CHRIST , ſays Aſpaſin.— 8 
e Can you poſſibly think, replies Mr. Neſley, that 


N St. Paul meant this?“ — Before 1* anſwer this 


Queſtion, | 


: Take faft Hold oh ata 1 would tran flats that empha- 


5 tical compound Word æπατπ nüt. Which agrees with the. 
5 Experience of the Chriſtian, and is not without the Autho- _ 


rity of the Critic.—With the Experience of the Chriſtian. 
Since Believers, by the Exerciſe of Faith, producing all 
good Works, are continually maintaining and increaiing 


their Hold of CHRIST; and of that eternal Life, which 5 


is given them in Him. With the Authority of the Critic. 
For the Word ſignifies, ** To ſeize with great Vehe- 
„ mency; to lay Hold on with both Hands, as upon a 
„Thing we are glad to have got, and will be loth to let 


go again,” Lericn's Crit. Sacr.— That it does not 

in this Connection, denote an apprehending of ſome- 
What, not taken hold of before, is evident from Verſe 
the twelfth, where this very Exhortation is directed to 

ns Timothy bimflf:; who was an eminent Man of GOD; „ 
and the Subject of particular Prophecies; was a Believer 


of the firſt Claſs, and an undoubted Heir of Life and 


Immortality. Who needed not, therefore, fo attain, but 8 
to live in the ſtedfaſt Hope and unintermitted Fare 


tion of the glorious Inheritance, 


x » 


1 U 
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(Queſtion, give me Leave to aſk another, Have you 
Sir, done Juſtice to Aſpaſis? Is what you quote, 
the whole of his Interpretation? Have you not ſe- 
creted a Sentence, which ans the very 4 ing) you g 


blame for omitting? 


A Member of the Houſe of Commons. haranguing 
the honourable Aſſembly, took the Liberty to aſſert 
« The Gentlemen in the Miniſterial Intereſt, never 
ce propoſe any Thing for the Good of their Ch: 
"trys! '— This was no ſooner uttered, than a warm 
Partizan of the other Side ſtarting up, complained 
loudly of Calumny and Scandal. "Holt: Sir, for a 
Moment, ſaid the interrupted Orator. Let me juſt 


finiſh my Sentence, and then give Vent to your ve— 


hement Invectives. My Intention was to have ad- 
ded; “but we in the Oppoſition readily agree to 
7h their Meaſures,” —Upon bearing this Explana- 
tion, the Houſe ſmiled, and the haſty Zenden fat 


down aſhamed. 


Let me produce the WY Period, a 
- Conſideration, Then I believe, the Reader will al- 
low, that Mr. T/'fey bas imitated this haſty Gentle- 


man, in one Inſtance; and whether he has not ſome 


Reaſon to imitate Him in another, I ſhall leave to his 
own Determination.—[mmediately after the Ditplay 
of free Juitification, or of Righteouſneſs imputed 
Afpaſir, aware of the Poflibility | 
of abuſing his Doctrine, aſſerts the indiſpenſable 
Neceſſity of Holineſs. This done, as quite cleared 
from the Accuſation, he triumphs. with the Apoſtle | 
Dao we then make void the Law, thr ouch Faith, in 
the imputed Righteoutneſs of our LORD? GOD 
% forbid! Yea, we e/tablifſh the Law, Conſidered as 
| „„ „„ 0 the 


swithout Hor * 


* Rom. Iv. 6. No 
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Accompliſhment. _ Magnif 80 thus the I.5 5 


« the e Covenant: of Life; ; we bie ide for its 
%“ Honour, by the perfect Obedience of CHRIST. 
Conſidered as the invariable Standard of Duty; ; 
« we enforce its Obſervance, by the moſt rational, | | 
7 manly, and endearing Motives *. Here, Sify 
was hardly any Room for the Precipitancy of Inter- 
ruption, becauſe the whole Paſſage lay before you, 
And it is a little ſurpriſing, that you ſhould fee and 
animadvert upon the former Clauſe; yet neither bee, 
” nor regard ti; ie Clauſe immediately following, - 
»Did ſuch a Thought (of eſtabliſhing the Law, 
« by the Ator 1ement and Righteouſneſs of "GHRIST). 
ever enter into St. Pauls Mind?“ Let the pre- 
ceding Context determine. Has the Apoſtle been 
opening the true Senſe of the Precepts, tnat they 

might be rightly under ood ? Jas he been | incul- 
cating the inviolable Oli 2ation of the Precepts, that 
they might be duly practiſed + 9 5 be not been aſ- 
| ſerting a Vece ab{)! utes e ſlected by the 
Righteouſue {5 of -£5 OD: wichout any Cy-ageney 5 
from the Righteouſn of Man? "Does: he not, in 
the laſt W orgs, Proel encounter the ObjeBiony 


which, in every Age, bas been raise d. ay Salut thi S 
. ſacred Doeri ne ! * . 6 Hereby vou ne gle ect and 0 
„ honour the divine Jaw. * Ne; . favs the infpircd. 


5 Apologiſt, the Law 18 hereby TOY le „ 2 and the wn | 

to be more ſtable than Earth or Heaven, + he graud | 
3 Legiſlat tor Himſe!t hall be nunbled to its Obedi- 
: ence ; the G @ 7 who gave tne I. aw, ſhall ble ecd for 5 


its Penalties; rather than a Title fail of its due 


W.1 £4 d 


* 
24114. 7 


is, and made for ever ho; 1ourable. And though A — 
Laſſe docs not exclude our Practical Res vards, 0 


8 / PO 3 2 _— BP; „ * y 3 * i 
Yoeres and pas, Vol . p ace. 


* 1 * - 


verily, 
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> verily, for my own Part, believe; that the former 1 
Sentiment, againſt which you e was upper- 1 4 
moſt with the Apoſtle, and is the chief Deſign of "Wh 
the ext. 5 Y 
Ves, Sir; it was the Apoſtle- 8 E Deſign, to 9 
ſhew the perfect Conſiſtency of free Juſtification with TA 
the moſt awful Glories of the DEITY ; and thereby 
lay a firm Foundation for the Hope of a Sinner. 
Had Juſtice, which is the eſſential Glory of GOD's 
Nature, or the Law, which is the revealed Glory 
of his Will had either of theſe been violated, by 
-B 28 evangelical Scheme ; benign and deſirable as it 
is, it wut have been utterly rejected; it could 
never have taken Place; the whole World muſt 
have periſhed, rather than ſuch an Inj. ry be offered 66 
any of the Divine Perfections. Therefore St. Faule 
moſt ſweetly teaches, and moſt ſatisfactorily proves, 
that inſtead of being injured, they are moſt illuftri- 
ouſly diſplayed by the Obedience and Death of 
CHRIST. By this Means, JEHOVAH is in- 
| flexibly juſt even in juſtifying the Ungodly ; and 
2» Law is highly exalted, even in abſolving e 
I ranſgreſlor, that believeth | in FE $US. 


6 4 + 
x. . 40 
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Here 15 for n Peting : here 7s fold Rock. 


= 8 Noel, on which the Sinner may 1 40 is 
well nigh ſunk in Deſpair; while the Waves and ; 
Rillows - of divine Indignation go over his alarmed 
Soul. —Firm Farting, on which he may proceed, 
who ſees the Importance of his eternal Intereſts, and ol 
does not riſque them on the vague Notion of mere 
Mercy. Dares not give into the modiſh Religion, i 


_ which leaves ſuch venerable N as the Juſtice . 
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of the moſt High and the Law of the moſt Holy, 


inward Parts, 
lute ee in every Taſtar 
2 
5 ſions Fi charging us, | . 


LET. 4. 


deſtitute of their due Honour. And leaves ſuch im- 
potent Creatures as Men, to ſhift for the: nlelves, by 


doing the beſt they can. | 
« The plain Meaning is, we eſtab! h both the 
« true Senſe, and the effectual Practice of the | 7 
« Law: We provide for its being both underſtood 54 
& and practiſed in its full Extent, Hou can you | 


make this Proviſion, if you ſet a aſide the conſummate _ 
Obedience of CH [ST TY he 75 the End: of FP 


Law for Righteouſneſs 3 for accom pliſhing that R igh- 
teouſneſe, which its E recepts N and its s Con- : 
ſtitution demands. | | ” 
O1 Sir, did vou, conſider, wha it that meaneth, | 
which the Apoſtle ſtyles To. αοονπτ Ty %%, you. 5 
would not uſe this Language. Can zb can ſuch 

miſerable Sinners as we, ever dream of effectuall, by.” 
practiſing, in its ſul] Extent, that Law, which con- 
demns every Failure; which Tequites ruth in the | 
* nich inſiſts Ui on oe erfec ton, abſo- | 


11 


de, and on al 1 coca. 


ith Aa nn; 3 77777 £17 wited 1 Ner: 5 2, 
. hold a Tſe unſeultori ing | - 


to the very » End of our Lives; and f from the © Brain. 
ning of them too. —Attend, T entreat you, Sir, to 
this noi tublime danctity of the divine Ew: Then, 
inſtead of ſaying, ' We provide for its Performance i in 
the full Extent of its Demands ; ; you will prob: bly. 
ſay, with a more becoming Modeſty, we provide for 
its Performance, | in a Way of willing, chearful, ſin- 

55 cere Obedience. Still looking unto HIM for Juſti- 


: Ecation, ” 
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fication, who ; hw in our Name, and as our ir Surety, 
fulhiles it to the very uttermoſt. . 
N apprehend, one of vour leading Errors, 
that you form low, ſcanty, inadequate Approtieak- 
ons of GOD's Law. That Law, which is a bright 
| Repreſentation of his moſt pure Nature; a beautiful 
Draught of his moſt holy Will, and never, ſince the 
Fall, has been perfectly exemplified in any living 
Character, but only 1 in the. Man CHR IST JESUS. 
From this Error, many others muſt univoidably fol- 
Jow. A Di eſteem of imputed Riz 2hteouſne(s, and a 
Conceit of perional Perfect ion. A Spirit of legal ; 
Bondage, and, I te ar, a TinAure of Fha oat 
Pride EO | = 
Should Mr. e a7; „ Why I ha cbour ſuch a 
Suſpicion, concerning his Sentiments in this Parti- 
cular? I anſw oz Becauſe, here, he heaks of prac- 


tiling this I. aw 5 Which! 18 to exceeding bro: ad, in its 


full Extent. Becauſe, elſewhere, he repreſents the 


Violations of this Law, whoſe leaſt * Tittle is of 


greate r Dignity than Heaven and Earth, as. ſmall. 


4 0 


0 atters; as petty Otte nces; or, to uſe his own 
\ords, as “ J. il, n gs not exa gs Y right. But more 
of this hereaf fter. | 
: Ajraſi 7, to vindicate. the Fquity of the future 
Jugg mem, declares; “ I fee nothing. arbitrary in 
this Procedure; but an admirable Mixtur re of juſt 
« Severity, and fred Goodneſs. On thoſe, who. 
«6 reject the Atonement „ juſt Severity. Fo thoſe, | | 
« who rely on. their SAVIOUR), os Good- 
„ neſs, Mr. TY, 2 05 as thou: gh. he would excul- :- 
pate the Ungodly, aiks, « Was it ever poſſible for 
5% them, not to: reject?·— W hat taps our infallible 
e 5 Countellor; 
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| Counſellor ; the TEACHER ſent from GOD? 
They will not come to ME, that they may have Life, 
They rejected his Counſel. They would not ceaſe 
from their own Works, and betake themſelves 
wholly to the Righteouſneſs of CHRIST. This 
Method of Salvation they difliked. It was Fool- 
iſhneſs unto them. Therefore, they were diſobe- 
dient to the heavenly Call.—Does this take 25 
their Guilt? Muſt GOD be reckoned unjuſt it 
5 puniſhing, becz auſe Men are obſtinate in their Un- 


— belief! 45 


GOD does not require me, as you too injuriouſly 


hint, t to & touch Heaven with my Hand,” in order 
to eſcape Damnation. But He invites and requires 
me, to accept of CHRIST and his Salvation. If, 
intent upon any imaginary Accompliſhments of my 
own, I over-look the Gift; or if, eager in the Pur- 
ſuit of worldly Gratifications, ] trample uDon it; is 
not the Fault ent ircly my own? Does it not pro- 
ceed from the Folly of my Mind, or the bad Diſpo- 
IE ſition of my Heart; and leave amy. Conduct without | 
FC | 
"Jalikcatian, is complete, the firſt Moment'y we be. | 
= eve; and is incapable of Augmentation, Thus * 
paſis ſpeaks, Thus Mr. Leſley replies, Not fo.” — 
And has he, for his Authority, a fingle Text of 
Scripture? No; but the whole Counci! of Treat. 
One of whoſe Canons dogmatizes in this Me anner. 
If any thall affirm, that Righteouſneſs received is 
Ms not preſerved, and increaſed likewiſe, by good 
Works; but taat good Works are only. the Fruit 855 
e and dig ns 0 Juſtification obtained, not the 
Means of increaſing it 2110, let I be ac 


curſed.“ 
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« curſed *. I am ſorry, Sir, to ſee you again in 
ſuch Company. And I would hope, if it were not 
an har a ſome Reflection, you did not know your 
Aſlocistæs. Yet it is ſtrange, that a Proteflant Di- 
vine Gould have been ſo inattentive, to the main 
Part of his Character; or ſhould be able to forget, 
that complete ſuſtification, through the Righteouſ- 
nets of our LORD alone, is the "Oy Tung Soul, 1 


and Glory of the Rofermation. 


But let us examine the ! Point, Juſtification, 1 
prebe. , is one ſingle Act of divine Grace. I muſt, 
therefore, be aner done, or undone. If done, in 
my very Idea of the Act, it includes Completeneſs, 7” 
So that to ſpeak of incomplete Juſtification, is a 
Contradiction in Terms. Like ſpeaking of — 


Sun-ſhine, or a round Square, 


An incomplete Juſt fication ſeems, in the very ; 
Nature of Things, to be an abſolute Impollibility. 
Even an earthly Judge cannot juſtity, where there is 
the leaſt Departure from Integrity. He may over- 
look; he may ſhew Clemency; he may forgive. 
But he cannot, in ſuch a Caſe, pronounce righteous. 
Much leſs can we ſuppoſe, that Juſtification ſhould 
take Place before an infinitely pure and jealous 
GOD, unleſs 4% Guilt be done away, and the Fore 
fon be rendered completely righteous. 5 
Beſides; can that Tuſtification be other than com- 
plete, which is brought to paſs by the moſt majeſtic 
SON of GOD? By Bis perfectly holy Nature; by 


his infin itely brecious Suffering; and b his den 
| | 7 


 ceivabl y 5 


= g; gui: $f Gs it, jufpiti tiam acc. pram non ena] —_ | 


liam non augert coram Deo ber opera bona + Sed opera ipſa 


ir uctus Jolanmeds A 7 /igua eſſe j Ju cation ade, nonetiam 
es ee, cauunm, ani, eto, SER, vi. Can, 24. 
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ceivably meritorious Obedience? T bis, if any Thing 


in the World, muſt be abſolutely complete; beyond 


Compare, and beyond Imagination complete; to ſpeak 


all in a Word, complete in Proportion to the Dig- 


nity, Perfection, and Glory of the Accompliſher. 

Is any ſuch Notion, as an incomplete Juſtifica— 

5 tion, to be found in the Bible? St. Paul ſays, II Hose 
ever believeth is jrſtified; to all Intents and Purpoſes 


juſtified. No, ſays Mr. It Hey; he may be juſti- 


fied only i in Part or by Halves.— He that believeth, 


adds the Apoſtle, is juſtified from 0 ul Things. No, 2 
replies Mr. Wiftey ; many that believe, eſpecially In 
the Infancy of their Faith, are juſtified only from 
= Things. There is no Necefity, that Juſtifica- 
tion ſhould be complete, when or where-ever it exiſts, 
Is there no Necefity ? Why then does the Voice 
- "of Tulblravion alert ; That the Rig! tonnes 76 0D, 
is upon them that . Can a Man have a” 
incomparably magnificent Righteouſn els, and yet be 
| incompletely juſtified ?—Does not the ſame inſpired _ 
Writer declare—That this perfect and divine Righ- 
teouſneſs is upon all; not upon ſome only, but upon 
l Believers? Whether they be werk or ſtrong; 
whether in the firſt Moments of their Converſion, 
or in the laſt Stage of their Warfare Yes; and he 
farther aſſures us, "hae there is ns D JRerence. No DiF--- 
ference, with regard to the Rightcou ness itſelf; for 
261 is the one e Righteoufneſs of the incas Nite = 


5 GOD. No D! ference, as. to the Real; ity of its 
Ne 5 


EY e 5 for it 18 7010 .all, and fon 0 ai 75 8 6 
Difference, in the Way of receiving it; which is Th 


- Faith in FESUS CHRIST. Confequen ly, SE 


EH. Difference | in the Fruits or E ffects; z which are Þ ar. : 
| don and Acceptance, hee and full Juilification, | 


| 18 
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Is Mr. 17:/tey, like the Popiſh Party, an Advocate 


for a firſt, for a ſecond, for I know not how many 
Juſlifications? According to this Scheme indeed, 


juſtification may be an incomplete Thing. But the 
Nlisfortune attending this Scheme, is, that it has no 
Foundation in Scripture. The Scripture knows no- 


thing of kit; the Scripture declares againſt it; and 


ahne edges as but one Faith, but one Baptiſm, 


m hut one Juſtification, 


This is the grand ſcriptural Maxim ; HE hath, 
by one Ol lat ious perfected for ever, them that are ſancti- : 
fiel., 55 ne Oblation is one, needing no Repetition, 
and no Appendage. It does not partially accom- 
pliſh, but perfects the Buſineſs of Juſtification. 


Perfects it, not at the laſt only, but from firſt to 
laſt; yea, for ever and ever. In behalf of all thoſe, 
who are fanRified z or made Partakers of this great 
Sacrifice and this Livin Atonement. „„ 
This is the fine ſcriptural Illuſtration; The Fir, 
even while he 15 a Child, is Lord J Fall. You have 
perhaps, a a Son born. Upon this "Child you multi- 


: ply your F avours and Careſſes. He grows in Wiſ— 
dom and Stature. Yet neither your Favours, nor 
| his Growth, add any Thing to his Sonſhip, nor 
augment his Right to your 1 With both 
theſe he was inveſted, the firſt Moment he drew 
Breath. So, we are no ſooner jultiticd, than we 
are Heirs; Heirs of GOD, and joiut Heirs with. 
CHRIS ＋. The Perception and Enjoyment of this 
Privilege may increaſe. But the Privilege itfelf, like 
the Birth- right of the Firlt- born, 18 incapable of: 
Augmentation. - 
Av ould Mr. 72 Hey, with ”W Fallowers of 1 
ET , e exclude the Kishteoulne ls ot CHR IST; ane 
2 5 5 5 introduce 
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introduce tomething of Man' s, as the efficient, or 
as a concurrent, Cauſe of Juſtification? Then like- 

wiſe his Notion of a gradual, a variable, an incom- 
plete Juſtification, muſt enſue. Whether it be 
Faith, which he would introduce for this Purpoſe, 
or Repentance, or ſincere Obedience, or whatever 
elſe he pleaſes; according to the Meaſure of theſe 
Works or Graces, muſt be the Degree of Juſtifica- 


tion. And not only as to different Perſons, but a8 3 


to the ſame Perſon, at different Times. | 
© Farther; ſince all theſe Endowments are, ſo long 

as we continue in the preſent State, imperfect ; our 
Jjuſtification muſt, according to this Plan, unavoida- 
bluy partake of their Imperfections. It cannot be en- 


tire and lacking nothing, till Mortality is ſwallow- 


ed up of L. et how. contrary is this. to a: 


Cloud of Witneſſes from the Seriptures! 7 are, 


even now, juſtified. He hath, even in this preſent 
Time, reconciled you to GOD. bs hrough the Birth 


and Death of IMMAN UEL, there is not only | 
Peace on Earth, but Good-will towards Men; e,, 


| Favour, Complacency, and Love, from. the holy 
5 GOD, to the fallen Soul. And is not this comp. ete 5 
7 Tuſtification? | . „ 
There may be as many Dees] in 8 Favour: 


ce as 1n the Image of G OD. We This Objection | 1 
turns upon a Suppoſition, that the Favour of GOD 


towards us, is occaſioned by the Image of GOD in 


us. Which is the Doctrine of the Laws the very 


Language of Heatheniſm; ; and has not a Saveur of 


that Goſpel, in which CHRIST is af. And 1 || 


think myſelf. more concerned, to remove ſuch very 


prejudicial Miſtakes, than to fift and ag) juſt any mw 
5 Sps culations, relating to Degrees of the e div: me e F. a- 
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our. Aſpaſio has touched this Point. Referring 


you to his Obſervation, I ſhall confine myſelf to a 


more intereſting Subject, 


It is CHR IST, who has redeemed us to GOD. to 


the Favour and Fruition of GOD, by his Blood. 
By his Blood alone, without any Aid from our 


Goodneſs, or any Co-operation from any Crea- 


ture. — His Work e GOD. His Work mag- 


pies the Law. His Work is incomparably the 


; nobleſt of all Things in Heaven or Earth. This 


therefore is our Recommendation to the divine Ma- 
jeſty. Intereſted in this, we ſtand perfectly righte- 
cous before the KING immortal, and ſhall be eter- 
7 nally acceptable in his Sight. It was only on Ac- 


count of Abraham's Supplication, that GOD ſhewed 


Compattion to Abimelech, It was only on Account 


of Job's Interceſſion, that the LORD was pacified 
| towards his three F riends, And it is only on Ac- 
count of CHR IST's. Righteouſneſs, that the 


HIGH and HOLY ONE beholds : any Child of 


Adam with Complacency and Delight. To FESUS. 
alone belongs the Honour of reconcilins, juſtifying, 
ſaving the imer adde Millions of redeemed Sin- 
ers And! is not the LAMB tbat was ſlain, wor- 


” thy to be thus honoured, and thus exalted ? 


Is then our own internal and external Goodneſs 
1 of no Avail in this Matter Fe et: us hear the elo- 
quent J/atab, the Evangeliſt of the Ferwilh Church. 


The 22 Looks of Man al be humbled, and the Haugh- 


 rinefs of Men Hall be bowed. down, and the LORD, 

the LORD JESUS CHRIST, alone, all be exalt:4 
in that Day. — Does this Text, it may be ſaid, 
relate to the Goſpel, and the Caſe of Acceptance | 

with GO D? Or is. it poſſible to make what follows, 

:  conliſtent 


22 he 
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conſiſtent with ſuch an Interpretation ?—Let us ſee, 
whether it be not, by the HOLY GHOST himſelf, . 


made perfectly conſiſtent with tuch a Senſe, 


The Day of the LCR of Hats, in the hed: 


cal Scriptures, generally and principally ſigniſies the 


"Time of the Goſpel-Diſpenſation. When the LORD 


puts the finiſhing Rand to his Revelation; gives the 
brighteſt Diſplay. of his Grace; and gathers rogether 
all Things. in C/Z7& /ST7. 


I his Lay, and its influence, ſhall cs; a wonder- 2M 
ful Revolution in, what is called, the religious, vi- 
tuous, moral World. It ſhal! fall like a 1 hunder- | 


bolt upon every Idol, ſet up in the Hearts of Men; 


| ſhall prove their Wiſdom to be Folly; ; their Ability 2 
8 to be Impotence; all their Works to be worthlefss. 
This Prophecy, being ſo repugnant to our No- = 


Gnas. and fo diſguſtful to our Inclinations, i is aflerted 


and enforced with the greateſt Particularity, both. as 1 
to Perſons and to Things. 0 : 
AS Per ſons. —Por the Day of the LORD if 21 fs — 
bl be pon hom? Upon the ſordid Wretch, or = 
the ſcandalous Sinner? Rather upon every one that i is... 

proud and lofty | in his own Conceit; pluming himſelf = 

5 4 the Notion of ſome imaginary Pre- eminence | 
above his Neighbour. It ſhall be likewiſe upon every 

ene, that is liſted up in the Eſteem of others. Either 5 

on Account of Roman Virtue, or Athenian Philoſophy, — 
or Phariſaical Zeal. And, notwithſtanding his aſ- 

piring Pretenſions, or glittering Accompliſhments, | 

he ſhall be brought low ; ſhall be degraded to the Rank _—_ = 


: of a loſt, RG helpleſs Sinner, 


80 that none ſhall have it in his Power: to « 60 1 A 
« am better than thou. 1 ſtand upon more honour- 

able Terms with "My" MAKER, andama fitter 

: CS... * Object | 


all of them, as to Acceptance with tir CREAT OR, 


without any Difference. No DiF ice, in this 
reſpect, between the accompliſhed Gentleman, and 
the infamous Scoundrel ; no Difference between the 
virtuous Lady, and the . Proſtitute. No Diffe- 
rence at all, as to the Way and Manner of their 
: obtaining Salvation. 80 that the Whole My ap- 


pear to be of Grace, 


5 As to Things, — This Part of the Subject is il- 
luſtrated by a grand Aſſemblage of Images; compre- 
bending all that is moſt diſtinguiſhable in the viſible | 
= We Creation, and denoting whatever is moſt admired or 
' celebrated among the Sons of Men.—Oaks and Ce- 

| dars are the moſt ſtately Productions of vegetable 

—- Nature. Therefore the Day ſhall be uben all the Ce- 
dars of Lebanon, and upon all the Oaks of Baſhan.— 
Hills and Mountains are the moſt conſpicuous. and : 

| majeſtic Elevations of the Earth. Therefore the 

* Day ſhall be upon all the high Mountains, and upon all the 
Hills that are lifted up. — Towers and Cities are tage 
moſt magnificent Works of human Art. Therefore 

| the Day ſhall be upon every high Tower, and upon 
every fenced Mall. — The Ships of Tarſpiſb are put for 

the Wealth, the Advantages, and the various Im- 

I ͤprovements, procured by Navigation and Commerce, 

| Plegjant Pictures may repreſent every elegant ang 
þ refined Embelliſhment of civil Life. —The_ whole 
Collection of Metaphors, ſeems to expreſs all thoſe 
9 Attainments, Poſſeſſions, and Excellencies, which 
4 are oppoſes to add Dignity to our Nature, or Sta- 
| G By. 
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Object for his Favour.” They ſhall all be like | 
Priſoners, confined in the ſame Dungeon, and lia- 


ble to the ſame Condemnation. Every one of them 
equally deſtitute of any Plea for Juſtification; and 
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billty- a our Hopes; to conflitute a Peron,” in 
which we ourſelves may reſt ſatisfied, or a Recom- 
mendation, which may entitle us to the Favour of 


Heaven. = 
Yet all theſe Things, before the Rect 6f | 


Ob's Law, and before the Revelation of his Righ- | 
teouſneſs, ſhall be eclipſed and diſgraced, Throw: | 
to the Bats, and conſigned over to Obſeurity; n,, 
to the Moles, and trampled into the Duſt. So that 
in the Purſuit of eternal Life, none ſhall regard | 


5 ; them ; or elle regard them, only to deſpiſe them. 


| Thus; ſays the Prophet a ſecond Time To ren- 3 
der the Work of Humiliation effectual, he redoubles = 
his Blow. May our whole Souls feel the Energy of-- 


his vigorous Expreſſions ! Thus hall the Loftineſs of [ 
Man be bowed down, and the Haughtineſs of Men jhall 


5 le laid low. All Notion of perſonal Excellency ſet 4 


: aſide, they ſhall be baſe and vile in their own Eyes. G 


” : Acknowledge the Impoſſibility of being reconciled FE 
by any Duties of their own, and place all their 1 
Confidence on the propitiating Death and meritori- 


ous Obedience of FESUS CHR 1 d £2 290 leſs „ 
. than nothing; HE all in " * 


With this important Sentiment I cloſe my Letter; | 


not without an ardent Wiſh, that it may fink ints | 


dur ir Thoughts, and dwell l upon both our Hearts, 


Your „ 6. 
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OTIS: 


LETTER LY; 


R E Ve $: In, 
N OUR aft, and ſeveral at your other Object. 


ons, appear more like Notes and Memoran- 


5 3 than a juſt Plea to the Public, or a ſatiſ- 
factory Explanation of your Opinion, They have 
rather the Air of a Caveat, than a Confutation ; 
and we are often at a loſs to diſcern, how far your 
= Remonſtrance is either forcible or appoſite. = 
Brief Negatives, laconic Aſſertions, and quick Ta-- 
_ terrogatories, opened by no pertinent Illuſtrations, bY 
ſupported by no ſcriptural Authority, are more likely 
'Þ to ſtagger, ſtun, and puzzle, than to ſettle our N. 
tions in Religion, You ſeem, Sir, to have forgotten, _ 
that Propoſitions are not to be eſtabliſhed, with te 
fame Eaſe, as Doubts are ſtarted. And therefore . 
have contented yourſelf with a Brevity, which pro- 
duces but little e and more than a little = 
= Obſcurity. | : 
This Brevity of yours, | is 1 Sin, and I EY | 
will be the Excuſe, of my Prolixity. Which, I per- 
E . - Ceive, is growing upon my Hands, much more than 
Ii intended, If you had been pleaſed to ſhew your 
. Arguments at full Length, and to accompany with _ 
Proof your Gloſſes upon Scripture, the Reader would 
then have been able to determine the preponderating 5 
; Evidence, between yourſelf and on: o. And my 


G 1 ＋ rouble 
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Trouble had been conſiderably leſſened, perhaps =_ 


quite ſpared. 


An lnftance of the foregoing Remark,” is the Ob- 8 
jection which follows. St. Paul often mentions — 
Righteouſneſs imputed, ſays Appaſio. 70, «© Not a Rig 11 
« teouſneſs, ſays Mr. Meſley; never once; but 


1 ſimply Righteouſneſs. St. . aul mentions | OY | 
ec, the Righteouſneſs which is imputed, both 


with and without the Greek Article, And do nei- 9 1 
ther of theſe ſignify 4 Righteouſneſs? This is a Piece | 
of Criticiſm, as new to me, as it is nice in itſelf,— _ 


Beſides, where is the Difference between a Righ- 


teouſneſs, and Righteouſneſs? Is not every Righte- | 
|  ouſneſs, @ Righteouſneſs? Is not every Perſon, @ 


Perſon? And every prodigious Refinement, a pro- 3 


h = digious Refinement ?—1 thought, Mr. We 72 hal 


known how to employ his Time better than | in 1 ſplit- 5 7 
ting, or thus attempting to Slit Hairs. 


To what Purpoſe, Sir, is this exceſſive 1 


ment? Many of your Readers, [ apprehend, will | 


find it difficult to conjecture, For my own Part, = 44 


freely conſeſs, that i could not, for a conſiderable | 


Time, diſcern your Aim. Nor can I, even now, 5 
diſcover any other Deſign, than a forced Endeavour, 
to exclude che Righteouſneſs of CHRIST; and 


introduce a miſtaken Something of your own, to 
officiate in its Ste2d,—As the Thread of your Criti- 


Ciim is ſpur. © «tremely fine, we muſt examine it with _ 
the cloſeſt Attention. "But: firlt let me Juſt taks " 
| Notice— 55 
1 That Abaſn, , in 1 of his Obes: 
5 tion, deduced rom the Apoſtle's Language, aſks; 
What or whoſe Righteouſneſs can this be? To 1 
Which Mr. . anſwers; 5 6 He tells you kimſelf : = 
1 5 * Faith =O 
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« Faith is imputed for Righteouſneſs.” But have 
you never read Apaſio's Interpretation of this Text? 


If not, be ſo impartial, as to caſt your Eye upon the 
| tenth Dialogue. There he conſiders this Paſſage at 


large, and lays before you his Expoſition of the 


FE" 


Words. Not impoſing it, without aſſigning a Rea- 
| ſon. But together with his Expoſition, preſenting | 
you with the Grounds of his Opinion. If you can 
overthrow them, try your Strength and your Skill, 
They ftand ready to receive your Attack; being, at 
preſent, in full Poſſeſſion of the Field. 
However, if you will not advert to his Thoughts; 
allow me, if I can, to penetrate yours. © St, Paul 
never mentions a Righteouſneſs, but fimply Righ- 
« teouſneſs.” Thus, I preſume, you argue— 
Not a Righteouſneſs ; that might ſeem to denote = 
e fone pots Righteouſneſs ; ſome actual Confor- 
„ mity to the divine Law, imputed to Sinners for 
A their Juſtification, —Whereas, if Faith be ſubfti- _ 
© tuted, inſtead of this real Righteouſneſs ; if Faith _ 
be all that to us, which our own Obedience to 


the Law ſhould have been; and which Aſpaſo 


„s ſuppoſes, the Righteouſneſs of CHRIST is ap- 


= 0 


pointed to be; if Faith itſelf be all this to us, then 

we are made righteous without a Righteouſneſs, 
40 Something is accounted to us for Righteouſneſs, : 

« which is really no ſuch Thing.—Then we ſhall 
ba he under no Neceſſity of ſubmitting to the Righ- 

4 teouſneſs of our GOD and SAVIOUR, but may 
"" 90p be furniſhed out of our own Sts k.. 
Is not this, or ſomething like this, your Way of 5 
K Reaſoning ? Do you not, in this Manner, under- 
ſtand Faith imputed for Righteouſneſs ? ? Not as de- 


: niving all its Balenen all its Significancy, from its 
e F ‚ ob 
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moſt mignificent Object. But as being itſelf the 


Efficient of Juſtification; the very Thing, for 


which we are accepted. In Oppoſition to“ the 
„„ wicked and vain Commentaries of the Calviniſts, 


„ which ſay, that all this is reſident in CHR IST, - Z 


5 « and apprehended by Faith.” 


| | This led me to uſe that ſingular Expreſſion, « i: 
15 « miſtaken Something.” Since this is an egregious 
Miſtake ef Faith; of its Nature, its End, its Im. 
port. —Of its Matr. For, it is a going out of --. 
Sell, and a flying to CHRIST, for Pardon, for 
. Peace, and for every ſpiritual Bleſſing. —Of its End. 
For, it is ordained, to preclude all Boaſting. That 
itſelf may be nothing. That its Owner may be 
nothing. That the Grace of GOD, and the 5 
5 Righteouſneſs of CHRIST, maybe all in 411 . 


: Of its Import. For it ſays, according to the Pro- 


phet; In the LORD, not in myſelf, have [Biokes : 
RY)” neſs. It would expoſtulate, in the Words of the 


d Apoſtle, with its over-weaning and doating Admi- 


rers; ye Men of Iſrael, why ks ye ſo earneſtly on 
me; as though by my own Power or Dignity, I had | 
: procured your Reconciliation, and rendered you ac- . 
cepted? The GOD of Abraham, Iſaac, and 7 Jacob 
has glorified his 8 ON FES US, and appropriated 
| this Honour to his Obedience and Death. In the | 
Mlatter of Juſtification, it is my Buſineſs, not to für- 
niſh a Contingent, not to ſupply wy "TRY, but to 85 
8 receive the Wnole from his Fulneſfs. 3 
75 Sn CAKIST's Death Sinners are to 6 46 9 
the Cauie of their Forgiveneſs; on CHRISTYS 1 
1 Obedience, as the Ground of their Acceptance, _ 
; « How does this agree with pag. 82 r ge pleaſed 
to turn back, Sir; 3 and with a a very little Attention, | 
yu || 


« W n „ Aa 


you will perceive the Agreement. Then let n me 4. 


ſire you to turn inward; and you will, probably, 


diſcern more than a little Diſingenuity, in your own 
Procedure. Since you reſolve to ſtop your Ears 


againſt the Author's Explanation, his very particu- 
lar Explanation and Reſtriction of his own Mean- 
 ing®,—lf you was eXamining a mathematical Sy- 


7 em, you would always carry in your Memory, the 


leading Problems or introductory Axioms. If you 
did not, your own Judgment would blame you. 


| And when you neglect to do the ſame, i in canvaſhng 
a theological I reatile, docs not your: own Conſei- 


ence reprove you! 


Our LORD commends ſack Kinds. 4 Beneft- 


cence only, as were exerciſed to a Diſciple, in the 


. Name of a Diſciple. Here Mr. Weſley aſæs; * Is 
« not this a Slip of the Pen?“ Read the Pallige: 


Sir; and anſwer yourſelf, What are our LORD's 


WW ords? Iuaſniuch as ye hade done it to theſe my Bre- 
thren. ave you not then as much Reafon, to 
| charge our divine MASTER with a Slip of the 
Zongue, as to charge Aſpaſio with a Slip of the 
Pe n? lt is undeniably plain, that he docs in Fact 


commend only ſuch Kinds of Benencence, as was 


Exerciſed towards hzs Brethren, And I preſume, you 


MB 8 8 will 


: 10 jo = 68. pe, ſpeaking of the Obedierics and 


Death of CHRIST, profeſſediy declares; % However, 


„therefore, 1 may happen to expreis miyſe IF, I never 


© conhder thein, as acting in the exciu/ive Se nie; but 


„Would always have them undes ſtood, as a gr; and and 


*©elorious Aggregate. Looking upon on S OOb's 


* univerſal Obedience, which commenc-d at his Incar- = 
„ nation; 3 was carried On through his Life; and Termite 8 
© nated in his Death; ;—looking. upon ail this, in its cl. 
« bias Form, as the Object of my Faua, and e 


+ Foundation ofen my Hope.“ 
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will readily grant, that his Brethren, the nobler Re- 
lation, cannot be more extenſive than — Diſciples, 
the inferior. 

Will not our LORD then commend all Kinds 
- of Beneficence, provided, &c,”--Excuſe my cut- 
ting ſhort your Speech. You are rambling from the 
Point. What CHRIST will do, is quite another 


| | Queſtion. Aſpaſio neither denies, nor affirms any 
Thing, on this Subject. All that he conſiders, is, 


what appears to be really done, in that particular 


= Deſcription of the laſt Day, and its awful Proceſs. 


Nor will he ſcruple to affirm, a ſecond Time, that 
our LORD applauds ſuch Acts of Beneficence only, 
as were exerciſed to a a Diſciple to Believers ; to o his _ 
: Brethren. OD 55 
"us A Judge ſpecifies this Sort of Muni- 
: ficence, be it is a ſure Indication of one be- 
gotten by the Word of Truth. It is a Teſt, which 


none but the Saints and Faithful in CHRIST 
"7. SUS will come up to. And a Chriſtian is moſt 


properly diſtinguiſhed, not by what he does in com- 

mon with others, but by the different Principle 
from which he acts. —Of this Particularity Appaſi "EE 
takes Notice, on Purpoſe to warn, as well as to 


= exhort his Readers. Exhort them, that they may 


abound in Works of Generofity. Warn them, that 
their V/orks may ſpring from the right Source, 


TS. Faith i in the divine REDEEMER, 


„Jou are not willing to call Works of 1 


„ cence, though exerciſed to a Samaritan or a Hea- 
. I: then,” tranſient Bubbles. No more is Aſpaſio, 
I, 8 Senſe and Manner, which you would inſinu- 


„ He calls them ſuch, not abſolutely, but rela- ; 
55 ora, | Not i in themſelves, | but with __— to an N 
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Affair, infinitely too great for them to tranſact, 


either in Whole or in Part. In this View (as rela- 


tive to Juſtification) St. Paul calls them Dung, 
which is deſpicable and ſordid. Surely then Aſpaſio 
may call them Bubbles, which are ſnewy but inſigni- 0 
ff cant. — l don't call the Deſk, on which I write, a 
mere Egg- -Shell. Yet I ſhould not heſitate to lays: 
It is ſcanty as an Egg-Shell, if appointed to tranſport _ 
an Army to the Indies; feeble as an Egg-Shell, if 
ſet up as a Wall of e W none a Battery of 8 


Cannon. 


How muſt Chriſtians exceed the Seribes and Pha- 8 
riſees? To this Aſpaſio replies. Not only in being 5 
ſincere; in having Reſpect unto all GOD's Com- : 
8 mandments; but alſo in poſſe ng a complete Righ- 
| teouſneſs. Nor can this be any Thing leſs, than 
the perfect Obedience of our great MEDIATOR.— 
„Did our LORD mean this? Nothing leis. — 
: Peremptorily affirmed. But not ſo eaſily proved. — 
Yes, you add; “ He ſpecifies 1 in the following Parts 
„ of his 3 the very Inſtances, 1 the 
« Righteouſneſs of a Chriſtian exceeds that of the 
„ Scribes and Phariſees.” —He does ſo. But is it 
not an abſolutely complete Righteouſneſs? A Meek- 1 
neſs, without the leaſt Emotion of Reſentment. A 
Purity, without the leaſt Stain of evil Concupiſcence. 
A Love, a Long-Suffering, a Perfection, ſuch as 
our FATHER which is in Heaven exerciſes. 
Nou if this does not exceed the Righteouſneſs of all 
the Chriſtians in the World, or if this is to be found = 
in any Character, ſave only in the Character of our 
great ME DIATOR, 1 retract, moſt freely retract | 


my een. 


ö The 
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The Diſcourſe relates to that Righteouſneſs, by 


which we are ſaved; or, by Virtue of which, we 
enter into the Kingdom of Heaven *. And why, 
Sir, Why will you not reſign the Honour of obtain 


ing Salvation, to the moſt bleſſed IMM AN U E L 8 
Blood and Obedience! ? Why will you hedge up your 
People': 5 Way to the immortal Manſions, by teach- 


5 ing them to depend upon Duties and Attainments of 
their own Should any one, hearing this Doctrine, a 
that the Law of the ten Commandments requires a 
| perfect, finleſs Obedience; that none can be de- 


Taos from the Wrath to come, or enjoy eternal 
Life, without this unſinning, perfect Obedience; 


ſhould ſuch a one, ſtruck with Surpriſe and Anxiety, 
enquire; © Who then can be ſaved?” What An- 
a would Mr. I; 2 give — 1 he Anſwer we 
= would make, is obvious and full of Conſolation. 5 


ce No 5 


4 Chriftes mag na ofe verattane promuntiat, Hare ee s 


| "am Jenes, gue? : non per} 221 Nine habet integram legis i n 
pletionem, nin poſſe ingredi reg u cœlarum. Suorum teitur © | 
— Juftitiam oalt eff ebundautiors. 1 heceft ee wilt adjudicium _ 


Dei, afferre alundantifinan, plhniſiman, & perfietiſimam 


5 Ju g1tiam, ut! * r acpropter eamp 9h ut ihgreds POTN UM clorum. 
| Eam vero, qui, a in ſe non invea:uit, fide querunt & appre- 
 hendunt in inples on l-gis, 4 Coriſtu pro nobis Pri a. Vid. 
= ChEuNITII Harm. Evang. p 722. 


A truly valuable Work. In which the learned Rea dar” | 


will find many Traces of lively Devotion; many Pieces 
of ſolid Criticiſm; and many fine Views opened, to fee _ 
more clearly the Wiſdom, Beauty, and tranſcendent £ 
Excellency of our bleſſed R E D E E ME R's Life. I his 221 
Book is particularly eſtimable, for difplaying with great 
Perſpicuſ:y, and enforcin 5 with proportionabſe Zeal, that 
diſtinguiſhed Article of Ohuiſtianity, Juftifics tion the ugh 


the Rigt teruſneſs ff JESUS CHRIST. Which is, as 


aur Author very emphatically {peak 5, Ir/ifimam evangelil. | 
 Fundamentum. 5 „ gs 
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% No Man, by his own Performances. But Sal- 
dc vation is to be ſought, Salvation is to be obtained, 
« by the Righteouſneſs of Another. Even by the 
« conſummate Obedience of Our LORD Ne 
« CHRIST.” | 
He brings this ſpecious Hypoerite 1 to the Tell — 
« How does it appear, you aſk, that this young 
« Ruler was a Hypocrite?“ It appears from his 
Conduct. For, he came kneeling to our SAVIOUR, 


as one ſincerely deſirous of learning his Duty; yet, 


when inſtructed in it, he would not perform it.— It | 


appears from your own Character of him. Tou fay, _ 
„He loved the World,” Then the Love of the 
FATHER was not in him, That he pretended 


too the Love of GOD, is evident from his own _ 


Words, That he had no real Love, is certain from 
your own Acknowledement. If Pretence, without | 
_ Reality, be not Hypocriſy, pleaſe to inform us, | 
what is,—lt is farther apparent, from your Deſcant 

on the Caſe. © Therefore he could not keep any 
5 of the Commandments in their ſpiritual Senſe.“ 

And it is a ſure, as well as important Truth, that 2 


: _ whoever pretends to keep the Commandments, yet 
does not keep them in their ſpiritual Meaning, „ 


Deceiver of himſelf; a Deceiver of others; A 8 
pocrite. . . 
The keeping of the 8 fag Mr. 
„ J//ofley, is undoubtedly the Way to, though not 


„ the Caufe of eternal Life.“ — How then came it 


0 paſs, that our LORD JESUS CHRIST, ſhould 
declare? I am the WW ay. The Way, to what? To 


z 7 the Favour ot GOD; to the Fruition of GOD; 
| to every ſpiritual BI nes or in other Words, to 
eternal Life, —Atter ſuch a Claim, from ſuch a Per- 


fon, 
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ſon, may 3 not, without the Imputation of undue 
Confidence, deny your Aſlertion in your own Form 
of Speech? © The keeping of the Commandments 

e ydoubiedly cannot be the Way to eternal Life; “ 
ſſnce this is an Honour, this is a Prerogative, which : 
„ de all» glorious REDEEMER has challenged to 
i:  binifelf, 3 ; 
Hence your Dittinction, b between the 2 to, and 
: the Cauſe of, appears to have no Countenance from 
Scripture. And will it not, upon a Review, appear 
to have as little Support from Reaſon? Caſt your 
Eye upon yonder Bridge. It is thrown over a deep 

: and wide River, It is the Way, the only Way, 
whereby I croſs the Water, and arrive at the oppo- 

fite Bank. IF ſo, is it not likewiſe the Cauſe of my 
: fafe Arrival on the other Side? There may be, in 
this Caſe, other Cauſes, concomitant or ſubordinate, 
But the Bridges is the grand one; that which every 
Body chiefly regards; and: to which my Paſſage is 15 I 

2 8 aſcribed. i 
CHR 18T ts” is "oh Way, the only Wa, 7, 
to Life and Immortality. By his precious Blood, F 
And by his divine Righteouſneſs, 1 we paſs the Gulph 

; of Wrath and Deſtruction. By the T hings which | 
He has done, by the Pains which he bas "endured E 

Ve enter the Realms of Peace and Joy. According- | 
ly, we are exhorted to walk in Him; and are ailured, | 
that as many as walk i in this Way, Hall renew their N 
Strength. This i is, what the Apoſtle calls, the new | 
| and living Way. This is, what the Pſalmiſt ſtyles, E 
„„ Way everlaſting. And though other Ways may | 
ſeem right unto a a Man, Jet "y End terre are the Wa ays. J 


9 Death, 


PN WT IH TE T?JꝙmRN oa IR 
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A Doubt, perhaps, may ariſe in the Reader's 
F Mind, ſuggeſted by the Words of the Prophet; An 
High- Way ſhall be there, and a Way, and it hall be 
called the Way of Holineſs. True. The Way is 
CHRIST, the incarnate G OD, with all his Gifts, 
Privileges, and Bleſſings. It hall be called the May 
of Holineſs x. None can enter and advance therein, 
| yet continue carnal and unclean. All that travel this 
Road, renounce the hidden Things of Darkneſs, 
and do the Works of Righteouſneſs. It does not 
| indeed find, but it aſſuredly makes, the Paſſengers 
= righteous. And though Holineſs is not their Way, 


yet it is a principal Fart of their n while they 
walk i in CHRIST. | | 
Abl. , 


* * Thai. XXXV, 8. Upon this Subject Dr. . 6 
KN excellently. « CHR {ST 1s the Medium of Communi- 
| © cation between GOD and us. In Him we meet; in 
„Him we walk. All Influences of Love, Kindneſs, 
Mercy from GOD to us, are through Him ; 5 all our - - 
Returns of Love, Delight, Faith, Obedience unto 
60D, are all through Him. He being that one Hay, 


| 60 D ſo often promiſeth his People: And it is a glo- 


* rious Way, 1/a. xxxv. 8. An High-Way, a Way of 
. Holineſs, 4 Way that none can err in, that once enter 


| it. Which is further ſet forth, J/a. xlii. 16. All other 


„ Ways, all other Paths but this, go down to the Ccham- 

bers of Death: They all lead to walk FOE to 
80D. 
See a Treatiſe, cattle 8 ich GOD. EV 
. Jobs Owen, D. D. Which preſents us with the Spirit 
and Quinteſience of the Goſpel ; with he nobleſt Privi- 
| leges and ſtrongeſt Conſolations of Chriſtianity ; anima- 
ting us thereby to all the Duties of holy Obedience.— 

Here are Pinks and Roſes in the Path. Milk and Honey 
in the Cup. Marrow and Fatneſs on the Table. ln 
many Treatiſes, the Author has done cho 5 but! in 
; "ws | I think, he excelleth them all. e 
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Ahaſs 4% having Occaſion to ſpeak of Abrahan:'s 
Faith, quotes the Words of the Apoſtle; By Wark: 
his Faith was made perfect. Which he thus explains; 


His Faith hereby anſwered its proper End, and 


appeared to be of the true, the triumphant, 
„the ſcriptural Kind. Since it overcame the 


„World, overcame Self, and regarded GON as 
86 all in all. »__To this Mr. Wefley replies, with the 


| Solemnity. of A Cenſor, and the Authority of a 
Dictator; + No. The natural Senſe of the W ords 


ads By the Grace ſuperadded, while he wrought 
„ thoſe Works, bis Faith was literally made per- 


“c fect.— Vour Proof, Sir. What have You to 
make good this Tnterptctation 2 There is not a Þ 
Word in the Text about Grace ſuperadded, This! 
is not affigned as the Cauſe of a perfected Faith, Þ 
| Nay, the ſacred Writer expreſoly aſſigns another. 
By Warks, ſays St. James, his Faith was made per- 
fect. No, ſays Mr. Meſley; but by Grace ſuperaded. 3 
S t. James affirms one Thing Mr. NHaſie affirms the 
contrary; and who am I, that I ſhould decide be- 
tmween two ſuch Dikatagts? But I believe, the Þ 
Reader will, without my Interpoſal, oily chuſe his 
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e Perhaps, you will ii if this is not the true | 
55 Senſe, produce a better. —One leſs oppoſite to the 


natural Import of the Words, and the apparent : 


Meaning of the Apoſtle, is already produced. Do | 


vou inſiſt upon another? I will then refer you to 


©: "ables Judges.—Shall I ſend to an Expoſitor, whom 
5 you yourſelf admire ? Dr. Doddr idge thus comments 


upon the Text. His Faith was perfetted by Mors; 1 


the Integrity of it, was made fully apparent, to 
00 himſelf, to 5 to 9. "eShall 1 remit 


. ; - 8 
4 —_—_ 
3 —_ 
: od q oo 0.2 F+9 > oh TREO 
Et PE I; >» 8 Wy” Wa” F 
hd. S FP 
DT II rs dr OE - . . * 


LET. Fo REV. MR. WESLEY. 95 
you to an Expoſitor, who can neither deceive, nor 
be deceived ? The GOD of Glory ſays ; My Strength 
is made perfect in Weakneſs. Made perfect! How? 
ls there any ſuch Thing, as a Super-Addition to 
GOD Almighty's Power, while He exerts it in Be- 

half of his People? This none can imagine. But it 
is hereby manifeſted, to their Comfort, and his 
_ Glory. The ſame Word is uſed concerning 4bra- 


ham's Faith, and concerning the GOD of Abrahan's 


| Strength. Why then ſhould it not be underſtood 
in the ſame Senſe ? Here, it is reist; there it is 
Senewhn. And, in both Places, it ſignifies, | not 


« literally made perfect, but iluſtriouſly diſplayed. 
Shall I ſend you to a familiar Illuſtration ? J view, 


from 1 my Window, a young Tree, The Gardener, 
when he planted it, told me; It was a Fruit-Tree, 
a Pear-Tree, a right Beauts du Roy. It may be 
ſuch a Tree, and have its reſpective Seed in itſelf. But 
this did not then appear, If, when Autumn arrives, 
its Branches are laden with Fruit, with Pears, with 
that delicious Kind of Pears ; this will be a Demon- _ 
ſtration of all thoſe Properties. This will, 
make it ſuch a particular Tree; no, nor make it a 
good and fruitful Tree; but only ſhew it to be of 


that fine Sort, or make its Nature, ung $ Terfections: 
evident. 1 


St. James ſpeaks of the . of c our Faith; 


| thus proceeds Aſpaſio. And thus replies Mr. 7 ey; 
Not unleſs you mean by that odd n ort 
„ Faith being made perfect, A mean ſuch a Per- 
fection of Faith, as is mentioned above. Other | 
Perfection I find not, either in Books or Men. Was 
Faith perfect, in your Senſe of the Word, Love, 

Joy, and all Hol neſs would be N likewiſe. 
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| Correſpondent to the Principle, would be the State 


| of the Production. There would be no longer any 
Cauauſe for that Petition, which the Diſciples put up; 


_ LORD, increaſe our Faith, Nor for that Suppli- 


cation, which you and I, fo long as we continue 


Members of the Church of England, muſt uſe ; Give 
unto us the Increaſe of Faith, Hope, and Charity ! 


| You call the Juſtification of our Faith an“ ot: 1 85 

44 Expreſſion. '—ls it not founded on the Tenour of 

the Apoſtle's Diſcourſe ? Is it not the native Reſult 
of the Apoſtle's Inquiry? Shew me thy Faith. Prove 3 
. it to be real and unfeigned. Prove it by ſuch Acts, 


as demonſtrate, you truſt in JESUS alone for ever- 


1 laſting Life. If it ſtands this Teſt, we ſhall ac- 
| knowledge it to be that precious Faith, whoſe Au- 
| thor is GOD, and whoſe End is Salvation.—lIs not 
that a Juſtification of Faith, which diſplays its Sin- 
28 cerity, and renders it without Rebuke? Some what 
like this, would be reckoned a Juſtification of any 4 
| Perſon, « or a any. other Tings. "200; we not or ” 


F aith? 


ee you ſee, FS may be ſaid; in Vindi- 
LY "cailoa of this Expreſſion. However, if it be thought 
improper; if it tend to create any Confuſion in our 
Sentiments ; or to draw off our Attention from that 
1 grand Idea, which | is peculiar to the Word Juſtifica- 
tion; the Idea, I mean, of being made righteous bee. - 
fore GOD. 1 freely give it 7 1 will alter it in 
I my Book; and uſe it no more. | © 
e that doeth Righteouſneſs, is 5 He mani= 
: feſts the Truth of his Converſion, and juſtifies his; :-- 
Profeſſion from all Suſpicion of Inſincerity. — Nay; nn 
„ ſays Mr. Weſſey, the plain Meaning is, he alone is 
e truly righteous, whoſe Faith worketh by Love,” — _ 


Nur Esens may . true, and Apaſio's 79's no leſs 


true. I leave the Reader to determine, which is 


moſt exactly ſuitable to the Apoſtle's arguing. —He 
1s ſpeaking of the Chriſtian Rightcouſneſs. "That | 
which renders us righteous before GOD. That 
' which Fleſh and Blood could never have diſcovered, 
Which therefore was graciouſly revealed in the Goſ- 
| pel, and is the principal Subject of Goſpel-Preaching, 
As then there were, and always would be, many 
Pretenders to the noble Privilege, St. Jobs lays 
down a Maxim or a T ouchſtone, to diſtinguiſh the 
Sincere from the Hy pocrite. He that uniformly 
doc th Righteouſneſs, in a Way of Sanctification; he, 
and he only, is to be acknowledged by us, as truly | 
vighteous by Way of Juſtification. Ed 
Far be it from me, Sir, to be fond of . 
Where you hit upon the Truth, or come pretty near 
it, I ſhall never be eager to oppoſe. On the con- 
trary, I ſhall be very Jefirous to agree; and preſerve, ” 
as much as poſlible, both the Unity of Opinion, and 
the Harmony of Affection. —Your own Interpreta- 
tion ſhall take place. Only let your Working be the 
Sign and Fruit of a righteous State, not that which 
makes or conſtitutes us righteous. The Righteouſ- 


| neſs of fallen Creatures, 75 not of themſelves, but of 


ine, faith the LORD. Itis brought in and accom- 
| pliſhed by HIM, whom GOD hath ſet forth to 
be their MEDIATOR and SURETY. So that 
| we are made righteous, not by doing any Thing 
| whatſoever, but ſolely by believing in JESUS. 3 
Our Character as the Redeemed of the LOED,: is, L 
Oi er Sigeeg; Men, having their Exiſtence, their 

Subſiſtence, their all, -by. Faith, © Hence it comes to 


| bals, that we : really are, what the Apoſtle 8 : 
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the following Words; 3 N. ghiecus, even as 2 is Righ- 
Feous. Not | barely righteous, : as the moral Heathens, 
by Dint of human Reſolution. Not barely righteous 
as the reputaole Jan by the Influence of their legal 
Sanctions, But righteous with that very . 

neſs, which adorns: 's and exalts, and will SORRY: 

diſtinguiſh the only begotten SON of GOD. 
It remains to be enquired; That Faith is moſt I 
likely to opezate, in this excellent and happy Man- 
ner! J I mean, to work by Love. Let me illuſtrate | 
the Point by a ſhort Apologue; then releaſe the 
Reader from his Attention, and the Writer from 5 
bis Taſk, „„ „ 
A certain King had. two Parts, whom: he 
| honoured with his peculiar Regard, and enriched 
with a ceaſcleſs Liberality. I hey both,” inſenfible 
7 of their vaſt Obligations, became Traitors and Re- 
3 bels. Being convicted of Treaſon againſt their So- 
vereign, he was determined to overcome their Evil = ; 
= with Good. Accordingly, when they had nothing Fo 
to plead in their own Behalf, he generouſly forgave UF 
them both. The one he diſmiſſed from Priſon, and =: 
ſuffered to live unmoleſted on his private Inheritance. 
The other he reſtored to all his high Preferments, | 
and public Employs. He adorned him again win 
the Robe of Honour, and admitted him again into 
the Boſom of Favour.— Which of them, now, will 
feel the warmeſt Affe tion for their Sovereign? 5 
Which of them will be molt ready to ſerve him on 
all Occaſions? And, if Need be, to bazard even 
Life in his Deſence i—lle, doubtleſs, on whom 
mot was beſtowed. 8 . — 
And is not that perſon maſt likely: to work. and: 3 Ys 
obey, from a Principle of Love; who believes, that 
J)Cͥͤͤ K bis 
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his divine LORD, has not only bore the Curſe, 


but fulfilled the Law for Him? Has given Him, not 
barely an Exemption from Puniſhment, but a Title 


to eternal Life? Yea; has cloathed him with his 
own molt perfect and glorious Righteoufneſs. By 
Virtue of which, He will, ere long, be preſented. 
faultleſs before the "Throne of Judgment, and have 


an abundant Entrance into the everiaſting King- 
dom. — Will not the Faith of ſuch unſpe: chably rich 


Grace, pacify the Conſcience, and purify the Heart? 
Awaken Gratitude to our heavenly Benefactor, and 


enkindle Zeal for his Glory? Cauſe us to diſcharge 


all the Duties of our Station chearfully, and withf and. 


every Allurement to Evil reſolutely ? 


Surely, we may ſay of this Faith, what David = 
ſaid of Goliah” s Sword; There is none, there is nothing 
like it. For all theſe bleſſed Purpoſes, it is bez ond | 
Compare, and I ſhould think, beyond Diſpute, 9 
cacious.— That you, Sir, may know more of this 
Faith, and diſpute lets againſt it, is che ſincere an 4 


3 | fervent YA of, Oe. | 


LETTER Fi. 


Rev. S1n, : 


ſhall not increaſe the Prolixity by a Preface z 
but e enter upon it, without any. farther Introduction, 


Ha 8 n, 


5 this Letter may probably be pretty Javg; L 


2 2 A 
2 « 
: 


r 
5 1 


Sb - — 
K = I n ks Seat W * 

I . n — "x" g "He 

— . oo rom Gf err ens end — pn an, Bf — r _ 


222... 75 
a Fan 2 8 
4 — * * e 4 4% Se — 
* : 
rok BA 


3 
292 rr 9 
— Ya ve os C4 


P ” OT ; 2 1 


——ͤ—ͤ—ͤ— — „ 
* „ - 5 
—— — ns 
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© WWhuſo doeth theſe Things, faith David, ſhall never 
Fall, Which Apaſio thus interprets, “ ſhall never 
« fall into final Apoſtacy,”—You are pleaſed to re- 


ply; David ſays no ſuch Thing. His Meaning 


is, whoſo doeth theſe Things to the End ſhall ne- 
c. ver fall into Hell.” —[t would be a great Wonder, 
I muſt own, if he ſhould. But if bs pen to fail, 
at ſome Times, and in ſome Inſtances, what becomes 


of him then? However, let you and I, Sir, be at 


as little Variance as poſſible. Where is the extraor- 


dinary Difference, between yourſelf and Ajpaſio * 


If a Profeſſor of Religion falls into Hell, muſt he not 


previouſly fall into final Apoſtacy ? And if he falls 
Into final Por ys muſt he not inevitably fall i into 


a Tell P- 


When you infert tha Clauſe, 75 the Eud do you. 
interpret? Do you not rather it aterpo date the ſacred 
Text? The Word s of the Pſalmiſt relate to the pre- 
fent Time, mwyp doeth, not nv hall a. They 
contain an eee t to thoſe, who, at this In- 
ſtant, bring forth the Fruits of evangelical Righ- 
: teouſneſs. "F] he Encc Muragen nent is ded luced from the 1 5 


comfortable D ofrine of fi: nal Perles 'EFance. It car- 
_ ries this chearing ports 3 hob ſoever be lic ves in 5 
« JEH Q V 4 H, as laying F all his. Lins upon | 


0 CHR IS, ande giving him eternal Liſe freely i 22 

** whoſoever, from this Principle « of þ aith, ſincerely 
„ loves and willingly obeys GOD; He ſhall never . 
« fall.” — The Words are D ο be 87, He all ne- 
ver be moved, A Phraſe, common among the Hebrews, 
to denote the Stability « of a Man' s Happineſs. . 
immoveable Thing never falls, either one Way or 
: another, So, this righteous Perion ſhall never fall, 

| SEA e . either | 


either into final Apoſtacy, which is the greateſt Mi- 
ſery here; or into Hell, which is the Conſummation 
of Miſery hereafter. 


But I begin to apprehend what you mean, and of 
* you are jealous. Vour Exclamation unravels 


all; „ How pleaſing is this to Fleſh and Blood!“ 


Under Favour, Sir, I cannot conceive, how this 


Doctrine ſhould be pleaſing to Fleth and Blood. 
| Fleſh and Blood, or corr upt Nature, is proud. Any 
Scheme of Perſeverance, to be accompliſhed by our 
_ own Strength, would indeed be agreeable to the Va- 


nity of our Mind. But a Perſeverance, founded on 


the Fidelity and the Power of GOD; a Perſeverance, 
which acknowledges itſelf owing, not to any human 


: Sufficiency, but to an Union with CHRIST, and 


the Interceſſion of CHR IST; this is a diſguſting 
Method. This is what the natural Man cannot 


5 away with. You will find the Generality of People 


utterly averſe to it.—Fleſh and Blood will not ſub- 
mit, either to be made righteous before GOD, by | 
che imputed Rig hteouſneſs of CHR IST; or to be 
made faithful unto Death, by the never-failing Faith- En 
fulneſs of CHRIST. Try your Friends; try 1 your 


1 Followers; try your own Heart, on this Paine. 

To the humble Believer, I acknowledge, this is 
| a moſt pleaſing and conſolatory Dodrine. He, who 
feels his own Impotence 3 who knows the Power of 
bis inbred Corruptions; and is no Stranger to the 
| Wiles of his ſpiritual En - he will rejoice in the 


. Thought, that thing ball pluck him out of fy oe 


mighty REDEEMER's Hand. That his Advocate 
with the F ATHER, will ſuffer neither Principalities, 


nor Powers, nor Life, nor Death, nor Things preſent, 


nor Things to come, nor 7 any other Cr ature, to 2 parece. 
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102 LETT ERS TO THE LET. 6. 
Fim from the Love of G OD. Without ſuch a Per- 
ſuaſion, we might too truly ſay of the Chriſtian's 


Joy, what Solomon ſaid of worldly Merriment; 1 faid 
of Laughter, it is mad; and of Mirth, what this it? 


8 If he, who is to Day baſking in the divine Favour, 


may before the Morrow be wehring in a Lake of 


Fire; then Joy, even Joy in the HOLY GHOST 


186 een e and Peace, even that Peace which 


vo paſſeth all Underſtanding g, is chimerical. A Build- 
ing without a Baſis; at leaſt, a bowing Fall, and & 


totter ing Fenc, 2. | 


Let us examine the Dodrine, a. ch Mr. W: eftey 
| fays, is ſo pleaſing to Fleſh and Blood; or, in 


bother Words, to carnal Peoy! ple. — What: is the 


7 Thing, which the Pfalmiſt teaches, and Ajpaſi o pro- 


os feſſes? That the Perſons, who are deſcribed in the 
Pſalm **, | ſhall never apoſtatize, from the true Faith, 


or PIR true Obedience. 1s this ſo agreeable to car- 
nal People? Is it not rather unwacrantable in Mr. 


©. #eſfley to ſuppoſe, that carnal People either poſteſs 
true Faith, or perform true Obedience, or can be 


pleaſed with either? Eſpecially, ſince the Apoſtle aſ- 
ſlures us, that the carnal End is net ſubject to the La 
Y GOD, neither indeed can le. 


- The och pain, 1 Jofrtbes the ke 7 
5 e e That Perfection, Which CHRIST really 
_ fulfilled; and is the Righteouſneſs, f in which GOD 1s 


5 well pleaſed. The Children of the Truth are, by the 


ſame SPIRIT, led to imitate this Character, according 
to the Meaſure of their Faith. Yet ſo imperfectly, that 
when compared with itin their own Perſons, they have 

| Reaſon to pray, Forgive us our Treſpaſſ*s. Though, 


2, when conſidered as cloathed with the Fulfilment of all 


in CHRIST, they may aſſure themſelves of Acceptance 


with GOD, aud an ace Title to the divine 
Favour, ; | = 
by. Be- 


— 
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Beſides; are not the Duties, mentioned by the 
Pſalmiſt, offenſive to Fleſh and Blood? Do they not 
require, or imply, the Mortification of our carnal 
Appetites, and the Diſcipline of our unruly Affec- 
tions? Can it be a welcome Piece of News to Fleſh. 


and Blood, that this Mortification ſhall take place! ? 
Inſtead of being remitted, ſhall increaſe? And never, 


never be diſcontinued, till Mortality i is ſwallowed up 
of Life ?—If fo, the old Man which is corrupt, mult 
be pleaſed with the Curb, and the Dagg er muſt de- 
light in its own Reſtraint, and its own Deſtruction. 
Such a Paradox we muſt believe, before we can 
eſpouſe Mr, 7/:/ey's Notion; That Fleſh and Blood 


are pleaſed with the Doctrine of a final Perſeverance 


n Self-denial, in Righteouſneſs, and true Holinels. 


c Should your Repentance be without a Failure, 5 
« and without a Flaw; I muſt ſtill ſay to my Friend, 
<« as our LORD replied to the young Ruler, One 5 
Ding Thou lacke/?. In all theſe Acts of Humilia- 
„ tion, you have only taken Shame to yourſelf, C 
« Whereas, a Righteouſneſs is wanting „Which IF f 


„ magnify the Law, and make it 3 : 


Theſe are Ajpaſis s Words; upon which Mr, 77 eftey 1 

animadverts. One Thing thou lackeſt, the im- 

“ puted Rignteouſneſs of CHRIST. Tou cannot 
think this is the Meaning of the Text. Neither 

does Ajpaſio affirm this to be the Meaning. He only Fe 

uſes the Words by Way of Accommodation. Could 

you demonſtrate, that our LORD intended no ſuch 
Thing, yet the Sentence may not improperly ex- 

_ preſs Ajpaſio's e And if lo, be not unfit f. for 


5 his Uſe. 


However, let us enquire. into the els 3 = 
of the I ext. 8 A very little Search will W the de. „ 


— e 
3 * 


. — X 
ee 


3 


— OPIRIY 
” 
— — —a—a—ũ—ö — — tat 


8 8 


e 
OY 


„ — & 
For * os” 2 „ 
r e r 
1 — * * — 


— 


E A i 644 fi ** * AZ 3 — — 2 — ** * * 
5 Ke 12-7 . EtL 7 — n 
JEE ĩðVy. TE Le ent oF. 2... 


og 
Fe 


ee 
84 - 28 a 4 - 


— — 


AAA 


S554 
1 2 " — 3 * * 
SS — . 1 8 1 
S I YET —— 
4 * 1 : Cox" > . N * la 1 * 7 5 "oe REY * * 7 
325 3 3 . — > bee Cong — . — — — . 2 — — -— Rs bes 
* 82.0% + Fo 


— * 
—— — — 


—— — vt.” 1 3 
— — ans e 
. 1 3 — 4 
_ —„— 


Nan 
: . : 
, ; 
» 18 | 
* 7 
14 
2 7 
* Fr. Y : 
1 f 
ON 
„ 
3 . 
X2 x : 
n 
PREY, * 1 
1 7 
1 V4 
L „ 45%--BY 
py. N , : 
4 1 1 
. : * 
3 By = 
* 36 4-1 
1 1 : 
©Y PS 
2 1 i 
l 7 
9 : 
1 3 
2s | | 
; F , ' 


264 LETTER s TO THE LET, 6. 


fired Satisfaction. Sell all thou haſt, and give to the 
Poor, and thou ſhalt have Treaſure in Heaven. Trea- 


ſure in Heaven was what the young Gentleman 


lacked. Could this be any other than CHRIST 


himſelf? Is not CHR IST the Treaſure, hid in the 
Field of the Goſpel? Is not CHRIST the Inheri- 


3 tance, reſerved in Heaven for us? Is not a Commu- 


nion with CHRIST, and an Enjoyment of CHRIST, 


the ſupreme Felicity of our Nature? David was 


of this Mind, when he publicly declared; Dom 
| have I in Heaven but Thee SSt. John was of this 


Mind, when he ſolemnly averred; He that hath the 
SO hath Liſe. Whocver is of xnother Mind, has 
very inadequate, very unworthy Notions of Heaven 


5 and its Happineſs. Now if CHRIST himſelf was 


5 the One Thing needed, ſurely his Righteouſneſs could 


: not be ſecluded. His Blood and Obedience inſepara- — 


dly accompany his Perſon. He that hath the Bride- : 


: = een hath his Riches alſo. ONS 185 
N Oppoſition to this Senſe, it is emed « Gere = 
60 tainly the one Thing our LORD meant, was 


the Love of G OD.” -The Love of GOD is | 
| certainly an eminent Blefling. Poſſeſſed, I ſhould 


imagine, only by thoſe, who have firſt obtained eter- 


nal Life, by knowing the true GOD and FESUS | 
CHRIST. But does our Love of GOD magnify 
the Law; atisfy Juſtice; or obtain Heaven? Are we 
pardoned, are we reconciled, are we juſtified, On 


Account of our Love of 8 OD ?—The young Ruler 


. wants that, which may open to him the Kingdom of 
1 Heaven; and that, whereby he may 1 817 eternal 


Life. Mtr. . efley, ſetting aſide Pardon, Reconcilia- 
tion, Juſtification, together with the one perfect 


2 Righteouſneſs, which procuces them, afcribes all to 


Ito our 
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our Love of GOD. And, by this Means, not to 
the true Love, ariſing from the Knowledge of Him, 
as manifeſted in the Goſpel; as having firſt loved 


us, in granting us Remiſſion of Sins, freely through 


FESUS CHRIST. This Notion may paſs current 


at Rome *, not among the Proteſtant Churches. Our 


own Church has moſt expreſsly diſclaimed it. Speak- 
ing of CHR IST and his precious Blood- ſhedding, 
_ ſhe adds; Whereby alone we are made Fartakers 


« of the Kingdom of Heaven.” 


« TIs the Obedience of CH RI S T * eons 8 
„ accompliſh our Jultification?” Here youwouldcor- 8 


rect both the Language, and the Doctrine. The Lan- 


guage: for you fay, “ Rather I would aſk, is the 


„Death of CHR IST- inſufficient to purchaſe it.“ 


1 —To purchaſe Tuſtification, you ſuppoſe, is more 
5 proper and expreſſive, than to accompliſh. As this 
5 may ſeem a Strife of Words, I ſhall diſmiſs it with- 
out much Solicitude. Only 1 would tranſiently ob- : 
= ſerve, that to accompliſh, denotes more than to pur- 
_ chaſe. It denotes the conſtituent Cauſe ; what the 
School-men call, the Matter eee or the 


. very Thing which effects it. If your favourite 


Phraſe implies all this, let it have the Pre- -eminence. 
Next, you corr ect the Doctrine, by ſaying ; « 7 


x Una rarer off Kt fs tho Death 5 / CHRIST infuffc | 
2» cnt 70 dureh 22 al; on! 3 — anſwer ; ; if you 


* The Council of Titel, by hat Interpreter e | 
thus expreſſes herſelf; e obedentia jua nin meruit 
credlentibus in 77 pſu ſaluten S tam etternam; ed hoc an- 
tummodo meruit, quod proper if ſum infunditur robis charitas 
inſærens z ut illa demum fit, que hominem Des non tantum 
| rate, fed pergratum; nun tantum acceptum, ſed peracceptum 
reddut ad vitam « Ter Ai. V id. Chem 8 Conc, 8 


I rident. . TIS: 
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106 LETTERS TO THE LET. 6. 
conſider the Death of CHRIST, as excluſive of his 
Obedience, it is inſufficient. If you do not, there 
is no great Reaſon for your ſtarting a Doubt, where 
we both axe agreed. And indeed it is ſcarce worth 
my while to take Notice of it. I will therefore re- 
turn to the Diſtindtion, which you think proper to 
make, between accompliſhing and purchaſing Juſti- 
fication. Why, Sir, would you ſet aſide the former 
Phraſe? Döes it not imply, that which juſtifies? 
That very 1 Clung, which commends us to GOD? 
That very N. obteauſneſs, | in which we ſtand accepted 
before ve 4 Does not this Way of expreſſing guard 
moſt eff:Qually agzinf: the Errors of Popery, and 
an all Co-efhciency of Fai ith, of Works, or 
any Thing elſe whatever 1 15 ſald, the Errors of 
Popery. For. a Potiſþ Synod will allow; that we 


are not. zul. ified without the Righteouſneſs of 


CHRIST, > by which He hath merited Juſtifica- 
tion for us. But declares, at the ſame Time; if 
any Man ſhall ſay, we are formally righteous, by 
that very Righteoufneſs, let him be accurſed.Ac- 
_ cording to this, which is no very good Confeſſion, 
the Righteouſneſs of C HR 7 47 T purchaſes, but does 
not accompliſh ; it merits our Juſtification, but docs 
not conſtitute our juſtifying Righteouſneſs. See, Sir, 
whither your Refnements are. Jeading you. 


The Saints in Glory, ſays Aßpaſto, aſcribe the 


whole of their Salvation to the Blood of the LAM B. 
80 do I, replies Mr. N eſſey; and yet I believe, 
e obtained for all a Poſſibility of Salvation.“ — 

. Is this Objection pertinent? Does Aſpaſu's Aſſertion 
cContradict your Belief? Does it not comprize, all 
that you avouch, and much more ? Is it poſſible, 


"as Mr. IV: geo, who. is ſuch a Maſter of Logic, 


| ſhould | 


. 


| FD argue in this {Manner ? “ 'The Saints in Glory 


« aſcribe all their Salvation to CHRTIST's Blood; 
« therefore He did not obtain a Poſſibility of Sal- 
cc vation for all Men,” What a forced Concluſion 
is this! What wild Reaſoning is here! Such Pre- 
miſes, and ſuch an Inference, will probably incline 
' the Reader to think of a Sun-Beam and a Clod, con- 
nected with Bands of Smoke. 
If you was determined to make this Paſſage raotey, : 
you ſhould have oppoſed it with the following De- 


| claration of your Faith; © Yet I believe, that 


« CHRIST obtained no mere than a Poſſibility of 
« Salvation for any.” Then you would have ſome- 
thing ſuited to your Purpoſe; but not agreeable, 
either to ſound Senſe, or ſound Doctrine. Not to 
found Senſe. Your Poffibility of Salvation, is, if 

People perform the Conditions. How then can they 
aſcribe the whole Glory to CHRIST? At this Rate, 
they do a Piece of Injuſtice to their own Reſolution 
and Diligence; As theſe, by fulfilling the Condi- 
tions, had a Hand in obtaining the Reward: theſe 
- ought to have a Share in receiving the Honour, — 
Not to ſound. Beine believes much 
more than a Poſſibility of Salvation by 72 
CHRIST... He believes a full and complete 
_ dalvation according to that noble Text, t D 
finiſhed, A Salvation, not to be acqu ired, but 
abſolutely given, according to that precious Scripture, 
GOD bath given to us 9 Life, Not upon ſome 


5 : Terms or Pre-requiſites, but w ithout 2 any Condition 


at all; according to that moſt gracious Invitation, 


= Tihoever will, let him take of the IV ater of Life freely. 7 


{=This |. look” upon: ig found Doctrine. But wilt - 


55 ous Notion of a conditional Sal vation, propoſed by: -- 
| | | | WY 


'3 
! 


— 
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Way of Bargain, and granted upon Terms, comport 
| with this Gift of Gr mer 


No more than @ Poſſibility of Salvation Ves, 


Sir, CHRIST obtained a great and a free Salvation. 
Ereat; for it comprizes the Pardon of all Sin, origi- 
nal and actual; a Reſtoration to entire and unaltera- 
ble Favour; together with a Title to everlaſting | 
Life and Glory.— This is ſuch a Proviſion for our 
Happineſs, àas becomes the immenſe Goodneſs, and 
inconceivable Nee of an incarnate GOD. 
Such as not only ſupplies our Wants, and ſatisfies 
our Deſires, but ſurpaſſes our very Wiſhes. Tranſ- 
porting us with Wonder, and filling us with Joy. — 
To accompliſh all this, we may reaſonably ſuppoſe, 
nothing leſs could be ſufficient, than the active and 
paſſive Righteouſneſs of HIM; who is gone into 
Heaven, Angels and Authorities and Powers being 5 
made ſubject unto Him. Since this matchleſs Ran- | 
ſom has been paid; fince theſe grand Conditions are 
performed; there is no Obſtruction from the divine 
| Juſtice, or the divine Truth. All that ineffable and 
eternal Bleſſedneſs is now become free : Is granted to 
Sinners, to Rebels, to the moſt unworthy ; the) y are 
allowed, yea, invited to receive it, to poſſeſs it, to 
rejoice in it as their own Portion: And without the = 
| Proviſo of any good Thing in themſelves, purely on 
Account of their SAVIOUR's all- ſufficient Work. 
read in ſacred Hi ſtory of Eleagar the Sor of Dodo d 
the Ahohite, one of the three mighty Men with David; 
how he aroſe, and ſinote the Phili Mines, until his Hand 45 
was weary, and his Hand clave unto his Sword; an! 
the LORD wrought a great Vi iftory that Day; and 
_ the People returned after. Him only to ſpoil. And 
were not theſe wighty Men Typical; 1 ty pical 


of our dtp i REDEEMER ? Did not © FESUS 
alſo ariſe and work a great Victory ? Has He not 
triumphed gloriouſly over Sin, and all our Enemies ? 
And what have we to do, but only to return, and 


divide the Spoil, and ſhare the Benefits of his Con- 
queſt ?—May we not boldly ſay ? © My Sin is done 
« away, becauſe CHRIST has bore it on the curſed 


« Tree. I ſtand accepted before G OD, becauſe 
« CHR IST has finiſhed the Righteouſneſs, which 


„ renders me unblameable and unreproveable. 15 
. ſhall receive the HOLY GHOST, becauſe 
« CHRIST is my Advocate; and prays the F A 


« THER, that He will eive me another Comforter. 


“ This ſacred Comforter, by ſhewing me the Riches 


«of CHRIST, will more and more ſanctify my 
« Nature,” 
« to take 1 0 Spoil after our victorious Leader. 


Let me cloſe and confirm this Sentiment, with a 
| Paſſage from that inimitable Penman, the Prophet 


ia. Who, for his remarkably clear Views of 


CHR IST; may almoſt be admitted into the Num- 
ber of Evangeliſts; and for his exquiſitely fine De- 
{criptions of CHR {ST, greatly exceeds all Orators 


and all Poets. Mo is this that cometh from Edom, 


with dyed Garments from Bozrah? This that is glorious in 


his Apparel, travelling in the Greatneſs of his Strength? — 
Iibat ſpeak in Rig htecuſueſs, mighty to fave. —I/ Terefore 
art Thou red in thine Apparel, and thy e like Him 


that: readeth i 770 the ine Fat*—Thavetr edden the IWVine- | 
| Prefs alone, and of the People there r Was none with me. 


The Prophet, like one thrown into a ſudden SUl'= 


| ol. with a beautiful Abruptneſs, cries out, /7bo is 
this? What Extraordinary Appearance diſcovers it⸗ 


ſelf to my Sight? is it a human, or a divine Form, 


5 „ that 


> TSR NT 


To think and live in this Manner, is 
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that I behold ? He cometh from Edom the Country, 


from Bozrah the Capital, of our profeſſed national 
Enemies. Is He for us, or for our Adverſaries !— 


The firſt Queſtion ſeems to proceed from a diſtant 1 


and indiſtinct View. He then takes a nearer Sur- 


vey, and deſcribes the wonderful Perſonage with 
greater Particularity, I his that cometh with dyed _ 
Garments, like ſome terrible and victorious Warrior, 


that has ſcarcely ſheathed the Sword of Slaughter, 
Who is all encrimſoned, and ſtill a. with the 
Blood of the Slain, _ 


The Viſion becomes clearer and e 1 ſee : 
Him (adds the rapturous Prophet) glorious in his Ab- ; 


varel. Higbly graceful, as well as extremely awful, 


1 Bearing in bis Aſpect, in his whole Perſon, in his b 
1 85 very Dreſs, the Marks of tranſcendent Dignity. Tra- 
velling in the Greatneſs of his Strength. Not faint with 
| oil, nor wearied with the Fatigue of the dreadful | 
85 Action; but like one, that is indefatigable in his 
cal, and. irreſiſtible in his Power; and” therefore 
L Mill prefling forwards, to new Victories; fill going | 


on, from conquering to conquer. 


The majeſtic Object is, all this while, advancing. , 
” Ab length, He 2 a pprcaches near enough, to hold a 
Conſerence with this devout Enquirer. One would 
naturally expect, that his Speech ſhould be like his 
Aſpect, alarming and tremendous. But Grace is on 
his Tongue, and his Lips drop Balm. I that ſpeak i 
8 Righteouſneſs : All whoſe Words are Faithfulneſs F 
and Truth; an immoveable Feurdation for the 


Faith of my People. That ſpeak of Righteruſneſ 2 


» V ox 2 1 conflrudta « cum prefoa Is notat a pep 71 „ 


= een, aw. de.: 5 


— 
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Of that myſterious Righteouſneſs, which. is the De- 
light of my FATHER, and the Life of the World. 

Toe bring in which, is tne Deſign of my Appearance 
on Earth, and to reveal it is the Cflice of my SPI- 
RIT. By means of this Ri; zhteouſneſs, iam 1 80 

| jo ſave : To fave thee ; to fave any loſt Sinner; to 
| fave them, as with this Arm of Clara, 3 
| yond all that they can. think, even to the very 


uttermoit. 5 | - 1 
Here, the Prophet ſeems to be ee at 2 5 
| Lok, and takes Leave to renew his Enquity, If 0 
thou art come, not to deſtroy Men's Lives, but to 1 
fave; Therefore art thou red in thine Apparel, and thy 1 
5 1 7 . : | 3 7 1 $f 3 iy 
Garments lite Him that treadeth in the Mine- Fat 2. 43 
Theſe indicate, not Deliverance, but Deſtruction. | 99 
: Theſe are Tokens, not of forbearing Gt: but 1 
of i inexorable Vengeance. — 1 1s true, replies the il- 1 
luftrious Hero, 7 have tro. adder the 5 ine-Projs 5 *; 1 = 
* T Len 730 Ir FEM Preſs. lea hardly forbear takt ing . WY i 
Notice of the great Impropriety, with which this ekt | 1 
and this Metaphor are frequently uſed by our theological | "mY 
Writers. They apply both to CHRIST, as bruiſed by 1 
his almighty ! FATHER; and bearing the Weight of —_ 
that Indignation, which was due to the Sins of Mankind. Wh 
Not hing is more common, than to make this Text de- 7 
ſcriptive of his Agony in the Garden. — lf indeed it had WY. 
been ſaid, am trodden in the Wine-l roſes helmage might ve 
not be improper. But when it d, I have redden, Ut 
nothing can be mor unſuitable tc - ate of Humiliation - 15 
and Suffering. This Phraſe evidently denotes Conqueſt 5 c 
and Tr. amph; Enemies vanquiſhed and total; e | 
| lt ſhould never therefore be applied to the agenizin | 
| buttothetriumphant SAVIOUR ; not to ESO ol A 
| trate on the Ground, but to a making 8 * 14 
his Footſtool. 4 34 
; As 1 have taken 1 to animuvert upon a common | 1 


Wee, ! Would alſo take Liberty | co pay Merit its due 
| Honour; 


— — — — — ah Sirens — — — 2 
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| have cruſhed my Foes ; I have trampled them under 


my Feet; and Repentanct was hid from my Eyes. 


But thy Enemies were the Object of mine Indigna- . 


tion« Sin, and Death, and Hell are the vanquiſhed 


Adverſaries. It is their Blood, that is ſprinkled upon 
my Garments, and that ſtains all my Raiment. — 
This Victory I have gained, by myſelf alone. Being 
infinitely too great in my Power, to want an Aſſo. 
ciate; and infinitely too jealous of my Honour, to 
accept of any hn Of the People, whether 
in Heaven or on Earth, there was none with me ; to 
afford the leaſt Succour, or to take the leaſt Share in 
the glorious Work. The Salvation of Sinners; 
their Deliverance from Wrath, and their Redemp- | 
tion d GUD 3 is, in all its Parts, my Act, even 
mine, and mine only. Tours be all the Benefit; 
mine all the Glory. „ e 
The Terms of Acceptance for / Fallen Man, were, 5 
A full Satisfaction to the dinine Fad 2nd a co: 
plete Conformity to che eivine Law „bis, ſays 


Honour ; : by recommending to my Reade ra po oetical , 
Verſion of this Paſſage, given us by Dr. Loawth, } in his 1 
very elegant Work, entitled De ' Sacra Poeſi Hebræorumi. 
Where he inderttands the Text, in the Senſe ſuggeſted : 

above; and tranſlates it, in the very Spirit of N rei. 
As the Lines are few, and the Book may not be in the 
Hands of all my Readers, . 1 will Proieny + them with 5 


T ranfert ph. : 


| Ille fatris wires tut if am, 

Drs robeut graditur, per ſtragem & frata potentiim. 
Amina, prona, /alo ; proflratiſque hoſtibus ultor 
Inſultat; ceu prevla 1 no Spumantia muſto e 
Exercens, /alit attritas calcator in uvas, | 
Congeftamgue firuem ſuviget Cade atra recent: 

| Crura maaunt, . inſperſe fanguine UV vejtes. 

| Page 62. 

Mr. 


IT. 6. REV. MR. WESLEY, 113 
« Mr. Weſley to Aſpaſio, you take for granted, but I 


& cannot allow.” — That Aſpaſio does not take theſe 
Points for granted, I thought, even his Enemies 
would confeſs, That he has attempted, at leaſt, 
to make good his Opinion, all the World, beſides. 


yourſelf, Sir, will acknowledge, What elſe is the 
Deſign of Dialogue the third and fourth? What elſe 


is aimed at, in Dialogue the ſeventh, eighth, and 
ninth? The former treat largely of the full Satisfac- 


tion, given to divine Juſtice. The latter treat {till 


more largely of the Conformity, demanded by the - 


divine Law, and yielded by the divine F ESUS, 


"Theſe Things, however, “ You cannot allow.” 
—Not allow a full Satisfaction of divine Juſtice to 


be neceſlary ! Are you not then acceding to the So- 
cinian? Not allow a complete Conformity to the 


| divine Law to be neceſſary! Are you not then warp- 
ing to the Antinomian ? Sce, Sir, how you approach 


the Rocks, both on the right Hand, and on the left. 
May the KEEPER of Iſracl, preferve yourſelf and 
e from ſuflering Shipwreck l- Every 

one, I think, mutt allow, waat you deny; who believes 
the divine 8 to be infinite, and the divine Law 
to be unalterable, A Juitice, that will admit of any 


Satisfaction, leſs than coniplete, can never be deemed 
infinite. And if the divine Law can reſt ſatisfied 
with an Obedicnc @ that-1s defeive, it is not ſo ve- 


nerable as the Law of the Medes and Per/ians. 
« The Terms of Acceptance for fallen Man, you 


RE : ſay, are Repentance and Faith.” —I muſt own, I 


| don't much like the Expreſſion Terms, unleſs it be 
1 referred to the Mediation of CHRIST. And you 
Yourſelf, if you would act conſiſtently, ſhould not 


a be over-fond of it, becauſe it is not 3 


h — z Gp 
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Though, for my own Part, 1 have no Quarrel 
againſt the Word, becauſe it is not the exact Phraſe- 
ology of Scripture, but becauſe I diſlike the Idea it 
- conveys. Shall we treat with the DEITY, as 
free States or ſovereign Princes treat with each 
other? The one obtaining from the other, Peace or 
ſome advantageous Conceſſion, by complying with 
his Terms? 
To confirm your e That ” the Terms of 
« Acceptance for fallen Man, are Repentance and 
„ Faith,“ you produce the following Text; Repent 
ye, and believe the Goſpel, Here you write, like a 
Man of Senſe ; who knows, what juſt Diſputation 
means. You lay aſide your certainlies, your un- 
doubtedlies, your unqueſtionablies; and urge a Proof 
from Scripture.— Whether you rightly underſtand, 


and duly apply this Proof, muſt now be enquired. 


| Repent ye, and believe the Goſpel. This may be 
the Meaning of the Exhortation. Repent ; relinquiſh 
all your wrong Notions, relating to the Way and 
Manner of finding Acceptance with the DE IT V. 
| Believe the Goſpel; which opens a moſt unexpected 
Avenue, for the Communication of this Bleſſing. 
Which brings you Tidings of a Salvation, fully pro- 
cured by the incarnate GOD, and freely offered to 
the unworthy Sinner,—The Word you know, 
avril, Which, in its primary Signification, de- 
notes not ſo much a Reformation of Conduct, as 2 
8 Change of 8 
Suppoie it to ſignify a « Reformation of Ces 
The Meaning then may be as follows. Repent ; 
forſake all your Vices, and all your Follies ; mor- 
| tify every evil Temper, and renounce every evil 
Way. In order to render this practicable, believe 
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the Goſpel, Wherein = SUR is preached 
and diſplayed. Wo makes Ecace for ſuch Offen- 
ders; reconciles them to GOD; and obtains eter- 


nal Redemption for them. This will iweetly with- 


draw your AtteCtions from Iniquity, and ſweetly 
attach them to the bleſſed GOD. Whereas, with- 


out this powerful Expedient, you will never be de- 
livered from the pleafing Witchcraft of your Luſts. 


Sin will always have Dominion over you, ſo long as 


you are under the Law, and not under Grace.— 


Repentance, thus underſtood, is not the Condition 
oli obtaining Salvation, but the Fr ruit of Salvation 5 
obtained. | | 
Beſides; if Repentance be a Gift, it cannot t be 2 
Term or Condition. He muſt be a Stranger to the 


Import of Language, and the common Ideas of Man- 


kind, who will take upon him to affirm the latter; 


and he muſt be yet a greater Stranger to the holy 


Word of GOD, who will offer to deny the for- 

mer. CHRIST is exalted, ſaith the Apoſtle, to 
give Repeniance, Not to require it, as a Condition | 

of Bleſſedneſs: but to give it, as a moſt eminent 
Bleſſing. Not require Repentance of fallen Man, 
who is not able to think a good Thought; but give 
it, from his unſearchable Baches ; ; and work it, by 
his almighty Power. 


You ſay, * The Terms of Acceptance for Allen 


« Man, are, Sc, '—Methinks, I ſhould be glad to 
know, what you mean by fallen Man. Do you 
mean (as you tell us, in your Collection of Sermons) 
„ One dead to GOD, and all the Things or 
_ « GOD? Having no more Power to perform the 
„Actions of a living Chriſtian, than a dead Body 


10 perform the Functions of a living Man ?” 
12 . What 


——— 
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What Terms, T beſeech you, can ſuch a one fulfill? 
Be they ever fo difficult, or ever fo eaſy, it maketh 
no Difference. The Hand, ſtiff in Death, is no 
more able to move a Feather, than to remove a 
Mountain. Whatever, therefore, others may af- 
firm, you, Sir, cannot talk of Repentance, to be 
exerciſed by fallen Man; until he is quickened and 


enabled by. Fellowſhip with CHRIST, the living 


and Life-giving Head. Unleſs you chuſe, either to 
contradict your own Aſſertion, That fallen Man is 
abſolutely dead to all Good. Or elſe think proper 
to maintain, That the Dead may not only act, but 
perform ſome of the moſt excellent Abts, and i import- 
; ant o 


Vou ſhould likewiſe, Sir, if you would write « cor- 
rectly and argue forcibly, have told us, what you 


mean by Faith. Otherwiſe, you may intend one s 
Thing, and 1 another, even while we both uſe the 
ſame Word. In this Caſe, our Diſpute might be as 
. endleſs, as it muſt be fruitleſs. 


By Faith I mean, what St. John calls, A 3 1 
of CH RIST. A Receiving of Him and his Bene- 


fits, as they are freely given, in the Word of Grace 
and Truth. If this, which is the Apoſtolical, be a 
proper Definition, then it ſeems not to come under 
the Denomination of a Condition. They muſt be 
exceſſive Refiners indecd, who would call my re- 
cCeiving a rich Preſent, the Terms or Conditions of 
9 poſſeſſing it. Or would cſteem my eating at a2 
plenteous Feaſt, the Terms and Conditions of en- 
joying it. ls not chis to ſaheiire till found Senſe i is 
loſt? „ = | 
Faith, according to St. Paul, is a Perſuaſion, that | 
CHRIST loved me, and gave himſelf for me. Where 
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is any Trace or any Hint of Conditionality, in this 
Deſcription? I don't hear the Apoſtle ſaying; He 
loved me, provided I repent. He gave Himſelf for 


me, in caſe I think this, or do that. But He gave 
Himſelf for me, when I was ungodly, and had per- 


formed no Conditions; when I was without Strength, 
and could perform no Conditions.—Thus He gave 


Himſelf for me, that I might have Remiſſion of Sins, : 


through his Blood; and eternal Life, through his 
Righteouſneſs, —Believing theſe delightful Truths, | 
and receiving theſe heavenly Privileges, I love my 
moſt adorable Benefactor; and abhor thoſe Iniqui- 
ties, for which he wept, and groaned, and died.— 
That Love of CHRIST, is vital Holineſs; and 


this Abhorrence of Sin, is practical Repentance. 
And both are the Fruits, therefore cannot be the on 
Conditions, of Salvation by FE SUS. wy 


Some holy Men and excellent Writers, I confeſs, 
have not ſcrupled to call Faith and Repentance the 


Conditions of our Salvation. Vet I cannot prevail 
on myſelf to admire or approve the Nr fir Og + 
fear, it tends to embarraſs the ſincere Soul; | 

darken the Luſtre of Grace; and to afford too much. 
| Occaſion for Boaſting. 


To embarraſs the ſincere FEE if 1 am 0 


on Conditions, this will naturally divert my Atten- 
tion from the grand and all- ſufficient Cauſe of Juſti- 
fication, the Righteouſneſs of CHRIST; which 
alone gives ſolid Comfort, Inſtead of delighting 
myſelf in the LORD REDEEMER, I thall be 
engaged in an anxious Concern about the ſuppoſed 
Conditions. Whether I have performed them ? 
Whether I have performed them aright? Whether 
| there may: not be tome latent Detect, that ſpoils all, 


1 N and 
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and renders my Labour Kad! ? T a more ſerious 


our Minds are, and the more tender our Conſci- 


ences, the more ſhall we be liable to 1 __ 
Diſquietude on this Head. 


It eclipſes the Luſtre of Ge are 5 by 


; Grace, ſays the Oracle of Heaven. But if Salvation 


be upon Conditions, it cannot be of Grace. It muſt, . 
in ſome Meaſure at leaſt, be of Works. Since it 
depends upon working the Conditions; it is obtained 


I” by working the Conditions ; and the Candidate has 


| Reaſon to look principally WIT his Performance of : 


the Conditions. They are to him, by incomparable pO 
Degrees, the moſt important Point. Becauſe, with- 
+ outt their all-ſignificant Interpoſition, every Thing 
e elſe is as nothing. Even GO D's everlaſting Love, ; 


and CHRIS T's everlaſting Righteouſneſs, are, till 


the Conditions are fulfilled, but en without the 2 E 


| - Figure. 


= affords too much Occaſi fon for Boaſting; May 3 
not, in this Cale, thank my own Application and 


EEE. Induſtry? They, they exerted themſelves ſucceſs= 5 

fully; and behold ! the promiſed. Reward is mine. 
What then ſhould hinder me, from ſacrificing unto | 

my own Net, and burning Incenſe unto my own _ 

 Drag?—At this Door the Notion of Merit will un- 


| avoidably creep in. Becauſe my Performance of the 
Condition is meritorious of the covenanted Reward, 


Sao far meritorious, that the Reward is my due. 1 
may demand it, as a Debt. And it will be an Act 


N of apparent injuſtice to with- hold it. —But ſhall 7 


| theſe Things be ſaid unto the ALMIGHTY? 


Will theſe Things redound to the Praiſe of the Glory 


of his Grace? Do theſe Things hide Vanity from. : 


1 5 Man; or conſiſt with a Salvation that is without 


5 Aung, : 
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Money, or without Price? Not quite ſo well, I be- 
lieve, yourſelf will acknowledge, as the following 
Lines. . 
Let the Morld their Firs le; 
Ther Wirks of Righteouſneſs ; 
J, a Wretch undone and loſt, 
Am freely ſav'd by Grace: 
Other Title I a; ſclaim, 
This, only this 7s all my Plea ; ; 
I the chief of Sinners am, 
But JESUS died for me. 


4 F allen Man, you ſay, is juſtifed, not by per- 
<< fect Obedience, but by Faith,” —** Not by per- 


« fe& Obedience.” Ah, Sir! If you had remem- 
| bered the Immutability of GOD, and the Spiritua- 
lity of his Law, you would not have challenged this 
Expreſſion.— — But by Faith.” Here, *tis true, 
you uſe the Language of Scripture. Nevertheleſs it 
behoves a Watchman in Ijraet, to ſhew how the 
Language of Scripture may be abuſed, Faith, you 
allow, is imputed to us for Righteouſneſs; therefore. : 
(you infer) not the Righteouſnels or perfect Obedi- 
ence of CHRIST. This, if you mean any Thing, 
or would ſpeak any Thing to the Purpoſe, muſt le 
£ your Way of arguing. "Yo you would ſet Faith _ 


and C HRIST's Righteouſneſs at Variance. 


The former ſhall exclude the latter from its 
| Office, Whereas, the former is only the Pitcher at 
the Fountain, while the latter is the very Water 9 
Life. Is that bleſſed, glorious, heavenly Expedient, oY 
: wich, received by Faith, juſtifies, ſanctifies, ſaves. 


According to your Goſpel, Faith will ſay to the g 


Ri ould. of the R EDEE MER; Depart 


14 55 hence. 
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60 hence. 1 have no Need of thee, I myſelf act as 


: « the juſtifying Righteouſneſs. 1 fland i in the Stead 
, perfect Obedience, in order to Acceptance with 


6460 D*. To this may we not reply? Was 
5 F aith then crucified for you? Has Faith magnified 5 
bd the divine Law? Or is it by Means of Faith, that 
not one Tot or Tittle of its Precepts paſs unfulfilled ? 


Af Faith, in this Senſe, is imputed for Righteouſ- 


- 1 how can you ſubſcribe that emphatical Article, 
Which n We are accounted righteous be- 
5 fore GOD, only for the Merit of our LORD 
 & and SAVIOUR FESUS CHRIST.” Sure- _ 
Iyy- Sir, you are accounted righteous, for the Sake 
of that, whatever it be, which ſtands in the Stead of. 


perfect Obedience. That, whatever it be, may 


claim the Honour; ; and to that TI Rlelf cannot 1 85 


but award the Prize. 


If your Notion be true, the Believer outtit © to 
5 "have his own Faith principally in View. Whatever 1 
preſents me perfeetly obedient before GOD, is my _ 

greateſt Good; is my choiceſt Portion; the beſt 
. 3 for my Hope, my Peace, my Joy. I'S: 
this, therefore, ſo long as I know my own Intereſt, 
I¶˖ muſt chiefly look. V hereas, look unto JESU * 
i the Direction of the H OLY:GHOST, Look 1 
unto his perfect Atonement, and complete Righte- I 
_ ouſnels, aud be ſaved; is the grand unchangeable 1 


Edict, iſtued from the Throne of Grace. 


Perhaps, you will ſay; Are not the Words I 
_ _ Scripture expreſly on my Side? Faith is imputed for 
ee, True. But is the Senſe of Scripture 1 


on 


3 Theſe are Mr. 2 Ney's s OWN Wards,” in his Expli- 
cation of this very Doctrine. See his Sermon on the 


: Sp emer 3 Vol. 1 . in 
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on your Side ? Suppoſe, I ſhould undertake to prove, | 
that David was purged from Guilt, by the Hyſſop 
which groweth on the Wall; this you would thin 
a wild and an impracticable Attempt. But ſhould FE: 


not have the Words of Scripture expreſsly on my Side? 
Purge me with Hyſſop, and I ſhall be clean. Yet 
ſhould I not have the leaſt Countenance imaginable 
from the Spirit and Senſe of thoſe ſacred Writings: 
Has the Hyſſop, a mean worthleſs Shrub, any Kind 


of Fitneſs, to ſtand in the Stead of the ſacrificial Blood, 
and make the Atonement for Sin? No more Fitneſs.” 
has Faith, to ſtand in the Stead of perfect Obedi- 
ence; to act as our juſtifying Righteouſneſs ; or pres 


cure our Acceptance with GOD. 


„What CHRIST has done.” tore Mr. 2 - 
| himſelf ſpeacs of what CHRIST has done. He 

repreſents it by a very magnificent Image. He lays 

it as the Foundation of that firſt and moſt comprchen- 

ſive Blefling, Juſtification, In this I moſt cordially 

| agree with him. Hoping, that we ſhall unanimouſly 

Join, to defend this important Sentiment, againſt all 


| Oppoſition; and endeavour to diſplay the RE- 


DEEMER's Work, as well as his Paſlion, . in all 


| its L Excelle ncy. 


* What C HRIST has * 1s the Fouidation - 


x 


OE 51 our Juttification, not the Term or Condi- 

e tion. ! he Prophet Tfalab had other Notions of - 

this Matter; If thou ſhalt make his Soul an Offering 

or Sin, He Hall ſee his Seed, I, * 18 the hypothetic 

unge ; denotes a Term; ; expreſſes a Condition 3 
= on 


* J. liz. 10. = wn N, gi fake. ale SR 5 
ak conditionem, & recte wertitur per fi. Patet enim cla- 
_ rTi//ame, conditionem Hic conjung? cum Neiriege prejtita 


conditions obtinendo. E | ITRINs 
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on che Performance of which, the MESSIAH coul 

fee his Seed; ſhould have a num berleſs Multitude of 
Sinners, pardoned and renewed ; born again of the 
SPIRIT, and made Heirs of Sa lation The grand 
Term, on which all theſe Bleflings depend, and by 5 
5 which they are made ſure to Believers, is 
ing out of the MESSIAH's Soul, as a Sacrifice 
0 their Sins, and a Ranſom for their Perſons, : 
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„The Foundation, not the Condition. Me- 
oy thinks, you ſhould offer ſome Reaſon for this Di- 


ning and the Ending. 


” of Trent; 


ſtinction. Eſpecially, ſince St. Paul aſſures us: that 
_._ CHRIST is, in the Work of Salvation, not this 
or that only, but He is ALL —Eſpecially, ſince 
CHRIS himſelf declares; 7 am, in that grandeſt 
of all Affairs, the Redemption of Sinners, the Begin= 
And well He may be ſo, 
fince He is, as it follows in the Texts the AL- 
MIGHTY. ” 
©” Hour Manning, 1 preſume, is; ; hor CERIST 4 
1 55 has done, is a Foundation for the- Infiuence and 
Significancy of our own Doings. That they, under 
the Notion of Terms and Conditions, may come for 
2 Share, and be his Co-adjutors in the great Work, 
This was the Doctrine, eſtabliſhed by the Cc: uncil 
= this is the Doctrine, ſtill maintained in 
on D of Rome; and is, perhaps, of all their 
Abominations the moſt refined, yet not the leaſt diſ- 
honourable to our SA VI OUR. It bears the greateſt 
Oppoſition to the Truth of his Goſpel, and the 7 


Freeneſs of his Redemption. 


I have heard it inſinuated, that Mr. 775 4% is 5 
: This Inſinuation I rejected, as 
_ the groſſeſt Calumny I abhorred, as Falſchood it- 

| felt, 1 KP you, Sir, from the barge of being 
3 + jelult. : 


| Jeſuit in Diſguiſe. 


+. 


„the pour- 


acquit your Principles, from halting between Pro- 


teſtantiſm and Popery, They have ſtolen the un- 
hallowed Fire, and are infected with the Leaven of 
Antichriſt. Vou have unhappily adopted ſome ſpe- 


cious Papiſtical Tenets, and liſtening to the Mo- 
ther of Abominations, more than you are aware. 


Amidft all your Miſtakes (and from Miſtakes who 
is exempt) I verily believe, your principal Aim is, 
the Honour of CHRIST, and the Edification of - 
Souls. Therefore I ſpeak the more freely. Was 


you a Bigot to Selfiſhneſs, or a Devotee to Vain- 


Glory, ſuch Liberty might be diſpleaſing. But F: - 
am perſuaded better Things of Mr. WW/ly, He has 
publickly declared, That © wherein ſoever he is 
« miſtaken, his Mind is open to Conviction; I: and 
« he ſincerely deſires to be better informed.” This 


is written in the true Spirit of a Chriſtian, To this 


Spirit I addreſs myſelf. Begging of you, Sir, with 
| the Sincerity and Tenderneſs of a Prother, to conſi- 
| der theſe Hints impartially, Left, being miſled your- 


ſelf, you miſlead your thouſands and ten thouſands. 


In the mean Time, I hope, you will not take it 

| amiſs, if, to my affectionate Entreaties, I add my 

| earneſt Prayers. That you, Sir, and your People, 

may be in the Number of thoſe b/- ſed Men, unto rohem 

60 D imputeth Righteouſneſs without Works. Which 
I take to be the firſt and great evangelical Privilege; 

| as I am very ſure, it. is the richeſt Benefit, I know 

| how to crave, either for you, or for your moſt, &c, 


LET. | 


3 or a papil. But no ts. I lent, can 


1 
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1 E JT 


Rev. Sim, 


ERSONS killed in the Diſſecion of nd 
_ | Bodies, frequently mention comparative Ana- 
= 3 May I borrow the Term, and apply it to | 
. Theology ! 1 do then freely declare, that in Caſe 
vou cenſured Aſpaſio, for Points of Divinity, compa- 
ratively ſmall, you ſhould have no > Oppoſition nor 


: any Check from this Pen. 


Some People for Inſtance, a are "of Opinion; that 
the Belief of a Parent is conſiderably beneficial to 
his Children. That, when St. Paul! ſays to the 
5 anxious Jailor; Believe on the LORD JESUS, 2 
aA and thou ſhalt be ſaved, and thy Hauſe ; he promiſes 
ſome ſpecial Good, that ſhould redound to the Man's 
Fouſhold, from his own Receival of CHRIST. 
It ſeems, indeed, that the Apoſtle muſt intend. 


ſomething of this Nature ; 3 more than barely to ſay, 
Thy Family alſo, provided they follow thy Exam- 


ple, ſhall obtain Salvation with eternal Glory, It 
this were the whole of his Meaning, he need not 
. have confined it to the Jailor' 8 Domeſtic ks, but | 
might have extended it to all the lobabitants of 


e 


Such Tenets, whether 1 or © pled, affect 
25 not the main Point. Men may embrace which Side of _ 
the Queſtion they think proper, and yet he ſound in tie 
We of our LORD N CHRIST. But Errors, 


relating 


lating to that Right confurſe which is the one efficient 
Cauſe of Juſtification ; in which alone GOD is well 

pleaſed, and all his Perfections glorified ; which is 
the only Spring of ſolid Peace, and true Godlineſs; 
| ſuch Errors are extremely pernicious. Theſe we 
3 muſt withſtand with Reſolution and Zeal. We may 


not give Place to their Eneroachment, no, not for 


an Hour. The former may be compared to a F ly, 
ſettled on the Diſh ; the latter are more like Poiſon, 
mixed with our Food” To diſlodge that, may not 
be amiſs. But to prevent, or expel, or antidote 
| this, is abſolutely neceſſary. In the former Num- 


ber, perhaps, the Reader will rank your Obſerva- 


tion, which follows, But as I have undertaken to 
follow you Step by Step, 1 muſt not diſregard it. 
Apa, ſpeaking of David, expreſſes a high Efleem 

for that Hero, King, and Saint. Allowing, that his 
Eſteem were carried a little too far; where would 
have been the great Hurt, or the grievous Offence? 
How, Sir, could this dane led to © unſettled Noti- 
„ons in Religion »I was inclined to anſwer 
your Reflefions, as. the Hero himſelf anſwered his 

| cenforious Brother, I there nit a Cauſe + ” Then 
paſſing on to another Subject, as He, perfectly 
Maſter of himſelf, and nobly ſuperior to the Affront, 
turned to another Perton. Ri as you ſeem to have 
injured David, and not done Juſtice to the Truth, 1 
ſhall hardly be excuſed, if I diſmiſs the Matter, with- 


out ſome more particular Notice. 


GOD himſelf dignifies David wich 4 mall 


exalted of all Characters, ys Pall 9.— H ar, very 
8 1 far 


* The Reader will kak to 3 that 3 1 


phlet, which contains the Remarks under Conſideration, 


is entitled APreſerwali ut againſtunſetilaa Notions in Neligion. 


* 
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e far from it; fays Mr. 7 Hey. We have more 
« exalted Chars er than David's. — Where, Sir! 
Shew me, in any of the Saints, or in any of the ſa. 
cred Writers, a more devout, or a more divine 
Spirit, than that which breathes in the Pen-Man of 
the P/alms, For my own Part, I know nothing ſu- 
perior to it, in any Author, or in any Language. 
Neither can I conceive a more exalted Character, 
than the Character * of David, A Man after 


60 D's own Heart. If GOD be an unerring 


Judge, if his Appr obation be the infallible Standard, 
this Deſcription mult expreſs the moſt conſunoate 
human Worth. Say whatever you will of a Perſon, 
it does not, it cannot, exceed this moſt illuftrious 
7 S Do, Ot 7 0 
e -* this is "id: oo David ina | particular Re- 
6 'ſpeRt.,”; —Ay! Notwithſtanding the HOLY SPI. 
; RT has declared concerning him; A Man after 
mine own Heart, who ſpall Fe e all my Will. li 
you was expounding this Text, would you think it 
right to ſay? He ſhall perform all my Will, that is, 


he ſhall ſerve me in ſome particular Reſpecꝛ.— 61 


c was not faid, with regard to his whole Character.” 
8 No! | Not when the SPIRIT of Inſpiration has borne 
this Witneſs to David; His Heart was ber fect With 
8 the LORD his GOD. Could his Heart be perfect, 


et not influence his whole Conduct? But it was 


„ ſaid in the ſecond or third Vear of Saul's Reign.“ 
Therefore it was not applicable to him, during the 


future Vears of his Life. This is the Inference you 


would draw. But can you really think it a juſt one? 
Or would you call that Perſon, a Man after GOD“ 


5 own Heart; who is eee e in the Days of 
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his Youth, but ſwerves and declines | in his advanced 
ee 


Notwithſtanding al theſe Remonſtrances, vou 


puſh Matters to the utmoſt. As though it was a 
Point of the laſt Importance, to prove David an 
errant Backſlider. With this View, you add: 
« But was he a Man after G OD's own Heart, all 
ce his Life, or in all Particulars? So far from it, 
« that“- Stop, Sir, I beſeech you. And, before 
you ſpeak unadviſedly with your Lips, hear what the 
LORD himſelf replies, to both your Interrogatories ; 
David did that which vu right in the Eyes of the 
LORD, and turn: it ojide from any Thing that he 
made him, all the Pa: ys of his Life, favs only in 
the Matter of Uriah the Hittite, Surcly, you was not 
aware, that ſuch Things are written in the Book of 
GOD. Ocherwiſe, you would not have contra- 
dicted thein, with ſo much Boldneſs. I will, there- 
fore, put the moſt charitable Conitrustien upon 
your Procedure, and fry with the Apoſtle; 1 gl 5 
that through Tnodvertence you did it. i 


There is not a juſt Man upon Perth, that 4 uneth not, 


1 a Text quoted by Daſio. Upon which Mr. 
Mey obſerves; © Solomon might truly ſay fo, be- 
„ fore CHRIST came.” —According to this Inſi- 
nuation, what S9/5:291 faid in his Proverbs and other 
Books, was faid only by a ſhort-ſighted Mortal. 
Who might adapt his inſtructions to the preſent Oe- 
conompy; but was not able to plan a Syſtem of Mo- 
rals for Futurity, Whereas, I always ſuppoſed, 
| that his Writings were dictated by that infinitely 
wiſe SPIRIT, before whom all Times are preſent, 
and to whom all Events are known. Agrecably to 
: this Suppoſition, St. Paul informs us; T hat whatfe- 
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ever Things were written ofore-time, whether by Hol- 
mon or any other Prophet, were written for our Learn-- 
ing. -No; ſuggeſts Mr. Ney. Here is ſomething 
written, which appertains not to us Chriſtians, We 
are above it.— Are you ſo? Your Reaſon for theſe 
lofty Apprehenfions : Why, St. John affirms, 
, hoſocven is born of GOD, ſinneth not.“ 
True; he ſinneth not habitually, It is not his 
cuſtomary Practice. Thus the Paſſage is explained : 
by another Apoſtle; Sin, though it may make In- 
ſurrection, does not reign in his 3 Body. Though ” 
it may aſſault him, yet it has not Dominion over him.— 
Again; ; He ſinneth not, is the ſame Way of ſpeak- 
ing, and to be underſtood with the ſame Limitation, 
as that Text in Feb, HE giveth not Account of any 
of his Matters, How, Sir, would you interpret theſe 
Words? It is undeniably certain, that ſometimes _ 
GOD giveth Account of his Matters. He gave it 
to Abraham, when Sodom, and Gomorrah, and the 
Cities about them, were to be deſtroyed with Brim- 
| Kone and Fire from Heaven. You would therefore, _ 
1 preſume, in ſome ſuch qualified Senſe expound the 
Paſſage; © He giveth not A count; it is not his uſual 
« Way. Not a cuſtomary k rocedure with the ſu- 
„ preme Diſpoſer of Things. Be get nerally re- 
„ quireth his Creatures to © ranfaRt with Him upon 
„. Pruſt. To 1 themſelves up, wit! an implicit 


"586 Refignatis:1, © he Veracity of tis Word, and 


1 


« the Good- Pleaſure of his Will, == F ne ermony | 


of Scripture, © nd the Neceſũity of the (C ale, call upon : 

you to give the fame den 6 of the Text before 8 

3 1 laid, the Necelliey of the Caſe. 5 F * you will 

pleaſe 0 obſerve the Thin 4 aſkrmed, is affirmed in 
: | ſuch 
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ſuch a Manner, that it-muſt be applied to every in- 
_ dividual Chriſtian, and at the very Inſtant of his 


commencing a true Chriſtian, The Apoſtle ſays 
not, a Saint of the firſt Rank, but whoſoever. He 
fays not, After ſuch a one has been, for a conſide- 


rable Time, born of GOD ; but whoſoever is horn, 


is but juſt entered upon the deſirable State, ſinneth) 
not. The Character belongs to the very weakeſt 
Believer. The Deſcription is ſuited even to Babes 
in CHRIST. To ſuppoſe, therefore, that it im- 


plies an entire Freedom from Sin, Infirmity, and 
Defect; is to ſuppoſe, that all the Children of the 


Regeneration, are born in a State of Manhood; or 
rather, are more than Men, even while 7 are In- 


: fants of a Day, 
Our Senſe of the Page is five from this Impro- 


| priety, yet gives no Countenance to immorality. 
l hoſocver is born of GOD ſinneth not. He does not, 


be cannot fin, like the Devil, or one actuated by the 


585 diabolical Nature. This Interpretation is rendered 
probable, by the Apoſtle's Antitheſis; He that com- 
nmitteth Sin is of the Devil. It is 8 neceſſary, 
by the preceding Remark, and by the E Experience of 


_ Chriſtians, —The Text, thus interpreted, is appli- 
cable to the Babe in CHR JS 7, as well as to the 


Adult. Though either of them may fall, through 
the Violence or Surpriſe of Temptation, yet neither 
of them can live and die in allowed Iniquity, whe- 

| ther of Omiffion or Commiſſion. They cannot 
| have a ſettled Love to any known Sin, nor can they _ 


| commit it with the full Conſent of their Will. 
Ssolomen, when he uttered thoſe humblin g W ords *, 


| had his Eye upon what you ſomewhere call, © the 
. inconceivable Purity | and Spirituality of the ſa- 
"66 cred. 
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«-cred Precepts.” Upon that univerſal Obedience 


which they require, in every the minuteſt Inſtance, 
That we do nothing, great or ſmall, which they 
forbid, Leave nothing undone, in Heart or Life, 


which they enjoin.— That we do all this, in the 
moſt perfect Degree. Not only ſerving the LORD, 


but ſerving Him with all our Strength. Not only 


loving our Neighbour, but loving him as our own 


Soul. Ever exerciſing the utmoſt Regularity of Af- 
fection and Deſire; ever maintaining the utmoſt Rec- 

titude of Temper and Thought. If you alſo, Sir, 
had your Eye fixed upon the fame Law, as it deli- 
neates and demands this © inconceivable Purity and 


60 Fpirituality;“ . you would not ſcruple to acquieſce 


in the wiſe Man's Confeflion, nor think much to 
adopt it as your own, You would acknowledge it 


calculated, not only for the Moſaic Eta; a the 


Meridian of Judee, but for all Times and all Places; | 


till thoſe new Heavens, and that new Earth appear, 


hei rein dwelleth conſummate Righteouſneſs. 


In many Things we offend all. That St. James 


« does not ſpeak this of himſelf, or real Chriſtians, 


will cleariy＋ appear to all, who impartially conſi- 


66 der the Context.“ I viſn, Sir, you had made this 
| appear to one; even to him, whom you honour with 


this Addreſs. Then 1 ſhould not have been obliged 


to aſk; Of whom ſpeaketh the Apoſtle — He ys, 

-. 14 eee Does not this imply true Believers, 
and real Chriſtians ?—He ſays, Ie Teachers *. Does 
„ this comprehend himſelf, and deſcribe his Of- 
ice! lle adds, We all. If he himſelf, and real = 

| Chriſtians, are not included | in this moſt. compre - 

gs „ henſive 1 


* The Original i is, not bubu Malu, but derade 


1 5 Teachers. 8 


A 
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henſive Clauſe; I would deſire to know, in what 
Terms they could poſſibly be compriſed. 


According to this Interpretation, the Arguing is 


Juſt, and the Concluſion forcible. As though he 
had faid,—*« My dear Brethren; though you are 
truly converted to Chriſtianity, yet do not unad- 


« viſedly engage in the arduous and awful Work of 
„ the Miniſtry. Remembering, that we Minifters 
of the Goſpel, ſhall be ſubject to a ſtricter Judg- 


« ment *, than Chriſtians in ordinary Life; and if, 


upon Trial, we are found faithleſs, ſhall receive = 
_ © heavier Condemnation +.—The Danger, let me 


add, is very conſiderable. Becauſe, ſuch is the 
« Frailty of our mortal State, that the very bell 


among us, and thoſe converſant in ſacred Things, 
cannot always walk uprightly; but, in many In- 


66 


ſtances, we trip, we ſtumble, we offend.” 


Whereas, if neither the Apoſtle himſelf, nor real 


_ Chriſtians, be meant; I can ſee no Propriety, nor 


Force in the Reaſoning, Nay; I can fee no Rea- 
ſeoning at all; though the illative Particle for evi- 
dently requires it. Nothing but a moſt infipid ang 
| frivolous Aſſertion. © For: in many Things, we 


that are not real Chriſtians, offend.“ Is this a 


[- Diſcovery, wotthy of Apoſtolical Wiſdom ? Is this 
all, that the inſpired St. James meant to declare? 
Lou and I could have told him and his People a great 


deal more. Whoſoever is not à real Chriſtian 


offends, not in many Things only, but in every 
Thing. To ſuch a one nothing i is pure. His Mind e 
BY and Conſeience « are defiled. His whole Lite i Is Sin 


K 2 1 os 2 WS 


a4 7 beg, Condemnation—The Word e may b be 


| taken in both theſe Significations. 


9 
4 
1 94 
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We have examined this Objection, a as it ſtands 1 in 
itſelf. Let us now take a View of it, as it may ap- 
pear in its Conſequences, In many Things we offend | 
all. < The Apoſtle ſpeaks not of himſelf, nor of 
« real Chriſtians.” What fine Work would our 
Adverſaries make with the Scriptures, if we ſhould 
allow them Mr. Meſley's Liberty of Interpretation! 
Tell a Pelagian, that all Mankind is depraved. Prove 
the univerſal Depravity, by that abaſing Text; All 
we, like Sheep, have gone aſtray, How eaſily may he 
reply; Al we, does not mean all Mankind. The 
5 Prophet ſpeaks not of himſelf, nor of virtuous Per- 


ſons. But only of Profane People, and Men of the 


baſer Sort. — Tell an Arian, that our LORD 
TFESUS CHRIST is very GOD. Confirm the 
glorious Truth, by that moſt cogent Text; In HIT 
Gebel all the Pulneſs of” the GODHEFAD. The 
Heretic has nothing more to do, than, in Mr. I:j- 5 
ley's Manner, to anſwer; A Fulneſs does not mean 
all the divine Perfections, but only ſome Pittance or 
Portion of them. — Dear Sir, whenever you are diſ- 
poſed to criticiſe again, let me beſeech you to con- 
ſider a little, the Import of Language, and the Con- 
ſequences of Things. of en 1 55 
Had the Words been, In many Things ut We fond, i 
you might, by diſregarding the Context, have bor- 
rowed Lows {light ſeeming Countenance for your 
Criticiſm, from Verte the bY Where the Apoſtle 
is ſuppoſed to perſonate the Wicked, Therewith curſe 5 
"we Man. But in the Place under Conkderation he 
enlarges the Sentiment, and ſtrengthens the Lan- 
guage. Though free from that a Crime, 


he was not free from this general Charge. Here 


therefore DE ſpares not himſelf, "He takes Shame 
to 
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to himſelf. And teaches the moſt upright of the 


human Race, to plead guilty before their Judge, 
We the Servants of GOD; we the Ambaſſadors of 


CHRIST; we al alt one excepted—in many 


Things offend, —Where then could hey, and O 


where can v5 and 7, look for our Perfection; but 
only in our divinely gracious SURETY, BRIDE- 


GROOM, HEAD? There let us ſeek it, where 


| ſome excellent Lines (whoſe Author you may pro- 
== bably know) have Wages us to find i 8 


Naw 11 me climb Perfection's He night, 5 
Aud into nothing fall; - 


Be lis than nothins in thy Sight, 
White CH Els T is all i in all. 


ta the Pardgraph which des « O0 Children of 


« Adam,” you don't Akio what the Law is 


mad: to ſpeak, according to a new Scheme of Divi- 


nity; and what it really . ſpeak to true Believers, ” 
| on the Principles of the Goſpel. Give me Leave, 
1 rectify your Miſtakes; and to point out the Man- 


- mers in which you ſhould have expreſſed yourſelf, | 


T0 rectiſy your Mijtakes—You ſuppoſe the Law, 
8 upon Aſpaſio's Plan, ſpeaking to this Effect. O 
„Children of Adam, you are no longer obliged to 
e love the LORD your GOD with all your Heart.“ 
Indeed you are. The Obligation remains, and is 
unalterable. But it has been fully ſatisfied, as the 
Condition of Life and Immortality, by the Believer's 
glorious SURETY.—< Once I inſiſted on abſolute 
Purity of Heart. Now I can diſpenſe with ſome 
« 87 80 of evil Deſire. No ſuch Thing. Every 
e Sy 1 Degree 


* Ne 22 guiden excipiuns 2 Bene GEL, in n loc. 
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Degree of evil Deſire 1 condemn with inexorable Ri- 


gour. But every ſuch Offence has been thus con- 8 


demned, and thus n in the Fleſh of your 
crucified LORD.—*« Since CHRIST has a = 
„ led the Law for. you, you need not fulfil it.“ 
Rather, you need not fulfil it, in order to the Juſti- 
| fication of your Perſons, or to obtain eternal Life 
and Glory, This, to you the greateſt of Impoſlibi- 
 lities, has been performed in your Behalf, by a ME 
DIATOR and a REDEEMER, to whom no- 
thing is impoſſible. —-<« [ will connive at, yea, de=-.. 
* commodate my Demands to your Weakneſs.” _ 
Not this, but what is much better. I ſee no finful 
Weakneſſes in you. Becauſe, they are all covered * 
with the reſplendent Robe of your S AVIOUR "= 
| Righteouſneſs, Therefore, I no longer curſe, but 
8 bleſs you, and ſign your Title to everlaſting Happi- 
=, neſs.— Thus the Enmity of our Nature is flain. 
Thus the Precepts, even the ſtricteſt Precepts, be- 
come amiable and defirable. We love the La: is. 3 
Which, through our dear REDEEME B, is no 
longer againſt us, but on our Side. Is a Meſſenger. _ 
of Peace, and bears Witnels to our e in 
CHRIS . 5 
Te War in which you , | auld bave ba Jed your- 
felf— This is what the Law ſpeaks, dec 5 to A. 


pa ſio's Doctrine. 02 Be MEVErS in ch“ TY; 2 


« am, | 


»/ „Pal. XXXII. I. 22 is Ve PF 3 are 
© covered. Upon this Text St. Jerom very ingeniouſly, 
and very comfortab! y deſcants ; Juod legitur, non vide- 
zur ; quod non videtar, Nun empulalur ; 3 quod non impulg- 8 
tur, non punielur. That which is covered, is not ſeen; 
that which is not ſ-en, is not imputed; that which 1 * 
not 95 mal! not be patuſhed. | 
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ü, like my divine Author, conſummate and un- 
„ changeable. I did require, I do require, and 
ever ſhall require, perfect Love to GO; per- 
. fect Charity to your Neighbour; and perten Ho- 
J lineſs, both in Heart and Life. Never abating 
one Tittle of theſe my Requirements, T ſhall de- 
* nc. nce the Curſe upon every Diſobedience; upon 
the leaſt Departure from abſolute Perfection. — 
« But this is your Comfort, Bclievers; that the 
Curſe is executed upon your moſt holy SURETY. | 
« This is your Comfort, Believers ; that my Pre- 
cepts have been fully obeyed by JESUS your 
w_ SAVIOUR. As this was done, in your Nature, 
* and in your. Stead, 1 am ſatisfied, and you are 
66 juſtified. Now, though I can never diſpenſe with 
any Fault, nor connive at any Infirmity; yet 1 
„ behold all vour Faults laid upon IMMANUEL. 
1 behold all his Righteouſnels put upon you. 
5 And on his Account, Tacguit you ; I accept vou, 
S and pronounce you righteous x.“ 


This is the Language of the Law to the Faithful £ 


as they are in CHRIST JESUS. This is the 
Spirit of Ajpaſis s Converſation with his Friend Te- 
ron. 1 2 he native T "Is of this Doctrine, and its 


K V powerful 


5 1 think, it 1s RO Miberreſeitation to ſuppoſe the 


Law ſpeaking, in this Manner, to the Believers.— Be- 
cauſe, to them all Things are become new. Conſequently, _ 
the Voice of the Law is new. —Beeaule, all Things are 

KH zheirs. If fo, the Sentence of the Law is theirs, Not to 
o0verwhelm them with Confuſion, but to make them joy- 
ful through Hope. Becauſe, this is the Language of the 

almighty LAW GIVER, to the Redeemed of the LORD 

JESUS; and ſurely the Law will not jar, but harmonize | 
with its Author, ſaying; How fall I curſe whom GOD 

hath not curſed? Or how ſpall [ 25 a0] te LOR D 
bath wo? aid? - 7 
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powerful Agency in producing true Holineſs, are 
profeſſedly diſplayed i in the tenth Letter; and not ob- 


ſcurely hinted, in various other Places. If you can 
prove, that it has a contrary Tendency; you will 


prove, that the Grace of GOD does no longer teach 5 


us to deny, but prompt us to commit Ungodlineſs. An 
Attempt, in which, with all my Eſteem for your 
Perſon, and Deference to your Abilities, 1 Oe 


wiin you GOD Speed. 


Does the Righteouſneſs of GOD. ever mean 


. « (as you affirm) the Merits of CHRIST?” — 
Where do I aflirm this, Sir? Be pleaſed 10 produce 5 
the Paſſage. At leaſt tefer us to the Page. — Ajpaſin, TS 


in the Place which offends you, ſpeaks of what 
CHRIST has done and ſuffered ; ; of his active and _ 


paſſive Obedience. Theſe Expreſſions you Ms . 


into „ The Merits of CHR „ Which, being 


an ambiguous Phraſe, may ſerve to perplex the. 


Cauſe, rather than clear up the Difficulty. Give me 5 


Leave, therefore, to reſtore . 19's Words, and to 
"no the Queſtion fairly. 


„ Does the Righteouſneſs a GOD « ever r Gonify 

e the active and patiive Obedience of CHRIS 8 
To this Mr. Meſtey replies, «] believe not once in 

all the Scripture.” —Why then, Sir, do you not 


diſprove, what Aſpaſio has advanced, in Support of 


this Interpretation ? You believe one Thing: He be- 
| lieves another. And there is this little Difference, | 
in the Ground you reſpectively go upon, He appeals 
to Argument, and Scripture, You reſt the whole . 

15 Matter, upon this ſingle Bottom, 1 believe ſo.” 


| You proceed. It (that is the Righteouſneſs of 


1 40 GOD) often means, and particularly in hs” 


| 6 * to the Venen GOD": 8 Method of {jolt | 
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__ fying Sinners.” '—Suppoſe, L ſhould ſay, in my 


Turn; This Phraſe never means, no, not in the 
_ Epiſtle to the Romans, GOD s Method of juſtifying 


Sinners. 1 ſhould then argue in your own Way. 


Bring a Shield, ſuited to your Sword. Juſt as good 
an Argument to defend, as you have brought to de- 
ſtroy my Opinion, What would the judicious Rea- 
der ſay, on ſuch an Occaſion? Would he not ſmile, 


1 


5 and ey; A goodly Pair of Diſputants truly! 


But let me aſk; Does the Holineſs of GOD ſig- 


_ nify his Method x” ſanctifying Sinners? Does the 


Wiſdom of GOD ſignify his Method of making ; 
Sinners wiſe ? This no Mortal has ſuſpeRted. This 


you yourſelf will hardly venture to aſſert. Why 


then ſhould we take your Word, when, without | 
_ aſſigning the leaſt Reaſon, you dictate and declare 


«The: Righteouſneſs of GOD means his Method of 


| « Juſtifying Sinners! f — 1 ou 120 pa irdon us, Sir, 


if we prefer St. Peter's judgment. His Judgment, 


in that memorab] e Paſſage; 1 3 obtained lil 


5 precious Faith in the Righreoufuſs of our GOD, even of 
_ our SAVIOUR JESUS CHR IST. This Sen- 


tence is a Key to all thoſe Texts in the New Teſta- 


ment, and many of thoſe in the Old, which men- 


tion the Richteouſneſs of GOD. Here: it neceſſa- 


rily ſignißes the Righteouſneſs of CHRIST; be- 
"muſs; none elſe is our GOD and SAVIOUR. 
Here, it confeſſedly ſignifies the Object of juſlifying 
Faith. Which cannot be the eſſential Righteouſ- 8 
nes of an abſolute 'G OD, but muſt be the vicariou: bone 
5 Righteouſneſs of an incarnate GOD. And why 
ſhould you ſcruple to call the Righteouſneſs ol | 


CHR IST, the Righteouſneſs of GOD? Since his 


Blood is e the Blood of GOD. His Life, 


3 3 which 


— 


| 
| 


* 
=X > w . 
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which he laid down for us, is called the Life of 


GOD. And he himſelf, as the Author of our 
Salvation, is called FEHOV AH (or GOD ſelf- | 
exiſtent and everiaſting) our Righteouſneſs. 

It is poſſible, you may produce ſome Commenta- 


tors of Eminence, who coincide or have led the 
| Way, in this your Interpretation, But may we not 


aſk them, as well as yourlelf, on what Authority g 


they proceed 7s this the plain and natural Signifi- 
cation of the Words? No, but an apparent Force 
upon their natural Import. — Does this tend to fir 
and aſcertain the Senſe of the Paſſage? No; but it 
gives the Paflage ſuch a rambling Turn, as will ac 
8 commodate itſelf to the Sentiment of Arians or So- 
cinians, Arminians or Papifts.—ls this reconcileable 
with the T enour of Scr W 0 ? He hath made HIM. 
10 be Sin for us, who knew no Sin, th "at We mig hit be made 
the Righteou) neſs of Cod in Him. Make a Trial of _ 
5 your Interpretation upon this diſtinguiſhed Text. | 
See, how it will accord with common Sente, or the 
_ Analogy of Faith. T hat we might be made the 
| Righteouſneſs of GOD; that is, That we might 
« 5 made GOD” $ Method of Juſtifying Sinners. 5 
Can you yourſelf, Sir, upon an impartial Reviey 
be pleaſed with ſuch Interpretations of ſacred \Writ : 


How much more noble, and how much more 


comfortable, is the eaſy and obvious Senſe ; which 
: the Words, in a moſt beautiful Climax, afford! He 
made CHR IST; WhO was perfectly free from Sin, 
both in Heart and Life; GOD made Him to be 
: Sin, juſtly chargeable 1 9 it, and Juſtly puniſhable 
for it. That we, who are full of Sin, both original 
and actual, might be made rightcous—and not barely 
5 righteous, but (which: Is a much ſtronger Expreſ- r 


_ hon) 8 
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| fon) Righteeuſueſ iel -den, that we might be made, 
7 ng exceeds ail Parallel, and paſſes all Underftand- 


„ the Righteouſneſs of GOD *. Might have that 
2857 Ri; Zhteouſneſs for our Juſtification, which the 
GOD of all Perfection, uniting Himſelf to our Na- 


ture, wrought, finiſhed, and finitely enobled 
++ Nr Sante el Clarke, in his Annotations on this 


Verie, on Ro am. 1. 17. on Rom. x. 3. writes in the 
fame vague and unſatisfactory Manner as yourſelf. _ 
I could mention another cclebrated Commentater, 
who leans to thi 3 timid and. trimming Scheme, —[_ 
ſpeak thus freely, becauſe I look upon the Article of 
f Juſtication through the Righteouſneſs of our GOD 5 
and SAVIOUR, to be the zupreme diſtinguiſhing ; 

5 Glory « of Chritt: anity. Becuuſe, 1 conſider it as the 
richeſt, incomparably the :ichelt Privilege of the 
8 Chriſtian. To have a Righteouſneſs—a conſummate 
Righteouſneſs—the very Righteouſneſs of the incar- 


nate 3 ) D—dignifed with all the Perfections of 


5 the divine Nature to have this Righteouſneſs im- 
puted | for our Jultißcation! Matchleſs, inconceivable 


 Bleffing 5 


* St. Chr * em expounds the 1 important Paſſage. in 
5 much the ſame Manner. His Words are worthy, not 
only to be copied in a Note, but to be written on our 
Hearts. To Taiia Aoy oc, d Tavia TUACKSNTA vino lau. 
15; Toy ag S,, O:.04, E£797,GEV ER "WACY, $1 T&5 gg | | 
T9704 Hing Mako Oe 29: &lws 5 8189, * . Oo DOD 1481805 17. 


Our va Zu rey, NN 4 Thy H. Ov vag eien, en 
8 ccc , HAN aliagliav. Ivax 2 A e,, SX tbTe, Oh, 
c N Nuαν,H‚ uονν 95 Oed uad . What Words can expreſs 


or auhat { houghts can conceive, the Greatneſs of theſe Things? f 
Hle made the RIGHTEOUS ONE a Sinner, that He might | 


malie aur: tched Sinners righteous... This, theugh mar ell 7 


f great, is not all. The Word is not in the Concy ele, but in the 


5  Abſlratt. He made the JUST ONE, not a Sinner, but 
Sin; that we might be made, not righteous only—but R ighte- . 


1 5 1 the e 92 OD, 
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Bleſſing! This fills the Believet's Heart, with inex- 
preſſible Comfort and Joy. This diſplays the Grace 
of GOD, in the moſt charming and tranſporting = 
Light. This conſtitutes the moſt. engazing Motive 
to Love, to Holineſs, and to all willing Obedience. 
Let us not then treat of it, in ſuch line erms, 
or inſucha compr amizing Strain, as fall de feat the Ef. 
| Heacy of the heavenly Cordial, or deliver up the pr 5 
cious Depaſitum 20 the Enemies of the Goſpel. Let 
us rather, by a clear and full Mani fiſlation of be 
Truth, of this capital and l ading * ruth eſpecially, . 
commend ouſelves to every Man's Conſcience. Th. r 
Humour may diſlike it, their Prejudice may reject 1 it; 
but their Conſcience, whenever it awakes, and gains 
"the Aſcendaut, will embrace it; will cleave toit; 
and „„ 3 
But ſtay. Let me e proceed cautiouſly. Not tri= 
umph immaturely. You rally your Forces, and pre- _ 
pare for a freſh Attack. Aſþa/io tells his Friend ; 
That the Righteouſneſs of GOD, ſignifies a Righ- 5 
teouſneſs of the moſt ſuper- eminent Dignity. Such 
as is worthy to be called by his Name, and may 
| juſtly challence his Acceptance. To this you reply, 
I cannot allow it at all.“ — Aſpaſis ſupports his 
Opinion by Scripture, by Reaſon, and by a very 
reſpectable Authority. All which Mr, 7/://:y would 


_ confront and overthrow, by that one irrefragable 
Proof, „ cannot allow it at all.“ —Surely, faid I 


upon reading ſuch controverſial Triflings, delivered 
with the My of Oracular Reſponſes ; ſurely this Let- 
ter muſt have ſtolen its Way into the World. It 
was defigned as a Preſervative for Mr. Maſley's pri- 
vate Societies only. It could never be intended for 
5 public View, and general Examination, Since every 
hn, | "ROT 2 
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Reader is treated, not as his Judge, no, nor as his 


Equal, but as his Pupil, Not as one, that is to be 


addrefled with Argument, and convinced by Reaſon- 


ing, but as a tame Diſciple, that is to acquieſce in 


the great Preceptor's ſolemn * say soũ. “ 
To your next Paragraph I have no material Ob- 
jection. I might indeed complain of an unfair Quo- 


tation. But I ſhall only obſerve, that you would 
_ difeard the Expreſſion, Imputation of Righteouſneſs, 
and inſert in its Stead, Intereſt in C HR IST. You 


had not always, Sir, ſuch an Averſion to the Phraſe 


imputed, Witneſs that Stanza in one of your 


Hymns; 


Let Faith and Love combine 
To guard your valiant Breaſt, 
The Plate be Righteouſneſs divine, 
Inputed andi Inpręſi. 


* 


= e in this Place [ am willing to oratify you, 8 
1 Becauſe, it will be difficult to ſhew, how a Sinner 
can have a real Intereſt in CHRIST, in what he 


; has done and what he has ſuffered, any other Way, 


5 than by Imputation. I am willing to gratify you, 


provide d you do pot entertain that ſtrange Conceit, 


of an incomplete Intereſt, or an Intereſt in Half the 
REDEEMER. But look upon the Holineſs of 
his Nature, the Obedience of his Life, and the 

Atonement of his Death, as the one undivided inef- 
fable Treaſure, in which every believing Sinner is 
Intereſted. As that which is the all ſalkcient Cauſe 
of his Juſtification; rendering acceptable, firſt his 


Perſon, then his Performances ; and, at the laſt, in- 
troducing him, with Dignity and Triumph, into 
everlaſting Habitations. 


Here 
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Here 1 lay down my Pen; unleſs you will permit 


me to relate a little Piece of Hiſtory, not foreign to | 


your laſt Sentiment.—A certain Czeneral, happened 
to obſerve a common Soldier diſtinguiſhing himſelf, 
on the Day of Battle, with uncommon Activity and 


. Courage. Determined to reward Merit, wherever 


it was found, he advanced the brave Plebeian to a 


Captain's Poſt. Who had not long enjoyed the 
Honour, before he came to his Benefactor, and, 


with a dejected Countenance, begged Leave to re- 


ſign his Commiſſion. The General, ſurpriſed at > 


ſuch an unexpected Requeſt, aſked Kia the Reaſon. 
Your Officers, ſaid the Petitioner, being Gentlemen 

of Family and Education, think it beneath them to 
aſlociate or converſe with a Ruſtic. So that, now, 
I am abandoned on every Side; and am leſs happy, 
| ſince my Preferment, than I was before this Inſtance 


: of your Highneſs? 5 Favour. —]s this the Cauſe: ok 
--.-your- Uneaſineſs? replied the General. Iden it 
hall be redreſſed, and very ſpeedily. To Morrow 1 


review the Army, and to Morrow your Buſineſs 


| ſhall be done. —A ccordingly, when the Troops were 
drawn up; and expected, every Moment, to begin 
their Exerciſe; the Genera] calls the young Hers . 
from the Ranks: ; leans his Hand upon his Shoulder; 
and, in this familiar endearing Poſture, walks with 
him through all the Lines. = he Stratagem had its 


deſired Effect. After ſuch a ſignal and public Token 


of his Prince” 8 Regard, the Officers were deſirous . 
his Acquaintance 3 and courted, rather than ſhunned, 1 


| bis Company. 


And will not the Pa of the bleſſed FESUS, il 
give us as great a Diſtinction, and as high a Recom- _ 
1 5 mendation, in the heavenly World? VV ill not the 


„%%% Og . Ang elie 


„/ YE RES 


HY 
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Angelic Hoſts reſpect and honour thoſe Perſons, 
who appear waſhed in his Blood ; cloathed with his 


| Righteouſneſs ; and wearing the moſt illuſtrious 5 
Tokens of his Love, that he himſelf could poſſibly 
give? —In theſe Tokens of his Love may we and 
our Readers be found ! Then ſhall we meet one ano- 


ther with Courage and Comfort, at the great Tri- 


bunal; with Honour and Joy, amidſt the Angels of 
Light; with everlaſtivg Exultation and Rapture, 


ond the £5 hrone of the LAMB. 


Under ſuch pleaſing Hopes I tx ke my V Leave: at 


preſent, and remain | yours Oc. 


Ob introduce the Pa arg raph, that comes next un- 


der our Conſideration, by a very juſt Diſtinction. 
Alpaſis had obſerved, that a Rebel may be forgiven, 


| without being reſtor by to the Dignity of a Son. Fo 
3 Which vou reply; | WT Rebel againſt at! earthly 
« King may; but not a Rebel againſt GOD, In 


the very ſame Moment that GOD tor: gives, we 
are the Sons of G OD. „This i 18 perfectly right. 


= But hence to inter, that the Cor werſation of our 1 = 
Friends is no better than “ an idle Difpute,” 1 ot" 
very polite, and not at all concluſive, Becauſe, 
KRemiſſion of the Offence, and Reſtoration to Fa- 
vour, may come, in the lame Moment, and yet be 
het different 5 
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different Bleſſings. That afliled Patient, men- 


tioned in the Goſpel, had, at the ſame Inſtant, his 


Ears opened and the String of his Tongue looſed. 
Were theſe Effects, therefore, one and the ſame 
| Kind of Healing ?—Belides; why are Forgiveneſs 
and Sonſhip anited | in the divine Donation? Becauſe, 
© the Sufferings of a Sinner, and the Obedience of « - 
Son, were united in the divine REDEEMER. 
do that we muſt ſtill have our Eye, our believing and 
_ adoring Eye, upon the meritorious Righteouſneſs * 


our LORD. 


„Pardon 4 Acceptance, though, Se. 22 Hers 55 


. 1 ſee nothing but the crambe repetita.—“ The Words 


c of Job, Sc.“ Here l ſee nothing but the uſual 
Argument, our Maſter” 8 tþſe dirit. Therefore we 
| wal paſs on to the next Period. Oe, 
Iwo Texts of Scripture are produced.” | You ſet 


9 aſide Aſpaſzo' 9 8 Interpretation, to make Way for one 
3 your own. Which might have paſſed without by 


| Suſpicion, if it had appeared in your Sermons, or 
been delivered from your Pulpit. Where a Perſon 


may be content with the general Senſe, without en- : 
tering upon a critical Nicety. But, by rejecting 


Apaſib's Expoſition, you ſeem to intend a peculiar 
Degree of Accuracy. Let us then examine the Paſ- 
| 92555 with ſuch a View. Grace reigneth through _ 
= Righteouſneſs unto eternal Life; “ that is, the free 
„Love of GOD brings us, through Juſtification : 
and Santification, to Glory,” _ 
In this, I queſtion, Sir, whether you are exactly 1 
orthodox. Fou lead the Reader to ſuppoſe, that 


; Sanctification is as much the Cauſe of Glory as Juſti- 5 


fication, That CHRIS T's Work, and our Graces, 


| have juſt the fame Weights act 1 in the very ſame | 


- Capes * 


Capacity; have, at leaft, a joint Influence, in pro- 
curing eternal Life. — Lou ſhould rather have ex- 
preſſed yourſelf in ſome ſuch Manner; “ The free 

„Grace of GOD brings us, through the joyful 
« Privilege of Juſtification, firſt to SanCtification, 
« or the Love of his bleſſed Self; then to Glory, or : 


« the Enjoy ment of his bleſſed Self. 75 


Beſides; you neglect the Significancy of that beau- 
” tilul and emphatical Word, reigneth. On this much 
: Streſs ought to be laid in reading the Sentence; 
therefote, it ought not to be totally over-looked in 
explaining the Sentence. Grace is diſcovered in 
other Inſtances. Grace! is exerciſed in other Bleſſings. : 
But by giving us eternal Life; by giving it freely, 5 


even when we are undelervieg gui ty. Creatures; 


this ever amiable Attribute reigneth. It is manifeſted 
with every grand and charming Recommendation. | 

It appears, like the illuſtrious Sol:mon, when ſeated 

on his inimitably ſplendid Throne of Ivory and 
Gold: Or like the magnificent Abaſuerns, when he 
ſhewed the Riches of his glorious Kingdom, and the Ho- 


nour of his excellent Majeſty. | 
Another Particular 1 cannot perſuade myſelf to 


x admire. Lou change the Word Righteouſneſs into 
= Fuſtification. Taten of ſaying, „Brings us through 
uh Righteouſneſs ; you ay, 6. Brings us through 
= 55 Juſtification.“ „ this Language, you ſcarce 
diſtinguiſh yourſelf from any Heretic. You may 
rank with the Arian, or with the SeQarift of any 
| Denomination. They will, every one, allow the 


I Neceſſity of Juſtification, in order to final Felicity, 


But not the Neceſſity of a Righteouſneſs adequate to 
the Demands of the Law, as a Foundation for this 
5 bleſſed e do Juſt the tame: Injury to 
; „ CHR 187 
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CHRIST and his Righteouſneſs, which obtain 


this inconceivable Recompence of Reward; as you 
would receive from a Meſſenger, who carries a rich 


Preſent to your Friend, but will not acknowledge 


from whom it comes. It comes, he confeſſes, from 
ſome Man; but obſtinately refuſes to ſay from Mr, 
John WW: 2 Whereas, Aſpaſio ſeruples not to own, 
nap, rejoices to declare, from whence the invaluable 
Benefit of Juſtmcation proceeds. Not from Works 
ol the Law; no, nor from Works of the SPIRIT; 
from nothing done by us, from nothing wrought in 


us; but wholly from the Blood and Obedience of 


JESUS CHRIST. 
The next Paſſage, on which you deſcant, is; 


5 That they may rective Forgiveneſs, and a Lit among the 5 
1 5 Sanctiſted. Thus, you tranſlate the Original. “ 
pa ſio, not affecting needleſs Novelty, is content with 1 
the common Verſion. That they may receive For give- 
; neſs of Sins, and Inheritance among all them that are - 
; fanttified, by Faith that is in ME. —Why do you 
omit the Word Sins? Forgiveneſs, I own, implies 
it. But the Apoſtle chuſes to expreſs it. By which _ 
EY the Sentence becomes more ful] and empha- _ 
_ tical. Grace is more highly honoured, and Man 
more deeply abaſed.—I wonder alſo, why you ſhould 
| prefer Lot to Inheritance, which i is the uſual Tranila-: 


tion. The latter Word conveys a much more noble 


and pleaſing Idea to the Engliſh Reader, than the. 


former. Aeceive Forgiveneſs of Sins: not earn it ( let 


755 us mark this) by performing Conditions, but receive 5 
it, as an abſolute Gift. Juſt as Joſeph's Brethren 
received the Portions, ſent them from the Viceroy _ 
of Egypt's Tab! e e an Inberitane ce; conſiſting 5 
1 all intl e Res. 5 and a ide to everlaſt- 


N l ing 
2 os 


VU. 


9 
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ing Bleſſedneſs hereafter. All which are beſtowed 


35 freely, as the ſeveral Portions of Land in Canaan 
were, by Moſes and Joſhua conſigned over to the 
T ribes of Iſrael for a Po Helhon, — Among thoſe that 
are fanfified. It you ſhould enquire, how Sinners | 
arc ſanctified? The Anſwer is added; By Faith which | 
is in FTE, Not for Faith, as your:-condidenal © 
Scheme ſuppoſes ; but by Faith. By accepting the _ 
_ Blefings mentioned; by looking upon them as our 


owns; through the in Gift; and by living | in the 


delicheful njoyment of them. "Thus our Hens are 
won to GOD, and filled with his Love. Thus 
they are weaned from Vanity, and renewed | in true 
Holineſs. 


Is the Satisfaction made by CHR 18Ts Death 


ſul facient to obtain both our full Pardon, and our 
final Ha ppineſs ! Alpaſis has anſwered this Queſtion _ 
in the Negative, He has confirmed his Opinion, by 
the Authority of Scripture, and the Tettimony E 
Reaſon. Mr. JYefley thinks it enough to reply; :; 
0 . it is ſaſficient, and neither of the 


Texts you cite prove e the contrary,” Ho eaſy, 


bs this Way of arguing, to overthrow any Syſtem, - 
and ſilence Demonſtration itlelfl— But pray, Sir, be 
pleafed to recollect yourſelf, The you not, a little 


while ago, extol Aj; pajio 28s 4 ans right.“ 


becauſe he made the wverſal Jbedience ef CHRIST, | 


from his Birth to his Death, the one Foundation of 


his Hope? Yer here you condemn him, 2s; n 
98 queſtionably wrong,” becauſe he does not attri- | 


e all to CHRIS Ps Death excluſively. Wil 


r. Meſlay never have done with Self-Contradic- 


— Why will he give me ſuch repeated Cauſe 20. 
Fomplaint> e teean vultus, © 


ES 5 


— —— — 


ber TERS TO THE 


Ik it was s requiſite for Chriſt to be baptized, argues 
: Alpafio, much more to fulfil the moral Law.—«< I 
« cannot prove, replies Mr. 17: ey, that cither one 
or the other was requiſite, in or der to his purchaſ- | 
« ing Redemption for us.” Why then do you admit 
| his Obedience to the moral Law, as an eſſential Part 
of the Foundation of your Hope? A tottering F oun- 
dation methinks, which is laid ina Doctrine you 


cannot prove. 
But if you cannot prove it, may not others prove 


it for you? You are not called to prove this Point, 


Sir, but only to diſprove, what Afpaſio has ad- 


vanccd, in Confirmation of it.— Phat it was requi- 
ſite for our LORD to be baptized, He himſelf ac- 
5 knowledges. | Speaking of that ſacred Rite, he ſays, 5 
Typus it becometh us to fulfl all Righteouſneſs, It hen” 
_ cometh; was it not requiſite for CHRIST, always 
to act the becoming Part? In every Circumſtance to 
demean himſelf, according to the utmoſt Decorum 5 
and higheſt Dignity of healer 7. e This as 
ee not requiſite to purchaſe Redemption der us.) 
For what then was it requiſite ? Not to waſh away : 
any Stain from the holy JESUS. Not to obtain 
any Bleſſedneſs for the SON of the HIGHEST. 


Since, as the SON of the eternal GOD, He had 


an undoubted Right to all the Detlings of. Heave en 5 
and Earth, of Time and Eternity. 


« But it was not requiſite, that He mould fulfij 


« the mor al Law. No! Do you then eſtabliſh the | 
Law? Are not you the Antinomian, Who would 
have ſinful Man ſaved, vet the divine Law not ful- 
_ filed, either by them or their SURET * This „5 
i 4+ « ſtrange Way of L 2. att the 8 Standard 1 

0 


LET, 3. 


F © WERE YR Tay 
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of all Righteouſneſs, Rather, it is the ſure Way of 
- diſhonouring and debaſing it. — What ſays our 
LORD? I came, not to aer oy the Law, but to fulfil x. 
Did this ſignify, as ſome expoſitory Refiners ſuggeſt, 
| only to vindicate and illuſtrate, the Law; to explain 
its higheſt Meaning, and reſcue it from the falſe 

15 Gloſſes of the Scribes; the Buſineſs might have been 
done by the Prophets and Apoſtles. No Occaſion 
for the KING of Heaven to appear in Perſon. His 


Ambaſſadors might have tranſacted the whole Affair 
of Vindication and Explanation. But to ful every 


Jor and Tittle, preſcribed in its Commands; to fuf- 
fer all the Vengeance and the whole Carte, de- 
nounced | in its Penalty; this was a Work worthy of 


the SON of G OD practicable by none, but the 


8 ON of GOD and, being executed by HIM, 


is truly meritorious of Pardon ns Life for poor Sin- 


ners; of their Reſtoration to the divine F avour, and 


Þ of their Admiſſion into the heavenly King dom. 


by ͤð ?;jòß 


»NMatt. v. 17. Some E xpoſitors would perſuade us, chat h 


the Word hn ſignifies fully 19 explain, | his Senſe 1 


am far from diſcarding ; ; bur in this Senſe | can by no 
means acquieſce. It neither gives us the whole nor the 


18 9 


principal Part of our LORD's Meaning. Let us place 
the Matter in a different Light; then! be ie e the Scan- 
tines of the Interpretation, and the Impropriety of the 
| Notion, will appear unto all Men.—We will ſuppoſe an 
ungodly Perfon who has learned from Books, the ſpiritual 
and extenſive Import of the divine Law. Having aready 
Utterance, he explains it clearly, properly, fully. Does 
any Mortal ſay of this Lip- Practitioner, that he fulfils 1 
the Law? No ſuch 'Thirg. A Syſtem of Pr ecepts can 
never be tulfilied, Without a due and punctual Obedience. | 
To open, to adjuſt, to enforce a Set of Injunctions, is as 
far from fulfilling them; as to give a Deſcription of a 

| Bartle and -a Conqueſt, :re different 5 aghting the | 
BY Ys and | ms the * re 
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The moral Law i is inviolable i in its Nature, and of 
eternal Obligation. This is a Truth of great Impor- 
tance: With this is connected, and on this:depends; 
the abſolute Neceſſity of a vicarious Righteouſneſs, 
I am no longer ſurpriſed, that you diſpute againſt 
the latter, ſince you queſtion or deny the former, — 
But conſider, what our LORD fays farther upon 
this Subject, in the fifth of St. Matthew, and the 
eighteenth Verſe * Perhaps, you will reply; *&1-have.. 
e both conſidered it, and expounded it, in my Ser- 
&«&. mons..:: You have. But in ſuch a Manner, as, I 
hope, you will live to retract. "Thus you expound the 
awful Text, and turn it into a Piece of unmeaning 
1 autolo, g. On e Jot or oe 1 Tutle fha! In no W ife pajs, . 
« till Heaven and Earth pajs; or as it is > Exprelled 1 im- 
«mw ediately after, i all (or rather al Things) be ful. 
6h filled, till the Conſummation of all Things „ 
| 8 OU would make EWS fo ge; Pa 0; 5 ere. 9 5 YM, 
| and Ewe Ol Tavlc me Jan, ſy nor i mous Ehraſcs, ex- 
preſſive of the ſame T hing. bus ſtands the Paſ- 


lage, interpreted according to your Chic. 5 Till 


„% the Conſummation of all 1] hings, one Jot or one 55 
„ Pittle mall in no wite pals from the Law, till the 
10 3 of all Hhings.““ See! to what 
miſerable Subterfuges a Man of Learning is driven, 
in order to evade the Force of a Text, which mili- 
tates ſtrongly for the meritori dus Obedience of 


CHRIST. 


How much more juſt, 1 more. noble, more uſe oful, ; 


is the common Expoſition, and the obvious Mean- 
ing? * hich we may thus introduce — T'heſe are the 


Terms of Lite and Happinels to Man. Wholoever 
falls hor, 8 OD bimſett | prozounces accuiſed. | 
And 


* Sermons by Joux WesLey, Vol. II. pag. 173. 
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And will the UNCHANGEABLE go back 
from his Purpoſe; make Abatement in his Demands; 
or come to a Compoſition with his Creatures? No 


verily. He is of one Mind, and who can turn Him *. 
It were eaſier for Heaven and Earth to paſs t, for all 


Nature to be unhinged, and the Univerſe to drop 
into Diſſolution; than for one Jot or Tittle of this un- 
alterable Law to paſt, without a perfect AA ps 

in every the minuteſt Inſtance. 

7 CHRIST's Sufferings alone the Law was 

not ſatisfied ; ſays Aſpaſio. “ Yes, it was;” re- 


plies Mr. Meſey. — Then all the indefatigable and 


important Labours of his Life, all his exemplary and 
ſhining Graces, mult be mere Superfluities. At 


L 4 . .- Jeaft, 


= Job xxili. 13. 


+ Yet a Sagen o Se- n yn, A proverbial Expreſ-. 
ſion, to denote the utmolt Impollibility. See it explained 
Luke xvi. 17. In this Connection, it ſignifies the abſo- 

lute Certainty of our LORD's Declaration, both as to its 


Truth and as to its Accompliſhment If 1 mey borrow 


the Language and the lmagery of Horace, they wiil not 


D uniitly expreſs, what 1: affirin-d concerning: the Law, 

1 Si fractus illabatur orbis, WD 
a unabilen ferien: FUG. 

| = Eug c S, q,“. The word All, ſays Mr. 

4 W. ey, does not mean all he Law, out all Things in 

„ the Univerſe.” How forced a Conſtruction! How 

contrary to Grammar! Since the Law, and the Things 


whichit comprehends, are the immediate Antecedent.— 
| How much more properly and conſiſtently has Dr. Pod- 
RY rage explained the Paſſage ! *© THY all Things, which 


the Law requires, or forete 'is, hall be effected. The 


Tran ſlation here given, is molt literal, and moſt com- 


„ prehenſive. The Law has its E feet, When! its Sanctions 


are executed, as well as When its Precepts are obey- 
„% ed. Let me add; In caſe of a violated Law, Hen 
only it is fulfilled, or has its Effet, when both the former R 


and the latter reſpeAtix ely obtain their End. 
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leaſt, they could have no Merit, but were neceſſar 7 
only by Way of ſetting us an Example. 

The Prophet was of another Mind. The J. ORD 
is well pleaſed for his Rightecuſuc 5 ſake. By this Righ- 
teouſneſs, not barely by his Sufferings, He will mag- 
nify the Law and make it honourable*. —T he Apoſtle 
was of another Mind. GOD font for th his SON, 
made of a Woman, made under the Law. What? 
Only to bear itz Curſe? Only to undergo its Penal- 
ty? Not to fulfil its preceptive Part? Which is con- 
feſſedly the principal Part in every Law; and to en- 
force which, all Penalties are added, —You yourſelf 
ought to be of another Mind. For you have already 
and truly obſerved, that Pardon and Acceptance al- 
ways go together. © In the ſame Moment that 
& GOD forgives we are the Sons of GOD.” And 
whereiore? Ihe Reaſon is, becauſe the Suffering of 
2 Sinner, and the Obedience of a Son, went 8 
gether in the RE D E EMI I R. And without this 5 
N Union, the Redemption. of Man bad not been : 

complete. 85 5 
« The Law required only the Alternative, o obey or 
gie.“ Some of your Errors are leſs conſiderable; 

this I take to be a firſt. rate Miſtake. According to 
this Suppoſition, Cum, and Fudas, and all the Dam- _ 

ned, are righteous. Becauſe they die; they bear the 
. Curſe; wy ſuffer everlaſtingly ; and thereby con- 


| for m ” 


* er TE — Th am An theek a are Erben, 5 


| who give a different Turn to theſe noble Words. But! 


had rather take the Voice from Heaven for my Guide, 55 
than al! the Expoſitors in the World. Even that Voice, 


which declared concerning CHRIS Z, and his Work, 


CHRIST and his Righteoufneſs, In theſe Iam auell. abel. =: 
Which is one of the moſt capital Sayings in the Bible, 
and a Clue to lead x us Into its whole Meaning. 
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form to one of the Law's Alternatives. One of the 


Law's Alternatives? No. Here I am wrong. It is 


one of your Alternatives. The divine Law knows 


no ſuch Thing. No Law on Earth knows any ſuch 


Thing. Ban e and Penalties annexed to a Law, 
are never looked upon as equivalent to Obedience; 


but only as Preſervatives from Diſobedience. In all 


the Compaſs of our Reading, have you 7 wa 


with a Law, that makes ſuch Propoſals to its Jub- 
jets? „ Conform to the Regulations eſtabliſhed, 
« and you ſhall enjoy my Privileges, you ſhall ſhare 
„my Honours. Or, if you chule to violate all my 
_« wholſome Inſtitucions, only ſubmit to the Penalty, 

cc 
Oe and Preferments.“ 


EL 


obey and di e? If not, then Tranſgreſſion robs the 
Law of its Right, and vacates all Obligation to Obe 


dience.— Did it not require the SURETY for ſinful - - 
Man, to obey and die? If the SURETY dies only, 
he only delivers from Puniſhment. But this affords 
no Claim to Life; no Title to a Reward. Unleſs 
you can produce 3 ſuch Edic from the Court of 
Heaven, Suffer this, and thou ſhalt live. I find it 
written, In &ceping thy Commandments there is great 


7 Reward. No where do I read, In undergoing thy 


Curſe, there i is the ſame Reward, —W hereas, "when : 
we join the active and paſſive Obedience of our 
: LORD; the Peace- ſpeaking Blood, with the Life- 


giving Righteouſneſs ; both made infinitely merito- 


rious, and infinitely 8 by the divine Glory 


of his Perſon; how full does our Juſtification ap- 
= pear | How firm. does i it ſtand! It has all that the 


Law | 


and you ſhall have an equal Right to the Immu- 


The Law required no Man to obey and ie ö 
too.” But did it not require a Tranſgreſſor to 
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Law can demand, both for our Exemption from the 
g Cue, and for our Title to Bliſs. 


| Before { take my Leave of this Topic, let me 


| make one Suppotition, for which your Way of 
thinking affords the juſter Ground, Suppoſe, our 
LORD SUS CHRIST had yielded a perfect 
Conformity to the Precept, without ever ſubmitting 
to the Penalty; would this have been ſufficient for : 
the Juſtification of a Sinner ? Here is one of your 5 
Alternatives performed. Upon the Foot of your 
Principles, therefore, it would, it muſt have been 
ſufficient.— But this is ſo wild an Opinion, ſo con- 
trary to the whole Cur rent of eee that to pro-: 
N duce it, is to refute it. 


Where Scripture aſcribes the whole of our 8 885 oo 


tion to the Death of CHR IST; A Part of his Hu- 
- miliation is put for the Whole. To this Mr. IV: fey 
5 objects; « cannot allow it without Proof.” — 1 
wiſh you would remember the golden Rule, (of d do- 
ing as you would be done by) and, ſince you inſiſt | 
upon , from others, not be ſo ſparing of it in 
your on Cauſe: I wiſh likewiſe you would impar- 
tially conſider what Aſpaſio has advanced, upon the 
Subje&t—Has he not given you the Proof you de- 
mand! 2 No; He was obedient unto Death is no 
Proof at all.” = Bur is that the only Thing urged? 


If one Argument is inadequate, muſt all be i incon- 


| cluſive I; Becauſe you have routed one Detachment, 
| have you therefore conquered the whole A : 


However let us ſee, whether this Detachment, 


weak as you ſuppoſe Ry my. not be able to ſultain = 


your Attack. 


Does not the Scripture Wy 23 the whole of your 


Jal vation to the Death of CHR is T? To this 
png 
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Queſtion Aſpa/io replies, This Part of our LORD's 
meritorious Humiliation is by a very uſual Figure 
put for the whole—The Death of CHRIST in- 
cludes not only his Sufferings, but his Obedience— 


The ſhedding of his Blood was at once the grand In- 
ſtance of his Sufferings, and the finiſhing Act of his 
Obedience; in this View it is conſidered, and thus 


it is repreſented by his own Ambaſſacor, who, ſpeak- 


ing of his divine Maiter, ſays, “ He was obedient 


« unto. Dea: h, even the Death of the Croſs.” — — 
This, you reply; is no Proof at all, as it does not 


neceſlarily imply any more, than that he died 1 in 
8 Obedience to the FATHER.” 


How do ſome People love to cramp the 3 


and debaſe the magnificent Senſe of Scriprure! Surely ; 
this Text implies; and not implies oy: | , but forci- 
bly expreſſes both the active and paſſive Obedience of 
CHRIST. It is not an,, its died; but 


ver? virnecs, He became Obedient,—Can you fee. 


nothing of his active R1: »hteouſnels f in theſe Words? 


For my Part J can ſce very little beſides— This is 
what the following > Clauſe confirms Let common 


Senſe be Judg :e—Obedient, not barely in Death, 


but wants Neath, like that Expreſſion of JEHOV Ai, 
by the Prophet, Unto hoary Hairs I will Carry Jou.— 


Does not this give us a retroſpect View of Youth 5 
and Manhood, as well as lead our Attention forward 
to old Age! In like Manner, Obedient unto Death. 
Does not this refer us to all the previous Duties and 
- V irtues of a righteous Walk; while it leads us to the 

cloſing Scene of all, a reſigned Exit? Does it not 

moſt naturally mean, obedient through the whole 


. Courſe of Life, even to the laſt all- "comgleating In- 


95 Hance, a voluntary Submitſion to Death? How 


caly ; 
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_ eaſy and obvious is this Interpretation! ? How grand 


and graceful 1s this Meaning! 
I can no more admire your Taſte (conſidered) as a 


Critic, than I can admire. your Doctrine (conſidered) 
as a Divine, Give me the Expoſitions of Scrip- _ 


ture, which act, not like the nocturnal Damp, but 
like the Morning Sun; not ſhrivelling and contract- 
ing, but opening and expanding thoſe Flowers of 
| Paradiſe the Truths of the Goſpel, that they may 
diſplay all their charming Beauties, and breathe out 
all their reviving Odours. I think, upon the Whole, 
_ we have very ſuſicient Cauſe to aſſert and to abide 
: by our Aſſertion; that when the Scripture aſcribes 
the whole of our Salvation to the Death of CHRIST, 
a4 Part of his Humiliation is put for the Whole ez and 
in thus ſpeaking, the HOLY SPIRIT copies 
after himſelf. For, if the Death inflicted on the 
| firſt Adam included every Evil conſequent upon the 
Fall; the Depravity, as well as the Miſery of the 
Creature, it was meet that the Death to w hich the 
| ſecond Adam ſubmitted, {hould include every Good, 
__needful for our Recovery; 5 the Obedience as well as 
the Sufferings of the RED E E MER. It was meet 
that the Price, expreſſed by the tame W. ON id, ſhould 
be as extenſive as the Puniſhment. TN 
« But how does it appear that he undertook. Fr 


= before the Foundation of the * orld?”*- At what 


| Time does Mr. IWefley ſuppole, that CHRIST un- 
dertook the Work? Not till Sin entered and AM In 


: apoſtatized? Was! it then an incidental (upſtart) Ex. 


pedient, fetched in to remedy ſome Ef LPR Dit- 
2 after f Was it a Device, which owcd its Birth 8 
ſome unexpected Contingeney, occaſioned by 1 
P erverieneſs of the Creature 1 ar, lar from it. lt 
„ was 
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was the grand, original, all comprehending Plan, 
the Way in which GOD, long before Time com- 


menced, decreed to manifeſt the Glory of his Grace, 


and the Luftre of all his Perfections. The World 
was made as a proper Theatre, on which to diſplay 
and execute this moſt magnificent Scheme ; and all 
the Revolutions of human Affairs like ſo many un- 

der : lots in the Drama, are ſubſervient to the Acc 


c -ompliſhment of this capital Deſign.— Known un- 
„ to GD ire all his Works,” determined by 
GOD are all his Counſels, from the Beginning of 


the W. orld, more eſpecially this grandeſt of all the 
_ eivine Diſpenſations; this Maſter-pi ece of his un- 
ſearchable Wiſdom. 
But was this by a FW A Conndat betten 
| «4 CHRIST and the FATHER?” Aſpaſio pro- Es 
cceds to illuſtrate and confirm the Doctrine of an 
everlaſting. Covenant between the almighty 1 
THER and. his co- equal SON. He produces LE 
jeveral Texts of Scripture, to each of whieh you ob- 
ject as inſufficient for his Purpoſe : Each of your Ob- 
jections 1 ſhall anſwer, only by adding a ſhort Com- 
ment, explanatory of their Spirit and F orce—<« This 
proves no previous Contract, that is, 1 N it, 
and therefore it cannot prove your Point. « Nei- 


< ther does this prove any ſuch Thing.“ | That i is, 


cannot or will not ſee the Proof. And therefore : 
there is none. —** Thar Expretfion 6s not neceſ- 


66 (arty imply any more” than I pleaſe to allow, — 


= bE:- in the W ay or Method he bad cholen ;** of which 
1 am the ſole complete judge, and oy Judgment 


I _ ought to be deciſive in the Caſe.— Thus would Mr, 


Hiſley have, not Apaſio only, but the Public alſo, 
Tecclve his Dictates (ſanquam 4 Tripede) as abſolute 


Oracles. 
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Oracles.— For here is only bare Aſſertion, or bare 
Denial, without any Vouchers, but his own Word, 
without any Authority, but his own Declaration. 
In Pſalm the xlth, the Conditions of the Cove- 
nant are circumſtantially recorded, which were the 
Incarnation and Obedience of the eternal SON, 
A Body haſt thou prepared me Lo! I come to 
0 thy Will,” « Nay, here is no Mention of 
6 * any Covenaiſt, nor any Thing from which it can 
«© he inferred.” How many A ſhall I adjure thee, = 
ſaid Ahab to Michaiab, that thou tell me nothing but thut 
which is true? And how many Times ſhall T intreat _ 
Mr. Weſſey to object nothing, without aſſigning ſome _ 
| Reaſon for his Objection ? "At leaſt not to think of 
_ convincing my Judgment, and converting me to his 
Opinion by a bare ſay ſo. - But I have done perhaps 
J have treſpaſſed upon the Patience of the Reader, 
in expreſſing my Diſa appointment | 0 frequently ; per- 


| haps I may alſo bear too hard upon Mr. [Leſley in 


aſking for Proofs, when it may be no ſmall Dif- T 


culty to produce them. Fo return—< Nay here is 
« no Mention of any Covenant, nor any Thing 
from which it can be inferred,” — That the W ord - 
. Covenant is not mentioned 18 very true, that there 
is no Reference to any ſuch Thing is not fo certain: 
Let us conſider the whole Paſta: e Sacrifice aud 
„gRurnt- Offering thou didſt not require :* If Sacri- 
fices and flain Beaſts are not the Obje ect of the divine 
Complacency, in what will the LORD delight? 
Ie next Words declare, A Body haſt thou pre- 


„ pared me:“ Since the Law cannot be fulfilled « 


without ding, nor Juſtice fatisfied without dying, 


« Lo! I come, ſays the ſec ond Perfon in the TRI- | 


I NITY to undertake both, ſince chis Undertake 
*. * ing jp 
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« ing muſt be accompliſhed, by ONE who is finite, - 
« that he may die; and inhnite, that he may con- 


„ quer Death; I will accompliſh it in the divine 


« and human Nature. For this Purpoſe a Body 


; haſt thou prepared me, in this Body lo! I come, 


508 willingly and chearfully I come, to perform, to 
3 ſuſtain, to fulfill all; and fo to do thy great, thy 
6 oracious Will. May we not rationally ſuppoſe 
this ſpoken by Way of (Rel tipulation, or) Com- 
pliance with the F A HE R's Demands ? That the 


Matter is thereby broug nt to a ſolemn Contract? 


Dr. Himmend thought this no irrational Suppoſi- 
tion, therefore gives us, upon the following Words, 


a per fecily cor reſponding Comment. Inthe Volume 


of the Book it is written of me. « Which is no 
other than a Bill, or roll of prog between 
| ce the FAT HER and. CHRIS wherein is 
3 ſuppoſed to be written the Aan prepara- 
| «& tory to that great W ork of CAR Js Incar- 
- % nation, wherein He, undertaking to fulfil the 
Will of GOD, to perform all active, and alſo 
3 a}; paſſive Obedience, even unto Death, had the, _ 
„ Promiſe from G OD, that he ſhould become the 


* Author of eternal Salvation to all that obey him.” 


L Thus ſays our learned Countryn nan. And what 
ſays tne blefle. Apoſtle V hoſe Exp \ofition and Ap- 


plication of the Pallage, you ſeem to have forgotten, 
at leaſt not to have thoroughly weighed, Having 


quoted the Paflage, argued from it, and diſplayed the 
Benefits obtained by Irie all-fuſficient Propitiation, > 
he adduces a T ext from Jeremiah relating to this 
1 very Subject, and explaining its Nature: Whereof 
tne HOLY GHOST alſois a Witneſs; of what? 
| of the Juſti fication and Sans -tihcation of Sinners, 


both ; 


l 
4 
9 

{ 
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both founded on, both effected by, the Sacrifice 5 


of the dying E SUS. Tranſactions which both 


the Prophet and the Apoſtle conſider under the No- 


tion of the Covenant, as is plain from the following 
Quotation, © For after that he had ſaid before, 
this is the Covenant which I will make with them 
in thoſe Days.” Hence it appears, that the Au- 
thor to the Hlebretus ſaw ſomething in the Words of 
the Plalmiſt, from which the Dodtrine of a Covenant 
might be inferred. _ 


Another Copy of this grand Treaty iS ech de 


Iſa. xii from the firſt to the ſixth Verſe. « 1 have 
" read pins but cannot find a Word about it in all 
« thoſe Verſes; they contain neither more nor leſs 
c than a Prediction of the Salvation of the Gen- 5 
— tiles.“ They contain a Prediction and ſomewhat . 
more, they deſcribe the Way whereby this moſt de= 
firable Event ſhall be brought to paſs. This the 
LORD himſelf declares ſhall be by Way of Cove- 
nant; © I will give thee for a Covenant to the Peo- 
4 ple,” —This Verſe. we may look upon as a Key 1 
to the preceding. It teaches us to conſider them as 
deſcriptive of the auguſt Covenant; of its Eſtabliſh- 
ment, its Parties, and its Terms: Indeed the Verſes 5 
themſelves lead us to the ſame View, for what is a 
Covenant? A Contract, wherein a Condition is 


preſcribed; a Promiſe is made, and both are ratified. 


by a mutual Agreement The Condition is pre- 
ſcribed in thoſe Words; T art my Servant G 
. Iſeaels, n W701 12 wall be glorified.” N he Promiſe i is 


* Iſraelis the Name of the Church, often given to her 


in this Prophecy, CHRIST and his Church, by Virtue of 5 


the Union between them, have the ſame Names. As 


the is ſometimes called by his Name, The LORD 
our Righteouſnefs.“ do he is here called by her Name 
en, See Jer. xxxili. 10. | 


5 — 5s 
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made in thoſe Words, Thou ſhalt raiſe up the Tribes 


of Jacob; reſtore the preſerved of Iſrael, and be my 
Salvation unto the Ends of the Earth. The Agreement 
= ſpecified or implied in thoſe Words (I have ſpent 


my Strength for nought, yet) ſurely my Fudgment 


is with the LORD, and my Work with 9 


COD. 


"LE great Pitringa, after having expounded the 
whole Clauſe, concludes in this Manner : *Ante- 


quam ab his verbis, ſenſu fœcundiſſimis, ſummam 


„ doctrine Evangelice complexis, diſcedam, mo- 

„nere velim, eadem clariſſime deformare totum 
myſterium conventionis pacis, inter Deum patrem 
& Meſſiam filium ejus, in humana carne appari- 


(14 
i 


4: turum, initæ, perinde ac in locis que ex aliis 


4 excerpo, Pſal. xl. 7. Zech. V. 13. Fater ut 


% Dominus, filio ut Meſſiæ, offert gloriam longe 
c ampliſſimam, mediationis & ſalvationis Judæorum 


&a gentium, quæ gloria, omnium quæ mente con- 
„ cipi poſſunt, eſt maxima, ſub lege five ſub con- 


“ gitione profundiſſimi obſequii ſervilis; caque ſti- | 
a palatio utrinque ratihabetur 5 os 


Y e, in * Mis I Lies 71 n which ; 
Ii fo rich in Senſe, and contains the very Subftance of Zn 


gelical Doctrine, I would obſerve that it moſt clearly and ex- 
actlydelineates the myſterious Counſel of Peace, planned between 


GOD the FATHER, and his divine SON. The FATHER 


as ſupreme LORD, offers to his SON the MESSIAH the 


higheſt Glory, that witch ſhall reſult from J Mi, ſancti- 
Hing, and ſaving, with an everlaſting Salvation, both Feaws 
and Gentiles. This Glory, the greateſt which Thought can 
Conceive, is propoſed on the Terms, or under the Condition "2 | 
bis deep Humiliation, even to the State and Obedience of a 
Servant. The whole paſſes into a a. olan 0 . and is 


A 0000's on rarer: Sas. 3 


5 i 


M | DI Here 
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IE upon a ſtricter Review, this Prophecy be found 


| to expreſs no ſuch Thing as a Covenant, I am very 


willing to give up the Proof. So much the rather 
as it makes no Part of Aſpaſis's Diſcourſe, is only Juſt 


mentioned in a Note; and ſtands not in the main 1 85 


Body, but only as a Corps de Reſerve. 


By the Covenant of Works, Man was bound 10% 1 
obey in his own Per ſon. Here you take Appaſis uy: 
very ſhort, and reply, © So he is under the Cove- 
« nant or Grace, though not in order to Juſtifica- 
ce tion.” This is the very Thing he means. Nor 
could you eaſily have miſtaken his Meaning if you | 


7 had wy done him fo ſmall a Piece of e as to 


"Stove our N n an Extract Hoa —_— ru 


a Rabbinical Treatiſe. Which is very remarkable; for 
ſuch a Writer, ſingularly juſt ; one of the moſt curious, as 
well as valuable Pieces of Jenoiſß Antiquities that ever 
fell in my Way. I believe it will afford no unplealing 
Entertainment, perhaps ſome ſpiritual Benefit to the Rea- 

der. For which Cauſe I take Leave to tranſcribe it,— 

60 began to enter into a Covenant with the MES. 
« SIAH, and ſaid, MESSIAH, my righteous one, 
c the Sins of thy choſen People are likely to bring Thee 
into a State of great Toil and extreme Affliction ; Thy 
Lips ſhall taſte Gall, Thy Tongue ſhall cleave to the 

Roof of thy Mouth, Thy Body ſhall be waſted with | 
«© Sorrow and Sighing. Is thy Love to thy People in- 
« violable? Art thou willing to reſcue them on theſe 
Conditions? If thou undertakeſt their Recovery, well; 


jf not, they are rejected from this Moment, and pe- 


* riſh for ever. To this MESSIAH replied, LORD of - 

„Eternity, I am pleaſed with the Office, I accept theſe | 
Conditions; and am willing to undergo all Tribula- | 
«« tion, that my People may enjoy a Reſurrection (to 


the Life of Grace and the Life of Glory. )—Then ſaid 


the holy, bleſſed GOD, be it ſo. Immediately the 


« MESSIAH took upon 94 our Miſeries, as it is written 


in the Book of the E Lael. He was + oppreſies 


: IE and He Was God.” Mn 


read 
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| read the whole Paragraph, of which, fince you ſeem 
either willingly or through Inadvertence to be igno- 
rant, I will beg leave to tranſcribe it ;—* Between 
the Covenant of Works, and the Covenant of 
„ Grace, this I apprehend is the Difference. By 
„the former, Man was indiſpenſibly bound to obey 
« in his own Perſon, by the latter, the Obedience 
« of his SURETY is accepted inſtead of his own, 
„The Righteouſneſs required by both, is not ſin- 
« cere, but complete, not proportioned to the Abi- 
| © lities of fallen Man, but to the Purity of the Law, 
and the Majeſty of the LAWGIVER.” You _ 
ſee the whole Argument turns upon a complete Righ- 
teouſneſs, ſuch as ſatisfies the Law, and is an ade- 
| quate Ground for Juſtification: This, I imagine, 
| fallen Man is not obliged by the Covenant of Grace 
E to perform, if ſo, we ſhall be at a Loſs to find any 
| ſuch Thing as Grace; if ſo, we can have no Hope 
| of obtaining Salvation with eternal Glory. There 
will be too Ward Reaſon for applying to all Mankind _ 
| thoſe awful Words of the Prophet; In the Day thou 
| mayſt make thy Plant to grow, and in the Morning thou 
 mayſt make thy Seed to flouriſh ; but the Harvgſt ſhall be 
-” Heap, in the Day of Grief and deſperate Sorrow, = 
Bleſſed be GOD the melancholy Strain is ſuper- 
B ſeded. — Though the Terms in the firſt Covenant 
| were a perfect Obedience, though the Terms once 
fixed continue unalterable, yet in the new Covenant 
there is a Change and Subſtitution as to the Perfor- 
mer; without any Relaxation as to the Performance, 
Inſtead of perſonal Obedience we are juſtified through _ 
the Obedience of our MEDIATOR, Ve are ads : 
the Righteouſneſs of GOD in him: That is, we are 
furniſhed with a Plea, as prevalent for our Juſtifica- 
3 Mz tion 
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tion and Admiſſion into the divine Favour, as if we | 


had retained our Innocence untainted ; and in every 


| Reſpect conformed ourſelves to the Righteouſneſs | 
which the Law of GOD requires *.— Thus the Sal- 
vation of Sinners, neither claſhes with the Truth, 
nor interferes with the Juſtice of the ſupreme LE- 
GISLATOR. On the contrary, it becomes a faith- 
ful and juſt Procedure of the moſt high GOD, Mo 


ſuſtify him that belicveth on FESUS. 


The Obedience of our Surety is accepted in- 2 
| Read of our own. „ This is neither a ſafe, nor 2 

„ ſcriptural Way of Speaking.” That the Obedi- 
ence of CHRIST is accepted for our Juſtification, 
is a Doctrine warranted by Scripture, it may there- 
fore very juſtly be reckoned a ſcriptural Way of 
Speaking. And if his Obedience is accepted for this 
Purpoſe, our oon, was it ever ſo conſiderable, could 
come in for no Share of the Work. Our own, 
though ever ſo gorgeouſly arrayed, muſt ſtand aſide, 
or be caſt into Shades, juſt as the Stars hide their 

| diminiſhed, or rather extinguiſhed Heads, when the 


Sun appears in his meridian Splendour, becauſe 


the Obedience of CHRIST is of infinite Dignity 


and Value, And infinite Value is ſuch, as not only 
wanſcends all otter Services, but renders them mere 


N ſothings i 


22 . v. 21. This! is Dr. Doddridge D 8 


of the Paſſage; and it ſpeaks a noble, a Joyful Truth, 


only it does not expreſs the whole Truth. The Righ- 
teouſneſs of G OD 1s more than equivalent to untainted 
Innocency; is more than tantamount to the moſt perfect 


buman Obedience. It is a Righteouſneſs of infinite 
Worth, far ſurpaſſing the Integrity of Adam in Paradiſe, 


or the Sanctity of Angels in Heaven, It is a Gift, in- 
comparably, yea, eee great. elicacious, 
2 ares. 285 | 
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Nothings in the Compariſon. For this Reaſon, the 
Apoſtle counted all Endowments, but Loſs for 

| CHRIST, and the Prophet repreſents all Nations 
| as nothing before GOD. 
| © I would ſimply ſay, we are nccepted: through 
e the Beloved.” —if you rightly underſtood what is 
meant, when the A poſtle ſpeaks of being accepted 
| in the BELOYED, you would have no Fault to 
find with Aſpaſios Comment. St. Paul means we 
are accepted, not by any Obedience performed in 
our own Perſons, but ſolely by the Obedience of 
| that infinitely excellent, and infinitely beloved ONE 
CHRIST JESUS, whoſe Righteouſneſs being 
| imputed to us, and put upon us, cauſes us not only 
| to be pardoned, but ro be highly eſteemed, dearly a 
| beloved, and blefſed with all ſpiritual Pleſſings. 
Here I cannot but obſerve, that you have changed = 
| the Apoſtle” 5 Expreſſion. He ſays, Accepted * in 

| © the Beloved ;z” you fay, © Accepted through the 
= Beloved.” fam willing to belicve this was an 
| Overſight, you had no 3 Deſign, but ſtill 8 
think you ſhould take more heed to your: Pen, and 
| not alter the inſpired Word, leſt you blemiſh the 
Language, or injure the Senſe. Perhaps you will 
aſk, What Difference is there between accepted 
n through, and accepted in, the Beloved ?. I will illuſ- 

W trate the Difference by a Similitude. A creditable 
| Houſe-keeper gives a good Character to a Servant 
that leaves him, by virtue of which he is accepted, ED 
and admitted to ſome other valuable Employ. This = 
Character 1s his Introduction, yet this makes no Ad- | 


dition to his real Value. Acceptance through the 


beloved, may import no more, than ſuch an Ad- 


M 3 . miſſion 


® Exapirugey nas i Ty Hari. 
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miſſion through ſuch a Recommendation. Whereas 
accepted i the Beloved, implies not only a recom- 
mendatory Paſſport from CARIST; but a real | 
Onion with CHRIST, whereby we are incorpo- 
rated into his facred Body, and partake as truly of _ 
his Righteouſneſs, as the Members partake of the 
| Life which animates the Head. By this our Per. 
ſons are really panobled. This imparts the higheſt | 
Dignity to our Nature. We are not only recom- 
mended to, but rendered meet for, the Favour, the 
Complacency, the beatific Preſence of GOD, be- 


ing one with FESUS, and therefore. loved Even as 


ES himſelf is loved *. | 5 
The ſecond Covenant was not ache -with Alam 


or any of his Poſterity, but with CHR 15 T 1 
thoſe Words. For 2 any Authority you have from 
„ theſe Words, vou might as well have faid, it Was 


„ made with the HOLY GHOST.”— No 


* 


| CHRIST, not the HOLY GHOST, was bs ö 
Seed of the Woman. — This is an Anſwer much | n. 
your own Strain. But let us conſider farther. . 
Lou allow, I preſume, that the firſt 3 | 
was made with Adam, as e our public forderal Head 
That all his Poſterity were included in it, being to 
oo Rand or fall together with him : Herein, ſays t the 
. Apoſtle, '« * Adam was a Figure of him that was to 
% come.” If fo, the ſecond Covenant muſt be 
made wth CHRIST, as our public fœderal Head, 
Ne and all his Seed are included in it, and as it was 
impoſfible for him to miſcarry, they muſt be joint 
PFartakers of the Benefits, | Accordingly, þ he i is filed | 


5 te: 


* Tabu 2 xvii. 33. hey in me, ſays © our - LORD. 
Therefore, on this Account, or viewed in this Relation, 


: | Th ou haſt ler Ved Hes. as then nf ved „ 


TT. 
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the MEDIATOR of the new Covenant, by whoſe | 


moſt acceptable and prevailing Interpoſition, all its 


HBleſſings are obtained: He is ſtiled the Surety of the 


; Covenant, engaging to pay the whole Debt for poor 


inſolvent Creatures; ; the Debt of penal Suffering, 


and the Debt of perfect Obedience. —The T eiter 
of the Covenant, whoſe are its Riches, and whoſe 
are its Privileges, who has alſo of his unbounded 


Goodneſs bequeathed them as ſo many ineſtimable 


4. Legacies to indigent Men. Methinks thoſe are ſuch | 
charming Truths, ſuch divinely comfortable Doc- 


trines, chat you ſhould conſider them thoroughly be- 


fore you oppole them, left you do a greater Act of 5 
Unkindneſs to your Readers, than hoy which is -- 
charged, though very injuriouſly, upon Jo. Thou 
haſt ſtripped the Naked their Chathing, and ſent | 
 TVidows away empty. And when you are diſpoſed 


to conſider thoſe Points thoroughly, aſk yourſelf this 


It Queſtion, Is it poſſible to conceive that CHRIS T- 
8 ſhould be the MEDIATOR, the Surety, the Teſ- 
| tator of the Covenant, if it was not made with him 
and the Execution of it undertaken by him ?—Or, 5 
is it poſſible to ſuppoſe, that the all- glorious SON 
of GOD ſhould be the MEDIATOR, the 
Surety, the Teſtator of the Covenant, yet leave 
| others to perform the Conditions? which are incom- 
parably the moſt important, e and difficult 5 
Parts of the Tranſaction? . 5 
4. Theſe Words were not 8 to CUR HIT, 
« but of Him,” True of Him as given for a Co- 
venant of the People. There is not the leaſt In- | 
e timation of any ſuch Covenant.” | You will not 
| deny that CHR IST i 1s fignified by the Seed of the 
Woman, —It Is ſaid, He 1 al a Language expreſſing - 
Mas Autho- | 
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5 Authority, and requiring Conformity, as C HRIST 


is the ſupreme uncontroulable G OD, this could 


not be required; and would never have been faid, 
without his actual Conſent ; Here then is implied 
his Approbation of the Office. It is farther ſaid, 


ble Serpent ſhall bruiſe his Heel. — He ſhall become 


| incarnate, and after a Life of much Sorrow, and 
many T ribulations, ſhall be put to a moſt torment- 


ing Death. Here is the Condition of the Covenant. : 


It is added, he ſhall bruiſe the Serpent's Head, ſhall 
deſtroy the Works of the Devil, and repair the Ruins 
of the Fall, ſhall deliver from the Wrath deſerved, 
and recover the Inheritance forfeited. —Here is the 
Recompence or Reward of the Covenant. 


Should you aſk ; ls it ſuppoſable that Adam under- | 


ood the Words in this Compaſs of Meaning? Per- 
| haps not. But if we do not underſtand wem! in a 


more exalted and extcuſive Senſe, than our firſt Fa- 


ther; what Advantage do we reap from the full Re- 


. velation of the Goſpe! — The full Revelation of the 


__ Golpel, pours as much Light upon this, and other 11 
of the ancient Oracles, as the Experiments of our 


modern Anatomiſts have poured upon the Structure 
and Oeconomy of the human Body. — This grant 
original Text, read with the Comment of the New _ 
TFT eſtament, ſpeaks all that Apaſio has ſuggeſted; all: 
that our fallen State could want, c or our Foot Hearts 
can wiſh. „ : 
> Te” have muſtered up ſeveral i yet 
. there! is Room for. more; I will therefore for once at 
as your Auxiliary, and turn againſt Aþaſio. © He 
<< ſuppoſes the Covenant to be made with CHRIST. 


„W hereas the Scripture repreſents the Covenant 1 


: $26; made with various Men, particularly and per- 
e * ſonally, 
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40 ſonally, in various Ages.“ True, it is recorded 


that GOD made a Covenant with Abraham, with 


Iſaac, with Jacob, and with David the Father of So- 


lomon + But were they in a Capacity to enter into 
Covenant with their Maker; to ſtand for themſelves 


or be Surety for others ? I think not—The Paſſages 


mean no more, than the LOR D's manifeſting, in 


an eſpecial Manner, the grand Covenant to them; 


ratifying and confirming their perſonal Intereſt in it, 
and farther aſſuring them that CHRIST, the great 
Covenant Head, ould be of themſelves, and ſpring 


from their Seed. 


This accounts for that mr and ſingular 


| Mode of Expreſſion, which often occurs in SCrip- 


ture; I will mate a Covenant with them; or, this is m/ 
Covenant with them. Let there follows no mention 8 
of any Conditions, only a Promiſe of unconditional - 
Hleſſings; becauſe the former have already been per- 
formed, and nothing remains but to confer the lat- 
ter; fo that the Meaning of the divine Speaker is, I 

; will admit them to an Intereſt in this Covenant, and 8 


- make them! artakers of i its Privileges. 


I ſhould now conclude, but Mr. I/:/ley will not 
ſuffer me to quit the Subject, He farther inſiſts, 
„„ The Words maniteſtly « contain, if not a Covenant 

e made with, a Promiſe made to Adam and all his 
= Fc. Poſterity. 5 not—He begins to heſitate in his 


Aſſertion; to fluctuate in his Ban; and 1 could 


N hope, to bes his Miſtake.—“ The Words contain 4 
„f omiſe'' And have you never read, that the 


| Covenant of GOD,. or the various Renewals and 


| Ratifications of the Covenant of Grace, are ſtyled 1 
Covenants of Promiſe? Which conſiſt of pure Pro- 


miſcs, and diſpenſe free Gifts? 
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Obſerve the Tenour of the new Covenant, as it 
_ ſtands engroſſed by the Pen of Inſpiration. This ;; 
the Covenant, which I Will make with the Houſe of If ael 
efter thoje Days, faith the LORD, I will put my. 
8 Laws into their Mind, and on their Hearts will I writs 
them: And I will be to them a GOD, and they ſhall be : 
to me a People. And they ſhall not teach every Man his 
Nighlour, and every Man his Brother » Jaying know 
CY the LORD—F: all ſhall knew me, from the leaſt af 
them, even unto the greatest of them. For, 1 will be 
merciful unto their Unrighteouſnelſc s, and their Sins and 
their Iniquities will J remember no more -M here are 
your Conditions in this Draught ? Where are any 
Terms required of impotent Man! Is it not al! . 
Promiſe from the Beginning to the End? That Re- 
pentance, and that Faith, for whoſe Conditionality 
you plead, are they not both comprehended in this 
heavenly Deed? And comprehended under the Form 
| | bf Bleſhnes vouchſafed, not of I aſks enjoined. — 
Does the Contract run in this Manner? I require | 
and command. Orin this Strain? I grant and be- 
ſtow. The LORD ſays, I will put my Laws; 7 
i isuill write them. — The Work ſhall not be laid on my 
=; Creatures, but done by myſelf. They hail be my 
* People, and IT wil remember their Sins uo more. What? 
Provided they perform ſuch and ſuch Duties. I read 
no ſuch Clauſe. I ſee no ſuch Proviſo. —All is ablo- 1 
lutely free ; dependent on no Performance of ours; 
but flowing from ſovereign, ſupreme, lf-influenced 
5 Goodneſb. Ts | 
Juſt ſuch 1 is that delightful ecki en, x 3 7 
nate an everlaſt; ing Genen with them, that I will nat 
turn away from them to do them good; but 1 will put 


5 wy Fear i in their Heart, that toy ſhall» not depart t from 
| wy 55 nic. | 
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ne. What you call Conditions muſt be compriſed 


in my Fear, This is repreſented as a ſingular Be- 
nefit, which GOD imparts; as a gracious Temper, 
which GOD implants ; and both as dependent not 


on the Fidelity of Man, but on the Power and Ve- 


racity of G OD.—Another of your Conditions, [ 


preſume, is, Perſeverance unto the End. This, in 


the Covenant of Grace, is not enjoined, but ſe- 
cured; ſecured, not by a ſtrict Prohibition of A poſ- 
tacy, but by the omnipotent Interpoſition of TEHQ- 


VAH. I will put my Fear; fo put my Fear into their 
Hearts, that they (ball net depart from me z ſhall never 


draw back unto Percitiun, —Taus the Covenant be 


comes not tranſient, Pitt everlaſting, Thus the - 


Pr omiſe is! ꝛot pre ecarious, but ſure to all the Seed. 


There ſeem to be as great a Difference, between 
this en end and your legal Method of ſtating 
; the Cov enant ; e iulſpending the Benefits ON : 
human Endeavours, and 1 858 them on divine 
Agency, 28 between hanging t! e Anchor on the 
T op of the Maſt, and taxing 1 9 the Bottom of 


the Sea, 


Lei me add one more Text, which now occurs to 
- my Thoughts, Ye are the Children of the Prophets, 


aul 6 of the Cove nant which GOD made with our Fathers, 


 foying, unto Abraham, and in thy Seed ſhall all the Kin- 


dreds of the Earth be Blsſfed *, Here the Covenant 
is firſt mentioned in general; then particularly ſpe- 
Cified.— In thy Seed Gall all the 8 reds of the Earth— 
Be laid under Conditions? Be obliged to execute 
Terms ? No; but, ball be bleſid. Bleſſed with al! 

Bleſſings, temporal, ſpiritual, eternal—7:: thy Seed. 

That i is in e ithout any Regard to 
d | Qualifications 


e 
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| Qualifications or Deeds of their own; entirely by 
Virtue of an Intereſt in his conſummately excellent 
Actions, and conſummately precious Sufferings.— 
Then the Apoſtle ſingles out one ſpecial and diſtin- 
guiſhed Bleſſing of the Covenant; a Converſion 
from Darkneſs to Light, and from the Power of Satan © 
ro the Service of GOD. Or, as it is expreſſed in the 
following Verſe, A turning from all Iniquity,—This 
s ſtill exhibited to dur Contemplation, as the Fruit _ 
of the Covenant of Grace ; as the T hing for which 
It makes Proviſion, not introductory to, but conſe- 
: quent upon, our Participation of it ST 
If therefore, in ſpeaking of Holineſs and Obedi- 3 
ence, we repreſent them as the Promiſes, rather 
than the Demands of the Covenant, we evidently 
follow the Apoſtle's Example. Were we to take 


the contrary Courſe, we ſhould act as prudently 4 


the Sportſman, who, entering his Horſe for a Plate, 
chuſes to have him walk backwards, rather than run 

ſorwards: Would this increaſe his Speed? Would : 
this help him to outftrip his Rivals ? or enable him 

to win the Prize ?—Shall we, in order to avoid the 

Charge of Antinomianiſm ruſh into this Abſurdity? | 
I am perſuaded you could not wiſh to ſee ſo egregi- 


ous Aa Piece of F 1 even in N 11 W 


| leſs i in 


Your, Tc, Se. 
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LET TE R M. 


Rav, Sin, 


1 WIS H you dead conſider with ſome Attention, 


that emphatical Memento of the Apoſtle, Since 
ve knew the Grace of GOD in Truth, Here he inti- 
mates, that we may have a Knowledge of Grace, 
which is not genuine; not free from corrupt Mix- 
ture, not true. It may be ſo diſcoloured with Error, 
or blended with ſo much of the Law, as no longer 
do appear like itſelf.— The Language of ſuch Per- 
ſons, is ſomewhat like the Language of the Iſraelites, 
atter their Return from Captivity, who ſpoke neither 
the Hebrew, nor the Heatheniſh Dialect; but ex- 
preſſed themſelves half in the Speech of 2 and i 


half in the Speech of Sion. 
It is true, ſays Apaſio, I cannot perform the Con- 


_ ditions, —< It is not true,” ſays Mr. Weſley. - This - 
| is pretty blunt, and pretty bold too; for it is, in ef- 
. fect, affirming, that a Man dead in Treſpaſſes 
and Lins! is able to perform Conditions. Mr. Meſſey 
is not aware, that * CHRIST ftrengthening us,, 
is one of the Benefits of the Covenant, compre- 
hended in theſe Words, 71 will put my Laus into their = 


: e 1 


The Conditions of the new Covenant are, re- 
7 * pent and believe.” —lt has been already ſhewn, 
| that they are repreſented by the HOLY GHOST, 
e e . not 


wy 
— 


— — 
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not as Conditions, but as Bleflings ; not as Condi- 


tions required, but as Bleſſings beſtowed ; not Con- 
ditions on which depends the Accompliſhment of the 
Covenant; but as happy Fruits, or precious Effects, 


of the Covenant ; made, and making good to Sin- 
ners, who are wholly without Strength. ; 


Tis equally true, ſays Apaſio, this is not required 
at my Hands. Tis equally true, ſays Mr. I: efley, 


cc that is abſolutely falſe. — This is doubtleſs, a 


home Truſt.— It behoves us to provide ſome Armour 
of Proof for our Defence; and this the Scripture fur- 
niſhes abundantly. It furniſhes us with more than 
rabur & as triplex. The- Scripture ſets forth Tuſtifi- 


cation, Salvation, and all Bleſſedneſs, as Things 


perfectly free; detached from all Works; dependent 
on no Conditions, but the Gifts of forereign Good- 


neſs, and infinitely rich Grace. 


Though you, Sir, treat Alpaſis i in ſo 1 unceremoni- 
ous a Manner, we will be more complaiſant; you. 
ſhall receive ſuch Entertainment from us, as te 
King of Babylon s Ambaſladors received from Heze- | 
tiah. We will on this Occafion, ſhew you the Houſe _ 
of our precious Things, the Silver and the Gold, the : 
Spices and the precious Omtment, and if not, al, 8 | 


fome of the Houſe of our Armour *. 


We are ſaved, that is, we have all the Benchits of - 
the new Covenant. By Grace. By Grace ye are 
: ſaved. —TM is of Grace and no more of Works, —IWVho 
_ bath ſaved us, not according to our W. orks, but according 


10 bis TOI and Grace +. 


Freely 
* 2 Kings x. 13. f Eph. il. 3. Rom. x. 6. 5 


2 Tim. i 9. 
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* reely—Peing 2 ified fees ty. —The Things that are 
freely given to us of GOD. —* bofoever wilh, tet him 


take the Mater of Life frecſy * 


By Way of Giit—// thou inc the Gift if GOD 
-. = The 4 Gift of GOD is eternal Life. —The Jres. Gift 


came upon all Men, to Juſtification of Life +. 


Without the Law—The Righteouſneſs of GOD. 


without the Law.—That we might be juſtified, not by 
the Works of the Law. * the r itance Were of the 
- Law 4. 

Not by Wa Noe of 2 orks, bit of him that call- 


- eth us — Net by Works of Righteouſneſs, which we 
have done, but according to his Mercy he ſaved us. Met: 


having mine own Righteouſneſs, which is of the Law|. 


By Righteouſneſs, not performed, but imputed— _ 
Faith (in CHR {ST, as our all) :s 7mputed for Righ- 


teonfneſs, — GOD imputeth Righteouſneſs, without 
 Irorks, 7. woke it (that is the Merit of a . 


55 and riſing SAVIOUR) Hall be imputed §. 


Not by guiitleſs Behaviour, but by Remiſfion of 
- S ed are they whoſe Iniquities are forgiven, and : 
whoſe Sins are covered. OD was in CHR „ 
reconciling the Mori unto himſelf, not imputing their 
| Treſpaſſes unto them. —25 ei Nuculedge 7 Sarvation : 
& by the Remilſion of their Sins 4. 
| Not each by himſelf, but all by one—They Das 
reign in Life, by me CHR IST FESUS . the 
Z Obedience 9 ones ſhalt oy be made righteous, —y one. 


Offering, - 
. . ili. oy . Cor. i i 12. Rev. *rii, 19. 
* + John 1 iv. Rom. vi. 23. | v. 18. 3 Rom. 
„11. 21. Gal. 11. 16. ii. 1 = Rom. IX 14- 
Tit. in. 5, Phil. uk: g 4 Rom. iv. 5, 6, k 
2 $46 . . 1 gal XXX11, WE; 2 Cor. v * 


Luke i 1. 72 : 
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Offering, he hath perfetted for ever thoſe that are 


 fanttified . 


By Faith alan Bing juſtified by Faith —4 Man 


is juſtified by Faith, without the Deeds of the Law.— 
Through _ all that believe are 2 Mat from all 


Things ＋. 


Not on Account of Faith, as a "Condition per- 


formed; but on Account of CHRIST, the Pearl 


of neflimable Price; which Faith receives, applies, 


and uſes I ho has by himſelf purged away our Sins, 
y himſelf finiſhed our Tranſgreſi ions, made Reconciliation 
| for our Iniguities, and N in an e a | 


be z ouſneſs 4. 


This is the Doctrine of e Becauſe it is 


of the greateſt Importance, you ſee, with what Care ; 
it is ſtated, and with what Copiouſneſs diſplayed, 
with what Zeal it is urged, and with what Vigilance 

1 guarded, How ſolicitouſly the ſacred Writers uſe | 


every Form of Speech that may exclude all human 


Works; may ſet aſide all Conditions and Pre-requi- 
| ſites, in order to ſuperſede all Glorying, and aſcribe 
the Whole of our Juſtihcation to the free Grace of 


GOD, and the ſole Merits of CHRIST. 


After all theſe Teſtimonies of Scripture, ſhall we 3 
- il maintain, that the Covenant of Grace conſiſts 
olf Conditions; depends upon Conditions; is ſuch as 


we cannot expect to have made good till cert- 


Conditions are, by us, duly and truly fulfilled? 1 
gon may as well ſtand in the Preſence of the Ark, as 
. ſuch a Notion 1 in the F. ace of theſe b Texts. — 

; 7 All, 5 


* Rom. v. 175 46 19. Heb, - 16 =; 3 | 


| = „ AG xili. 2 - 4x Heb. 1, 7.4 


| Dan. ix. 24. 
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All, all is free to us Sinners, though it was not 


free to CHRIST our SAVIOUR. fle paid the 
Price. Ee performed the Conditions. If you would 
know what Price was paid; what Conditions were 
performed, and on what Terms we inherit the Bleſ- 
ſing; you, Sir, may receive Information from Mr. 
John Iſley, who ſays, in his Comment; “ All the 
„ Bleflings of the new Covenant are ſecured to us 
« by the one Offering of CHRIST.“ According 
8 to this Commentator, they are not only procured for 
us, but ſecured to us. How could either of theſe be 
true - Much more, how could the latter be fact. 
if the Bleſſings were ſuſpended on any Performance 
or any Acquiſition of ours? If I am not to enjoy 
them until I diſcharge this or that Duty, they are not 
procured for me; if I am not to enjoy them wnleſs I 
become poſſeſſed of this or that Quality, they are not 
ſecured to me; not ſecured to me, as the Eſtate is 
to an Heir, even whilſt he is a Minor, but only as 
the Prize is to a Racer, in caſe, by exerting his 
Speed and his Strength, he arrives firſt at the Goal; 
which was never yet called Veen but allowed t to 
be mere Uncertainty, 8 
As to this Point, others way receive Information bs 
from the Prophet Zechariah. By the Blood of thy 
25 Covenant, I have ſent forth thy Prifomer s out of the Pit, 
wherein was ns Mater *. Thy Priſoners, thoſe wretched 
= Creatures, who were in a State of Guilt, and under 
the Sentence of Death; ſubject to the Tyranny of 
the Devil, and liable to the Damnation of Hell, In 
this diſmal State they were, as in a Pit unfathomably . 
deep; from which there ſeemed no Poſhbility of 
Eſcape, nor any Method of Deliverance, A Pit, 


Zech. ix. ui. 


1 W. 2 6t* 
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in which there is no Water, nothing but abſolute 
Miſery, without a Gleam of Hope, or a Drop of 
Comfort. I have ſent them forth into a Place of Li- 


bderty; where they obtain Pardon, and enjoy Peace, 


are ſatisfied with the Plenteouſneſs of my Houſe, and 


drink of my Pleaſures as out of a River. All this, by 
the Blood of thy Covenant.—Blood was the righteous = 


Term, Blood was the dreadful Requirement, even 
that infinitely precious Blood of CHRIST, on which 
the Covenant of our Freedom was eſtabliſhed, and 
by which its rich Bleſſings are procured. Which is 
called thy Covenant *, O Daughter of Sion, thou 
Church of the Firſt- born, becauſe it was made in 
thy Name; made with thy divine a and for . 
: thy unſpeakable Good. = 
This is not only falt, but « moſt 3 i 
. falſe—If we allow This, Antinomianiſm comes in 
e with a all Tide. Fray, : Sir, what do you 
mean by Antinomiani mn? Such a Contrariety to the 5 
Lau, as debaſes its Dignity; ; irs; it of its proper 7 
: Honour and proper End f?? 5 


Surely then, not Aſppaſio 85 but Mr. 2 4 5 [Te -- | 


nets, are chargeable with this Kind of Heterodoxy. 


WE. Since they would cauſe the Law to be put off with a 


Mite, when Millions of Talents are its Due—Oblige | 
* to be. content with errant Deficiency, when the 
5 moſt 


. Thy 1 The Words are not A to 


. CHRIST, but to his Church. As the Hebrew a ( being . 


in the feminine Gender intimates. 5 
+ The End of the commanding Law is eee : 


©. Rowe x, 4. The End of the violated Law is Puniſhment, 


Gal. iii. 10. Both theſe Ends are anſwered by the Inter- 
_ poſition of an obedient and crucified REDEEMER, but 
on no other Scheme, and 1 in no other Manner whatever: 
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moſt finleſs Obedience, and the moſt exalted Per- 


fection are what it demande. 
Do you mean by Antinomianiſm, ſuch a Conttk- 


riety to the Law, as diſregards its Duties, and vio- 
lates its Precepts ? Then the Apoſtle Paul ſhall reply, 


The Grace of GOD, which bringeth Salvation, hath 
appeared unto all Men ; teaching us, that denying Ungod- f 


lineſs and worldly Tant we ſhould live ſoberly, righte- 


onfly, and godly. —The Grace of GOD, his infinitely 
free Favour, of which we have a Specimen in the 
preceding Texts, which ſcorns to be ſhackled with 
Conditions, or meanly dependent on human Endea- 
 vours—This Grace, requiring nothing of the Crea- | 
ture, but bringing Salvation, ſpiritual and eternal 
Salvation, finiſhed by the incarnate CREATOR, 
and free for the chiefeſt of Sinners. — This Grace 
being revealed in the Goſpel, being diſcerned by 
Paith, and thus appearing in Luſtre, and with 
= Power, to all Men To Men of every Rank, every | 
Age, every Character; making no Difference be- 
teen the Servant and his Maſter, between the 
5 ruddy Stripling and the hoary Sire; between the vile 
Proſtitute and the chaſte Veſtal, "On opening its in- 
exhauſtible Treaſures, to be received by one as well 
as the other This Grace does what? Cauſe An- 
IE tinomianiſm, or practical Ungodlineſs, 88 d 


come in with a full Tide?“ Quite the Reverſe— 


. lt repreſſes it like an immoveable Barrier. Ic teaches 
us to deny oY to renounce Ungodlineſs, all Ungodlinefs "Fo 


N 2 . not 


* The Word! 18 afo,Er, which 1 not i Goulify,. to 


| . aboliſh totally, or to deſtroy utterly ; but to difavow 
and renounce, to refuſe Admittance, or not to yield 

: Compliance, | There may be, even in the ay ve L 
Lee, 1 5 | | SOme. 
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not only external groſs Avominations, but worldly 


Luis alſo, every vicious inclination, and every ir- 


regular Denre. Farther, it teaches. us to live foverly, 
with regard to ou cles, 746 Ieoiſiv towards our 


Neis dours, and gedly to our great C RE AT OR. 


The original Word is particularly beautiful and 
5 ſighißcant, it 1s not ret, Y. efcribeth, by way 'of 
Rule, nor :e7i]acctiys enjorncth, by way of Authority; 

but Taideuzra, racherh, by way of Inſtruction, 


pointeth out the effectual Method of obeying the 
Precepts, and conforming to the Rule. A Tyrant 


may command his Slave to write, or make a Profici- 5 
ency in Writing. A kind Tutor forms him to it, 


ſhews him how to do it, and renders, what other- 


wWiſe would be an urlewe, n an impractica able | 


Taſk, both ea ſy and picaſant.—So this Grace clearly 
manifeſted. in the Underſtanding, and coriially ap- 
prehended by the Will, renders every D Duty of Holi li 


neſs both pract Rticable and | leaf; mt; it gives us a 
Heart, and a Hand, and Abili y to exerciſe ourſelves. 


unto univerſal Godlineſs. 


CHRIST has performed all that was condition- 


- ary. for me, ſays Aſpaſie. © Has he repented and 


Co believed for you!“ ſays Mr. IWeft'y ; a Queſtion 


a ready anſwered in the Dialogues. — No; replies 


„ Mr, IV-:ftey, not anſwered, but evaded. Hs per- 
<« formed all that was conditionary in the Covenant. 1 5 
<« of Works, is nothing to the Purpoſe, for we are 


„ not talking of that, but of the Covenant of Grace.” 


Give me Leave to tell you, Sir, that you are greatly 55 
miſtaken here, we are talking, at leaſt we ought to 4 

be talking of the Covenant of W orks, when we 5 
ſome” Remainders af: eee har = Cuancod by 
Grace, they wil conſtantly turn a deaf Ear to its Sohei. | 


*t3tions, or reſolutely ay Nay 6 to its Demands, 
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alk of the Covenant, which CHRIST came un- 


7 der. It was a Covenant of Works to him, which, 


. by! his Execution of it, became a Covenant of Grace 


for us. He became anſwerable for our Debt, ne 


cbt was "pa without the leaſt Abatement. In 


thi 8 Reſpect S OD fea red not his own Son. Ard is 


no- this the 7 enour, are not ſuch the : feats of a 
Covenant of V4 'orks? 
CHRIST is called the Surety if a vetter 8 


: nant, that is, 2 Surety provided and admitted by a 


better bene int: In chis 1 reculi aritys in: zitely mo- 
mentous and comfortable, the new Covenant is better, 
becauſe it brings in a Subſtitute, to difcharge what 


vas contracted under the old, which neither provided, 


nor allowed, nor Knew any ſuch I ning ltis eee 
CHRIST was made under the 3 therefore not 
under a Covenant of Grace. If you can ſhew me, 
in the Conſtruction of the Law, any Hint of Faith _ 
in the Merits of another, or any mention of rep ent- 
ance unto Life, | will retract my Opinion, that 


CHRIST ' performed wha atever Was conditionary; 


Iwl do Honour to thoſe gentcel Expreflions, and. 


labmit to thoſe cogent Arguments, is not true 
„is nothing to the Þ Purpole—' Tis abſolutely falſe 
< If CHRIST's perfect Obedience be ours, we 


6 have no more Need of Pardon tian CHN IST 


< himſelf. The Conſequence is good, you have 


- 40 * {tarted an Objection which you cannot anſwer.” | 

Alt is anſwercd in the Dial logucs— Whether in a 
ltefaary:- of inſuficient Manner, the Rea der 
muſe determine. —But ſuppoſe we admit the Conſe- 


duence; it implics no mote, than the Apoile abs. 


firm — V one Offering he hath perfe ted for ever them 


1 at are af 1677 ed. Let me tranteribe your own = EX. 


. plication 
xplaaatory Notes in has. 8 
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_ plication of this Paſſage.—** He hath done” (ob- 
ſerve, you yourſelf ſpeak of CHRIST's doing; 
in this Place only of CHRIS T's doing, yet I would 
not be ſo injurious to your good Senſe, as to imagine 
that you exclude his Suffering) -e all that was need- 

„ ful, in order to their full Reconciliation with _ 
« GOD.” This Expoſition I approve, as far as 
it goes, only you have omitted one very weighty : 
Circumſtance, comprehended in the Word “ ever; 
by this doing and ſuffering, Believers are fully and - 
perfectly reconciled, not for a Day only, or for any 
particular 1 Cime, but for ever, The Pardon is ir- 
revocable; the Bleſhog unalienable. Not like the 
Moon, which now waxes, and anon wanes, bur like 


the Sun, Which is alweys Ft lame; ever Hines with 5 
the ſame Plenitude of Rays; and needs only to ap- b 


pear, in order to appear unchangeably bright. : 
This reminds me of a more direct Anſwer to 


your Difficulty. The repeated Pardon, which Be- 5 


lievers implore, is only 1 Witneſs-bearing to the : 


Truth, or a repeated Manifeſtation of it to our Ca. 


ſciences.— Will you find Fault with this Doctrine? 


5 Might you not, for the very ſame Reaſon, ſay, if he” 


Atonement of CH RIST's Death, was abſolutely 
perfect, there could be no Need of his Interceſſion 


at G OD's right Hand? Les, for the actual Appli- . 
cation of the great Atonement, and the continual 


Communication of its happy Fruits, this Interceſſion 
is neceſſary. So, though our Juſtification is com- 
plete, though our Sins have all been laid upon our 


LORD; and are not to be done away by ſome 

Duties of our own, hut already done away by the Sa- 
 erifie of HIMSELF ; yet the Application of this 
f Bleſſing, the Revelation of i it to « our Hearts, 1 is daily, 


hour! ny, ID 
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hourly, inceſſantly needful. Therefore he faith, 


ſpeaking of his Vineyard the Church, I will water it 
every Moment.—Wheteby? In what Manner? What 


| ſpiritual Bleſſings correſpond with, watering the 
thirſty Soil? The Diſcovery of complete Fardon, 
of complete Acceptance, of complete Salvation in 


CHRIST. This will make the Soul like a watered 
Garden.— This will ezuſe Joy and Holineſs to bloſ- : 


Fe ſom as a Roſe. 


* Both the Branches « of the Law, the preceptive and 
| the penal, in the Caſe of Guilt contracted, muſt be 


ſatisfied. “ Not ſo.”—If not, one of them muſt 


paſs unſatisfied, and unfulfilled.” Whereas, our 


LORD declares, that Heaven and Earth ſhall paſs 


| away, ſooner than one Jot, or one Tittle of the Law 
ball all fail of its Accompliſhment. Will you under- 


* take to prove, either that the proceptive, or elſe that 


the penal Part of the Law, does not conftitute ſo 
much as one Jot or one Tittle of its Contents! ? Then, 


and then only, your Aﬀertion may conſiſt with our 
; LORD” Ss Declaration, This will be an Under- 


5 i 2 as adventurous as your next is 8 


5 = Not ſo, CHR 18T by his Death alone ſo c our 
„Church teaches) fully ſatisfied for the Sins of the 
: « whole World.” —By his Deaih alone, that is, in 
Contradiſtinction to all human Works, as efficient 
or adjutant Cauſes: Fully ſatisfied, that is, without 
having, and without needing the Concurrence of 
7 any human Satisfaction. It is ſpoken 1 in Oppoſition 
to our Endeavours, not to his own moſt glorious 
Obedience. But do you really want to be informed 
that our Church means no ſuch Thing, as you would 
inſinuate? Have Iv never heard her profeſs, and 
— N 4 F require 
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require to believe, what Aſpaſio maintains? If not, 1 0 
be pleaſed to read the Quotations from her 8 5 

which he has produced, Vol. II. Pag. 316, 1 Eg 
| Read theſe, and I cannot but think, you have Mo. 

deſty enough to bluſh at an Attempt, to palm upon 
the Public, ſuch an apparent Miſrepreſentation of our 


c venerable Mother. 


The ſame greas Truth: is manifeMly taught al 


ce the xxxiſt Article.“ — What? That CHR IST, : 


by his Death alone, or by ſhedding his Blind alone 
without fulfilliug the Law perfeetly, ſatisfied for the 
Sins of the World! Then the Articles and the Ho- 
milies moſt flatly contradict one another, —Upon tht 5 


vou alk; © 1s it therefore fair, is it honeſt, for auy | 
s one to plead the Articles of our Church in De- 


_ 6 fence of abſolute Predeſtination ?” : Indeed, Sir, = 


or 5 


| = . this TINT IO may | poſtbly 4 fa 15 into hs 1 5 
of ſome Perſons, who have not the Book, entitled Theron 
and A4/pafio; I will, for their Sakes, tranſcribe one "of -- 
the Teſtimonies, to which we are referred. 5 
In the Homily concerning the Salvation af Mankind, 


we read the following Words. 'The Apol {tle taücherk 1 55 


three Things, which mult go together in Juſtification. 
0 GOD's Part his great Mercy and Grace. On 
«© CHRIST's Part, the Satisfaction of G O D's Juſtice, 
or the Price of our Redemption, by the Offering of 


his Body and ſhedding of his Precious Blood, With 
„ fulfilling of the Law perfectly. On our Part, true 


« and lively Faith in the Merits of FESUS CHRIST, 


* which yet is not ours, but by GOD's Working in us.” 


You ſee, according to the Judgment of oar Reformers, 
not only the Offering of CHRIST's Body, and the Shed- _ 
ding of CHRIST's Blood, but alſo his perfect fulfilling 


of the Law, are the adequate Price of our Redemption. 


Vet Mr. Weſley is pleaſed to exclude the latter; and ven- 5 
tures to affirm that he has the Authority of our Church 
for ſuch an re, 255 for ſuch a Practice. 2 
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or at what you aim. Does Aſpa/i9 plead the Arti- 


cles for any ſuch Purpoſe? Not that he ſhould be 
® afraid, in Caſe there was an evident Occaſion, to 
Advance ſach a Plea, and perhaps might put Mr. 
M eſfey to greater Difficulty than he is aware of, in 
order to ade the Force of it.—But he does not in | 
i this Place come within View of the Point; nor ſo 
much as remotely hint at it, No, nor in any Part 


of the three Volumes, does he once touch upon ab- 
ſolute Pre deflination, much leſs does he plead the Ar. 
ticles of our Church in its Defence. So that your 


| inferential Word << 5 18 a Concluſion with- 


out Premiſes. | 


Abſolute predeſtination is a Phraſe not to be 
found | in all the Dialogues, or in any of the Letters, 


But it is a Phraſe which Mr. Meſſey thinks to be 


alarming and diſguſting, on which Mr. IL, ey has 
learned to ſay many horrivle and ſhocking Things ; I 
therefore be it right or wrong, be it true or falſe, 
3 Aſpa/ hall be charged with the obnoxious Expreſ- 5 
5 fon -W hen he mentions Predeſtination, it is in 
the very Words of Scripture ; - without dwelling | 
upon the Subject; without reſting his Cauſe upon 5 
it; without attempting either to explain, or to eſta- 
5 bliſh in” This he leaves, and ever will leave, 0 
clearer Heads and abler Pens. As to your < abſo- 
PE lute,” this is not what Aſpaſis ſpeaks, but what 
Mr. Is ey would make him ſpeak, a Word, which 
in this Connection he never uſed, nor ſo much as 
areamt of uſing, for which Reaſon, I call. it, not 
his, but jours, —May 1 not then retort your own 
5 Queſtion! ? And aſk, is it fair, is it honeſt, to put in- 


| x6 your F riend's Mouth Words 2 he never uſed, 
7 and nen exclaim W them? 8 


| Wh at 
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What follows in this Paragraph is prodigious. i in- 
deed, „ Secing the xviith Acticle barely defines the 
„ Term;” that is, the Chuick does not believe 


the 8 nor require any ſuch Belief from her 
Members? Why then does ſhe ſelect it for one of 


the Articles? Why pronounce it agrees ple to GOD's 


Word? Why torbid Diſputation againſt it? Pity, 
but we had been acquainted with this fine Diſtinction 
when we were Students at Oxford—We then de- 


clared our Approbation of the academical Statutes; 


we engaged to obſerve them all, and confirmed our 

Engagement with an Oath.— But how eaſily might 
Ve have cluded the Obligation, if. when called up- 
on for Conformity and Obedience, this Salvo had 
come into our Heads; * The Univerſity does not in 


« theſe Statutes, ſet forth our Duty, but barely de- 


ines the Terms ; ſhe does not inſiſt upon a Con- 
© formity, but only flourithes : a little upon Terms, 
r and leaves us to obey or diſobey, as > we ſhall feel 8 


” ourſelves inclined.” ; | 
« Barely defines the Term, without 1 af 


ce firming or denying the Thing.” —How ! Does 


ſhe not affirm the Thing? when ſhe {tiles It an ex- 


cellent Benefit of GO: 52 Declares it to be full of 


 fiveet; pleaſant, and unſpcakable Comfort to the God- 


ly ? That it gr eatly eſtabliſhes and confirms their Faith 
97 eternal Salvation, and fervently kindles their Love _ 
towards GOD? © Not afficm the hing!“ When 
ne expreſly aſcribes ſuch Fruits 2ud Conſequents 0 
it! This is not only affirming, but affirming witn 
the higheſt Approbation, like proclaiming the Kine, 


85 and placing the Crown upon his Head. 


Jn ons Fare of your Pr ger vative, you enumerate, 
and "er e diſplay, what you call © the five 
ENT Bene- 
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« Benefits of Baptiſm, ”” Suppoſe a Duater, upon read- 
ing this Paſſage ſhould ſay, Friend Meſſey, thou barely 


« defineſt the Term, thou neither affirmeſt nor de- 
| ee nieſt the Thing—This 1 is no Proof that thou thy- : 
| « ſelf believeſt a Tittle of Water Baptiſm, or would- 

« eſt have thy Readers believe the Reality of any 


« ſuch Ordinance.” Should the Prater argue thus, 


he would argue juſt like yourſelf. But I apprehend 
he would not be ſo boldly diſingenuous, he would 


rather confeſs ; „Friend J doth 5 main- 


tain and love theſe Things ; but his Opinion ; 
dais miſtaken, and his Arguments are inconclu- 
| « five,” „ The xxxiſt Article totally overthrows 


& Predeſtination, and razes it from the F oundation,” 


If ſo, it makes one Article contradict another: Con- 

| ſequently, weakens the Authority, and undermines. 

| the Credibility of them all. In this Article are two 
Points more particularly proper for our Enquiry. 
The great Salvation, and the Number of the Saved — 
I cannot but query, whether you believe the former, ; 


or rizhtly underſtand the latter? 
The great Salvation, expreſſed in the rallowing 


: Words: „The Offering of CHRIST once made, 
0 18 that perfect Redemption, Propitiation, and Sa- 
S tisfaction for all the Sins of the whole World, 

both original and actual.“ If I take theſe Words | 

as J am enjoined, in the literal and grammatical 


| Senſe, I muſt believe, that CHRIST engaged to 


fatisfy offended Juſtice, for every Sin which J have 


committed, or ſhall commit, throughout my whole 
Life. My paſt Sins at that Time, had no more Ex- 
iſtence, than my future Sins have at this Hour, but 


. were quay. laid upon wy LO RD. 


Having 
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__ Hawng undertaken this greateſt of all Works, 1 
5 muſt believe that he fully accompliſned it; and ac- 
tually ſatisficd for all my Eranſereifions,” of every 
Kind and every Date. A Po rs or mere Chance 


of being redeemed, can never be reckoncd a perfect 


| Redemption; neither would our 8 AVIOUR have 


paid down a poſitive Price for a precarious condi- 
tional Good, mach leſs would he ha ve paid an im- 
menſe, an infinite Price, upon a bare Uncer unty, | 


whether it ſhould take any Effect, or ever obtain 
its defired End! believe therefore, that te Satil- 
faction is made for ec, that GOD ha -ived the 
: all- ſufficient Atonement 1 in Behalf of all my Provo- 
cations, and that there is no more Ground of Con- 


dem nation for me a vile Sinner, th an t there is Room 


for the Proſecution of an Inſolvent, all whoſe Lebts | 


are defrayed, even to the very laſt Mite. 
The Number of the Saved, ex prejied | in thoſe 


Words—The Sins of the whole T/orld. This | ac- 
knowledge to be the Language of Scripture; and I. 
promiſe myſelf you will 5 with me, while I of- 
ter my Thoughts, concerning the Occaſion and the 


Import of ſuch Lan Zuage. 


In the gp #7 Pa "and Piiriarchal Ages, the 


LORD JEHOVAH confined his Favour to a 


few particular Families. When he formed his //- 


ral into a commonwealth, he choſe them to him 
ſelf, and ſeparated them from all other Nations. 
To them he gave his Oracles, his Ordinances and 
his Covenants, yea, he honoured and indulged them 
with his divine Preſence : In this the Iſraelites g glo- 
Tied; they appropriated this Privilege to themſelves, 

and held other People at a Diſtance, looking upon 


Ny them as Strangers, and without GOD in the World; 


hence | 


hence that choſen Seed ſpares not to ſay, 7 We . 


cc thine thou never bareſt Rule over them; they 
« were not cailed by thy Name.” —At the Cams 


mencement of the MESSIA H's Kingdom, the 


LORD purpoſed to change the Scene, and vary 
the Diſpenſation, by admitting both Vetus and Gen- 
| files to an intereſt in the great Salvation; as they 
were equally chargeable with Sin, and equally liabſe 
to the C urſe, they ſhould now ſtand upon a Level; 
he equally Sharers in that divine SAVIOUR, who 


ſubmits to be made Sin, and to be made a Curſe for 


both alike. This the HOLY GHOST expreſly 
and repeatedly promiſed, Ho (that is, the REDEEM. 


ER which is to come) Di ſpeak Peace unte the Hea- 


then; His Dominion hail be from Sea, even to Sec, 

and from the River even to the End of the Ear th. 
Notwithſtanding ſuch Prophecies, and ſuch P ro- 

miſes, our LORD himſelf, when he entered upon 


| his Miniftry, acted a diſcriminating Part, and kept 
. up the Par tition Hall; in Parſuance of that decla- 


ration, I am nat ſent, but unto the loft Sheep of the 
Houſe of Tirael. When he ſent forth his Diſciple 
to preach and to teach, he gave them alſo a Com- 
mand to ſhew the ſame partial Regard; Go Je nei 


Into the ay of the Gentiles. This Conduct of 
LORD, both under the old 'Feſtament and the 


new, confirmed the Jews in their (elf: flattering No- 
tion, that they were, and ever ſhould be, a favourites: 
Nation, and a peculiar * cople. Ahe Gentiles G11 


the other Hand, were no leſs diſcouraged; appre- ? 
| hending that as they were, ſo they ever ſhould be, 
Aliens from the Commonwealth of Iſrael, But in ar- 


der to convince the Jews of their Miſtake, 1 in claim- 
ing the Blefing of Abraham to chem ſelves, and. 11 
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order to aſſure the poor diſcunied Gentiles that they 
ſhould be Fellow- Heirs and of the ſame Body; our | 
LORD), in his laſt Charge # his Apoſtles, alters 
the Stile of his Commiſſion, and enlarges the Sphere 
of their ſeveral Departments. It is now no longer, 
Go not into the Way of the Gentiles, but quite the 1e- 

verſe, Go teach all Nations, all the World, yea, and 
every Creature, whoſoever believeth, whether Jew or 


Gentile, ſhall be ' Javed. 


Still the Jeros were hardly induced: to give the right 


Hand of Fellowthip to their Brethren the Gentil - 


For St. Peter cries, with ſome Indignation Net fo, 
LORD. Still the Gentiles, hardly perſuaded that 
they ſhould be Partakers of the Grace, reaſoned 

againſt themſelves; The LORD hath utterly ſepa- 

rated me from his People, —Therefore the LORD, 
to intercept all the deſponding Objections of the lat. 
ter, and to bring down the high diſdainful Imagina- 
tions of the former, declares in a Variety of Places, 
that the Difference no longer ſubſiſts, that CHRIST 


3 has thrown down the Partition Wall, and laid al! 


plain and common, and free. — Though the giving 
of the Law pertained to 1/rael only, the LORD 
JESUS gave himſelf a Ranſom for ALL PeoeLE. 
Though the paſchal Lamb extended its Influence 


only to the Circumciſion, the LAMB of GOD: 3 


a Propitiation for the Sins of the whole Werld, even 


though it be not circumciſed. And now G OR = 


would have all Men, whether bond or free, Jeu 


or Gentiles, Greeks or Barbarians, to be ſaved, by . 


coming unto tlie Knowledge of the Fam. 
T bis Account gives us the true Cauſe, aol points 
15 out the intended Uſe, of ſuch univerſal Phraſes, 
iy hey a are cranes to abate the Pride of the Jews, 
„„ | 10 
PL 


2 1 . 


[ the Chain of your Sins,“ 
Men, that “ there is no Health in you?” All this 
3 Weſley ſpeaks with his Lips, and ! would hope 
os believ es in his Heart. Vet all this does not amount 
e to a notorious Tranigreſſor.“ Pray then, good Sir, 
inform us, what Sort of 1 T rauſgreflor | is deſcrib.d by 
all theſe Expreflions. EO» 
Fou ery out, syren Song!“ The Plalmiſt ; 
| would have taught you. a better Exclamation. 1 
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to encourage the deſpiſed Gentiles, and by excluding 
none, they give Encouragement for al! to come, be⸗ 
cauſe, though every individual Perſon will not be 
ſaved, yet whoſoever cometh ſhall in no wiſe be caſt out. 
By this Interpretation, the Phraſe is neither in- 

_ conſiſtent with other Texts, neither does our Church 
contradict herſelf, | 
| Upon the whole, you will pleaſe to be that 
F 1 ſhould never have touched upon this Subject, had 

not your Objections, far fetched and forced as they 

are, given me a kind of Challenge. And now l 
haue touched upon the Subject, it is not as a Cham- 
pion for the Cauſe, but only to ſhew the Weaknefs 
and the Inconſiſtency of your arguing, how little 
| you avall yourſelf even on a Point, w here you think 

"Oppolicion. vain, and your Arm irreſiſtible, 
| © Believers, who are notorious Tranſgreſſors in 
E: « themſelves, have a ſinleſs Obedience in CHRIST; 85 
tis Paſſage you ſelect as faulty, I preſume, be- 
cCuauſe it is oppoſite to your ſavourite Tenet, „Per- 
feltion in perſonal Holineſs. - By notorious, 1 
mean acknowledged, confeſſed, indiſputably ſuch. If 

| you are not ſuch a Trantgreflor, why do you daily 
confeſs yourſelf * a miſerable Sinner?“ Why do you. 

acknowledge, that you are © tied and bound with 
and declare before all 


» 


this 
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this is the Caſe, let us rejoice with trembling Are 
we notorious T' ranſgreſſors! in Ourſelves? The Con- 
ſciouſneſs of this is the ſtrongeſt Motive to Humili- 
ty Have we a ſinleſs Obedience in CHRIST? 
The Belief of this is an abundant Source of Joy, 
When you add “ pleaſing Sound to James I heath! 
« Thomas Williams James Rcilly !“ J am quite 
aſhamed of your Meanneſs, and grieved at your un- 
charitable Raſhneſs. How unworthy is ſuch a Pro- 
cedure, either of the Gentleman, the Chriſtian, or 
the Man of Senſe! Unworthy the Gentleman, to 
ſtigmatize by Name, and expoſe to the moſt public 
Infamy. Unworthy the Chriſtian, whoſe Charity 
concealeth, rather than divulgeth and proclaimeth _ 
upon the Houſe Tops.—Unworthy the Aan of 
Senſe, who knows that the Mifcarriages of a Pro- 
feſſor, are no Argument againſt the Soundach of a 
Doctrine; if they were, would not your own Prin- 
_ ciples otter ? Nay, how could 1 itle!t = 
ſtand? 8 
Elijah failed in his Wien 18 even Ae 
bimſelf ſpake unadviſedly with his Lips. © It is 
« true, ſays Mr. NHeſſey. But if you could likewiſe 
« fix ſome Blot upon venerable Samuel, and beloved 
Z Daniel, it would prove nothing. have no De- 
fire to fix a Blot, but if I find it in the moſt accom- 
pliſhed Character, this proves the Propoſition, which 
Aßpaſio maintains; « That the very beſt of Men 
„ fall ſhort, that the very beſt of Men will be found. 
«* guilty, if tried by the righteous Lau That the very 
«© beſt of Men, have nothing more to plead for Me 
e ceptance with the HIGH and HOLY one ; than 2 
„ the Criminal, who Yeſterday murdered bis Be- 
15 a nefactor; T o- morrow is to be executed for his 
60 Crime, 
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« Crime, and is now flying to the Redemption that 


« is in CHRIST JESUS for the Chief of 


£& Sinners. 


« No Scripture teaches that the Holineſs c of Chriſ- 
< tians is to be meaſured by that of any Jew.” 1 


| ſhould be afraid to advance ſuch a Poſition, after 
having read that general Exhortation, Be ye Follnuwers 


| of them, who through Faith and Patience inherit the 

\ Promiſes; and thoſe more particular References to 
the antient Saints, comprized in the eleventh Chapter 
to the Hebrews. Were not they Jews ? Does not 

the Apoſtle propoſe them as Patterns for our Imita- 


tion? Is not this his Language, let us alſo in Con- 


5 formity to their Practice? The Spirit of CHRIST 


was in them; and © they obtained, (even from the 


<6 ſupreme. JUDGE) a good Report.” Apreeably to 
this divine Teftimonial, we are directed to learn 
from Abel, a fiduciary Dependence on the great 
Atonement, and from Enoch, a Life of Commu- 
nion with a reconciled GOD. The Prophets are 
recommended to our Contemplation, as © Examples 
c of: ſuffering Affliction, and of Patience,” El- 
= jah i is ſet before us as an Inſtance of perſevering and - 
ſucceſsful Prayer: And we are directed to walk in 
te Steps of our Father Abraham's Faith. This was 
the Counſel of an Apoſtle to others; this was the 
Aim of an Apoſtle with regard to bimfelf; therefore = 
I think, it can never be unworthy of you, or unfit _ 
| for the moſt advanced among your Diſciples. For 
my Part, I ſhall reckon myſelf truly happy; I ſhall 
| bleſs the Day, whereon I was born; if I may but 
be enabled to follow the F ootſteps of mel illuſtrious * 


i Leaders, though 
| - — — - Non 248 bus pus. 5 


That 
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That Chriſtians ought to riſe above the Leyel of the 
common Fes, Iffreely own. Mr J/:/l:y's Miſtake 


ſeems to lay in confounding the common with the un- 


common, in not iifcerning. the Difference between 


any and every ; between ſome and all, Some Jews 
were bleſſed with extraordinary Endowments, they 
had diſtinguiſhed Communications of the Spirit of 
Wiſdom and Holineſs. They were as the“ Stones 
«of a Crown, lifted up as an Enſign upon his 


„% Land.” Their great Atchievements and eminent 


Attainments are deſcribed in the aforementioned 
Chapter, which may truly be ſtiled the Golden Le- 
gend; great Things impoſſible to Fleſh and Blood, 

they both performed and ſuffered. Such as characte- 
riſe a Saint of the higheſt Rank. — To imitate theſe 
is the Duty of all Chriſtians; to equal them is the 
Privilege of few. 2 ts 
Leet me illuſtrate this Sentiment; the es, 3 
apprehend, will hardly think it needs Confirmation, — 
Every Graduate in the Univerſity, much more every 


_ Miniſter of the Goſpel, ought to exceed the School 


- oy in Learning and Knowledge —Yet there have 
been School Boys with whom few Miniſters, and 


fewer Graduates, will venture to compare them- | 


ſelves. A recent Inſtance of this Kind, we have ; 


in the famous Baratier. This wonderful Vouth 


when he was but four Vears old, ſpoke French to | 


| his Mother, Latin to his Father, High Dutch to his 


Maid. At the Age of fix, he explained the Hebrew 
Text, as ready as if it had been his native German, 
When other Lads. are ſcarce able to read with Flu- 
ency and Propriety their Mother Tongue, he was 
not only acquainted with, but Maſter of, five ſeve- 
bal Languages. . In his eleventh Year he publiſhed. a 


learned * 


A 
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learned Latin Diſſertation, and tranſlated a Book of 


Travels, out of Hebrew into French. While a mere 
Boy he was qualified to diſpute with Profeſſors of the 
Sciences, was honoured with a Seat at an eccleſiaſ- 
tical Synod, and admitted to the Degree of Doctor 


in Philoſophy. Upon this Narrative I ſhall only 
obſerve, that many of the Fews, whoſe Names are 


_ immortalized in Scripture, were, in Faith, in God- 


lineſs, and all that is exemplary, ſo many Baratiers. © 


Do not the beſt of Men frequently feel Diſor- 
« der in their Aﬀections ? Do they not often com- 
« plain, when 1 would do good, Evil is preſent 
„ with me?” I believe not.“ What a Proof is 


| here! How well ſuited to its Office; which is to 
cControul the Current, and over-rule the Evidence of 


ancient and modern Conſent. But Why don't you 


believe what Aſpaſeo ſuppoſes ? Is your Diſbelief 


grounded on Fact? Are you acquainted with any 


People, who feel no Diſorder in their Affections? 
Who always do good in the completeſt Manner? 
And never have Evil preſent with them? If ſo, 
what are their Names? Where do they live? We 
would go many Miles to ſee them. You have no 
Averſion to the Mention of Names, when Cenſure 
is the Motive, and public Diſgrace the Effect, why 
mould you be ſo reluctant, when Honour and diftine. 
guiſhed Reſpect would be the Conſequence ? 
Do they not ſay, we groan, being burdened with 
the Workings of inbred. Corruption 2 „% This 
« is not the Meaning of the Text. The whole 


„Context ſhews the Cauſe of that Giotaing was 
6 their longing to be with CHR „ You need 


not on this 8 rummage the Content, er te 


a þ Journey to und What! is at Jour. Door. The Sen- 


0 2 „ Renee | 
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tence itſelf ſhews, as plainly as Words can ſhew, 
the Cauſe of their Groaning. We groan, it is not 


| ſaid becauſe we long to be with CH RIST. This 
might be a Truth; but this is not the Cauſe aſ- 


ſigned, We groan becauſe we are burdened.” 


Burdened with what? Aſpaſio anſwers with a Body 
of Sin and Death, or with what the Apoſtle him- 
ſelf ſtiles ro b This, whatever it means, was 
the Load that encumbered them, oppreſſed them, 
and made them figh ardently for Deliverance. 
Does not this ſignify all the Infirmities and Diſorders 
of the preſent mortal State? Among which the ſad 
Effects of inbred Corruption, are none of the leaſt. 
Theſe gave thoſe magnanimous, but pious Souls, 
more Uneaſineſs than all der Kinds of Affliction : 
Whatever 1 TIT 


The Cure of Sin will be SY in - Hove. - 


* Nay, ſurely in Paradiſe.” — Aſþaſio knows no 
Difference between Paradiſe and Heaven ; Paradiſe : 
is the Kingdom where CH RI ST reigns; and is 
not this Heaven? Paradiſe is the Region where the 
Tree of Life grows; and is not this Heaven? Hea- : 
ven denotes the Place, Paradiſe deſcribes its Na- 


ture, a Place of conſummate Bliſs and abſolute Per- 


| tection, - where is the F ulneſs of Joy and Plea- 


ſure 2 


* 5 0 We groan, being 3 -with a Senſe of = 50 
95 ipiritual Infirmities, and with the Workings of in- 
_ * bred Corruption.” This is A/pa/o's Interpretation, 


We proan, being burdened with numberleis Infirmi- 1 
ties, Temptations and Sins.“ This is Mr. Weſley's 
| Interpretation in his Expoſitory Notes on the New Teſ. 

tament. Yet here he denies what there he affirms.— 


It is ſaid, I think of 1/maecl; His Hand will be againſt 
very Man. Mr. Meſiey goes a Step farther, His Hand 
ie againſt ae. as well as . every voy elſe. 
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ſure for evermore. —However, if it can be proved, 


that they are different Abodes, and imply different 
States *; then Ajpaſt 9 would be underſtood to ſay, 
the ves of Sin is completed in Paradiſe ; or as ſoon 

as the Believer drops his F leſh, and enters the invi- 


ſible World. 


This (a perfect Conformity to G0)! is a no- 


ble Prerogative of the beatific Viſion. No; 


ſays Mr. J/:/fley. Though St. John, one would 5 
think, had ſettled and aſcertained this Point beyond 
all Contradiction e hall be like him, for we ſhall 
: fee him, as be 1s.—< We ſhall,” which intimates, 
| that at preſent we are not perfectly like him“ For, 
which denotes the efficient Cauſe of this Advance- 
ment and Felicity; this complete Transformation 
into the divine Image“ We ſhall ſee him,” no 
longer through a Glaſs, but Face to Face. We 
ſhall receive the cleareſt Manifeſtation of his ineffa- 


ble Holineſs and Glory, which will have juſt the 


ſame Effect upon our Souls as the e Seal has | 
upon the melting Wax. 
| & It would then come too late, Tf Sia remains 
| 00; in us till the Day of Judgment, it will remain 


93 : . in 


3 st. Paul, 1 am aware, ſpeaks of Heaven kad ks 


of Paradiſe, 2 Cor. xii. 2, 4. So does David ipeak of 


riſing up into the Hill of the LORD, and of ſtanding in is 


Holy Place — But as the ſame Thing, though variouily 


_ expreſſed, is meant by the P/almi/?, | think we may not 
_ unreaſonably underſtand the Ahoſtle in the ſame Manner. 
If they had been different Habitations, methinks he 
Would have mentioned Paradiſe firſt, and then the third 


| Heavens. Otherwiſe he tells the Story but aukwardly ; 


for he firſt mentions his Arrival at the third Heavens, and 
then at Paradiſe, that is, according to Mr. Weſley; firſt 
ble was led into the Preſence, aud then introduced to tho . 

1 Ayit. Chamber, 1 3 | 


e 
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« in us for ever.” —You ſuppoſe, that the beatific 
Viſion is not enjoyed, till the Day of Judgment. 
But in this you ſeem to err, not knowing the Scrip- 
ture. I have a Deſire, ſays the Apoſtle, 1% be % 
ſolvel And what is the Conſequence, the imme 
diate Conſequence of Diſſolution? To be with 
CHRIST; in his Preſence ; before his Throne; 
and is not this the keatific Viſion? WÄilling (lays the 5 


ſame inſpired Writer) 10 be abſent from the Body, and 5 


preſent with the LORD. —Here is no Hint of any _ 
intermediate State, but the very Moment in which 
the Saints depart from their Bodies, they are preſent 

with the LORD; and if with the LORD, then 


in the higheſt Heavens; then at the F ountan Head — 
of Felicity ; then amidſt the  beatific Hiſion.— I. 3 


Heaven Elijah was conveyed in his fiery Chariot; 


and into Heaven the hrit /Zariyr was received by his : 1 
8 compaſſionate SAV LOUR.—-Neither of them waited _ 


in ſome intervening Manſion, as a Kind of Lobby to 
the Heaven of TBS: his is the Popilh N otion, 5 


and very cloſely connected with the Chimera of Fur. 
gatory; ſo cloſely connected, that if you take away 


the former, the latter drops into nothing—l am 
ſorry, your Opinions, Sir, are ſo much like the Er- 
rors of the Man of Sin. f 5 
Our preſent Blefledneſs does not confilt in "holes 1 5 
free from Sin. © I really think it does. 0 Spoke 
like Mr. Meſley. nes L. think, 1 ſtill the Argumentum 


Palmarium. 1 think, * is the heavy Artillery, 


which 1 is to demoliſh Brigades at a Blow, only here. 


dit IS ſtrengthened and enforced by that emphati- 


cal Word <* really. 15 —But if our preſent Bleſſed- : 
nels. does really. conſiſt in being tree from Sin, 


here OY 


| where are your bleſſed Perſons? We may truly ſay, (1 
| 


_ Abparent rari nates in gurgite vaſto. VIRG. 


No; this can hardly be ſaid, Virgil's Deſcription is 
too full, inſtead of ſecing a very few, here and there 
one, popping up their Heads, in the great and wide 
; Ocean of the World; we are not able to find fo 
much as an Individudl; e us one, only one of theſe 
Angels in Fleſh and Blood, and it ſufficeth us. 
Whereas, if you perſiſt in maintaining your finleſs 
Perfection, yet cannot produce a ſingle Inſtance, to 
exemplify your Notion, will you not give too juſt a 
Handle for that ſarcaſtic Reflection, uſed on another 
5 Occaſion? 15 155 


: IVith Wieſe many ; this Cauſe did abound, 
5 With ſome that were hang'd, and fome that were d; xv 45 
. And Je: that were 1 45 and ſome never found. 


"Theſe are - Apa 72's Words It (our preſent. 
66; Imperfection) perpetually reminds us of a moſt 
important Truth, that our preſent Bleſſedneſs 
« conſiſts, not in being free from all Sin, but in 
© having no Sin imputed to us,” He took particular 
Cure to guard his Meaning from Miſconſtruction, by 
adding the Word all : Left this Word, becauſe it is 
little of Stature, ſhould be overlooked, he printed it 
in Italics. But all this Precaution is thrown awa 
upon Mr. Weſley. He takes no Notice of this fame 
little Word; 3 nay, he ſhuts it entirely out of his 
Quotation; as though he ſhould fay, Where is 
« the Harm of ng: under the Hatches ſuch a 
_« puny inſignificant Monoſyllable ? I would have it 
to know, I ſhall ere long turn adrift more moch = 


6 52 d portly Words than that,” 


2 
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Aſpaſio alſo took Care to confirm his Sentiments 


| by a Reference to Scripture, he ſupported himſelf by 
the Authority of King David. Mr. Weſley having a 


little while ago laboured to depreciate, now ventures 
to contradict the royal Pjaimifl. Bleſſed, (fays the | 
Pſalmiſt) is the Man—Who is free from Sin? Who 
is perfectly ſanctified? This is not the Doctrine, 
which the ſweet Singer of Ifrael teaches, but bleſſed 
29 VE; whoſe Tranſgreſſion is forgiven, whoſe Sin is co- 
vered. Deeply impreſſed, and quite charmed, with _ 
the Contemplation of this moſt ſubſtantial Happiness, 1 15 
the ſacred Writer proclaims it; repeats it; yes, a 
third Time he celebrates it; crying out with Ardour _ 
of Joy, Bleſſed is the Man, unto whom the LORD. = 
imputeth no Iniquity *. (Neither that Iniquity which _ 
woas formerly committed, nor that which ftill de- 
flles .) Bleſſed indeed! May I live under a firm 
Perſuaſion of my own particular Intereſt, in this 
unſpeakable Privilege | May I find it made good to 
my Soul, at the univerſal Judgment! hen let 
| Others take the Kingdoms of this World, and all the 
Glory of them.—And as for Aſpaſio, he may reckon _ 
his Credit ſafe, and his Opinion fully authoriſed, 
while he eſpouſes the Doctrine, and uſes the very 8 


Words of the unerring SPIRIT. 


« If we are not free from Sin, we are not Chriſ- 5 

« tian Believers”.—What an Aſſertion is here! Afer= 

tion, for | dare not call it a Truth. — If it was, Who 1 
ten could be faved? Not one of a thouſand; not 
tao of a Million ; no, nor Mr. John Te efley himſelf, e 

„ - | nes 
3 Pal arri. LY 4 Should any EP Ts ariſe 1 the 
next Sentence, the Reader may ſee it anticipated, and 


: foperloded, 1 in Theron and A hae. Vol. I. Pag 2295 yy 
Pe — Plat, XV, 3˙ 
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ſince out of his own Mouth he ſtands condemned. 


ie makes this Acknowledgment, concerning him- 
F elf and his Followers, 6 We know by melancholy 


Experience what it is to neglect Works of Righ- 


„ teguſneſs.” To corroborate his Confeſſion, he 
adds, We know and feel by melancholy Experi- 
« ence, what it is to ſwerve from our firſt Love, 
60 We feel by Expericy ce“ He is willing to 
run the Hazard of autology, rather than an 
3 ſhould ſuſpect the dincerity and Truth of his 
Proteſtation.— And can you after ſuch a Confeſſion, 
after ſuch a Proteſtation, pretend to be free from Sin? 
Is all this, which you know of yuurſelf, and feel by 
: Experience, conſiſtent with a uli State? Juſt as 
much as a Lethargy is confi ſtent with the Vigour of 
- Health, ora {hameful Flight with a glorious Victory. ; 
See, Sir, how you are entangled | in your own Net, 
| how, without being chaſed by an Ene my, you run 
FE: yourſelf aground. Net will all your Dexterity, ſo 
long as you avow ſuch palpable inconliſtencies, be 
| able to ſet you clear. 5 
| You attempt to confirm your Opinion! by che 
. Apoſtle: 8 Declaration; ; Being made free fre: 1 Sin 
But he and You mean different hings by the ſame 


: Words—He means being freed from the Dominion 7 
# Sin—This is agreeable to his own ee Sin 


1 (o xupicures) mall not lord It; over  YOU=—L It may 
Aſſault you; it may hares you; it may gain 
ſome Advantage over you; but it {hall not obtain a 


Ful Victory, nor play the Tyrant over you. To the 


185 ie and Neceſſity of this Freedom, if ever 
we would 47 IC ve ourſ]ves Diſciples of GHRIST;.:- 
N Chriſtias: indeed, J readily ſubſcribe—V\ hereas, : 
25 | you-r mean being free from tas very Remainder's of Sin. 


6. Haying 
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„ Having a Purity ('tis your own Explanati ton) free 
4 from all Mixture of its Contrary, and a Refigna- : 
6 tion excluding every Degree of Self. will, <7  Againdt : 
the Exiſtence, or the Poſiibility of this F reedom, {5 
long as we ſojourn. in a : Bocy of. o lelh, 1 enter my 
Procelt. ET „ | 
If we were perfect in | Piety, « R IST's prieftly 
| Office would be 8 | ee No, we ſhould ſti'! 
* need his Spirit, ant conſequently his Interceflion,” 
But were we perfect, we ſhould receive the Spirit 
without an Interceſſor An Imerceſſor implies: an 
Alienation between the two Parties; Or ſomething | 
Which, without the Intervention of a third Perſon, 
would create Alienation.— The priefily Office, Whe=- _ 
ther of atoning, or of interceding, is founded on a E 
State of Guilt, to this it bears an eſlential and in va- a 
riable Relation. — Does Calc exerciſe his prieſtly 
Ogice | in Behali of An: gels | Noe. becauſe they excel f 
in Strength, and ar > perf: ct Holineſs — WI © 
_ CHRIS 7 exerciſe his prieſtly Office, when all his 
Saints are recei ived into Glory? N o, becauſe ew. 
E there will be an abſolute Confummation both i 
: Body and Soul, both in Rizhteouſneſs and Hanoi. : 
nets, a and the mediatorial 8 Lingdom be delivered up 


to the FATHER. —Pid: CHR [ST exerciſe bis . 
prieſtly Office before Pte eli? No, becauſe Sin 

tad no Exiſtence then, and then the Language was, 
Let Man bz vl, ed; not, Deliver hum ns going down 


"000 the Pit. i | | 


__ eraph, 0 the Adele Side of the Leaf, 1 upon - 
your favourite Notion; Perfeclion of Holineſs, even 


while we continue in Hour of Clay. "06 Þ look : 


: 5505 your F oundztion to ve 2 a mere e Deluſion, I mu - 
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of courſe conclude, all that you build upon it to be 
chimerical and deluſory; therefore, till you prove 

pyour Suppoſition, I have no Reaſon to concern my- 

ſelf with any of your Conſequences deduced from 


it, or with any of your Allegations relating to it. 5 
On one Clauſe, however, let me beſtow a Night , 


| Animadverſion. 5 


| Aſpaſu ſays, a Senſe of. remaining inbred Cbiruß⸗ 
tion will reconcile us to Death; Mr. I:/ley, replies, 
„Indeed it will not: Nor will any Thing do this 
like perfect Love.“ Here think you have miſ- 
| fed the Mark. Nothing can reconcile us to Death 
but that which takes away its Sting; and this is 
done only by the Atonement. of CHRIST. No- 
. thing can reconcile us to Death but that which de- 
livers us from its Terror, and this is effected only 
by the Sacrifice of our great HIGH- PRIEST; 
| which has converted the King of Terrors, into 5 
= Meflenger of Peace: Nothing can reconcile us to 
Death, but that which makes it deſirable to depart, 
and Gain to die; and this is owing, wholly owing 
to him who od: for us, that whether we wake or 


” Ieep, we ſhould live together with him. 


Old Simeon found, that nothing could reconcile 


5 hs to Death, ſo much as a bclieving View of the 


LORD's CHRIST, ſeeing GOD made Fleſh; 
ſeeing him as his own SA VIOUR, he was enabled 
not only to acquieſce in the Summons, but to wel- 

come it as a Deliverance—He was enabled to ſa) 

With Compoſure and Complacency, LORD, now. 
; letteſt thou thy Servant depart in Peace. Not becauſe 1 
am weary of this imperfect State ; not becauſe I am 
perfect in divine Love; but . mine Eyes hade 
- f en thy Salvation, — Thou Zh you may not like to imi- 


tate 


20% © LETTERS TO THE a. 
tate a Jew, I moſt heartily wiſh for myſelf ; let me 
die the Death of this moſt venerable a and let 
my latter End be like his! = 
If you ſtill perſiſt in your 8 that nothing 
can reconcile you to Diſſolution like the imagined 
Perfection of your Love, not the Blood by which 
the Saints overcame ; not the Rrighteonfneſs, by which 
they reign in Life, not the Grace and Power, which 
| have ſwallowed up Death in Victory; I muſt then 
daution you to take heed leſt you croſs, or attempt 15 
to croſs the River, in the Boat of vain Confidence, 
Lou have abridged, if I miſtake not, the Pilgrim's 


Progreſs, therefore can be at no loſs to underſtand my 


| Meaning. 


One Clauſe, 1 id Bet 1 e myſclf—There 


is another, ſo very extraordinary, that you might FF 


_ juſtly charge me with Inattention little ſhort of "AY : 
- pidity, if I ſhould paſs it over without Notice, Theſe 


re the Words“ If we were perfect in Piety (St. 


John's Word is, perfect in Love) we ſhould ftill 
8 be encompaſled with Infirmities, and liable to Miſ- 
© takes, from which Words or Actions might fol- 

„ low, even though the Heart was all Love, which 1 
„ were not exactly right.“ e 

7 This is ſtrange! 1 Wondrous firange Hales | 1 

2 Perfect, yet * encompaſſed with Infirmities P? Per- 
fect, © yet doing Actions, and ſpeaking Words not 
« exactly right!” You are as ſingular in your Idea, 
as you are ſtrenuous for the Doctrine of Perfection. oe 
1 know not any Protęſtant Writer that pretends to 
maintain the latter, yourſelf only excepted ; and as 


to the former, I think it could never enter into the 


Head of any Thing living, but Mr. Wiſley's only. 


| Ferſec, det encompaſſed with [nfirmitics,” is juſt as 
| ſound 


 Jound Morality. 


This is not the worſt Property of your Notion of 


Pertection, that it is abſurd and ſelf- contradictory. 
A Sentiment may be al/urd, yet not very pernicious. 


But this is an Error of the moſt malignant Kind, 
this was at the Bottom of the Phariſees Pride, and 
ſpirited them on to ſeek Juſtification by the Works 
of the Law; they knew full well, that their Obedi- 
ence was not complete, it did not come up to their 


ſacred and exalted Standard, but they had learnt ta 


ſoften and extenuate their Diſobedience, into Mat- 
ters © not exactly right.“ This i is the Cauſe, Why 


| People profeſſing Chrittianity, ſee no Form or Come- 
lineſs in CHRIST, io as to deſire him, with De- 


ſires that cannot be uttered; *tis true they are not 


perfect, they often offend bit then the Offences 

re only human Infirmitics ; Words and Actions 
HB << not exactly right.“ With this, which is indeed 
ee the Syren Song,” they lull their Souls into an In- 
ſenſibility of their ruined State, and A Diſregard 1 


| the all-ſuficient RED EEM E * 


Curſed (ſays the Law) 75 De ry one that continueth : 
not in all Things, whether they be great or ſmall! —And | 


Will you regard that, as a mere Infirmity, and con- ö 


ſiſtent with Perfection, on which the divine Law de- 


nounces a Curſe? Which the divine Law threatens _ 
with all Miſery here, and with everlaſting Venge- | 
ance hereafter ? The Apoſtle would probably chad; 


tiſe the Author, or Abettor of ſuch a Conceit, i in the 


following Manner; “ Wilt thou know, O vain 


«+ Man, that what thou calleſt a Matter “ not ex- 


_ «& actly right,“ is moſt horribly odious in the Eye 
* of GOD's inhnite Purity ; . deſerves eternal Death 


"66 in , 
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ſound Divinity, as true, yet addicted to lying, is 
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« the Eſtimate of his infinite Juſtice ; and could 
Ki never have been pardoned but by the atoning 
% Death of his infinitely majeſtic Son!“ 


Encompaſſed with Infirmities, yet the Heart all 
« Love! Words and Actions not exactly right, yet 


e the Man all Perfection!” 'Theſe are all Paradoxes 


which I never ſaw equalled, only in the Writings 
of ſome high-flown Papiſts. Mr, Meſſey's Words are 
not far from a Tranſlation, they are to a Nicety the 
Senſe, of thoſe very offenſive Paſſages, which I meet 
with in a Couple of Popiſh Zealots. Andradins, In- 
terpreter of the Council of Trent, writes thus; 
„ Venialia peccata & tam ſunt minuta & levia, ut 
non adverſentur perfectioni charitatis, nec im- 
<« pedire poſſunt perfectam aut abſolutam obedien- 
« tiam.”—Lindenus, another Champion for the ſame 
bad Cauſe, expreſſes himſelf in a more elegant, but 
in no leſs ſhocking a Manner; „ Levicula vitiola 
«6 lapſuum quotidianorum, e & nævula 
e ſunt: quæ per ſe non maculant & contaminant, 
e ſed quaſi pulviſculo leviter aſpergunt vitam chriſti- 
“ anam: ut nihilominus tamen per ſe ſint perfecta, 
* undique immaculata Renatorum opera in hac 
vita. . Mr. JF: e pleaſes to conſider theſe 


Paſſage 85 | 


N Venial Sins are ſo minute and winied; that they do 
not oppoſe the Perfection of our Love, nor can they hin- 
der our Obedience from being abſolutely perfect. | 


+ The little triſling Faults which are owing to our daily : 


| glips or Miſtakes, are like Specks, or almoſt impercepti- 


ble Moles upon the Body, which of themſelves do not _ 
ſtain or defile ; but as it were, with ſmall Particles of _ 
fine Duſt, lightly ſprinkle the Chriſtian Life; ſo that 
nevertheleſs the Works of the Regenerate may be of them- 
ſelves perfect, and in 2 all Reſpects immaculate, even in 
this Life. ; „ 
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Paſſages, I hope, ke will be induced to alter his 
Phraſe, and rectify his Notions.—If he pleaſes to 
tranſlate theſe Paſſages, his Followers may have an 
Opportunity of ſeeing, how nearly he approaches to 
ſome of the worſt Etro rs of Popery. And may 5 
hence be admoniſhed, not to imbibe, without due 
Examination, his Doctrines; nor ſubmit, with an 
implicit Credulity to his Dictates. 
„The Charges of the Law are all anf cred.” 
At this Sentence Mr. eſiiy is highly of ended. As 
the Lion is faid to laſh himſelf into Rage, f ſo my Ob- 
jector ſtirs himſelf up into a graceful J. indignation 3 :: 
ſtirs h1mpelr, for there is nothing in the Paſſage, or 
in the Context, to awaken ſuch a Flame of Zeal. 
If Mr. J/:fley had underſtood Aſpajes, according to 
the whole Tenour of his Diſcourſe, there would 
have been no Room for bringing Count Zimzendorf 
upon the Carpet, nor for making that injurious 
Concluſion, then neither GOD nor 1; any can claim 
any Obedience to the Law.” — This is what Hſpaſeo 
means: The Clains of the Law, as a Covenant of 


MN Works— The C! aims of the Law, as being the Con- 


dition of Life and Glory The Claims of the Law, 
as requiring perfect Obedience on Pain of eternal 
5 5 Death. Theſe Claims are all ſatisfled by our moſt 
bleſſed and gracious SURETY.—If not, they are ſtill 
incumbent upon us, and upon ev ery Child of Man. 
A Burden this, which neither awe nor gu Fathers 


d ꝓꝗere able to bear, which, heavier than the Sands of 


the Sea, would have funk us all into the nethermoſt 

Hell.— This Doctrine, therefore, is not “ Aatins- 

. muanim without a Maſk oy. but it is the Doctrine 
of 
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of Righteouſneſs without Works *, and of Juſtification ö 

without the Deeds of the Law . 

c Then neither GOD nor Man can an any 
« Obedience to the Law.” Yes, GOD Almighty 

may, and GD Almighty does claim our Obedi- 
ence to the Law; as a Rule of Life, he requires a 
Conformity to bis Precepts, as to the Image of him- 

ſelt; he demands a Performance of its Duties, as the 


Means of bringing Glory to his Name, and paying 
- Submiſion to bis Authority. And none will be ſo 


readily difpeſed, none will be fo effeQually enabled, 
to obey the whole Law z as thoſe who ſee themſelves * 
made righteous >» the Obedience of CHRIST, 
who are thereby delivered rom that tremendous 
Curſe, denounced on all Ungodlineſs and Unrighte- 
e of Men. 5 | 

Ajpaji o thus exhorts his rend tn me l you 
to imagine, rather may the bleſſed SPIRIT enable 


you to believe, that your Sins are expiated, through 3 


the Death of 7 E SUS CHRIST : That a Righ- 


teouſneſs is given you, by Virtue of which you may 


| bave free and welcome Acceſs to GOD.— This i 


« js not ſcriptural Language,” fays Mr. 17; Hey. 
: Therefore it cannot be ſound Doctrine, is his Way 
of arguing. Harmleſs enough I muſt own. But 
what follows is not quite ſo modeſt, “ I would 
5 « {imply ſay ;” and ſurely what 7 would ſay, muſt be — 
amexceptionably right : This is the Concluſion we are to 
make; otherwiſe what you alledge, is of no Weight 
at all.—“ I would ſimply ſay, By him we have Ac- _ 
. ceſs to the FATHER,” This is beyond all 


. Objection, proper.—lt is taken from the Apoſtle, _ 


TY and] it includes what Aſpaft exprefles. —T he Apoſtle's 2 
OY ge | 


y Rom, iv. 6. F. Rom, i Ul, 28, | 
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Language is the Ingot of Gold; A pas Sentiment 
is a Thread drawn, or a Leaf beaten from it. Me- 
thinks before I diſmiſs this Topic, I would deſire 
you to turn back a Moment, and reconſider what 
you have affirmed— Vour Sins are expiated, is not 
this ſcriptural Language? What elſe meaneth that 
Expreſſion of the Apoſtle? Fig ro 1haotco Ja ras 
epaplias To Amy, .* Jo make Expiation for the IS 
« Sins of the People *.” A Righteouſneſs is given 
you, is not this the ſcriptural Way of ſpeaking? 
BE They who receive the Gift of Righteonſneſs, th ſhall 
„ reign in Life.” '—By which you have free Acceſs 
«K#GOD;” is not this both the DialeQ, and the 
Doctrine of the HOLY GHOST? « We have 


ver Acceſs with Confidence (not through our. punc- 


“ tual Performance of any Conditions, but) through 
7 « the Faith of him ;” by a fiducial Reliance on our 
_ LORD's moſt previous SOR, Blood, and 


Merit. 
I have ſeen ſuch terrible Effects of Fea unſerip- 


« tural Way of ſpeaking.” Here I fancy you flip 
into a little Miſtake, you forgot the Diſtinction be- 


tween the Uſe, and the Abuſs of a Doctrine, a Diſ- 


tinction which you can eaſily make on other Occa- 


ſions; you have doubtleſs ſeen People, who ute the 


moſt ſcriptural Way of ſpeaking, yet act unſuitably 
to their Language; what Reflections aroſe in your 


Mind, and what Inference did you draw upon ob- 
ns. ſuch an Inconſiſteney? You ſaid perhaps, 


WS beir Voice is Jacob's Voice; but their Hands 
are the Hands of Ela-lence it appears, that 
| B | = = hey | 


* 7b. ii. 17. BY To Kann 1 expiare, I-60: 5c 
expiaret * cata populi, quibus pats; Deus nebis redaer tur 


e 
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they are Hypocrites—They pretend one Thing, 
© and are really another.” — Make the ſame Reflec- 
tion, and draw the ſame Inference, when you hear 
People talking of Inputed Righteouſneſs, yet ſee them 
looſing the Reins to Ungodlineſs, then you will be 

cConſiſtent with yourſelf, and with Truth; aſeribing 
the terrible Effects, not to the wholeſome Doctrine, 

but to the vitiated Mind. 
Where Sin abouiided, Sc. Mr. N ey deset 

Aſpaſio's Interpretation of this Text, and offers one 

of his own, one, which he had given us a little 

while ago; and now ſerves a ſecond Time without 
any conſiderable Variation at our Table.—I ſhall 
only refer the Reader to Page 144, where he will 


fnd this Text conſidered, and Mr, We 1 Expo- — 


ſition canvaſſed. 
In this and the two ie ig Pane you find 

Fault with the Phraſe Imputed; yet you ſay, * Con- 
“ cerning the Thing there is no Queſtion.” You 
would diſcard that particular Form of en; 5 


yet you add, As to the Doctrine we are agreed.“ 


Then according to your own Conſeſſion, all theſe 
your Objections are a mere Strife of Words. Surely 


ſuch a Man as Mr. IV eſiy ſhould know how to make 


a better Uſe of Pen, Ink, and Paper, than to liti- 


gate about Letters and Syllables, —If I thought my- = 


ſelf contending only about the more preciſely proper 
Form of expreſſing the ſame Thing, I ſhould be 


aſhamed of my Employ, and would this Inſtant lay | 
down my Pen; whereas I apprehend that we are 


not ageed as to Doctrine, that there is a material and 
very wide Difterence between us.—My Opinion, or 
rather, my Faith is, that our LORD's Obedience 
to the moral Law in proteſted Submiſhon to its Au- 
thority, - 
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| thority, and in "end Conformity to his Precepts; 
his Performance of all holy Duties, and his Exerciſe 
olf all heavenly Graces, that all this is a moſt eſſen- 


tial and diſtinguiſhed Part of his Merit, that this is 


of higher Dignity and greater Value than the whole 


World, and all the Righteouſneſs in it—That the 


divine Law is hereby more ſignally honoured, than 


it could have been honoured by the uninterrupted 


Obedience of Alam and all his Poſterity—That 


G OD's Juſtice, Holineſs, Truth, receive greater 


Glory from theſe unparalleled Acts of Duty, than 


from all the Services of Angels and Men in their ſe- 


veral wonderful Orders; that this aid Righteouſ- 


neſs, together with his moſt meritorious Syfferings, 


are the Ground and Cauſe of my Acceptance witn 
60D, are the very Thing which procures and ef- 


fects my Juſtification, making me not barely ac- 


quitted from Guilt, but truly righteous, yea, per- 
feccly righteous, and that before the GOD of in- 
| finite Penetration and Purity. — This is a View of 
the Doctrine, incomparably magnificent and inex- 
8 preſſibly comfortable. If you agree with your Friend 
in all theſe Particulars, ſpeak and write conformably 
to ſuch Agreement, then you will never again hear 
from him in this Manner, neither will he receive any 


more ſuch Favours from you as the Letter now un- 
der Conſideration, then we ſhall be perfectly joined 


together © in the lame Mind, nd. in the fame 


Tas Judgment. „„ 
Alas! this Union, I ſoar, .i is not bi el to be 


effected Mr. Weſley ſtill inſiſts, and ſtill urges, 
„The Authority of our Church (which Aſpaſie 


«© pleads) and of thoſe eminent Divines (whoſe Teſ- 


« e Ajpaſia 7 alledges) does not touch thoſe par- 


EA Zi acwar 


— ni < - » 2 7 . 2 % i 2 il 2 
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« ticular Forms of Expreſſion.” Juſtification thro? 


imputed Righteouſneſs, or being made righteous 


through the Obedience of CHRIST, I ſuppoſe 

are the Forms of Expreſſion intended. Theſe, it 
| ſeems, none of the Quotations confirm, e/tabliſh, no, 

nor touch, in Mr. Meſſey's Opinion at leaſt; but I 
am inclined to hope, that the Generality of Readers 
will be of a different Perſuaſion, and allow that the 

Quotations and the Expreſſions touch and reſemble 


one another, as much as the Wings of the Cheru- 


bim in the ancient Sanctuary k. 


« Does not touch.” No! not yet? Then we 


muſt have Recourſe to ſome other Authority, and 
ſuch a one J have at Hand as you would hardly ven- 
ture, or even wiſh to gainſay, I mean the Authority 


of John Melley, M. A. who declares in his Expoſi- | 


tion to the New Teſtament “ This is fully con- 
d ſiſtent with our being juſtified by the Imputation 
of the Righteouſnels of CHRIST.” Now I 
hall only remonflrate in Imitation of the Apoſtle; 
ef thou thyſelf uſeſt this Phraſe, why wouldeſt 
thou compel others to lay it aſide? Or, why art 
„ thou diſpleaſed with others for a Practice wh! ch 
thou alloweſt in thyſelf ?” = 
Surely you will not ſay, Imputation of Righteouſ- 
neſs is quite a different Thing from Imputed Righ- 
teouſneſs.— Does not the ee evidently include 
the latter? Can there be a Proclamation of Pardon, 
without a Pardon proclaimed? Can there be the 
Purchaſe of an Eftate, without an Eſtate purchaſed ? | 
Or the Imputation of Righteouſneſs, without a 5 


5 „ Pigh- 


Boch the Cherubim were of one Meaſure, and one 
Size: And their Wings touched one another! in the midſt 


=: the Hou: I "Kings vi. $9.4 270 
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Righteouſneſs imputed ? If others ſhould affect ſuch 


ſubtile and ſelf-deluding Evaſions, Mr. 7//l:y can- 


not, Mr. Weſley muſt not, he has preciuded himſelf, 
nay, he has, with his own Mouth, given a Verdict 


avainſt himſelf, Is it not recorded in thoſe Lines 


ſubjoined to your Char acter of a Methodiſt! e 


Let F. it and Love combine 
To guard your valiant Breagg, 
The Plate be Righteouſneſs divine, 5 
Inputed and e wo _ 


This s Tainted Righteoufurſs was once a -delichiful. 


I heme ; your Song in the Houſe of your Pilgrim- 


age. Why is it now a burthenſome Stone, which 
vou would fain ſhake off, from yourſelf and others ? 


Are you become rich in yourſelf, and creaſed with. 
Goods of your OWN acquiring ? We know full well 


for what Reaſon. the Phr afe and the Doctrine are re- 


jected, exploded, and reproached hy the Romih Su- 


perſtition, becauſe they d ditplay in the brighteſt Light 
the Beauty of FREE GRACE. They hold the Door 


againſt all kind of human Merit, they cut of every, 


the moſt diſtant Pretenſions for glorying | in Mar; 
and refer all the Honour of Salvation to FESUS 


CHRIST alone. Admit Juſtification through the 
| imputed Righteouſneſs of CA RIST, and the grand 
Bulwark, or the main Pillar of Popery, falls to the 
Ground ; while a ſolid Foundation is laid for that 
"Friamph and Gratitude, expreſſed in the inſpired 
Hy mn, Let us be glad and rejoice exceedingly, but 


_ give the Honour (all the Honour) o HIM X. 


The Righteouſneſs of GOD, ſignifies the Righ- | 


tcouſacls which GOD-Man wrought out, « Nos 1 * 


1 wa. xix. 7. 
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ſays Mr. IVeley. Your Reaſon, Sir, for this Ne- 
_ gative? A Child may deny; A Man of Judgment 
will diſprove. Does not Mr. Waſtey diſprove, when 
he adds? * It ſignifies GO D's Method of juſtify- 
“ ing Sinners.” —Juſt as forcibly as the * Jews diſ- 
„ proved the MY of FESUS of Nazareth, 
„ when they cried; „ Thou the MESSIAH! 
No; thou art > lent and haſt a Devil.“ 
What they alledged, wanted a Proof altogether as 
much, as what they denied. —W hat Mr. J/:/ley here 
alledges is a Thread-bare Objection, already confi- 


dered and already confuted. Yet, fince it ll... 


to a Point of the utmoſt Moment, and that which is 


the main Hinge of our Controverſy, I ſhall not be 55 


deemed officious, if, as the Shot has been once again 
diſcharged, I once again lift up my Shield againſt it. 


+. The Righteouſneſs of GOD, ſignifies GOD's = 


Method of juſtifying Sinners.“ We have already 
ſhewn, how low an Interpretation this is; how in- 
ſipid in itſelf, and incompatible with the current 
Language of Scripture ; On the other Hand, how 
ſublime and conſolatory, is the Senſe which Aſpaſio 
gives! A Righteouſneſs, which GOD HIMSELF 


has provided without any Co-operation from his 


Creatures The Righteouſneſs of that moſt exalted, 
yet moſt condeſcending SAVIOUR, who is GOD 
and Man in one CHRIST, a Righteouſneſs, dig- 


| nified with all the Perfections of the GODH EAD, 


therefore, worthy to be the Comfort, the Joy, the 
never-ceaſing Boaſt of his People ; and ſufficient, 


infinitely ſufficient, to ſave even the moſt vile, the 85 


50 moſt baſe, che moſt deſperately ruined Sinners. 5 


This 
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bis is a Righteouſneſs, as much ſuperior to all 
human Attainments, to all angelic Accompliſhments, 
as the Heaven of Heavens is higher than a Clod of 


the Vallies.— This is a Righteouſneſs which could 


never have entered into the Heart of Man or Angel 


to conceive, but will be the Cauſe of their Admira- 
tion, and the Subject of their Wonder to endleſs 

Ages This Senſe fully accounts for thoſe rapturous 
Expreſſions of the Prophet, when ſpeaking of the 
all- ſurpaſſing Gift, he thus addreſſes his fellow Sin- 


ners; Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Sion; ſhout, O 


Daughter of Feruſalem ; behold, thy King cometh unto. 


tiber He is righteous, and having Salvation, He is 
completely righteous in his Nature, has fulfilled all 
Righteouſneſs in his Life and Death, and has thereby 


obtained for thee, a full Pardon, a finiſhed Salva- 

tion, a ſure Title to eternal Glory. — This accounts 
for thoſe more rapturous Expreflions of the ſacred | 
Writers, when, in the Fervour of their Gratitude, | 

they call upon the whole Creation, to celebrate the 


: Goodneſs of the incarnate JEHOV AH. Sing, © 


ve Heavens; for the LORD hath done it, ſhout, ye 
tower Parts of the Earth; break forth into ſinging, 3e 
Mountains; O Foręſt and every Tree therein, for the 
LORD hath (in his own Perſon, by his own Obe- 
dience and Sufferings) redeemed Jacob, and glorified 
(not human Abilities, not human Works, but) 
himſelf, and his own ä in the Nentor 


0 tion of * 


5 * the is. 23. Should ; any one ſay, i is this OE Senſe of : 
*the Prophet? 1 aſk, is not this the fulleſt, grandeſt, di - 


vineſt Senſe? Is it not a Senſe perfectly true? Is it not 


warranted by the Golpel Revelation i Is it not — 5 
5 — ne 


In 


4 
PIR. ; 
Ka, 
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In ſhort, this is a Righteou! neſs, which exalts 
 GOD's Juſtice; which magnifies the Law; diſ- 
plays all his awful and amiable Atrributes in their 
fulleſt Luſtre.—To contrive it, was nnſearchable 
Wiſdom, to beftow it, is invaluable Treaſure.— 
Tt anſwers in the compleateſt Manner, all the grand 
and gracious Purpoſes both of G O D's Glory and of 
Man's Salvation. True Goſpel this! Glad Tidings 
indecd ! An Expedient for our Recovery greater than 
our Hearts could wiſh, We may truly ſay, while 
meditating on this Gift of conſummate Righteouſ- 


_ neſs; here Sin has abaunded, Grace has much more 
te The Bricks are fallen down, but the moit _ 


glorious Repairer of our Breaches has built with 
Hhewn Stone. Wel! might the Apoſtle, having this 
ſupremely excellent Kightcoulncl in his View, 
look down with the moſt ſovereign Contempt upon 


cvery other (Cauſe of) Confidence; upon every other 


. ane. of Truſt; "2 and reckon them Droſs and Dung. 
OE —Well 


by hat Declaration of; our 8 AVIOUR; They (the DEN 


cient Scriptures) ze/tify of Me? Some Writers, Lam 


aware, interpret this and other ſimilar Paſſages, without 
taking in the unſpeakable Bleſſings of CHRIST and his 
Grace. But theſe Interpreters ſeem to act a very injudi- 


Cious, and no leſs unfaithful Part I will ſuppoſe chem a 


| expounding and illuſtrating that great Command of cre- 


ating Power, Let the Earth bring for th Graſs, and the Herb 
yielding Seed. — W ill they model their Expetition, or fetch 
their Illuſtration from what appears on the Ground in 


the barren Month of December? Surely, if they have 


any Taſte or Judgment, they will form their Comment, 


. by the Fertility, the Plenty, the unbounded Luxuriancy 


| of April and May. There is much the fame Difference 

beween the Righteouſne!s of an incarnate SAVIOUR. 

and all other Gifts of divine Goodneſs, as there is be- 
teen the vegetable Productions of the vernal, and the al 
moſt total Srerility of the mary Months. 
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— Well might he declare, that he would never be 


aſhamed of the Goſpel, in which is this tranſcen- 


dently noble Righteouſneſs, in all its Magniticence, 


Riches and Glory, 


Do you think me rather too warm upon the Sub- 


ject? Let me once again remit you to St. Chry/o/0;77 
J „ 7 


read his Expoſition of that charming Sentence, The 
Ric hrcoufneſ if a OD. Hoc &c. This venerable Fa- 
ther of the Church ſpeaks tne Thing as it is. He does 

not mingle our Wine with Water, but gives us the 


genuine Pruth, and triumphs becauſe of the Fruth. 


Ihe Doctrine of an imputed Righteouſneſs ſeems - 
to have been typically taught, by the remarkable 
Manner of Clothing our firit Parents. All they 


could do for their own Recovery, was like the patened 
and beggarly Mantle of Fig-leaves; this they re- 


linquiſhed, and G0 D himſelf furniſhe- them 3 


Apparel; Animals are ſlain, not for Food: ut Sa- 


crifice; and the naked Criminals are arrayed wich” 
the Skins of thoſe ſlaughtered Beaſts—T e Vicbims ; 


_ figured the Expiation, de | Iv CHRIS T's Death, 


the Clothing typitied the Imputation of his Ei, Sbteaul⸗ : 
neſs. That does not appear,” cries Mr. N eſley. 


Aſtral has Yroduced an Authority from the famous 
aj; 1 1 


Miiton. I could reinforce it by another from the 
elegant Vi fus. If you are not ſatisfied wich either, 


or both theſe "Teſtimonies, I will give you a Reaſon 
for the Sentiment The Vi ictims moſt properly ſha- 
e forth the Expiation of Guilt, by the Redeem- 


er's Blood; becauſe it is the peculiar End of Sacri- 
see, to make Atonement for Sins; the Clothing 
mot pertinently denoted the Saviour's Righteouſ- 
_ neſs, which is deſcribed, both by the Prophet and 
5 the Apoſtle under this ver y ge e Path covered 


Pa 


A * 
* 
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me with the Robe of R ighteouſneſs, ſays the Prophet 
| Thaiah. The fine Linen which arrays the Bride of the 5 


Lamb, 7s the perfect Righteouſngſs of the Saints *,— 


ſays the beloved Diſciple. It is like a royal V ure. 5 
or a rich Suit of Apparel, upon all them that believe, 
adds the Apoſtle Paul. The impartial Reader, I 
promiſe myſelf, will allow theſe Paſſages, if not to 


be abſolutely deciſiße, yet to have ſomewhat more 


Weight, than that Atom in your Scale, © this does 
not appear. As for Sanctification, this may very 
reaſonably rank among the Effects of being cleanſed 


by the Blood, and adorned with the Righteouſneſs 


of CHRIST. Theſe Bleflings produce Peace of 
Conſcience, and Love of GOD. Juſt as commo- = 
dious Cloathing produces Warmth, and promotes 
Health. And what is Love of GOD, but Holineſs 
of Heart in the deed, and Holineſs of Liſe in | the : 
Fruit? e 
As this (1 the 7 Ws of true Holineſs) i is a N 
5 the laſt Importance; 3 is a Point, on which Mul- 
titudes, I fear, are miſtaken ; I will leave it upper 
moſt in your Thoughts, in the Reader „ and in 
thoſe of, Rev. Sir, Jour. Sc. 


LETTER 


* Rev. xix. 8. Te Ns els; being in the ploral Num- 
ber, 1 think may be tranſlated, Jaſtitia omni bug numeris _ 
| abſoluta. A Righteouſneſs of all Kinds, and all De- 
grees, or comprehending every Kind, and defective in 
no Degree Would you ſee the Beauty of this fine Linen, 
or the Wardrobe in which it is depoſited, conſult /a. 
_ xIv. 24. Theron and Aſpafio, Vol. II. pag. 340, &c. where 


the Paſſage is explained, with Copiouſneſs and Particu- 


; larity;z O! that 15 was alſo explained with a Propriety _ 
and Energy ſuitable to 1 its eminent Importance! * 


N Rev. obs 


E are now entering upon a new Province. 
Our Buſineſs will be chiefly oi the philologicat 


Kind. We ſhall treat principally f Hort. But 
as they are the Words, which the HOLY GHOST | 


teacheth, they are like the Combs e ected in yonder 
Hive. Not empty Syllables, mad only for Sound; 
but rich with divine Senſe, and full of the Honey « of 


the Goſpel, replete with the Manna of Heaven. — 


May this Pen be, to the Reader, like Fonnthar's 


Rod; when, dipt in the delicious Juice, it enlighten- 
ed his Eyes, refreſhed his Spirits, and cheared his 


Heart! 


« Almoſt every Text, you are - piercen t to affirm, 


6 quoted! in this and the following Letter, in Sup- 


port of that particular Form of Expreſſion, (im- 
4. puted Righteouſneſs) is diſtorted above Meaſure 
* from the plain, obvious Meaning, which is point- 
4 ed out by the Context.” —Let us examine theſe _ 
aubuſed and diſtorted Texts, in order to diſcover, 
| from whence the Misfortune happened; how the 
| Violence was done whether by' Mr, Ie Ney 8 I Fen. 


| or pr by Aſpaſio 9 8 Toarue,” 


Ihe firſt is from the Book of Job. "Which, as it 
is greatly venerable for its Antiquity, and ſingularly 
to be regarded for its Importance, I ſhall beg leave 
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to conſider at large.—A Sinner is deſcribed, lying 
under a dangerous Sickneſs; and brought, by the 

Force of his Diſeaſe, to the Brink of the Grave; 
by the Multitude of his Sins, to the very Borders of 
Hell. In this deplorable Condition: If there be a 
Heſſenger with Him, an Interpreter, one of a thouſand, 
ta ſhew unte Man his Uprightneſs ; then he is 9racious 
unto him, aud faith, deliver him from going doron 2 55 
the Pit; I have fo: nd RA form 1.5 

a If there be wi 24% h. m a Moſjenger of the Hving GOD; | 

a faithful Ambailavor of CAST, viho may W'4 

miniſter ſpiritual Aſſiſtance to the poor aſflicted Crea- 


ture. — An Iierpreter, who knows how to open tlie 


Scriptures, and rightly to divide the Word of Truth. 
Who is a Preacher of Righteduſnefs, and can pro- 
perly apply the Word of Grace.—This | is not every 
one's Talent; nor within the Compaſs of every Man's 
Abilities. He is One of a I henſand, to whom GOD 
hath given the Tongue of the learned; enabling Him 
to ſpeak a Word in Seaſon, and ſuit the 8 
.of cach rei i aticnt.—7s bc unto Man bis 
| Ups ight- 


* Job xxxiii. 22, 24. 1 bars ie rather choſen to lay 
this whole Paſſage before the Reader, becauſe a new in- 
terpretation is given to the Word Mefinger. Here, it is 
ſuppoſed to denote a faithful and ſkiiful Miniſter of the 
5 Golpel. In the Dialogu:s, it is ſuppoſed to deſcribe our 
LORD FESUS CHRIST himſelf. I ſcarcely know, _ 
which Senle to prefer. Perhaps, both may be included, 


the Author, as well as the Inſtrument, of Comfort to the 13 5 


fick and ſinful Man.—However, the Point in Debate be- 
tween Mr. Veſley and Aſpa/io, is not affected by the diffe- 
rent Application of this Word. His Uprightne/s, accord- 
üng to either Expoſition, may ſignify the M E SSL AH's. 
Obedience and Sufferings; i fignify theſe Things; 


| Provided theſe are the only juſtifying Righteouſneſs of a 2 Y 


dinner; the only Way of obtaining the divine Favour, | 
and removing every Evil. 
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 Uprightneſs ; that i is, fays Mr. I: 72 ce to convince 
« Him of GOD's Juſtice, in ſo puniſhing Him.” 
But is this the Inſtruction, which ſuch a diſtreſſed 
Sufferer wants? Is this the Word of Reconciliation, 
which every true Miniſter, in ancient Times did 
preach, and in later Times does preach ? Or is there 
any Need of a choice Inſtructor—One killed in the 
Counſel of G, to teach what the common Dic- 
tates of Reaſon demonſtrate In this Interpreta- 
tion, I can neither Ciſcern ths true Critic, nor the 

clear Reaſoner, nor the ſound Divine, 

Not the true Critic, He wouid acknowledge, 
that the Antecede nt in this Claule may N, is not 
GOD, but Man. To Aan therefore, if we regard 
grammatical Propriety, the Pronoun his mutt be re- 
ferred, Not the char Roafner ; Be would obſerve 
the Emphaſis of the Word then *, _ Implying tome 


_ Diſcovery, or ſome Conviction, in Conſ ea ne of 


Which, Deliverance from Death enſues; or with 
Which it is connected. Can this be a Diſcovery. or 
a Conviction. of GOD's Juitice, in puniſhing Him? 
No verily, Much leſs therefore can I diſcern the 
found Divine. He knows, and affirms conſtantly, 
that this is the Conſequence of the MES SIAH's 
| Righteouſneſs alone. Which being imputed to the 
Sinner, becomes, for the bleſſed Purpoſe of Juſtifica- 
1 tion unto > Life, his +. 


80 


N „Verte 2 24. 
1 0 «© The Utrightac/s, ſays Mr. Caryl, chiefly iznded 
here, is the Righteoujneſs cf CHRIST, in and by which 
„We are reconciled to aad made one with GOD. We 
«© never ſee, where our Uprigh:nels is, till we ſee there 
is nothing that makes us ſtand npright in the Court of 
70 Heaven, baron! CR [ST our Rig eoulnels,—This 
| | FED 15 
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80 that Aſpaſio ſeems to have the Import of Lan- 
guage, and the Scope of the Context, both on his 
Side. And J may venture to add, he has the conſo- 
latory Genius of the Goſpel, yet more ſtrongly plead- 
ing for his Interpretation. It muſt yield but cold 


Comfort, to tell a poor Wretch, confined to the 


Bed of languiſhing, and alarmed with Apprehenſions 
of eternal Vengeance; but cold Comfort muſt it 
yield, to tell ſuch a“ one, that he has deſerved all this 
Miſery, and is juſtly puniſned. Whereas, to inform 
him of a Righteouſneſs, ſufficient to do away all his 


Tranſgrefſions; ſufficient to reconcile him, and ren- 


der 


4 18 he great Duty of the Meſſengers and Interppecers 


of CHRIST, to declare to Man this Righteouſneſs for 
.:; 4: ag Uprightneſß. And that hence it is (as Elihu — N 
'« that GOD is and will be gracious unto him.?“ 
Mr. Cary!, in expounding the Book of Fob, has ac- 
quitted himſelf like a Maſter in Jrael. His Thoughts 
are beautiful and animated. His Criticiſms are correct 
and judicious. His Language, conſidering the Time in 
which he wrote, is remarkably pure and ſtrong. His 
Doctrines are truly edifying, becauſe, generally ſpeaking, 
they are evangelical.— What is a very neceſſary, but 
very difficult Taſk, in explaining this Part of Scripture, 
the Connection of the Sentiment is diſcovered, the Bear- 
ings and Dependencies of the Argument are pointed out; 
and the Tranſitions from one Paſſage to another, ſhewn _ 
to be, not wild and Ailarderiy, but Juſt, regular, 4 


graceful. 


Ihe only F acl attending this Work, 15 Prolixity. b 
wWoiſh ſome ſkilful Hand would, by rendering it leſs copi- 
ous, render it more uſeful. I cannot but think, it might _ 
be a profitable Employ for young Students in Divinity. 
to exerciſe themſelves in abridging Mr. Caryl, Dr. Owen 
upon the Hebrews, Mr. Charnock upon the Attributes, or - 
ſome ſuch valuable, but voluminous Authors. Theſe, and 
many other Works of the ſame luxuriant Growth, would 
if put into the Alembic, afford us the very Spirit of the 


ee and the 1 Cordials for « our Souls, 
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der him acceptable, even to the chaſtiſing GOD; 
ſufficient to obtain his Deliverance very probably 
from Death, moſt aſſuredly from Hell; this is a re- 
viving Report indeed. This will make the Bones, 
which Sin and Miſery had broken, to rejoice. 
Then, the Sinner and the Suffeter, attentive to 


this Inſtruction, and applying this Righteouſneſs, is 


made Partaker of Pardon. GOD, the ſovereign 


LORD of Life and Death, is gracious unto bi; 
and faith, | in the Greatneſs of his Strength, as well 


as in the Multitude of his Mercies, deliver him fr om 


going down into the Pit of Corruption, as a Pledge of 
his Deliverance from the Pit of Perdition. For 1 
have found a Ranſm, ſatisfactory to my Law, and 
to my Juſtice, I have received an Atonement, in 
Hhehalf of this once e now eee T ranſ- 
eee Dn 
He hall receive the Bleſs ng 7 om the L ORD, py 5 
: Righteoufreſs This you would render Hilineſs.. But 
have you no Hebrew Lexicon to inform you, that the ; 
Word which ſignifies Holineſs, is different from 
ä the Expreſſion uſed by the Pſalmiſt? He ſays np, 
whereas Holineſs is expreſſed by wap. —Beſides, hare 


you not obſerved, that your Interpretation would be- 


5 tray the Pſalmiſt, into apparent T autology? He had, 
in the preceding Verſes, diſplayed the Duties of 
* practical Godlineſs, and the Graces of inherent Ho- 
lineſs. The Perſon he deſcribes, poſſeſſes the latter, 
and pradtiſes the former. To fa 5 therefore, he 
ſhall receive Holineſs, when he has it already, would 


not ſuit David's Corre; Anels ; however, it may ſuit 


Mr. Wiley” s Fancy, or Mr. Ihe s Deſign. In this 
Clauſe; the evangelical Moraliſt touches upon ano- 
kher Particular, which enters, as an eſſential Fart, ; 


Into 
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into the Character of a godly Man; even the Righ- 
teouſneſs which is of Faith. Denoted by the Bleſſing | 
of Pardon, and the Gift of Righteouſneſs. Take 
away this, and there is no Acceptance with GOD. 
Take away this, and the Gates, mentioned in the 
Cloſe of the Palm, are unalterably ſhut. Unleſs 
we are furniſhed with this Paſſport, the everlaſting. 
Doors never lift up their Heads.—If you exclude _ 
this Peculiarity, the Deſcription is very imperfect, 
and the Picture extremely deficient, Whereas, this 
; adds the finiſning Touch, and gives true Perfection 2 
to both. oO 
Several Paſſages are quoted, in "which: the Word 5 


ndr occurs. Sometimes you would have it ſignify 2 
Mercy; ſometimes Fuſtifcation; ſometimes ſpotleſs | 


Holineſs. But what Proof do I find, for eſtabliſhing 
any of theſe Significations ; which differ ſo much 
from one another, and ſtill more from the Truth; = 


Nothing but the culled Argument, © $0 it on 


708 queſtionably means.“ Now you muſt unqueſti- 
onably know, at leaſt every Novice in the Lan- 
guage knows, that the genuine and native Senſe of 
nor is Righteouſiefs, The Word expreſſive of 
Mercy, is bn; neither in Senſe nor Sound alike.— 
Ass to Fuſlification, the Phraſe never denotes that 
bleſſed Effect, but the divine and meritorious Caule, 
which produces | | 
Shall J, in this Inquiry, appeal to the beſt Lea. 
| cons, the moſt approved Tranſlations, or the ableſt 


Interpreters ? No, I will refer you to the Deciſi ion of Py 


an Interpreter, who is ſuperi jor to all Lexicons and 


all Tranſlations; I mean, the Author of the Epiſtle 1 
to the Hebrews, He tranſlates this very Word, as 


it enters into the Name of Melchiſedes, And he 


tranſlates he 


| LET. 10. REV. MR. WESLEY. 225 
” tranſlates it, not Mercy, not Juſtification, no, nor 
| ſpotleſs Holineſs, but Rightcouſneſs. Even that 


Rightcouſneis, whoſe Fruit is Peace with GOD, 335 

and Peace in our own Conſcience. Now, will you 
play the Critic upon this inſpired Writer? and ſay, 

5 Unque ſtionably it means, not what the Apoſtle has 
determined; not what Apaſio, ſupported by his 
Avthority, has adopted but what I think fit o | 


oy dictate ! 


ſertion. 


Suppoſe, we ſhould edit this 8 W . 
5 does the Critic gain thereby? Muſt he not have Re- 
courſe to that noble and comfortable Doctrine, for 
which we plead? Let the Word be tranſlated Mercy, 
Why is Mercy ſhewn to Sinners? Is it not on Ac- 
count of the Righteouſneſs of their SURET Y 
Let it be tranſlated Goodneſs. Wherefore is Good- 
= neſs exerciſed to rebellious Men? Is it not becauſe : 
ol the Satisfaction, made by their crucified LORD? --. 
| Render it whatever you pleaſe, provided it conveys 
the Idea of Favour vouchſafed, or of the Benefits 
8 conferred, it muſt terminate, Rill terminate, in that 
5 | | CV oy. 


An Oppoſer of our - LORD's imputed Ng 
: ouſneſs, who had more Diſcretion or more Sub- 
tilty than Mr. ILeſley, would have argued in this 
Manner. © The original Word, I muft confeſs, 
« ought t to be tranſlated Rightrouſucſe,” This is un- 
125 doubtedly the principal and leading Signification 
of the Term. But then che Circumſtances and 
« the Context oblige us to underſtand it, in the 
* Notion of Mercy, of ſpotleſs Holineſs, or of any 
Thing elſe, that ſerves our Purpoſe.” —This 
Would . more modeſt and more plauſible, though! 
not more 8 and bold, than your: conhident Al- 5 
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| grand central Point, the Incarnation, Obedience, 
and Death of IMMANUEL. 
Sion ſhall be redeemed with Judgment Ce After ſe- 
_« vere Puniſhment,” you ſay.— The Hebreto Pre- 


poſition, ſignifying after, is . I find no Trace 


- of any ſuch Word, in my Edition of the Bible. You 
May as well render or interpret the Paſſage, in the 


Milt. And then, if ſome other Critic ſhould be 


inclined to tranſlate it, before or round about; we 
| ſhould have a large Compaſs of Meaning, but 


5 Where would Procifion and ExaCtneſs be found !— 


„But why i is Sion to be redeemed after ſevere Puniſh- 


ment? Has her Puniſhment any Influence or Sway 


in the Work of her Redemption? Does the Puniſh- 
ment of Man pave the Way for the Salvation of 
8 OD? Are Sinners to wait for Pardon and Recon- 

5 ciliation, till they have been ſeverely puniſhed ? This 


is very diſcouraging Doctrine. And, bleſſed be 


5 GOD, it is abGtutely without Foundation: The 
Goſpel ſays; To Day, even o Day, Sinners, 7 if ye 
wvill hear his Voi vice, ye ſhall enter into Reſt, You need 


; not tarry, till you have been ſeverc]: y chaſtiſ- d; but 


this Inſtant, believe in the LORD FESUS, and 


you ſhall be ſaved. The LORD FESUS has 


been wounded and bruiſed i in your Stead, He has 


received all the Puniſhment, which you have de- 


ſerved. Yea, as a Ranſomer, he has paid double, 
as a Victim, he has ſuffered double *, for all your 

Sins. —Conſidering theſe Things, I am ſtill diſ- 
poſed to abide by Aſpaho's plain and obvious Inter- 
pretation. Not to go out of my Way, in queſt of 
the pricking Briar and grieving Thorn ; when L 

meet with Roſes and Lillics 1 in the common Road., NY 
— x 


3 5 0 
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In the LORD have J Righteeufueſs. This will 


not ſatisfy our Critic, It muſt be throvgh the LORD. 


What piddling Criticiſm is this, even in caſe it 
was true, and anſwered ſome ſpecious End! but it 


is by no means true. Every Body knows, that the 
Prefix 2 ſignifies n; and every Body but Mr. Lesley 
would bluſh to aſſert the contrary, Neither does it 


anſwer any valuable End, but the Reverſe. It de- 
grades the exalted Senſe, and impoveriſhes the rich 
| Bleffing. To have Righteouſneſs in the LORD, 
is ADandanti) more expreſſive of glorious Grace,” 
than barely to have Righteouſneſs through the 
LORD. Merdecai had Riches and Honours, through 
Abaſuerus, and his royal Favour; Eſther had Riches 
and Honours, in Abaſuerus, as eb royal Huſband. 
He by being a Courticr, fe by being a Conlort, to 
the moſt ent Monarch in the World. i 
If Mr. Weſley piddled in the fore: going, he flaſhes in 
the following Paſſage. He aſſures us that mD pI 
means, 528 5 Holineſi. This is really : a bold Stroke : 
in Criticiſm, Put, like many other bold Enter- 
priſes, it is likely to prove, not a Birth, but an 
Abortion.— οντ / be zleſs! You might as well have 
rendered it test It has no more to do with the 
| Tdea of ſpotleis, than it has to do with the Idea 
of an Ivory Tooth, or a pol liſhed Tooth-pick. Li- 
terally tranſlated, it ſignifies Ages; and may denote 
the Perpetuity of this Rightcouf neſs, and of its bene= 
ficial Effects. It was from th. Beginning, it is at 
this Day, and it « vill be even unto the Eid, mighty 
to ſave, It is the one Refuge and Hope of Sinners, 
in every Age of the World, and under every Diſpen- 
ſation of 3 Through all the Changes of 


Time it has been, and through the unchangeable 


22 5 = Eternity 
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- Eternity it will be, their chief Joy, and their Crown 


of Rejoicing. 


What Righteouſneſs ſhall give us 5 at the | 
NI laſt Day, inherent or imputed ? To this Queſtion _ 
Aßſbpaſio has replied, in a very explicit Manner, by 
| preſenting us with a pertinent Extract from Biſhop 
Hall, and by commenting upon a moſt important 
Prophecy of Taiah, In both which, all human 

Righteouſneſs is ſet aſide, and our Peace is derived 


8 ; entirely from the glorious 8SHILO HX. From | 


Him, who made Peace by the Blood of his Croſs, 
and whoſe Name is THE PRINCE OF PEACE. 
Having this heavenly Bleſſing, and the Right of 
conferring it, as the peculiar Privilege, or e 1 
5 Prerogative of his Crown. 


Mr. TW-efley is pleaſed to deny this Dofrine, and 
"ao aſſociate with the Papiſts 4, in aſcribing our 
Peace (and if our Peace, then our Salvation) © partly 


„ to inherent, partly to imputed. Righteouſneſs,” 
” But does our Church ſo? Hear her own Words. 


WMe do not preſume to come to this thy Table, O 
merciful LORD, truſting in our own Righteouſ- 


neſs; much leſs then will the dare to approach his 
85 Judgment-Sear, truſting 1 in any ſuch , Does 


| the | 


* Ger. alix, 10. op Sebi . Nemen Me 2 eration,” 

5 eranpuillat orem deſignaus. That is, the Maker of Peace, 

and the Author of T7 ranquillity, for rebellious, and 

wretched Men. „ 

1 The Doctrine of the Papiſts, 1708 we a Weiter af 

their own, is; © Our Confidence and Hope in the Day 

"8 of Judgment dependeth, not only upon our Apprehen- 

OP « ſion of CHRIST" Merits by Faith, but alſo upon our 
* Conformity to CHRIST, in Charity and good Works.” 
— The Reader may ſee this Preſumption rebuked, and 
this Error refuted, in Dr. Fur. 's Annotations on the Ke. 
=P Te Women) 1 John iy, 17. 1 5 
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the Apoſtle Paul do ſo? Hear his own Proteſtation. 
yet I may be found in CHRIST, not having mine 


oꝛon Righteouſneſs, which is of the Lato; which con- 
fiſts of my perſonal Obedience, and inneren Holi- 


neſs. But having this, as the Source of my Peace, 
and the Strength of my Salvation, the Righteouſneſs 
which is of GOD by Faith; even that inconceivably 
precious Righteouſneſs, which GOD my S AVIOUR 1 
wrought, er which a Sinner by Faith receives.— _ 
Did Mr. Weſley himſelf always do ſo? Let thoſe. 
Lines bear Witneſs; | of which. neither the Poet, 


nor the Divine, need be aſhamed, 


My vie bteout Ser vant and. my '$ ON 
Shall each believing Sinner clear, 

Aud all who ſtoop Pabjure their OWN, 

Shall i in his Righteruſneſs appear. « 


wil that Righteouſneſs give you Peace,. which 
you aljure? Or, is it pious, is it prudent, is it 
Conſiſtent, to truſt in a Righteouſneſs, which you 
3 abſolutely renounce? "That which you abjure (a 
ſtronger Word could not be uſcd) You conſider, 
:=-yot- baxely as deſpicable, but as utterly abominable. 
Whereas, that which gives you Peace at the awful 
Tribunal, muſt not only be excellent, but incom- 
parably excellent and valuable.—See, my Friend, 
how thine own Mouth condemneth thee, and not I. Yea, 
© thine own Lips teſtify againft thee x. O! that you 
may return to your firſt Sentiments, and to your firſt 
FE Love ! And no "Janger expoſe e and your 


DPoc- 


5 + Job x XV. PE 3 5 
| + That Mr. Welty may not be aſhamed to eg a miſ- 
3 taken Sentiment, Iwill break the Ice, and lead the Way. 

N i it be ſhameful to renounce Error, and ſacrifice all ro 
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Doctrine, to be a bye Word among the People. If 

you perſiſt in ſuch palpable Inconſiftencies, who can 
forbear taking up that taunting Proverb, 4 double- 


minded Man is 10 Mable in all his Ways. © 
But ſtop. A Paſlage from St. Zohn is introduced, , 


to ſupport this Opinion, «© CHRIST died for us 


c and lives in us, that we may have Boldneſs i in the 

„% Day of Judgment. That CHRIST died for : 

us, and lives in us, I readily acknowledge. But 
| 5 Where 


ruth, 1 FR very willingly take this Shame to myſelf.— 
In a Co; py of Verſes, which 1 formerly wrote, ſacred to 
the Memory of a generous Benefactor, 1 remember the ; 
following Lincs. 7 


Our Wants reliew' 4 by thy indulgent Care, 
Shall gr ve thee Courage at the dreadjul Bar,” 
And ſtud the Crown, thou ſhall for ever Ware 


| Theſe Lines, in wha atever Hands they are lodged, and =P 


Whatever elſe, of alike Kind, moy have dropt from my 
Pen, | now publicly diſclaim. T hey are the very re- 
verſe of my preſent Belief, In which 1 hope to Perle. 
vere, ſo long as I have any Being. Ds 
Far be it fiom me to {ppote, that any VW. 0 k of mine, 
ſhould, in order create my P-ace, or cheriſh my Cons | 


fidence, be conplea with CHRIST's mo}? holy Act. oak 


the Words ot our Church, and I ſpeak the Sende = the 

Prophet. Ia. Ul truſt. and nt be e Wnerefore? 
Becauſe I am inherent y holy? # ter, becauſe GOD is 
my Salvation. GOD mai: eſt inthe Fleſh, nas finiſhed 
my Pranſgreſſi n, and ade an End f my vin | And 


in this molt magnificent! gracious Work will | rejgice. 


—] freak agreeat,,y tO the Declaration of he HOEY TY 


GH OS F.: Fear hat, for thou ſhalt not be aſhamed, neither 
ſhalt thou be confourded Why? Be auſe th; inherent. 
| e ſhall preven th, Con fuſion? No; buten a 
Footing, infinitely more ſc ; for a Reason, inünitely 
more ſati factory. Bec:je thy MAKER tis thy Huſband. 
The Conf: quence EF wbchis, all thy D:bts and Defici- 
encies are upon Him; all his conſummate Righteouinels : 
1 | upon thee, | 9 
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| whore do you find any of the Apoſtles, from theſe 


Premiſes, drawing your Concluſion? St. John, whom 


you quote, has no ſuch Logic. His Inference is de- 


duced from à very different Topic, You give us a 
Fragment of the Apoſtle's Words; why don't you 
exhibit the golden Bowl complete? We ihall then 


quickly perceive, that it contains a more ſweet and 


ſalutary Draught, than you have Provided for our 


8 Refreſhment. | | 
E r rerchesdlal, 7 . LTH pal” £1 4, 1% 6 T%p- 


: En04% eo wwey ev TH 1 nue KOWTEWS. hich we tranſ- 


. late, Herein is our Live made perfect, that We may. 
have Boldneſs in the Day of Jude ment *, As you are 


fond of criticifing upon the original Seri tures, here 
L of 


bo. you might have done it juſtly and honourably. Here 
| you might have altered and reformed our "{'ranſla- 
tion; "while" every capable Judge would have owned 


your Service, to be ſeaſonable and i important. The 


; true Senſe of Aach nw, is With us, or with regard to 
1. That is, GOD's Love, celebrated with inimit- 
BH Able + Energy and Beauty i in the preceding Verſe; 
| GOD's Love towards us is herein made perfect; 
. fs + is its grand and crowning Effect, that we ſhould 


. | have, 


88 
15 John i iv. 17. 


8 3 0 5 Steg an gu, Cod ts Lowe. This I call ; inimita- 
= 31. Nothing can be more ſimple, yet nothing is more 


ſublime. For my Part, 1 know not how to attempt an 


Illuſtration of the noble Sentiment. It ſtrikes the Mind, 
as Light ſtrikes the Eye. No Art can make -s more 


bright; and no Paraphraſe can make that more delicate, 


more majeſtic, more affecting Ho flat, ſome of the 


fineſt Things, ſaid by the ancient Philoſophers ; how flat 


they read, when compared with this animated Stroke 9 
divine Eloquence, the Reader, if he pleaſes, may ſee in 


Coxnrkurrarioxs o ON THE STARRY Haven. 
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have, not a bare Hope, but an pen Boldneſs 


at the Day of Judgment. 


As though he had taid, GOD, having weanciled 
us to himſeli, by the Blood of his SON—having re- 


newed us alive his own Image, by his bleſſed > „„ 
RI T, teſtifying of CARIST in our Hearts— 
| having carried us through all the Dangers of Life, 
and 1aiſed our Bodies from the Duſt of Death He 
crowns and conſummates all theſe moſt i dulgent 


Acts of his Grace, by giving us an undaunted and 


triumphant Confidence, at the Day of univerſal Au- 

_ dit, —According to this Interpretation, your on 

Text is Sand your Opinion, and refers this joy= _ 
ful Aſſurance, not to our Love of GOD, but to his 


Love of us; not to inherent Rs put to 
5 free Grace . 


Af 22 thue t lader St. Peter? "I Wen 2 1 
have obtained like precious Faith in the Righteouſneſs * 


our GOD and (e 8. IVIOUR FESUS CHRIST I. 

Mr. Weſley gives us io underitand, that this Tranſla- 5 
tion is wrong. It ſhould be Faith trough—and not 

5 through the Righteouſnefs, but through the Mercy 
of our GOD and SAV LOUR. —He will not al- 
low the Greet Prepoſition e to ſignify in; though I _ 
can prove it, to have been in peaceable Poſſeffion 
of this Signification, for more than two thouſand | | 


Years, = 


5 8 Should 3 it be ſaid, in caſe: you thus interpret the firſt 
Part of the Text, how will it connect with what follows? 
Perfe&ly well.—And none need wonder, that we ſhall 


appear with ſuch Boldneis at his Coming; fince they 


cannot but cb;erve, that as He is, /o are We in this World. 


Me are actuated by his SPIRIT; we reſemble Him 1 in ü 


all our Converſation; and hence! it is s evident, tha at we are 
one with Him. | | | 5 | 

+ 2 Pet. 1 1. 1. T ois l Au Hang G * ; Raalecera 
78 Gun lu * Twinges Jl bios gige. . | 
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Years. And the Subſtantive ND mult not de- 
note Righteouſneſs, though it pleads, as a Warrant 


for this weignty Senſe, the inconteſtable Authority 


of St. Paul. Give me Leave to tell you, Sir, that 
T can produce a Multitude of Proofs, to overthrow 
your firſt puny Alteration ; but produce, if you can, 
a fingle Paſſage from the whole New 1 eſtament *, | 


to uphold your Jaſt daring Innovation. 


Here, 1 cannot but obſerve ; you abindon your 
favourite ommentator Honour ; of whoſe Merit 
and Excellence you ſpeak fo hi:hly and ſo juitly, 
He ſays, in his Notes upon the Place, the Righte- 
dodufneſs of GOD our SAVIOUR, is the Righte- 
dulſneſs of CHRIST; which Faith ap; brchends, and 
| whichis oppoſed to a Man's own Rigg teoutneſs, — 
What is more ſurpriſing, \ you depart from vour own. 
Comment; nay, you expreſly contradict d own 
2 Comment. To edify the Readers of your Expoſi- | 
tion, you inform and aſſure them, that this Phraſe. 
ſigniſies © boti the active and pafſſive Nichteouſneſss ? 
of - CHR IST. To gainſay what Apaſn has ad- 8 
15 vanced, you more than inſinuate, that it ſignifies no 
ſuch Thing, but only “ the Mercy of our LOR D. Wy 
: ay, to corroborate the true Senſe, and deter- 
mine the Words invuciably to the active and paſſive 
Righteouſneſs of CHRIST, you add, „It is this 
$6 alone, by which the juſtice of GUD is ſatisfied,” 5 
If then Mr. Meſſey would reconcile, what he writes 8 
in his expolitory N otes, with what he writes in his 
| 1 Ani- 


* The 1 06 of ob, the Righteonfurſs of GOD 
our SAV 1OUR, never denotes, in all the apoſtolical 
Wiri .1Ngs, the Artribate of Mercy, it it does, and Mr, 
Weftey can make it appear, I will confeſs mj ſelf miſtaken 


and thank him for ng Wy Error. 1 
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Animadverſions 105 5 he muſt maintain, that 


by the Mercy of GOD alone, his Juſtice is ſatisfied, 
I will not exclaim, on this Occaſion, as you have 


too freely and not very genteely done, in your Let- 


ter to Mr. Lato, © Exquiſite Nonſenſe * 1” But this 


Ot may venture to fay, Contradiction, didſt thou ever 


now, fo truſty a Friend, or fo faithful a Devotee ? 
Many People are ready enough to contradict others, 


| But it ſeems all one lo this Gentleman, whether it 


be another or himſelf, fo he may but contradict. 
Permit me, for a Moment, ſeriouſly to expoſtu- 
late the Caſes. V hy inould you be fo averſe to the 


| Righteouſnels of our COD ad SAVIOUR? 


Why ſhould you ranſack all the Stores of your Learn- 


ing and Fos edge; nay, ucicend to unwarranta- 
ple Criticiſms, and quite unwo orthy your ſuperior 


_ Abilicies, i in 5 0 exclude this moſt glorious. 


Truth from the Bible; in order to exterminate this 


moſt precious Privilege from the Church? Att empt, 


if you think proper, to pluck the Sun from the Fir- 


mament, to hide the Light from our Eyes, and 


withdraw the Air from our Lungs. But do no: 
attempt to rob us of what is far more valuable that 
all theſe Bleflings, by depriving us of this reſting. 

ble Treaſure, the Rightcouſneſs of CHRIST.— 


_ Which, : 


. Mr. 2 in the 467 ent of his IN to Mr. 


| F inſerted 1 in the Preſer. Vat Vo from unſettled N tions, 
has e- punged this and ſome other indecently harſh Ex- 
Preſt Ions. In ſo GOING, he has de ne well. Since the 


 Contemptuous and the reproachful, even when really de- 
ſerved, can have no Tender ICY to condi our Argument, 
but to provoke Reſentment. They are not the moſt pro- 


miſing Means of joining us together, in the ſame ind 


and the ſame Judgment ; ; but rather the ſure Way, ta 


5 widen the Breach, aud increaſe An! molty.. 


a 
5 
F 
2 
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Which, being a Rightcouſneſs, immaculate, all- 
ſurpafling, divine, ſwallows up and annihilates our 
Guilt. as the. ma Waves of the Ocean, would 
ſwallow up and nh chilate the Drop of Ink, that 


no hangs on thi Point of my Pen,—Which, being 


A Righteoulneſo, immacnlate, all ſurpaſſing, divine, 
wi | pre;cut us before our GOD, and before his An- 
gels, „ tout Spot and Blemiſh; in Robes, more 
beavtifu than the Colours of that reſplendent. Bou, 
which is bended on the Skirts of 1 8 Clouds” > 
'Therein is revealed the. R'ghteoujnefs of 60. 
„GO D's Mecnou of Jukifying Sinners.“ See this 
Interpretation exarpined, 4 and this a chen anſwer- | 
ed betore. ns | | | | 
We eſtabliſhn the : Law, : as we expc ect 1 no > Salvati on, ; 
without a per Conformity to it namely, by 
CHRIST. © Is not this a mere Quibb le?” 5 ſays 
Mr. Ii ig. — Quite the rs werſe. It is no aw Conceit, 5 


but an excceding {orious and momentous Truth. | 


It eis No Pl. y hon the Sound of WW ords, but expreſſes 


a Doctrine of great Solidity, and of the laſt Impor- 


tance. Tell me, ye that cavil at this Method of 
eſtabliſhing the Law, by what other E xpedient you 
propoſe to effect it By your paſt Conduct? That, 
you muſt acknowledge, has been more or leſs a Vio- 
lation of the Law. — By the preſent Obedience! 5 
1 hat, you cannot deny, falls ſhort of the ſublime | 
Requirements of the Law.—By your ſuture Beha- 
© your! IO 1 will ae TN my 1 ſome future 
. Period, 


1 8 T he Reader 18 478584 to Ss Afpaſu's s OWN Words, 

Vol. II. Pag. 369, 370. There his Sentiments are more 
fully explained ; but the Paſſage is not tranſcribed, on 
Purpoſe to avoid increaſing the Size of this Piece. Which 

already ty ells to a larger Bulk than the Wa riter propolrd 


2365 LETTERS TO THE LET, 10. 
Period, you reach the very Summit of Perfection. 
Still the Law will have much to complain of, and 
will lay much to your Charge. You have not mag-_ 
nified it by a holy Nature. You have not preſented 
jt, with the conſummate Righteouſneſs of your whole 
Heart, and your whole Converfation. You have 
not begun, from the firſt Moment of your Exiſ- 
| tence, and perſevered in this perfect Conformity, to 
the laſt Breath you drew. In this Caſe, cither the 
Law muſt recede from its moſt righteous Demands, 
and the immutable GOD muſt compromiſe Matters 
with his Creatures, or elſe you can never enter into 
Life. Unleſs you renounce all ſuch impotent At- 
tempts, and arrogant Conceits ; talk no more of 
“ practifing it, in its full Extent,” but betake your- 
ſelf to CHRIST, who is the End of the Law*, 
for accompliſhing that Righteouſneſs, which its Pre- 
cCepts demand, but which the Frailty « of Man cannot 
perform. 
Thus we eftabliſh the Law, as the contra | 
Standard of Righteouſneſs; as the original Condition 
of Life; 3 and as that molt: venerable Syſtem, with _ 
which, as well as with its divine Author, there is no 
Variableneſs or Shadow of changing. And does this 
Method of ſecuring the Dignity. of the Law, hinder 


| * 1 5 8. cHRTST Us. Gith Nane, eft TiN; 
dane; juftitiam & vitam, guam Lex oftendit, ſed dare nequit, 
 tribuens, CHRIST is the End of the Law, How? B) 


| bringing in that Righteouſneſs, and giving that Life, 55 


which the Law ſhews, and ſhews the Want of, but neither | 
Itſelf gives, nor can enable us to acquire, 
; CHRIST US. ſaith St. Auguſtine, eſt legis fiuis, terf.- 
 eiens S perficiens. The ceremonial Law he has flain, and 
taken out of the Way. The moral Law he has fulfilled 
for us, and we in him. Inaſmuch as, through Faith in 

bis Name, his Obedience becometh ours. 
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If this be the moſt rational, and the moſt lng Way 1 


of producing the Love of G OD, which is the very 


Eſſence of true Holineſs, then your Objection re- 
coils, and falls upon the Head of your own Cauſe.— 
Can there be a more powerful, a more endearing 


Motive to love the LORD my GOD, 


dear SON, ſo to fulfil, fo to ſatisfy the Law on my 


' Behalf, that I am thereby delivered from all my Of- 


fences; am veſted with a perfect Righteouſneſs ; and, 


on the Foot of TOR as well as MEN lande en- 
titled to eternal Life? 5 
„ Though 1 ballet.” that GH R 75 7 hath lived. 
19 and died for me, yet I would ſpeak very tenderly | 
and ſparingly of the former.” — How widely then 
does your Practice differ from the Apoſtle's? Me be- 
lieve, and therefore have ſpoken, confidently and in- 
ceſſantly, in Scaſon, and out of Seaſon. No, ſays 
Mr. Weſley, „Wi. believe, and therefore we ſpeak . 
e tenderiy and ſparingly.“—If you believe, that 
CHRIST has lived for you, and fulfilled all Righ- 5 
teouſnels in your Stead, ſurely you ſhould give — | 
the Honour of this wonderful Loving-Kindneſs, and 
both preach, and talk, and ſing of his Goodneſs. 


It ſhould be as a Fire ſhut up in your Bones; 


your LORD may be glorified. 


But you “ fear dreadful Coma 5 What! 
0 Where the divine Holineſs fears none? And the di- 


vine 2 


OY. 
or diſcourage a dutiful Obſervance of its Commands? 
Ik not, your Objection derived from that well-known 


Text, Without Holineſs no Man Hall ſee oy LORD, ; is g 


than a 
Perſuaſion of his ineffable Love to me, in giving his 


and 
you ſhould ſpeak, that yourſelf may be refreſhed, and : 
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vine Preſcience ſees owt Are you then more deep- 
ſighted, to diſcern theſe giſtant Evils, than Omni- 


ſcience ? Methinks, I would not have ſpoken thus, 5 
unleſs I had been wiſer than the SPIRIT of tobe | 
ration,—Do you not, by cheriſhing, and avewing _ 


ſuch Apprchenſions, find Fault with the glorious 
Goſpel, in which this Righteouſneſs is revealed! 
Z wan ct as its moſt eminent Article, and moſt diſ- 
inguiſhing Peculiarity -A Doctrine taught, and 


A Biene pranted; and both From Heaven! Vos not 


ſit to be diſplayed, inculcated, and inſiſted on! What 
a contemptible Idea muft 5 give of our holy Re- 
ligion, and of our holy Revelation, to an inquiring 


| Infidel ? 


YE would: never  ſheak of them (the Sir FE 1 — 
ce paſſive Righteouſneſs of CHRIST) ſeparately,” “ 
—1— Thi inſinuates, what Aſpaſio diſavows; and what 
8 you cannot hint, without apparent Injuſtice to his Sen- 

timents.—“ I would ſpeak of it (the former) as ſpar- 
4 ingly as do the Scriptures.” Here, you appeal to 
_ thoſe V/rit) ings, which muſt ther condemn: your Con- 
duct, or their own Propriety. At your Leiſure con- 
- ſider the Caſe, and you will find the Dilemma una- 
Rn the mean Time, be fo candid as to 
read a ſhort Note, inſerted in Theron and Aſpaſio, 
* ol. II. Page 304. Where you may ſee, that the 
Seriptures are far from ſpeaking ſparingly on this 


Point. It is their favourite and fundamental Topic. 


It runs through them, as a golden Woof through a 
Warp of Silver ; or as the vital Blood through the 
animal Strudure.— And whatever you Sir, may be 
inclined to do, I hope, no Lover of CHR IST will 3 
be perſuaded to ſecrete this invaluable Truth of tge 
Ooſpel. Shall ou? a Truth ſkulk 1 in a Corner, or 


ſpeak 
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ſpeak only in a Whiſper ? No ; let us proclaim it 


2 upon the Houſe-Tops ; bd Will that the joyful 


Sound may reach the very Ends of the Earth. 


The Gift of Righteouſneſs mult ſignify a Righte- | 


ouſneſs not their on. —2/oj17's en is, not 


orig rinally their own. Originally he faid, with a 


View of hinting, that, in ſome other Senſe, it was 


and is their own. The! ir own, by way of Impu- 


tation, though not by way of Operation. This 
Word, in order to make the Sentence appear ab- 


| ſurd, Mr. i drops. But whether ſuch a Prac- 
tice be free from Guile, or what the Apoſtle calls 


cunning Craftineſs, let the impartial Reader judge. 
Apes Interpretation of the Phraſe, authenti- 


03060 by the Language of e Mr. Weſley ſets 


aſide; and introduces another, whoſe only Recom- 
endafion to the Public is, © I come from Mr. eſe 
* [py's Pen.” —Do you mw Then we will allow you 
all proper Regard. Bu 


Mr. 1/:/:3*s Pen, muſt you therefore diſplace Pro- 


8 priety, and ſupplant T ruth ? Make an inſpired 

Writer argue incorrectly, n nay, jar with himſelf? 
This is rather too much for you to aſſume, eren 
| though you came recommended by a greater Name, 


0 T he Gift of Righteouſneſs f. ſignifies the Righ= Bo 


Mu teouſneſs or Holineſs which GOD gives to ind 
« works in them.” Let us obſerve the Apoſtle's 
Aim, and the Proceſs of his Rea ſoning.—His Aim 


is to illuſtrate the Manner of our Juſtification. For 


- this. Purpoſe, he forms a Contraſt between Adam's 
Tranſgreſſion, and CHRIST's Obedience. Adam” J 


Tranſgreſſion, which he himſelf committed, ruins 


all that ſpring from him. This is the leading Pro- 
5 poſition. Now, if the ſacred Diſputant knows how : Sp 


—— 


, becauſe you come from 
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i 
| 
| 


to reaſon accurately, or to draw a Concluſion joſtiy, 


the Concluſion muſt be to this Effect; So likewiſe 


 CHRIST's Obedience, which he himſelf per- 
formed, recovers all who believe in Him. Through 
Adam's Diſobedience, without the Conſideration of 
their own Miſdoings, the former are made Sinners. 
Through CH RI1ST's Obedience, without the Con- 
ſideration of their own good Qualities, the latter are 
made righteous. — Though I am far, very far from 
diſeſteeming the Holineſs wrought in us, yet what 
Place has it here? In the Article of Juſtification it 
1s utterly excluded. It has no ſhare in the Accom- 
pliſhment of that great Work; and every attentive 
Keader will ſee, that it enters not into the Apoſtle's 
Preſent Argumentation. —Beſides; if the Gift of 
Righteouſneſs ſignifies the Holineſs wrought in us, 
then we ſhall reign in Life, by means of a perſonal, _ 
not of an imputed. Righteouſneſs, by means of an 
imperfect, not of a complete Obedience. — Then - 
all the People of GOD will be juſtified, not by the 
Obedience of ONE, but each by his own, ſeverally 5 
and diſtinctly. Which is contrary, not only to a 
ſingle, but to many expreſs Paſſages of this vey 
Chapter. 


I ſaid, 6 © Every attentive Reader wil ſee? oe: 


8 e may ſay within themſelves; Is not this 
ſpoken in Mr, Ieſley's Manner? The. looſe pre- 
ſumptive Way of Arguing, which you blame in 


Him ?—To which it is anſwered; I am far from 


reſting my Point upon this preſumptive Proof. It is 
not the Pillar, which ſupports my Cauſe; but only 
a Feſtoon, which adorns my Pillar. 5 was 
tit accompanied with no Proofs, ſatisfactory to others; 
it muſt to Mr. We ley, whom 1 ſuppoſe one of the 


attentive = 


= 


_ attentive Readers, have the Force of Demionſtiagsi. 
Hear his own Words, in his Comment on this very 
Portion of Scripture. © As the Sin of Alam, with- 
« out the Sins which we afterwards committed, 
brought us Death: So the Righteouſneſs of 


« CHRIST, without the good Works, which 
« we afterwards perform, brings us Life x. Alt is a 
Righteouſneſs, without the good Works, which we 
_ afterwards perform; therefore, it is a Righteouſneſs, 
not originally our own, but Another's. It is not 
that, which GOD works in us, but prior to it, and 
5 independent on it. If Ajpaſs zo had ſuborned an Evi- 
- dence, and put Words into his Mouth, he could not 
have deviſed a more direct and full Confirmation of : 


his Doctrine, than this volunteer Witness depoſeth. 


5 281 thank you, Sir, forgiving me ſo valuable an Xx 


planation of the 67 of FRighteouſneſs, and its bleſſec 
Effects. 1 thank you ken iſe, for furniſhing g Aſpaſio 


with ſo inconteſtable a Vindication, zainlt tl 1e Ob- ” 


Z jections of the Author of 7 { hy Pre erde 21D. 


The Obedience of ONE fy highly extolled by 
the Apoſtle, is CHRIST's actual Performance of 5 
the whole Law. — This you deny. I with you had 

favoured me with your Reaſons for this Denial, But 


my Wiſhes of this Kind are conftantly diſappointed. 
However, 1 will follow our LORD's Direction, and 


do unto others, even as } would they ſhould do unto. 
me. I will give you a Reaſon for my own or Ab 


; Interpretation. —'The Apoſtle | is tre2 ting of Adam's 


5 actual Breach of the Law. If ſo, the proper Anti- 
e muſt be CH, RI 8 T's actual Performance of = 


* ere Mr. Ir: fey (peaks in -perfet 3 EVE 
St. © Clryſs om; O Xeiros ron 25 au, aa 8 da lnga r. . 


85 C20, eng eee 7ng Nate. N 
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the Law. In the following Verſes he explains him- 


ſelf. Let then be the Comment on our Text, and 


the Gift of Righteouſneſs means, The Righteoujneſs of 
UNE; the Obedience of ONE. This Righteouſneſs 
we have 4 in FESUS CHRIST our LORD, all 
other is inherent in ourſelves. Juſtification by this 
Roighteoufneſs, is alone conſiſtent with free Grace; 
Juſtification by any other, iS {inconf {ſtent with it, 


is) ſubverſive of it. 


Farther; as you are a i Critic in the Greek, you 


need not be informed, that St. Paul ules three 


ſeveral WW 'ords, u] . ανẽyn, VT AXON, Now 
can you ſhew any Pailages, in which all theſe Words 
are uſed to ſignify Sufferings or Death? Nay, can 
you ſhew me any ſingle Paſſa age, in which any one 
of them, occurs in this Signification? If you cannot, 
what Shadow of Authority hi ve you for putting this 
Conſtruction upon the Words, in the preſent Caſe ? 
What Shadow of Authority for ſaying, with that 
unlimited Confidence; CHRIST S « dying for 


Man, is certainly the chief Part, if not the whole 


c which is meant by that Expreſſion *? —If you 
attend to the Tenour of the Apoſtle” 8 5 or 
enquire into the Import of his Language, perhaps, 
you will {ee Cauſe, not only to alter, but even to 


reverſe, this your poſitive Aſlertion. 


Let me ſubjoin an Extract from St. Chryſaſbom . 


 fuited to this and the 1 Paragraph; and 
| worthy FE 


* The Obedience Ow; St. Chryfoftom expound: by, O 


> z«oglcra!l'%, Would Mr. Veſley venture to aihrm, 


that dying eveil, not doing well, is certainly the chief Thing 
ſignified in xalieb g 2 f A pretty daring Criticiſm this! 
Does not the Wor: rather ſignify, A Courſe of W ell 
doing; ter packed (if you Fiese in, not sontituted by, 2 
2 correſpondent Death 5 - 
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worthy of our ſerious Conſideration. From which 


it will appear, that Apaſio is by no means ſingular in 
his Sentiments, but ſpeaks the Doctrine of the an- 


cient Church. TuS. £1 Inos Xii 0 Ada 
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— 8 e an 1 Word! It wens to denote 
ſuch a Procuring of Righteouſneſs for Sinners, as corre- 
 ſponds with the Proviſion made, by ſome hoſpitable 
 Houſholder, for the Strangers who are come to be his 
Gueſts. In which they bear no Part, either of the Ex- 

' pence, or of the Trouble. IlcoZev oel Tels, Huj us ret ſum 2 8 
tibi autor; hanc rem tibi comparo. Ste ph. Theſaur, in voc. 
OS Chry/ep. Tem. III. pag. 71, 72. Edit. Savil. *© Adam 
4 is a Type of CHRIST. How? In this Reſpect; as 

c the former was the Cauſe of Death to all his Deſcen- 
ddents, though they did not (like him) eat of the for- 
«© hidden Fruit; ſo CHRIST is the Cauſe (meco;) Au- 
<© thor, Procurer of Righteouſneſs to all his Seed, though 


7 N have not bb Him) been Feen obedient ; : 


be. even 
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That the Righteouſneſs of the Law might be fulfilled in 


775. That is, by our Repreſentative, and in our 


Nature.—* Amazing!“ cries Mr. Weſley. But 
why amazing? Is not this the common Import of 
the moſt common Actions? Do not you and make 


Laws in and by our Repreſentatives in Parliament ? 


May not every Debtor, when his Surety has given 
full Satisfaction to the Creditor, ſay; I have ſatiſ- 
fied, I have paid, in my Bondſman? | 


To invalidate this Interpretation, you alledge ; 


That the Apoſtle “ is not ſpeaking here of the 
„ Cauſe of our Juſtification, but the Fruits of it.“ 


Among all the excellent Things, which, in your 
Studies and in your Travels, you have learned; 


have you never learned, that, between ſaying and 


proving, 


even of that Righteouſneſs, which he finiſhed for us on 7 

c the Croſs. For this Reaſon,—29 aſcertain and appropri- _ 

ate the Honour of this Righteouſneſs to CHRIST ; as a 
* Work, not wwrought by us, nor wrought in us, but completed 


« for us on the curſed Tree. — He inſiſts and dwells upon 


© that very obſervable Circumſtance, One. He iterates 
« and reiterates the emphatical Word ONE. He intro- 


* duces it again and again, and can hardly prevail upon 
«« himſelf to diſcontinue the Repetition. As by one Man 
e Sin entered into the World — Through the Offence of 


One many be dead—Not as it was by One that ſinned, 
4 ſo is the free Gift—The Judgment was by Oxe to Con- 
„ demnation—Byorze Man's OffenceDeath reigned by One 
As by the Offence of One, Judgment came upon all 


e Men unto Condemnation—As by the Diſobedience of 


One many were made Sinners.—Thus does the Apoſtle 


«© again and again introduce the Word ONE, and can 


hardly prevail on himſelf to diſcontinue the Repetition. 
That if a Few ſhould aſk, How can the World be ſaved _ 
% by the Well-doing of One, or by the Obedience of 
CHRIST? You may be able to reply on his own 
« Principles; How could the World be condemned by the 
_ «« Lyil-doing of One, or by the Diſobedience of Adam? 
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proving, there is a wide Difference ? Never did * 


meet with a Perſon, who ſeemed ſo totally ignorant 
of this very obvious Truth. —Welll; we muſt take 


your Word, without Proof; but | hope, not with- 
out Facnination: «The Apoſtle i is ſpeaking of the 
„% Fruit,” Is then the fulfilling of the Law, the 


Fruit of Juſtification? This is the firſt Time, I ap- 
prehend, that any ſuch Thing was deliberately af- 
firmed. It is the Cauſe, the adequate, the immedi- 
ate, and indeed the only proper Caute of Juſtifica- 


tion. But the Fruits are Peace of Conſcience, and 


Love of GOD; the Spirit of Adoption, and ns 


Hope of Glory. 


Shew me, Sir, where Sancta, in Con ünchen 


with 7's y0p3y ſignifies the Fruits of Juſtificat: on; 


and not thoſe Demands of the Law, which muſt ne- 
ceſſarily be ſatisfied, before Juſtification can take 

. place.— Eſpecially, when the Phraſe is corroborated 

1 by that other ſtrong Expreſſion, weng ohn. An Ex- 


preflion, uſed by our LO RD, concerning himſelf, 
and the Deſign of his coming into the World. Ape 
7} plicable to Him alone, who i 18 the End of the Law 
for Righteouſneſs; and deſe riptive of chat Obedience, 


5 by which alone the Law is magnified. 


This Senſe, ſays Ajpaſio, agrees with the Tenour 


of the Apoſtle's Arguing. © Not here;“ replies 


Mr. JYV:fliey.—Let us then conſider the Ain: and 


trace the Progreſs, of the Apoſtle's Reaſoning. He 


is clearing up and confi ming that great Priviless of 

; the Golpe], There is ns Condeninaitin to them that are 
5 in FESUS CHRIST. F his, you will! allow, is : 
not the Fruit of juſtification, but Juſtification itſelf. 0 

6 As this wants no Argument to confirm it, let us 


4 proceed: in our Attention to the ſacred Writer, 


K 3 5 There 


—— — 
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There 1s no Condemnation to thoſe, who are true 
| Believers in FESUS CHRIST. Who, in Con- 
ſequence of this Belief, walk not- after the Fleſh, but 
after the SPIRIT, 
Perhaps, ſome Man will ſay; How can this be ? 
Since even true Believers fall ſhort, | Nay, they of- 
fend; and therefore muſt be liable to the Curſe.— 
For this Reaſon, they are - delivered from Condem- 
nation; becauſe the Law of the SPIRIT of Life 7 in 
CHRIST FESUS, that new Diſpenſation, in- 
troduced in the room of the old Law, premiſes the 
Privilege of Pardon, and the Gift of the SPIRIT, 
in which Things the true Life and real Happineſs 
of Mankind conſiſt, Promiſes both freely, without 
any Works, purely on Account of the Righteouſneſs 
which is in CHRIST FESUS. And hereby, 
this new, gracious, bleſſed Dilpenfation, hath mace ” e 
free from the Law ; which convine ed me of Sin; con- 
demned me for Sin; and bound me over unto Death. 
Theſe are glad T iGings, doubtleſs, But are they 
not attended. -with two ene ener Does not 
this Procedure deprive the Law of its due Honour, 
and ſcreen the Sinner from his deſerved Puniſh- _ 
ment?—By no Means, For that which was an abſo- 
lute Impoſſbility en Account of the Strictneſs of the 
Lew, and the Wearneſs f human Nature, GOD, to 
- whom nothing is impoſlible, bas moſt wonderfully 
accompliſhed. By ſending his awn SON, in the Lite- 
reſs of finful Fleſh, to live among Sinners; to come 
under their Obligations; aud perform the Obedience 


demanded from them. By ſending Him alſo to be 5 


a Sacrifice for Sin; to be charged with its Guilt, 

and undergo its Puniſhment. By this grand Expe- 

dl zent, he bas Provided for che Honour and perfect 
Accom- 
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Accompliſhment of the Law. He has alſo condemned 
and puniſhed Sin, with the utmoſt Severity. And 


both theſe in the Fleſh; in that very Nature, which 


was guilty, difabled, ruined, 


Should you farther ak; Wherefore is all this? 
To lay the ſureſt Foundeion, or make the moſt __ 


complete Proviſion, for our Juſtification. That the 
Righteouſneſs of the Law, both its righteous 5 entence 
and its righteous Precepts, whatever either of Suffer- 
ing or of Obedience it required from Trantgretlors, 


being fulfilled in CHRIST might be fulſilled in 296. 


As it was all done in our Name; and as He and we 
are one. One in civil E 8 for He is our Re- 


preſentative. One in legal Eſtimation, for He is 
our Surety. One in e Eſtimation, for He is our 
Bridegroom. For which Cauſe, his righteous Acts | 


- WE ours, and his atoning Death is ours. 


: There was a Time, when you embraced theſe : 
Sentiment. W hen you had ſuch V iews of Things. 


When ſuch Language came out of your Mouth. 


Which even now ſtands upon Record, under your 
own Hand. See your * Principles of a Methodiſt,” 
If you have forgotten them, permit me to remind | 
you of them. CHRIST, you ſay, is now the 
58 Righteouſneſs of all them, that truly believe in 


„% Him. He for them paid the Ranſom by his 


% Death; He for them fulfilled the Law in his Life. 
« 80 that now, in Him and by Him, every Be- 185 


« liever may be called a Fulfiller of the Law.“ 


- Since vou pronounce my. Senſe of the Apoſtle's ; 
: Words Unnatural, 1 eps 239 yours * And : 
: Ry „ 


Pe . * Should R Mr. 1. e ſay; ; Though 1 [ 108 theſe Words, | 


- I neyer intended them for a Com ment on | this . 
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fo much the more readily, 2s it will puzzle Sagacity 
Itſelf, to diſcern a Difference between them. 
« ] totally deny the Criticiſm on %acvm and 
Then be ſo good as to ſuggeſt a better, 
Or, if this ſhould be ſoinewtiac difficult, at (eaſt fa- 
vour us with a Reafon for this your total Denial. 
Not a Word of either, Strange! "Chat a Man of 
ordinary Diſcernment ; ſhould offer to obtrude upon 
the Public, ſuch a Multitude of naked, unſupported, 
magiſterial Aſſertions! Should ever be able to per- 
ſuade himſelf, that a poſitive Air will paſs for De- 
monſtration, or ſupply the Place of Argument! If 
this be to demonſtrate, if this be to confute, the 
Ideot is as capable of both, as the Philoſopher.— 
May I not cry out, in your own Strain? O how 
deep an Averſion to the imputed Righteouſneſs of 
CHRIST, does: this Arminian Scheme diſcover | 
Since it will make a Man gainfay, when he knows 
not why, or wherefore. 
St. Paul declares, that the Gentiles who fol wed not | 
5 after Righteouſneſs, had attained unto Righteouſneſs, 
Upon which 4jp4/19 obſerves, that the Righteouſneſs, 
here mentioned, could not be any perſonal Righte- 
ouſneſs. To which Mr. NHeſtey replies, «It was.” 
And to render his Reply quite irreſiſtible, a perfect 
Thunderbolt in Argumentation; he adds, „ Cer- 
“ zainly it was.” — How, Sir! Did they attaia per- | 
ſonal Righteouſneſs without ſeeking aſter it? Are 
you. becoming a Calvinit? You that had rather be 
an Atheiſt ? Could the Zealot of Geneva go greater 


Lengths? 2 


cc On arwpn, 


If you did not, 1; imagine, 3 Compilers of our 8 | 
hes, from whom they are taken, did. At leaſt they re- 


garded this Text as a Foundation, a Warranty: a Proof of 
| their Doctrine. | | | 
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Lengths ?—Ajþaſio will not deny, that theſe Gentiles 
were ſanctified, as well as juſtified, but he will ven- 
ture to affirm, that no Degree of Sanctification can 
make the Perſons rig hteous, who arc 01:ce become. 
Sinners. CHRIST, like Elijab, firſt caſts his 
Mantle over them ; and then, like Eliſha, my for- 
ſake all, and fallow Him. 

The Righteouſneſs, which the Gentiles attained 
could not be a perional Righteouſneſs, © Ceriainly 
« it was.” Then it was the Rizhteouſneſs of the 

Law. Whereas, the Rizhtecuſneſs which they „„ . 
tained, is expreſsly ſaid, to be the Righteouſi: 5 . We 
Faith.—T nen it was a Righteouſneſs conſiſting of 

good Works and cotlly Tempe Whereas, their 
Righteouſneſs conliſted in believing, accor.in g to 
the Apoſtle's own Explanation. 75 Hh, ; thai 
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Zan believetb unto Righteouſneſs. — png it was BE Sd ' 
| the Righteouſneſs of Man. Perſonal Righteouſneſs Wilt 
and implanted Holineſs paſs, in the Seriptures, un- 1 {1 

der that Denomination. Whereas, thcie Gentiles _ 1 9 

ſubmitted ty canſetves to the Righteouy: oy of GOD wi — 

If, what theſe Gentiles attained, had been a pertonal „„ 11 

Righteouſnsts, it would have been no Stumbling- 5 : 1 
Block to the Fews, Even they would have fallen in 1 
with ſuch a Syſtem of Religion, es {hould aſcribe 5 | 


Righteouſne!s and Salvation to their own Dutiss and : 
their own Deeds, CR = | 
You ſay; © It was 5 as well as mf vated. „ „„ 1 9 
Here, then, you acknowledge an imputed Righte-. | \þ 9 
ouſneſs. You yourſelf uſe the Phraſe. You EE. 
it to be, if not the Whole, Vart at leaſt, of the Mm. 
Apoſtle” 8 Doctrine. 1 with, you. had been of this 
Mind, when you began your Letter. Then you 5 1 15 1 
would not have conjured 2 by all chat! is e r e 2 a A 
: i 
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and important, to diſcontinue an Expreſſion, which 


conveys your own—the Apoſtle's Vieaning—and 


the Meaning of the HOLY GHOST. 


You join imputed and implanted Righteouſneſs, 
So, in Caſe this Addreſs to yourſelf ſhould paſs 


through the Printer's Hand, would | join a hand- 


| ſome Type and pertinent Reaſoning, Yet I appre- 
bend, when you fit dawn to examine the Eſſay, you 
will regard only the latter. — What you aflcciate, 


you aſſociate properly. The firſt is the Trunk, the 
laſt is one of the Branches, which ſpring from it. 
But the Apoſtle feems, in the Place before us, to 


be conſidering the firſt only. The laſt he reſerves, 


for ſome future Occaſion.— He is ſpeaking of the 


| Righteouſnels, by which we are ſaved; and that is 
. ſolely the imputed Righteoutneſs of CHRIST. _ 
He is ſpeaking of the Righteouſneſs, which was an 
Eye-Sore ad; an Offence to the ſelf- conceited Fews ; i 

and this was only the imputed Righteouſneſs of 


_ CHRIST.—He is ſpeaking of a Righteouſneſs, 


contradiſtinguiſhed to that Righteouſneſs, which is 
deſcribed by He that doeth theſe Things; and this can 
be nothing elſe, but the imputed Righteouſneſs of 
CHRIST.—Therefore, though Love of GO, 


and Conformity to his Image ; though the pure 
Heart, and the devout Affection; are the inſeparable 
Concomitants, or rather the genuine Produce, of 


_ imputed Righteouſneſs ; yet here they come not un- 
der Comer ation, To for ce them into this Paſſage, 
is to make them appear out ot due Seaſon. Such an 
Expoſition, may beſpeak a zealous Officiouſneſs, 
not a diſtinguiſhing Judgment. Becauſe, it con- 
1 founds we Order of the Apoſtle 8 Plan; it defeats 
rs the 


Ii. 
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the Deſign of his Argument, if it does not introduce 
Self-Contradiction into his arguing. 
This Rightcou! neſs came upon the Gentiles, as 


the for mer and latter Rain uon the Earth. To them 


was fultiled the W ord ſpoken by the Prophet {ſarah ; 


Let the Skis pour deten Righteouſneſs. As the Earth 


engendereth not the Rain; has not the leaſt Influ- 


ence, in forming, or the leaſt Agency, in procuring, 


the retreſhing Showers; but only receiveth them, 


as the mere Gift of Providence; ſo theſe Gentiles 


had not the leaſt Influence in effecting, nor the leaſt 


Agency in procuring, this Righteouſneſs. —When 


the good News came into their Territories, they 


were totally deftitute of it; they were utterly uncon- 
cerned about it ; they knew notning at all concern- 
ing it. But fee ing it revealed in the Goſpel; ſeeing . 
it diſplaye d, as the Work of © OD D, and Heating it 
offered, as the Gift of GOD; they were not dif. 
_ obedient to the heavenly Invitation. I hey believed 
the Report; they accepted the Bleſſing; ; and relied 
upon | it, for Life and valvation.— I hen, as the Rain 
coming «own and the Snow from Heaven, returneth not 


_ thither again, but watereth the Harth, and maketh it 


bring forth and bud ; that it may give Seed to the Sower, 


and "Bread to the Eater : So, this ineſtimable Truth 


being admitted into the Soul, CHRIST and his 
Rightcouſnels being received to dwell i in the Heart * 3 
"ll: dhe Powers of intellectual Nature, or what . 
Paul calls the inner Man, are exhilarated, quickened, _ 
and fructified. They bud as the Roſe, and bloſſom 
as the Lily; they bring forth the Fruits of inward 


5 Love, of outward. Obedience, of univerſal God- 


| lineſs, 1 
For 


Eph. iii. 17. 
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For Inſtruction in Rightnuſulis. in the Righteouſ- 
neſs of CHRIST. Was there ever ſuch a Com- 


4 ment before? May I not anſwer, in your own 
Words; was there ever ſuch a Method of Confu- 
tation uſed before ?—Þut you add; © The plain 


„Meaning is, For training up in Holineſs of Heart 


& and of Life,” I wiſh, you had thought of intro- 


ducing this Interprztation, by the following ſhort 
Preface, I take it for granted.” You would then 


have been ſure of ſaying one Fruth, — But if this does 
not appear plain to me, as you ſee it did not to 4//- 
paſio, methinks, you ſhould lend me your Spectacles, 
or favour me with your “eaſons. 

If you pleaſe to examine the Paſſage, you will find 
| Holineſs of Heart and Life, comprehended in one of 
the preceding E xpreſſions. THpog eT avorVuory ſigni- 
fies, for Reſtoration of the Man, to a State of moral 


Uprightneſs. Which muſt include a Renovation of 
the Mind, and a Reformation of the Conduct. After 


this comes, very properly, and without any Tauto- 
logy, very needfully, and to the exceeding Comfort 
of the Sinner; another moſt. valuable Property of 
the Scriptures. They inſtrut the Reader in the 
Coriſtan Righteonjyrs; in the juſtifying Kighteouſ- 


neſs; in that myſterious, but incomparably precious 


Rightcouſneſs; which no other Book in the World 


_ diſplays, mentions, or ſo much as hints. Yet, with 


cout which, we could never ſtand in the Judgment ; 


never find Acceptance with GOD; nor be admitted : 
| Into the Realms of Glory. —If you reject this Senſe, _ 
the Apoſtle's Character of the ſacred Volumes, is 
very defective. It leaves out, what is their ſupreme 
Excellence, and moſt diſtinguiſhing Peculiarity, | 
What! is firſt, and above all ider Thing neceſſary gy 
for 
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for our fallen Race. A Traveller undertakes to give 


an Account of ſome celebrated Picture Gali ery He 


deſcribes the Dimenſions of the Structure, the Form 
of the W "indows,. the Ornaments of the Roof, but 


he quite forgets, at leaſt he totally omits, the Arti- 


cle of the Paintings. Is this a maſte ls Execution 
of his Deſign? Is this ſatisfactory to the Hearer's 
regs 


He ſhail convince he IVerid of Rightemyneſi—* That ; 


« I am not a Sinner, but innocent and holy.” 


How flat and jejune is this Expoſition ! Nothing can 


be more fo, to my Paſte.—“ Innocent and holy!“ 
Is this all the 8 PIR! I' witnefles, concerning the 
moſt adorable and infinitely deterving SON of 
GOD? Does this come up to the inconceivable 


| Dignity of his Perſon, and the immenſely g glorious 
Perfection of his Work ! Is this ſufficient to comfort 1 


the Conſcience, ſmitten with a Senſe of moſt damn- 


able Guilt, and alarmed with the Terrors of eter- 


nal Vengeance? 


The whole Clauſe contains 2 Platform or r Sun. | 
mary of evangelical Truth, Of that all- important 0 


Truth, which Miniſters are to teach and preach; 
which the HOLY SPIRIT will own and accom- 


: pany with his Influence; and which is thereby made 


the Power of GOD to the Salvation of the Hcarers. 


e ſhall convince the World F Sin; of the guilty 


and miſerable State, in which all Mankind are plung- 
ed by Nature; and in which every individual P 


CHRIST; ſo long as he believeth not in HIM, 


who died upon the Creſs, and is gone to the F A- 
THER; Of R:iohtco uſrefs 3 He ſhall reveal the _ 
REDEEME R's moſt "ooh. and magnificent 


Mt "gh 


erion 
continues, ſo long as be is deſtitute of an Intereſt in 
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| Righteouſneſs in their Hearts. That Righteouſ- 


neſs, which ſatisfies the Juſtice of the MOST HIGH, 


and brings complete Redemption to Franſgreſſors. 
Teſtiſying, not barely that he is innocent, ſuch was 
Adam in Paradiſe : Not barely that he is holy, ſuch. 


are Angels in Heaven: Shall the eternal CRE A- 


TOR, even after his Humiliation unto Death, have 


no higher a Teſtimony, than a Set of mere Crea- 
_ tures? Yes, verily; the HOLY GHOST will con- 


vince the World, that CHRIST's Righteouſneſs 
is the grand and capital Bleſſing, which the Pro- 


phets foretold; and which not only fufills, but 


magnifies the Law. That it is the Righteouſneſs, 
the very Righteouſneſs of the incarnate JEHOVAH; 


and therefore renders every Soul, to whom it is im- 


puted, umblameable, unreprovable, complete. Cl: 
rious Office this! Worthy to be the Object of the 
. almighty COMFORTER's Agency! In perform- _ 


ing which, he adminiſters ſtrong Conſolation.— 


Then he ſhall convince of Judgment. Shall con- 


demn and caſt out the Prince of this World, intro- 
ducing a moſt happy Change into the Heart and _ 
Life. Shall begin and carry on the Work of Grace, 


Sanctification, Obedience. And all, through the 


joyful Knowledge, together with the perſonal Ap- 8 


Propriation, of this juſtifying Righteouſneſs. 


Dat we might be made the Righteouſneſs of GOD 
in Him. Which cannot be intrinſically, but muſt 
be imputatively.— This Interpretation Apaſio eſta- 
bliſhes, attempts at leaſt to eſtabliſn, from the Te- 
nour of the Context; from the Apoſtle's Antithe- 


ſis; and from ſeveral venerable Names. But what 
are all theſe to Vir, J/efley? No more than the Ar- 


row and the Spear to Leviathan. Nay, not ſo much. 
3 . . | That 
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That ſcaly Monſter efteemeth Iron as Straw, and Braſs | 
as rotten Il od. But Mr. Weſley, caſed in his own 


Selt-Sufficiency, eſteemeth all the aforementioned 
Evidences, as mere Nothings. He totally diſregards 
them. Reaſon, Grammar, Precedents, are eclipſed 


by his bare Negative - and vaniſh into an Inſignifi- 


cancy, not worthy of Notice. 

When Aſþaſio, ſupported by ſuch great Ae 
ties, ſays, This cannot be intrinſically, but muſt be 
imputatively. Mr. N, ſupported by his greater 
Self, W * Both the one and the other,” —But 
does he duly advert to the Apoſtle's Subject, or fol- 


low tne Clue of the Context? The Subject is N 
conciliation to GOD, Juſtification before GOD, 


or that, whatever it be, which is implied in not in- 


puting T reſpatics. The Context intimates, that in- 


trinſic Holineſs is not yet taken into Conſideration, 5 
but is reſerved for the next Chapter. There the 


Apoſtle exhorts the Corinthians, not to receive this 


infinitely rich Grace of tree Juſtification, in Vain; . 


but to ſhew its Efficacy, to fhew its Excellency, 
and recommend it to the unbelicving World, by an 


unblameable Converſation, giving na Ofince in any 


Thing. 


Juſtification PT is the only Point, lied d he 


Apoſile: in this Paſſage, conſiders; and Juſt 877 


tion is the Fruit of imputed Kizhteouſnefs folcly, not 


of inherent Ri Zhteouſneſs in any! Degic Tt his we. 


muſt allow, unleſs. we pi refer the 4 e of 


Trent, before the Confeſſion Gi our Church, N aith 


5 66: fays unto us, it is not . that tace au ay your Sins, 


but CHRIST only; and to Him n oaly J fend ou 
e for that Purp: oſe, forſak ting therein all your ght 


bs AV ords, T houg hts = a! 1d iv ore, and only put- 


. «c ting 
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« ting your Truft in CHRIST,” Thus ſpeaks 
and thus teaches our reformed Church.—< If any one 
„ fay, that Man is juſtified only by the Imputation 
of CHRIST's Righteouſneſs, or only by the 
CO Remiſſion of Sins, without the Co-operation of 
« inherent Grace and holy Love, let him be ac- 
« curſed *.” Thus dogmatizes, and thus anathe- 
matizes, that Mother of Falſhoods.—Chooſe now 
your Side, Foc my Part, I renounce and abjure the 
proud and iniquitous Decree, If you perfiſt in your 
preſent Opinion, there will be an apparent Harmony 
between yourſelf and Rome, but an effential Diffe- 
rence between yourſelf and Afpajio. 
« GOD through him, firſt accounts, and then makes 
6 us righteous.” How? Does GD account us 
righteous, before he makes us fo ! Then his Judg- 
ment is not according to 'I'ruth, Then he reckons | 
us to be righteous, when we are really otherwiſe. 
Is not this the Language of your Doctrine? This 
the unavoidable Conſequence of your Notion? Eut 
how harſh, if not horrid, does it ſaund in every Ear? 
Is not this abſolutely irreconcilcable with our Ideas 
of the ſupreme BY ING, and equally incompatible 
- with the Dictates of Scripture ? There we are taught 
that GOD juſtifieth the Urncodly. — Mark the Words. 
_ The SS are the Objects of the divine Juſtifica- 
tion. But can He account the Ungodly righteous? 
G Impo Able How then does he at? He firſt makes | 
them righteous +.— —After what Manner ? By im- 
„ ” puting 
Pe 87 quis erte, hominen: e wel /ala imputatione 
iat &, vel jola remi//. Tone peccarorum, ex 2/6 gratia & cha- 
rilate, anathema efte. Sei. vi. Can. 11. 
1 Agreeably to this, our Church ſoeaks ; In Fuſtifi- 
cation of unjuſl ave are made juſt before G OD; and adds, 


This is the ſtrong Ruci aud F e of Chriſta 2 
N Hom. of Jalil Fart: 2. 


0 
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puting to them the Ri »hteouſneſs of his dear SON. 


Then he pronounces them righteous, and moſt 


truly. He treats them as righteous, and moſt juſtly. 
In ſhort, then he abſolves them from Guilt; adopts 


them for his Children; and makes them e of 
his eternal Kingdom, in the grand Tranſaction, 
thus regulated, Merey and I'ruth meet together. 
All proceeds in the moſt. harmonious and beautiful 


Conſiſtency, with the ſeveral Attributes of GOD; 


with his whole revealed "Wills: and wil all his righ- 


teous Law. 


« The Richteanfurk ales 4 GOD by Faith, _ 
« both imputed and inherent.” — Then it is like in- 


terweaving Linen and Woollen ; the motley Mix- 
ture, forbidden to the Iraclites.” Or rather, like 
weaving a Thread of the ſineſt Gold, with a bempen 
Cord, or a Spider' s Web. — The Righteouſneſs which : 
is of GOD, is perfect, conſummate, everlaſting. 
Not ſo inherent Righteouſneſs, your own ſelf being 

Judge, and your own Pen being Witneſs.—lIn the h 
| Righteouſneſs which is of GOD, the Apoſtle de- 
F to be found, before the great and terrible Ti 12 
bunal of the LORD. His own Righteouſneſs, or 
the Righteouſneſs Which is inherent, he abandons, 
e abſolutely i improper for this great Purpoſe. | e. 
ing no more fitted to give him Boldnehs at the Day | 
of Judgment, than Dung and Filth are fit to intro= _ 
duce a Perſon, with Credit and Dignity, to Court. 
he Righteouſneſs which is of : GOD, is unknown 
': TO Reaſon ; is revealed from Heaven; and without 
the Works of the Law. Whereas, the Righteouſ- 
neſs inherent, is diſcoverable by Reaſon; was known = 
to the Heathens ; and conſiſts in a Conformity of-- 
| Heart and Life to the Precepts of the La; mY the 


8 „ latter 5 


_ * — ov — 
. — — my . = _— 
* : 4 - a wh. : — © — 
— — — — PF "=>, — — 
7 2 ˙ 3 " — — —— ſs 
De ee ee : * — 


$4; 


— 
- 


2 r — > 
7 ͤ — —„ 2 
3 none 


to 
— — — 


. — 
n 
— » Sem ty # 
- — T ” . * 
my ” * hs oe SAL 
$3 * \ N wo 2 
8 * 2 


3 
5 — 
5 —w 


r 


258 LETTERS TO THE LET. 10. 
latter, we act, we obey, and offer our ſpiritual Sa- 
crifices unto GOD. By the ſormer, we work no- 
thing; we render nothing unto GOD; but only 
receive of his Grace. 

They are, therefore, not the ſame; but totally 
diſtinct. To blend and confound them, betrays Un- 
ſteilfulneſs in the Word of Righteouſneſs; derogates 
from the Honour of CHRIST, and tends to cheriſh 
a legal Frame, or, what the Scripture calls, 4 Spi- 

rit of Bondage, —If you would approve yourſeif a 
_ Workman, that need not be aſhamed, rightly di- 
viding the Word of Truth, thus you ſhould ſpeak, 


and thus you ſhould write; the Righteouſneſs of 


G OD, is always imputed. But, being imputed, it 
| produces the Righteouſneſs inherent. "Being Juiti= 
| fied by the former, ſaved from Hell, and rendered 

meet for Heaven; we are ſanctified alſo, and diſ- 
poſed to love the LORD, who has dealt ſo boun- 


tifully with us. And if to love, then to Ep him; _ 
to ſerve him; to imitate him. 7 8 
My Faith fixes on both the meriterious L; ife and © 


atoning Death of CHRIST. © Here we clearly 2 
agree. How can you clearly agree, either with 
Appaſio; or with yourſelf; or with common Senſe? 


How with Aſpaſis ? Since you queſtion, in diret | 
Contrariety to his Sentiments, whether the Death of | 
CHRIST be not the whole of what St. Paul ftiles | 


The Obedience of ON E,—How with you e For, 


vid you not declare, a little while ago, that fallen 
Man «is not juſtihed by perfect Obedience?” Is not | _ 
CARIST's meritorious Life perfect Obedience? | _ 


If your Faith fixes on this perfect Obedience, is it 


= mot for the Purpoſe of Juſtification How with 5 3 


| Gonurn Senſe + ? Since you ſuppoſe, that the Scri f- 
F * 
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« ture aſcribes the whole. of our Salvation to the 


Death of CHRIST,“ fo entirely aſeribes it to 
the Death of CHRIS 7, that “ there was no Need 
« of his fulfilling the moral Law, in order to pur 
c chaſe Redemption for us;” what Reaſon, or Sha- 
dow of Reaſon can you have; to fix upon what we 


call the Merit of his Life! ?—lf, what you ſuppoſe 


and affirm, be true, there was no Kind of meritori- 


_ ous Efficacy in his Life, His Life, and all his La- 


ours, were, in this Reſpect, a mere Superfluity. 
Salvation might have been obtained, and Redemp- 


tion purchaſed, without their Concurrence. There- 
fore, to fix upon them, is to fix upon a Phantom, : 


and to reſt your Hopes upon @ Thing of Nought, 


But ſtay. Am I not repeating the Miſconduct, 
which proved ſo fatal to the famous Earl of //arw: 2 
and his Forces? At the Battle of Gladmsr re, while te: - 
Scale of Victory hung in Suſpenſe, they ſaw a con- 
ſiderable Body of Troops advancing. Suppoſing 
them to be Enemies, the Bowmen ke a general 


Diſcharge, and galled them with their Arrows, But 


they ſoon perceived their Miſtake ; that they had 
been oppoſing their F riends, and annoying their Al- 

lies. Perhaps, by this Time, you are become my 
Ally. Vou may have ſeen your Errors; may have 
corrected your Notions; ſaying, in Ratification of 5 


both, «we agree. 


N bat is, «] would helen eh the meritorious 
Obedience of CHRIST. But this, together with 
& his atoning Death, I look upon as the only Cauſe 
Ko my Juſtification, —T his I call his Righteouſ- 
c neſs; and this, being imputed to me, becomes 
my. Plea, my Portion, and rational Foundation 


be for my everialiing F elicity.— This L — 5 by 
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« Faith. Which I now look upon, not as conſti- 
tuting any Part of my Recommendation, but on- 
ly as receptive of the Fulneſs, laid up for me in 
« CHRIST.—Though the Law of Works ſaith, 
do and live; I am now made ſenſible, that the 
Law of Faith fays, be verily perſuaded, that 
« CHRIST is ſufficient for thy Acceptance, with- 
out any doing of thy own at all. — Since CHRIST. 
is given to me, in the "ſacred Record, given to me, 
nas a Sinner; to be received, without any Condi- 
tions, I joyfully accept the Gift. I am ſatisfied 
with his doing and fuftering. They are divinely 
excellent, and infinitely ſufficient. I neither wiſh 


complete Salvation. — This Way of Salvation ef- 
4 fectually excludes boaſting ; and, at the ſame 
Time, produces thoſe deſirable Effects that Love 


for, nor think of, any Thing more, to obtain my 


« of GOD; that Delight in his PerfeQions ; that 


Works requires in vain.” 
If this is what you mean, by ce we . 3 
would ſeal and ratify the Agreement, with the laſt 
Wiſh, and the laſt Words, of the celebrated Father 
Paul, Eſio perpetua. Be this the Caſe, and you ſhall 
| have, not only the right Hand of Fellowſhip, but 
the right Hand of Pre-eminence. — Only I crave one 


5 Conformity to his Wil; : which the Law of 2 


| Favour in Return. Diſmiſs thoſe injurious Infinua- 


tions, which cauſe your Readers to ſuſpect, that Aſ- 


pa ſio conſiders the meritorious Life of CHRIST, | 


| ſeparate from his atoning Death. Whereas, he af- 
firms them to be inſeparable, like the Correſpondence 


of Mann between the two Eyes. Fry, if you can | 


make one of your Eyes move to the right, while the 
other wheels off to the left. When you: have done 


"ms 0 
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this, then, and not till then, may you have ſome rea- 


ſonable Pretence for theſe your Suggeſtions, _ 


Alas! Duantd de ſpe decidi ! I find my Hopes were 
too ſanguine. We are not come to the defired Coa- 


l:tion. In this very Paragraph, you begin to fly off. 


By talking of imputed Righteouſneſs, you tell us, 

« We are expoſed to an exceeding great Hazard; 
even the Hazard of living and dying without Ho- 5 

& linefs.*” —Pray, Sir, hive you ſeen a little Piece, 
Written upon this Subject. by the Rev. Mr, Taber . 
oon! ? If you have not, let me reconimend it to your 
Peruſal. In caſe you are ignorant of that powerful 


Influence, which Juſtification through the Kighte- 


ouſneſs of CHRIST, has upon SahAification and 
true Holineſs, from this Treatiſe you may learn ſome 
valuable Knowledge. In caſe the Author of this 
"Treatiſe is aiftaken; in maintaining the indiſſoluble 
Connection of Juſtification with true Godlineſs; 
and the never-failing Efficacy of the REDEEM- _ 
E R's Righteouſneſs, to bring forth willing Obedi- | 
_ ence in the Believer; you may have an Opportunity | 
of rectifying his Sentiments. You may give us, in 
your next Publication, a Preſervative, not only 8 
againſt unſettled, but aunt unſound Notions | in Ree 5 


| ligion. | 


Theron, peaking of Gam; ſays, * 3 po- 
l ſhed, and prodigal of their Luſtre, they ſtand Can- 
didates for a Seat, on the dirt ruotus fair one's Breaſt. 
This diſpleaſes Mr. 10/7% Would he then have 
Gems placed on the vicious or laſcivious Breaſt? Or 
would he have them put to no Uſe at all, but buried 
in Darkneſs? Did the ALMIGHTY pour ſuch _ 
| Brilliancy upon them, only tha t they might be con- 
_Aigned over to Ubſcurity? Did he nor rather 5 © 
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them with Luſtre and with Charms, that they might 
diſplay ſomething of his own Brightneſs; incite his 
rational Creatures to admire his tranſcendent Excel- 
lency, and teach his faithful People to apprehend tbe 
Emphaſis of that animating Promiſe, They fall be 
mine, in the Day that I make up my Jewels. 

„ can't reconcile this with St. Paul. He ſays, 


& not with Pearls: by a Farity of Reaſon, not with _ 


* Diamonds.” Do you rightly underſtand St. Paul? 
Don't you dwindle tus manly and noble Idea, into 
a Meanuels and Littleneſs of Senſe ? Such as befits 
the ſuperſtitious and contracted Spirit of a Hermit, 
rather than the generous and exalted Temper of a. 
Believer ; who ſtands faft in the Liberty, wherewith 
| CHR IST hath made him free Our LORD ſays 
not, they that are ſplendialy apparelled, are appa- 
relled unſuitably to Chriſtianity, or in a Manner in- 
conſiſtent with the Fear of GOD. But they are 
in King Courts, and their Dreſs is adapted to their 


Station.— Neither docs St. Paul forbid the Le of | 


Pearl, or coſtly Array, when a Perſon's Circumſtan- 
ces will afford them, and his Situation in Life ma ay 


require them. He rather cautions againſt the Abuſe, . 


againſt looking upon theſe glittering Things, as any 
Part of their true Dignity, on which they value 
themſelves, or by which they would be recommend- _ 
ed to others. The Word is not %vozola put on, 
nor Seen wear t, but zoe adorn, © Let chem 
"8 not place their Excellency in ſuch mean Diſtinc- 
tions; no, nor covet to diſtinguiſh themſelves, 


4 by theſe {uperficial Decorations; but rather by the © 


= ſubſtantial Ornaments of real Godlinek, and good 
et 66. „ee 


* Mark vi. 9. 2X att, xi * 
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„ Works. Wh ich will render both them and their 
« Religion truly amiable.” 


The Apoſtle Paier obſerves the ſame Prortety of 
- and the ſame Correctneſs of Sentiment. 
W ee ad:rning, let it not be that outward adorning of 
Wearing Y. 85 a, or plaiting the Hair, or putting on f 
Apparel. Was this an abſolute Prohibition of the ſe- 


vera] ns ulars mentioned, it would forbid all kind 
of Cloathing, or the putting on of N Apparel. 


Take the Paſſage in your rigorous Senſe, and it con- 
cludes as forcibly againſt Garments, as againſt Or- 
naments; we muſt even go naked, 2nd lay aſide our 

Cloatlis, as well as our Gems: Whereas, under- 


Rood according to the natural Signification of the 


Words (or 6 x43, not wy To . it conveys a 
very important, and a very ſeaſonable Exhortation; 
„ Chriſtians, ſcorn to borrow your Recommends ” 
« tions from the Needle, the Loom, or the Toy- 


& Shop. This may be the Faſhion of a vain World. 
e But let your Embs !11hments, or that which beau- 


c tjhes and diſti inguiſhes yous Character, be of a . 
. «© perior Nature; Let i it be mnterval ; not ſuch as the 15 
« Sheep have wore, or the Silk- Worms ſpun ; but 
„ ſuch as is peculiar to'the immortal Mind, or the 


 & hidden Man of the Heart. Let it be fub; antial ; 
„ not ſuch as the Moth corrodes, or ſuch as e Ys 


cc in uſing; but that which is not corruptible, Which 
„e being planted on Earth, will be tranſplanted into 
cc Igaven, and bel eing ſown i in Time, will flouriſh to 
$6 Eternity.—Let it be that adorning, whoſe Ex- 5 
celleney is uaqueſtionable, and whoſe Praiſe is of 
« GOD, even the Ornament of a meek and quiet Spi- 
„ it, Which will render you, not indeed like the 
. Grandees of the Earth, but like 5 ON of the _ 
. « HIGH. 
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« HIGHEST. Shewing, that you are united to 
„ him; intereſted i in him; and Partakers of his di- 
150 vine Nature,” | 
„ In all Things 1 perceive, your are too favoura- 
« ble, both to the Deſire of the Fleſh, and the Def re 
, the Eye. —I rather think, Mr. Mieſiey is too 
cenſorious of others, and too indulgent to himſelf. 
M by may not Theron wear his richly emboſſed Gold 
Watch, and his Lady uſe her golden Buckle ſet 
with Diamonds, as well as you and I Wear a filver 
Buckle *, or make Uſe of our ſilver Watch? Why 
may not an Earl or a Counteſs +, put cn their Robes, 
| ſumptuous with Embroidery, or their Coronet, glit— 
tering with Jewels, as inoffenſively, as you and I 
put on a Beaver-Hat, or trail after us a prunella 
Gown? There is no Neceflity for this our Spruce- 
neſs, A fuſtian Jacket would keep our Backs warm, 
and a flannel Cap our Heads, as well as our more 
clegant Array. —Methinks, therefore, we ſhould 
"har abſtain from all needleſs Finery | in our own _ 
Dress, or elſe forbear to cenſure it in others. Ra- 
: "ys, we e ſhould all, in our reſpective Stations, and 
_ | accord- | 


= That Mr. 2 6 may not ſuſpect I am leading for 


; Self-Indulgence, | will give him my Word, that I have _ 


never wore my filver Buckles, ſince I was in Mourning 
for his Royal Highneſs. Neither thall I have one e 


e Thought, if I never put them on again, 


+ Should it be ſaid, The Perſons, to Whom St. 7 
rie, were in mean Circumſtances. Therefore ſuch 
Grandees are out of the Queſtion. I anſwer. The Per- 
ſons for whom St. Peter wrote, were all Chriſtians to the 
very End of the World. Among theſe, though there 
may not be many grand, nor many noble, yet, bleſſed be 


7 : (OD, there are /ome. And when theſe go to receiv. a 


: their celeſtial Crown, we truſt, it will be ſaid, 


on — Uno ablato non defi cit alter 
Aureui. 8 „„ | 
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according to our reſpective Circumſtances, uſe theſe 
Things, as not abuſing them. Remembering, that 


hie F chien of this World paſſeth away. Looking, 


therefore, for that City of the living G OD, whoſe 


Wall is of faſper, whoſe Buildings are of pure Gold, 
aud whoſe Foundations are garniſhed with all Manner of 
precious Stones. But whoſe external Splendor is infi- 


nitely ſurpaſſed by the Glory of GOD, which lightens 
it, and by the Preſence of the LAMB, which is the 
Light thereof. When we are bleſſed with clear Ap- 


prchenſions of this ineffable Glory, which ſhall be 
revealed; when we live under a delightful Perſua- 
ſon, that GOD hath given to us this eternal Life; 


Gems will have but little Luftre in our Eye, and leſs 


and leſs Allurements for our Heart. All the Pomp : 
ol this tranſient World will appear to us, as the Pa- 


Jace of [rſailles, or the Gardens of Stotoe, would 


appcar to ſome fuperior Being ; who, from an ex- 
alted Stand in Ather, ſhould contemplate the terra- 


| queous Globe: and at one View take in its vaſt Di- 


| mentions, its prodigious Revo tions, and its moſt 


copious Furniture. 


« You are a gentle Caſuiſt as to every elk nau 


cc gence, which a plentiful Fortune can furniſh.” — 


1 would conſider the End, for which theſe Things = 
were created; and point out, and enforce, their pro- 
per Improvements. They were created, not to tan- 
talize, but to treat us; not to enſnare, but to gra- 
tify us. Then they are properly improved, when we 
enjoy them with Moderation, and render them In- 
ſtruments of Uſefulneſs. When they are regarded as 
pregnant Tokens of our CRE AT OR“s 8 and 
act as endearing Incitements of our Gratitude.— 
WW hat your call my Caſviltry, i is built upon a Maxim, 


which 


1 
3 
[} 

4 
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which will never be ries Every Creature of 


GOD is good, if received with Thankſgiving. It is 
nothing elſe, but an Attempt to diſplay waat is af- 


| firmed in the former Claule, and to enforce, what is 
preſcribed in the latter 


In the ſixth Er. in the ninth, and in other 


Parts, Theron enumerates ſome of the fineſt Produc- 


tions, and moſt choice Accommadations, which the 
Earth, the Air, the Seas aftord,—In Imitation of 
the Apoſtle, who, in one Sentence, ex preſſes abun- 


dantly more, than my three Volumes contain; HE 


giveth us all Lo richly to coy. In Imitation of 
the Pſalmiſt alto, who, in ſeveral of his Hymns, 


_ eſpecially in alu civ. celebrates the profuſe Muni- 
| icence of JEHOVAH} profule, even in temporal 
 Bleffings, and with regard to our animal Nature.— 
Does our Nature call for ſomething to ſupport it? 
Here is Bread, ⁊chieh ſlrengthens Man's Heart, and is 


the Staff of his Life. Does our Nature go farther, 
and covet ſomething to pleaſe it! Here is Vine, that 


-maketh glad the Heart of tan; regaling his Palate, 
And exhilarating h his Spirits. Is our Nature yet more 


Craving, and 3 of ſomething to beautify it? 
Here is Oil, that mateth the Face to ſhine, That the 


Countenance may appear, both chearful and amia- 


ble. That Gaicty may ſparkle in the Eye, While 
Beauty glows in the Check. —Now I cannot per- 


jzade myſelf, nor is all Mr. F-ſfley's Rhetoric pow- 


601 enough to convince me, that it is any Diſcre- 


dit, or any Ltror, to follow ſuch Examp! eh 
« But I mention the exquiſite Reliſh of ane . 


« and the Deliciouſneſs of Sturgeon. And are not 
„ ſuch Obſervations beneath the Dignity of a Mi- 
5 * niſter of CHRIS Tet Ar, HMäeſiey does not ob- 


ſerye ; 
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ſerve from whom theſe Remarks proceed. Not from 
Ajpaſin, but Theron, To make him ſpeak like a Mi- 
niſter of CHRIST, or like a Chriſtian of the firſt 
Rank would-be entitely out of Character. It would 


have betrayed an utter Ig gnorance, or a total Diſre- 


gard of Horace 8 Rule; 


 Redidere per fone ſei it convenientia cuique, 


However, I am willing to take all upon myſelf, and 


be reſponſible for the obnoxious Sentiments. I would 


only aſk, is any Thing ſpoken of, which the AL 
MIGHTY has not made? and ſhall I think it 


beneath my Dignity, to magnify the Work of his 


Hands? 5 any Thing ſpoken of, which the AI- 
MIGH EY: has not beſtowe d! and ſhall 1 think it 5 


a Diminution ob my Character, to acknowledg e the 
various Gifts of his Bounty? Has GO 1) niolt- High 


thought it worthy of his infinite Majeſty, to endue 
the Creatures with ſuch pleaſing Qualities, as render 


them a delicious Entertainment to our Appetites ? 


and hall I reckon it a mean ut becoming Em; ploys : 
to bear W itneſs to this conde eſcending Indulzence of 


the DELT 3 articularity | in recounting Beneßts 


Se. 
is ſeldom deemed a Fault. It comes PAP ol no fuch 
Denomination, i in my Syſtem of E 


ns 
ey has a better, in which Ne ale t- aka Inſealibility 


are ranked among the Virtues, 7 mu undoubtedly, 


upon thoſe Principles, drop my Pl, Where they : 


are commendable, my Conduct 805 be inexculable, 
and if inexcuſable, I fear, irreclaimable. For 1 


ſhall never be aſhamed to take a Fiſh, a Fowl, or "By 
Fruit in my Hand, and ſay, * A Prefent this, from 
e gur all-bountiful CREATOR! See its Beauty, 


e taſte. its Syeetneſs, admire its Excellency, and 
e love 


IF Mr. 2 = 
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ba love and adore the great Benefactor. To us he 
< hath freely granted theſe, and other Delights. 
„Though He Himſelf, in the Days of his Fleſh, 
had Gall to eat, and Vinegar to drink.“ 
ce But the mentioning theſe in ſuch a Manner, is 
< a ſtrong Encouragement of Luxury and Senſua- 
lity.“ If, to enumerate a few of theſe Dainties *, 
-DE-# ſtrong Encouragement to Luxury, how much 
more, to create them a, and clothe them with ſuch 
_ Inviting Properties, and recommend them by ſuch 
delicate Attractives —But « The mentioning them 
e in ſuch a Manner.” What! Is this an Encou- 
ragement to Senſuality? To mention them, as ſo 
many Inſtances of divine Beneficence, and ſo many 
Motives to human Gratitude? This, methinks, is 
the Way to prevent the Abuſe of our Animal Enjoy- 
ments, and to correct their pernicious Tendency. 
This is the Way to endear their adorable GI VER, 
and render them Incentives to Love. And the Love 
of GOD, is a better Guard againſt Luxury, a bet- 
ter Preſervative from Senſuality, than all the rigid 
Rules of the Cloyſter or Monaſtery, 
Upon the whole, however well affected Mr. 77 JE 
l:y may be to our civil, he ſeems to be a Kind of 
Malecontent, with ad to our ſpiritual Liber- 
| ties. 'Theſe I mean, which. are conſigned over to : 
us, in the Magna Charta of the Goſpel. e 
We have Liberty, through FESUS CHR IST, 
to uſe not one only, but every Creature of GOD. 
And to uſe them in a /an&ijied Manner, ſo that they 
Fhall not ſenſualize our Affections, but refine and 
exalt them, by knitting our Hearts more inſeparably 3 
10 their 1 munificent ORE: ATOR. According to 


that 5 
* The Scr] pture calls them, Ry al Daintics, Gen, xlix. 20. 
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chat Clauſe in the heavenly Deed, A. Things are yours. 


This you would curtail and diminiſh. | 
We have Liberty to look upon ourſelves, as julli 


fied before G OD, without any Works of our own; 


made perfectly righteous in his Sight, without any 


perſonal Obedience whatever. Entirely through our 


| Repreſentative and Surety, what he has ſuffered, in 
our Name and in our Stead. According to thoſe gra- 
cious Declarations, In the LORD Se I Righreouſ- 


neſs, and by the Obedience of ONE ſhall many be made | 


righteous. This you would ſuperſede and aboliſh. 


We have Liberty to claim and receive this un- 
ſpeakable Privilege, without performing any Con- 
ditions, or ſeeking any Pre-requiſites. Having no 
other Qualification, than that of being loſt 9 i 
and needing no other Warrant, than the divine 
Grant, made and recorded i in the Word of the Goſ- 
pel. According to that moſt generous Invitation, 
Come, buy Wine and buy Milk, without Money and with- 


out Price. According to that moſt gratuitous Con- 


ceſſion, Whoever will, let him take of the Mater of 


Life freely. This you would clog and embatrafs. 


We have Liberty, through our LORPD' 8 Atone- 5 
ment, to look upon ourſelves as made free from all 
Guilt, To conſider our Sins, as abſolutely blotted 


out, never to appear again, either to our utter Con- 


demnation, or to our leaſt Confuſion. 
The three firſt Articles of the Charge, I think; are 
made clear, too clear and undeniable, in the Courſe 


of the preceding Letters. Should you challenge me 


to prove the laſt, T refer you to your Aſſize Ferm n. 


There you tell us, that the Sins of true Believers, as 


well as of Unbelievers, will be brought to Light, 
and 


— 
= 
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and expoſed before the whole World, at the Day of 
univerſal Judgment. 

Here, I muſt do you the Juſtice to acknowled ge, 
that you have not, as in your epiſtolary Animadver- 
ſions on Aſpaſio, required your Audience to aſlent, 
merely becaute you affirm. You attempt to eſtabliſh 
your Opinion by the Authority of Semen; GOD 
ſpall bring every Work into Fudgment, with ö ſecret.” 
Thing, whether it be good or whether it be evil, But 
you ſeem to forget, that the Sins of the Believer are 
r in ola, Things that are not. CHRI ST has 
| blotted out, as a thick Cloud, our Tranſgreſſions ; yea, as 
à thin Cloud, our Sins *. —Conſider them as moral 
| Stains, or Cauſes of Defilement; they are waſhed 
away by the Blood of JESUS. And ſurely the 

Blood of GOD, mult have as powerful an Effect 
on our Souls, as the Waters of Jordan had upon 
Maaman's Body . — Conſider them as contracting 
Guilt, or deſerving Puniſhment; they are vacated; 
they are diſannulled; and, like the dcape-Goat, dil. 
miſſed into the pathleſs inacceſſible Wilderneſs, when 
fought far, they ſhall not be found, —Conſider them in 
either of theſe Reſpects, or under any other Cha- 
racter, and they are, not only covered or ſecreted, 
but aboliſhed, Juſt as the Darkneſs of the Night is 
. = a boliſhed, 


* + 1h xliv. 22. ay Abo Tr N Thus Hon- 
I. gant tranſlates the Words; and, I think, very juſtly. 
J he firſt ſeems to denote an immenſe Arrangement of 
Clouds, covering the Sky. The ſecond fienihes a looſe. 
detached Fragment, floating in the upper Regions. The 
firit, fixed like a V ault; the laſt, failing like a Skiff. This 
Senſe diverſifies the Prophet“ s Imagery, and, inſtead of 
| Tautology, preſents us with a PLAT Gradat. on. d 
#4 Wise 
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aboliſhed, by the Splendor of this clear, ſcrene, de- 


lightful Morning. 

Bring to our Sight, if you can, the Millſtone, that 
is caſt into the Depths of the Sca. Reſtore to its 
former Conſiſtence, the Cloud that is diſſolved in 
Rain. Or find one Dreg of Filthinefs in the new- 
fallen Snow. Then may thoſe I:iquities be brought 
again into Notice, which have been done away 5 
the High-Prieſt of our Profeſion. Which have 


been expiated by the perſect, moſt effectual, and 
glorious Oblation of Himſe! f.—kHis People, when 
riſing from the Bed of Death, will have no more Con- 


5  ſeience of $in in themſelves. They are fully and for 


ever free from the Accuſation of others. So free, 


that Sin ſhall not ſo much as be mentioned unto. 
them; no, nor even remembered by the LORD 
their GOD any more. They are made holy, un 
blameable, and unreprovab] e in his Sight. And they 
Rall be preſented, at the great TG without 9pSt 0 or 


Wrinkle, or any ſuch Thing. 


Thus may we, and thus may our Readers, de 
preſented! So ſhall we meet each other with Com- 
fort at the awful Tribunal; with Joy amidſt the 


Angels of Ligbt, and with everlaſting T ranſport 


around the Throne of the LAM B. To promote 
this bleſſed Event, is the fole Aim of theſe Remon- 


| ſtrances, and che unfeigned Deli of, 


Rer. Sir, Your See. 
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1. E. 1 E. R FI. 
Rev. Sin, 


D's laſt concluded Wach A Sketch of o our Chrif- 
tian Liberty, extracted from the Charter of the 
Goſpel. We have Liberty—to uſe all the Creatures, 
and in a ſanctified Manner to conſider ourſelves, as 
made perfectly righteous, through the Obedience of 

(CHRIST to receive this ein Prerogative, with- 
out performing any Conditions to look upon all 
cour Sins, as totally and finally done away, through | 
the Blood of JESUS. : i 
Perhaps, you will aſk; Where is your Liberty 
from the Power of Sin? Does not this come within 
the Extent of your Charter ?—Moſt certainly, You 
injure our Doctrine, if you deny it. We are un- 
done irreparably, if we continue deſtitute of it. 
Every other Immunity, without this crowning Pri- 
vilege, would be like the magnificent Palace and the 
beautiful Gardens of Pharasb; while Swarms of 
Locuſts filled them, with their 1 Intruſion. = 
But obſerve, Sir; Freedom from the Dominion 


5 of Sin, is the Reſult of all the preceding Bleſſings. 


By revealing theſe in our Hearts, and CHRIST. 
the Author "of them, the HOLY SPIRIT ACTS © 
as the SPIRIT of Liberty. You are a Philoſopher, 

You underitand the Theory of Light. From the 


| Aſſociation of various Kaye, or the Mixture of many 
| Par ent- 


FFF COTA at Fragen.» . 333 
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| Parent-Colours, ſprings that firſt of Elements, and 
beſt of material Gifts, Light. So, from the 


Union, and united Enjoyment of all thoſs heavenly 
Treaſures, ſprings that moſt deſirable Liberty, the 


Liberty of Righteouſneſs, —T his is that Truth, which 


makes us free, This is that Knowledge, by which 
we are renewed after the Image of HIM, that cre- 
| ated us. And theſe are the exccedi ing precious Pro- 
miſes, by which we are Partakers oft the divine Na- 
| ture. Hence we are taught to love the LORD 
our GOD, and to delight! in his adorable Perfecti- 
ons. By this Means, they look with a ſmiling. 
Aſpect upon us, and are unſpeakably amiable to SY 
Under ſuch Views, we ſay of Sin; we ſay of all our 
evil and corrupt Affections; Do not I hate them, O 
"© ORD, that hate Thee? And am I not grieved with | 


thoſe, that riſe 5 againſt Thee? 1 hate them with 4 
perfect Hatred 8 Fl count them 311510. Enemics. 858 | 


Cur 8 AV IOU R's Obedience. This Phraſe 


diſguſts Mr. IViftey. Therefore he cries; “O fay 


«. with the good old Puritans, our SAVIOUR? 8 
Death and Merits.” — Libaſes ſpcoks with St. Haul; 
By the Otedicnce of One. — He ſpeaks with St. Pater; 3 

Laith in the Righteouſueſs of our GOD ond SAPIOUR. — 

He ſpeaks with the Prophets /a:ab and Feremiah ; 5 
In the LORD have 1 Righteouſneſs ; and TE HOP AF . 
7s our Righteouſneſs, —Having theſe Precedents, he 

need not be very lolicitous, who elle is for bim, or 


who is againſt him. 


Though not very ſolicitous about this Matter, 67 
Be ſomewhat ſurpriſed at your vehement Addreſs ; _ 
that you ſhould exhort him ſo earneſtly to © ſpeak 


« with the good old Puritans.” * Has not your Printer 


- omitted a Miſtake ? Did not the Clauſe ſtand | 
1 5 %%% 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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thus in your Manuſeript! 4 With my good Friends 
c the Arminians. 
Expreſſion. Becauſe it is, when rightly underſtood, 
1 a Dagger in the Heart of their Cauſe.— But as to 
the Puritans, they are, one and all, on the contrary | 
Side. Their Language is a perfect Union with A 
paſio's. They glory in the meritorious Obedience of 
their great MEDIATOR. They extol his imputed 
| Righteoufnefs in almoſt every Page; and pour Con- 
| tempt upon all other Works, compared with their 
 LORD's.—What will not an Author affirm, who 
ventures to affirm or inſinuate that the Puritan Wri- 
ters diſuſe this Manner of ſpeaking ? For my Part, 
I know not any Set of Writers in the World, fo 
_ eminently remarkable, for this very Doctrine, and 
this very Diction. I ſaid, in a former Letter, we 
5 would enquire into this Particular. But the Enqui iry 
is quite unneceſſary. It would be like Vis ſearch- 
ing for the Sun, while he ſtands i in its Orb, and is 
e with its Luſtre. 


IF 


They indeed diſapprove this 


„„We ſwarm with Swain And we muſt 


ſwarm with Perſons, whoſe Hearts are Enmity againſt 
:-- ae Law of GOD, ſo long as your Tenets and Ac- 
i ceptance. Who can nge; in a Law, which net- 
ther has been, nor can be fulfilled by them? Which 
bears Witneſs againſt them, and is the Miniftration 
of Death unto them? Teſtifying, like the Hand- 
Writing on Belſhazzar's Wall, Thou art weizhed in 
the Balances, and Hund Wanting : :— Whereas, when 


we ſee it fully ſatisfied on our Behalf, by our 


SURET Y's Obedience; no longer denouncing * 
Curſe, but pronouncing us pleſſed; not purſuing 
us, like the Avenger of Blood, but opening a City 
0 Refuge, tor the baſety 6 of our Souls ; ; we ſhall 


hen | 
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then be reconciled to its Conſtitution nd Deſign, 
We ſhall then take Pleaſure in its X recepts and Pro- 
hibitions. We ſhall ſay with the ":imiſt ; LORD, 
what Love have 1 unto wy Law ! All he Day long i „ 


my Study i in it. 


My Mouth ſhall hee forth thy Righteouſy þ and thy 
Salvation "Thy Mercy which brings my Salva- 
„ tion,“ favs Mr. Wiley, in Oppoſition to the 
Senſe, aſſigned by Apaſio. Which Senſe has been 
vindicated ire. J ſhall therefore not renew my 


Arguments but only expreſs my Wonder. 


As Mr I/e/ley is a Miniſter of the Goſpel, Iwon-' : 
der, that he ſhould ſtudicuſly ſet aſide, what is . 
Peculiarity and Glory of the evangelical Revelation. 
is what an un- 

; enlightened Few might have preached; nay, what a 
more ignorant Heathen might have taught, But 


37, 


« Mercy which brings Salvation, 


Salvation through a divine Righteouſneſs, as the 


adequate and meritorious Cauſe thereof, is the diſtin- 5 
guiſhing Doctrine and the Weereige Excellency of 


; the Goſpel. 


As Mr. Neſſey i is a a Sinner, f wonder; mh ſhould 

chuſe to weaken the Foundation of his own and our 
Hope. Why Mercy alone? Is it not better to put 
our Truſt in Mercy, erecting its Throne on a Pro- 


pitiation, and thence holding forth the golden Scep- 


tre? By the Obedience of IMMANUEL, the Law 

is ſatisfied, as to its Penalty; is fulfilled, as to its 
Precept; and is in every Reſpect, unſpeakably mag- 
nified. This ſhews us the inexhauſtible F ountain of 
Mercy, unſealed ; and every ObfiruQtion to its free Ts 


and copious Flow, removed, 


* 2 e "SL 
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As Mr. I//:fltey is zealous for the Honour of G OD, 


I wonder, he ſhould not prefer that Method of Sal- 
vation, by which every divine Attribute is moſt 
abundantly glorified. This is not done, by expect- 


ing Pardon and Acceptance from Mercy alone; but 
by expecting and receiving them, through our RE 


DEE ME R's Righteouſneſs and Blood. Then we 


have a Diſplay, not only of infinite Love, but of in- 
flexible Juſtice, and incomprehenſible Wiſdom. Here, 


they mingle their Beams, and ſhine forth with 
united 7 eternal Splendour. 


Considering Theſe Things, I am \ fill inclined to 


embrace Aſpaſio's Interpretation of this, and ſuch- 


like Paſſages of Scripture. Wherein Salvation is aſ- 


Cribed to divine Mercy, exerciſed through the Obe- 
dience and Death of CHRIST. Which gives as 
great a Heightening to the Pleſſing, as the Atmo- 


ſphere gives to the Rays of Light, or az the Liz gat 
itſclf 1 imparts to the Scenes of Creation. 
Thoſe divine Treaſures, which ſpring from the 


8 Jmputat! on of CHRIST's Righteouſneſs. Not 
c a Word of his atoning Blood. —1I wiſh, you 
would turn back to Apaſio's ; Definition of this Phraſe, 


as it is laid down at the Beginning of the Confe- 
rence ; to be the Ground- VV ork of all the Dialogues, 


| and of all the Letters. You will then perceive, 


that there is not a Word of this Kind, but CHRIST'S 
atoning Blood 1s included | in it. Without this, his 


| Righteouſneſs had not been perfect. Without this, 
his Righteo uſneſs could not be imputed. Some Pep. 
ple have a trea acherous Memory, and really forget 
Things. Others have a perverſe Mind, and reſoly ve. 
not to regard them, Which of theſe j is Mr. Well: 


Cate, 


{ 
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Caſe, I preſume not to fay ; ; let his own 1 Conſcience 


determine, 


*Tis true, we « love to 1051 of the Righteouſ- 
« neſs of CHRIST.” Yet not becauſe © it af- 


4 fords a fairer Excule for our own Unrighteouſneſs.“ 


For indeed it affords no Excuſe at all. On the Loft 


trary, it renders Unrighteouſneſs quite inexcuſable. 
Becauſe it yields new and nobler Motive es to ell holy 


| Obedience. But we love to ſpeak of the Righteouſ- 8 


neſs of CHRIST, becauſe it is the moſt comprehen- 


five Expreſſion, and the grandeſt 1 in the 


V orld.— I he moſt Com rehenſi ve Ex preſſion; as it 
-l; 5 
Genotes all that he has done and ſuffered, both his 


meritorious Life, and his atoning Blood. —T he 
hn 2 Theme. Conſider all thoſe Bleſlinss, which 


| Þave been vouchfafed to GOD's People, before our 


SAVIOUR appeared on Earth; add all the Pleſlings, 


vihich will be vouchſafed, until the Conſum mation 


of all Things: Conſider all that Good, which is 
compriſed in a Deliverance from the nethermoſt 5 
Hell; together with all that Bliſs, which is contained 


in the Pleaſures and Glories of the heavenly State. 


All theſe to be enjoyed, through a boundleſs Eter- 
nity; and by Multitudes of redeemed Sinners, num 
berleſs as the Sands upon the Sea-Shore. Then. 
aſk; What is the procuring Cauſe of all ? Whence 
do cheſs ineftim:; able Benefits proceed 2 From the 
Righteouſneſs, the ſole Righteouſneſs of FE SUS: - 
CHRIST.—-Is it not then. worthy to be uppermoſt 
in our Thoughts, and foremoſt on our Tongues? 
Might not the very Stones cry out, and reproach our 
Inſe -nſibility, if we did not love to talk « of this di- 


vincly precious Righteouſneſs ? 


NVP 


"Gn 63> Fre. one i Cana © 
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Faith is a Perſuaſion, that CHRIST has ſhed 
his Blood for me, and fulfilled all Righteouſneſs in 
my Stead, © I can by no Means ſubſcribe to this 
ay Definition. ”—You might very ſafely ſubſcribe to 
this Definition, if you would ſuffer St. Peter to 
| ſpeak his genuine! Sentiments. Deſcribing the Faith 


of the primitive Chriſtians, he calls it ) 


00 Un» Faith in the Righteouſneſs. He ſays nothing of 


the atoning Blood. But does he thereſore exclude 


it? He ſpeaks of nothing but the juſtifying Righte- 
ouſneſs. And will you totally diſcard it? It is the 
central Point in his Faith, and ſhall it have no Place. 
in yours ?—Rzighteorſneſs, he aſſures us, was the 
Object of the Believer's Faith, even the Righteouſ- 
neſs of our GOD and SAVIOUR FESUS CURIST. 


But how could this be the Object of their Faith, if 
it was not fulfiiled in their Stead ? Or how could 


they truly believe in this Rightcouſnels, if they did 


not regard 1 it, as performed% for them, and impured o 
them 
„There are Hundreds, yea past of true 
„ Believers, who never once thought, one Way or 


le the other, of CARIST's fulhlling all Righte- 


& oguſneſs in their Stead.” — Then their Faith is like 
N the Sight of the Perſon, 700 o ſaw 1 MHen as Trees walk- 


ing. He ſaw them indeed, but very dimly, in- 
_ diſtinctly, confuſedly, And *tis pity, but they were 


more thoroughly inſtructed. unto the Kingdom ER, 


GOD.—Not one of thoſe. Thoufands s, provided he 
fixes his Hope waolly upon the Merits of CHRIST, 
would reject this delightful Truth, if it was offered, 
with ſcriptural Evidence, to his Underſtanding. 


| Reject it! No ſurely. He would joyfully embrace 


it, if offered, with that ſingle, dut undeniable Evi = 
dence ; F 
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dence; CHRIST was made Sin for us, though He 


knew no Sin, that we might be made the Righteouſneſs of 


GOD in Him. 


« You perſonally know many, who to this Hour | 
„ have no Idea of CHRIST's Righteouſneſs.” — 


Surely then it behoves you, as a Lover of Souls, 


and as an Ambaſſador of CHRIST, to teach them 
the Way of GOD more perfectly *. So doing, you 
will be employed much more ſuitably to your Func= 
Lion, and much more profitably to your Brethren, 
than in your preſent Attempt. By which, you 
would weaken the Hands, and defeat the Deſigns of 
thoſe, who endeavour to ſpread abroad the Savour 
of this Knowledge, in every Place. And who, 
notwithſtanding all that you perſonally ænow, muſt 5 
unalterably path in their Method, Which is, to 
_ regulate their Definition of Faith, not by the State 
of your ſuppoſed Believers, but by the expreſs De- 
claration of the unerring Word. And from this, 
they have Authority to maintain, that Faith i inthe": 
imputed Righteouſneſs of CHR IST, is a funda- 55 
mental Principle to every Believer, wao o underſtands N 


upon what Foundation he is ſaved. 


I heſe your Acquaintance, thou: oh they have no 
Idea of CHRIST'S Riohteouſneſs, yet © have 


« each of them a divine Evidence and Convidtion, 


« CHRIST loved me, and gave Him f for me.“ — 


In this Cafe, don't you take rather te much upon 
vou ' Have you then the apoſtolical Gift of diſcern= 
ing Spirits ? It 9 it will be impoſſible for you to 5 


5 Mr. 22 cannot . What! Teach a Pen : 
which 1 diſapprove? Since he himſelf has allowed is 
has approved it; has ſet his Seal to it; again and in : 


in the Courſe of theſe hls Remarks, 
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know the Man, excluſive of yourſelf, who is cer- 
tainly poſſeſſed of this divine Evidence. You may 
form a charitable Judgment or a prevailing Hope. 
Which ſcems to be the utmoſt you can warrantably 
claim with regard to others. And while you enter- 
tain this Hope, we ſhall allow it to indicate the Be- 
nevolence of your Heart; but cannot admit it, as a 
Proof of your Point: That» People may be full of 
Faith and Love, yet have no Idea of CHRIST's 

| Righteouſneſs, We would alſo caution you to take 
| Heed, leit, through an immoderate Fondneſs for in- 
creahng the Num ber of your Converts, you are led 
to deceive yourſelf a d others; regiſtering thoſe as 
real Bclievers, whom the LORD hath not regiſtered, 
By this Means, you may be confirmed in your Un- 
ſeoriptural Netion, that the Righteous fall away, and 
the Fal itaful a apoſtatize. Whereas, they who fall 
away, were righteous only! in Appearance, and they 
WhO 2 benen were no otherwiſe than profeſſion- | 
ally faithful. What you fee drop f from tue ID Q 
not a Star, but a Meteor only. 

Faith is the Hand which receives all that is laid 
up in CHRIST —4 [paſta expreſſes him. it thus ; 
CHRIST is 4 Store- Houſe of all Good. What- 
ever is neceliary to remove our Guilt, whatever 18 
expedient for renewing our Nature, whatever is pro- 
per to lit us for the eternal F ruition of CG OD; all 
this is laid up in „ And : this is re- 
_ ceived by Faith, for our A} pplication, | Ule, and E 11— 
joyment. — 0 this Mr. N efiey ſubjoins a Word of 

| Objection; but not in due Scaſon.“ e 18 diſ- 
5 playing the Efficacy of Faith; Mr. Phys Argu- 
ment is levelled againſt the Lndut fectib! lity of F KY 
| However, as it is your favourite Objection, it hall 
| : | | | not. 
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not be treated as an Intruder. | « If we make Sh; 55 


« wreck of the Faith, how much ſuever is laid up in 


« CHN IST, from that Hour we receive nothing.” 


Have you never heard of the Anſwer, which the 


Spartan states returned, to an inſolent and barba- 
rous E mbaſly, from Philip of Mace You may 


read it, in the Book you are cenſuring; and may re- 


ceive it as a Reply to this, and your other Surmiſes 
of this Nature. It was all compriſed in that ſingle 
Monoſyllable I F,—A mere 1 ofeſſor may make 


Shipwreck of the Doctrine of Faith; a true Believer 
does not make Shipwreck of the 01 race of Faith. 


No, nor ever will, unleſs. CHRIST's Interdenen 
be made of none Effect; 1 have frayed, tut ſuch 


Faith fail not. d : 
288. Aniwered already, i in Number 285. 


* 


 Ajpaſir, _ deſc ribing t. de dread ful Nature 5 8 the 


Command, given to Arab am, ſays; T by Hands | 
mult lift che deadly Weapon; thy 112 nds muſt point 
it to the beloved Breaſt; FR own Hands muſt urge 
its Way, through the -ulhing Veins and the ſhive * : 
ing Fle eſh, till it be plunged in the throbbing Heart. N 
Are not theſe Deſcriptio 18 far too ſtrong! oy This 
is ſobmitted to the Judgment of the Re. ar. [+ would 
only obſerve, that the more tt. rongly the Horrors of 5 
the ttemendous Deed are repr reſented, the a 


: ftriking will the Difficulty. of the Du 


2 66 wreught 


uty appear... 
Conſequently, the more. efficacious and te jumpha ant 
the Power of Faith. — May not theſe e Deſe: iptions 
& occaſion unprofitable Reafoni! ugs in many Rea- 
« ders! What unprofitable Reaf ſonings may be 
occaſioned, I do not pretend to cuels. But t. the juſt 5 
and natural Refle ction, ariſing from the Conſidera- 
tion of ſuch a Circumitance, i is; What has Faith 
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cc wrought! It purifies and exalts the Affections. It 


& invigorates and ennobles the Soul. Makes it bold 


e to undertake, and ſtrong to execute, every great 
© and heroic Work. I fee, therefore, it is not in 
< vain, that the Scripture ſo frequently inculcates 
„% Faith; lays fo remarkable a Streis upon Faith; 
< and es it in the very Front of all Chriſtian 
ce Duties.” This is the Vitiery that overcometh the 
IForld, overcometh Self, overcometh all Things, 
How could he ( Zoravam) juttify it to the World ? 
& Not at all.” — True; not to the unbelieving 
World. They will vous; as Mr. I ey on another 
Occaſion. What! Stab his Son, his beſt- beloved, 
his only Son to the Heart? Could the GOD of 
Goodneſs command ſuch a Piece of Barbarity ! Im- 
e I could ſooner be a Deiſt, yea an Atheiſt, 
than 1 could believe this. It is leſs abſurd to deny 
the very Being of a GOD, than to make Him an 
| almighty Tyrant.“ — But to the believing World, | 
who fear the LO Rb, and hearken to the 2 of 
his Servants, , 5 Conduct will never ſtand in 
Necd of a Vindication. By them it will be highly : 
extolled, and greatly admired. It v il be an undeni- 
able Demonſtration of the Reality and dincerity of | 
| his Faith; of its very ſuperior e and in⸗ 
| vincible elend. | | . 
You take the direct And certain Way to obtain 
ſubſtantial Comfort. The Righteouſneſs of our 
LORD JESUS CHRIST, after Which you enquire, 
about which you are ſolicitous, is a never- failing 
Source of Conſolation. Thus Apa 2 writes to The 
ron — What! Without the Atonement ?” cries 
Mr. IWeftey. To which he adds, in a following Para- 
; brach; 80 the Death of CHR IST | is not e much 


0 28 . 8 
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« as named.” This puts me in Mind of an Ob- 
jection, no very formidable one, made againſt that 
_ introductory Exhortation to the Common Prayer, 
| Dearly beloved Brethren. So then, ſaid a candid 
Examiner, Women hw no Part in your Worſhip. 
They are not ſo much as named. But] forbear, If 
you are not aſhamed of repeating, I am aſhamed of 
refuting, ſo frequently refuting uch an empty Cavil. 
5 And, believe, tne Reader is tired with us both. 
306. I have no great Objection © your Alteration £5 
of Aſpaſin 8 Comment. duppoſe, we compromiſe 
Matters, and conſider the Oil, poured on Aarons 
Head, and emptying itſelf from Zecharial's Olive- 
Tree, as typical both of the Merits and the SPIRIT 
of CHRIST. Which, like Light and Heat in the 
Sun, are indiffolubly connected. Or, to make uſe _ 
of a ſacicd illufiration, are like the living Creatures 
and the Wheels in Ezekiel's Viſion. Men the liv, ng 
Creatures went, the IV heels went by them. IW hen the 
: living Creatures were lift up from the Ear th, the IVheels 
were lift up. Whither ſoever the former were to go, 
the latter went alſo, — For the ſake of obliging Mr. 
M eſſey, 1 | call this a Compromiſe. But if he can 
1 prevail on himſelf to read the Paraphraſe on the two 
Paſſages, without Prepoſſeſſion, be will find this 
Aſſociation of Senſes anticipated by Aſpaſio. 1 
Has the Law any Demand, ſays Ajpaſio © It muſt 2 
goto CHRIST for Satisfaction. From which you 
draw this injurious Conſequence, “ Then I am not 
e obliged to love my Neighbour. CHRIST has 
4“ ſatisfied the Demand of the Law for me.“ This 5 


5 Objection has already received an Anſwer. 


1 ſhall therefore content myſelf with ſhewing, why 
1 call your Concluton injurious, Becauſe, lixc the 


- 15 „ deaf 
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deaf Adder, it ſtoppeth the Ear, an my own 
Explication of my own Phraſe. A Note is added, 
on purpoſe to limit its Senſe, and obviate your Miſ- 
repreſentation. This you totally diſregard, and ar- 
ak as if no ſuch Precaution was uſed: "The Note 
informs you, that the Law—the commanding Law 
is ſatisfied with nothing leſs than perfect Obellience; 
add the broken Law inſiſts upon condign Puniſh- _ 
ment. Now if it muſt nor, for Stielen to both 
theſe Demancs, go to CHRIST our divine Huſ- 
band, where will it obtain any ſuch Thing? Who 
35 able to give it, among all the Children of Alan? 
However: leſt we offend; needieily offend an) 
Reader; 1 promiſe, that in caſe the Provid dence. of 
, G01 and the Favour of the. Public call for a new 
Edition, ee Mall alter his Language. Thus 
the Paragraph mal. tand Does the Fs demand 
« perfect F urity of Nature, and perfect Obed enee 
5 & of Life? It mu 4 80 to HI VI lor Satisfact: Vi. 
e Do we want © zrace, and Glory, and every good 


888. 
— Gift? We — may 100k to HH] M1 tor a SUPP. y. 0 to | 
| 0 1 M, T4 TW 50 72 it Lain Pleaſed tle. £4 77 HE F OY 


ec that 6 12 Fit. neſs thou! 4 -darvell.. - 


For all his Peco le. — With this Ph ale Me: Le 
is chagrined, This he will not ſufler to paſs with. 
out Animadverſion. though he 7770 know, if Pre- 
Judice has not blinded his Uncerſt: anding, that it is 
pure Scripture.“ Wb does he not ſhew the ſame 
Biflatisfaction, with the Angel th 1at appeared unto 
Poſe bh, and with Zachariab the Baptiſt” s Father? 
"The former of whom lays; He ſhall fave 555 People 5 


from their Sins. The latter declares; He ſhall give 


Knowledge of Salvation unto his People, by the Re- 
million. Of their Sins. w By: does he not put the 
55 | ſame | 


ſame Queſtion unto them, and draw the fame In- 
terence upon them? „“ But what becomes of all _ 
other People? Sometimes Mr. J//ley is fo at- 


tached to the Scriptures, that nothing will pleaſe 


him, but ſcriptural Expreſſions. Here he is fo wed- 
ded to ſeif-Opinion, that even ſcriptural Expreflions 
will not pals current, When yy ſeem to thwart his | 


own Notions. | 
For all his People—From this Exprefion, though 
uſed by a Prophet, authoriſed by an Angel, and to 


be found in many Places of Scripture, Mr, Veſey 


deduces ſome very ofenſive and dreadful Conſe - 
_ quences. So dreadful, that he“ would ſooner be 
a Turk, a Deiſt, yea an Atheiſt, than he could be- 
lie ve them.“ *—My dear Sir, let me give you a 
| Word of friendly Advice, before you turn Turf, or 
Deiſt, or Atheiſt See, that you firſt become an 


| þonejt Man. Th bey will all dilown vou, if you go 
over to their P Party, deſtitute of common Honeſty. 


Methinks, I hear you ſaying, with ſome Emo- 


tion ; What do you mean by this Advice? Or what 

Relation has this to the Subject of our preſent En- 

quiry. nn A pretty near Relation. Our of Zeal to 

demoliſh the Doctrine of Election, you ferw ple not 
to overleap the Bounds of Integrity and Truth. — 

f Moyſterious ſtill! 1 know not, what you aim at. 

Then b be pleaſed to review a Paſſage, in your Book : 


on Original Sin; where you have thoupht proper to 


'make a Quotation from my Dialogues. It relates to 


5 that great Doctrine of the (0 ſpel, CHRIST becom: ing 


e Repreſentative and fo:deral Head of Sinners. 
5 Upon this Occaſion Aſpaſ 70 ſays; 36 As Alam was a 
0 public Perſon, and acted in the Stead of all Man- 
# kind; ſo 04 . 87 was a pus lic Perſon, and 
| ne aGted | 
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c ated in Behalf of all his People. As Alam was 
„the firſt general Repreſentative of this Kind, 
« CHRIST was the ſecond and laſt,” Here, you 

ſubſtitute the Word Mankind, inſtead of this Kind; 

and thereby lead the Reader to ſuppoſe, that Aſpaſio 
conſiders our glorious Repreſentative, as ſtanding in 
this Capacity to the whole human Race; than 
which nothing can be more mjurious to the Senſe of 
his Words, 

at firſt thought it das poſkibly be the Effect of 

Inadvertency. But could a Perſon of Mr. J//ley's 

Diſcernment, allow himſelf to nod over a Paſſage, 

which he knew to be of a critical and controverted 

Import ?—Perhaps, it might be the Printer's Fault; 

an Error of the Preſs, I would willingly have 11 

ted one of theſe extenuating Circumſtances, till I 

came to the Bottom of the Page. Where, to my 
great Aſtoniſhment, I found the following Wards, 
incloſed within the Marks of the fame Quotation, 
and aſcribed to Aſþaſio. All theſe Expreſſions de- 
„ monſtrate, That Adam (as well as CHRIST) 
« was a Repreſentative of all ankind.,” Then I 
could no longer forbear crying out; There is Treachery, 

O Abaziah! A falſe Quotation, not made only, but 

repeated, cannot be owing to Negligence, but muſt 

proceed from Deſign. And this, I ſhould think, 
can never be defended, no, nor with a good Grace 

excuſed, by Mr. Moſſiey's moſt devoted Admirers. A 

ſtudious Alteration of our Words, and an evident 


e Pervetſion of their Meaning, are defenſible by no Ar- 


5 guments, are excuſable on no Occaſion. | 
Q.uite inexcufable this Practice. And is not your 
Language equally offenſive? Is not your Conclu- 


Fon very | aback gt when Jos ſuppoſe Aſpaſio, 


though 
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though uſing the Words of Scripture, yet repreſenting 
GOD, as an almighty Tyrant?“ —Surely, you 
had better forbear ſuch horrid and ſhocking Expreſ- 
ions. Eſpecially, as you cannot deny, that many 
Paſſages in Scripture, ſeem at leaſt to countenance 
this chnoxious Tenet, As you very well know, that 
many Perſons, eminent for their Learning and ex- 
emplary 1 in their Lives, have written in Defence of 
it, and bled for the Confirmation of it. As we have 
Proofs more than a few, that you are far from being 
infallible in your Judgment; yea, far from being in- 
variable in your Opinion.” Witneſs your former] No- 
tions of Matrimony : Witneſs the Character you 
formerly gave of the Moravian Brethren : And the 
Eſteem which you once had, for the Myſtics, and 
their Writings. —Conſidering yourſelf, «therefore, it 
would better become you to be diffident on ſuch a 
Subject, and ſay, (That which I know not, LORD 
teach thou me.” And J imagine, it can never be- 
come you, on any Subject What ever, to break out | 
into ſuch Language, as ought not to be named 
among Chriſtians : Ought to have no Place, but in 
the boctomleſs Pit,—T! his is an Admonition, which, 
while I ſuggeft to you, Sir, I charge on myſelf, : 
The tres following Paragraphs relate to a Doc- 
trine, which you are Fond to attack, and which Aſ- 
; paſio ſtudiouſſy declines. It conſtitutes no Part of 
his Plan. It forms not fo much as the Out-Works. 
Be it demoliſhed or eſtabliſhed, the grand Privilege, 
and the invaluable Bleſſing , of Tufliicarion through) 
the Righteouſneſs of CHR IST; remains unfluket . 


ſtands immoveable.—In applying this to ourſelves, 


Ve proceed neither upon univerſal nor particular Re- 
demption, but 02: wy upon the divine Grant, and the 
5 Fe divine 
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divine Invitation. We aſſure ourſelves of preſent 
and eternal Salvation, through this perfect Righte- 
ouſnel! s, not as Perſons elected, but as Perſons, war- 
ranted by the Word of GOD; bound by the Com- 
mand of GOD; and d by the SPIRIT of GOD. 
— Therefore, while you are encountering this Doc- 
trine, I would be looking unto FESUS; ; be view- 
ing the Glory of my LORD; contemplating HIS 
Perfection, and my own Completeneſs in HIM. 
If I divert, for a Moment, from this delichtful 
Object, it is only to touch upon one of your Re- 
monſtrances. You ſuppoſe, that, according to the 
Calviniſlic Scheme, GOD denies what is neceſſary 
for preſent Comfort and final Acceptance e, even to 
ſome who ſincerely ſeek it. This is contrary to 
Scripture, and no leſs contrary to the Doctrine of 
your Opponents. However, to confirm yourſelf in 
this Miſapprehenſion, you aſk, © W ould you deny 
it to any, if it were in your Power! - To ſhew 
the Error of ſuch a Sentiment, and the Fallacy of 
ſuch Reaſoning 1 ſhall 128 8 mention a recent melan- 
55 8 Fact. | | | 
News is brought, that the Prince George Man of 
War, Admiral Brodericl's own Ship, is burnt, and 
ſunk, and above four hundred Souls, that were on 
board, are periſhed, Six Hours, the Flames prevailed; 
while every Means was uſcd, to preſerve the Ship 
and Crew; but al! to no Purpoſe, In the mean 
Time, Shiricks and Groans, bitter Moanings, and 
piercing Cries, were heard from every Quarter, Rav- 
ing, Deſpair, and even Madnets e them- 
ſclves, in a Variety of F orms. Some ran to and fro 
diſtracted with Terror, not RI ing what they did, 
or what they ſhould do. Others Jum; 3 over W 8 
from 


LET. 11. REV. MR. WESLEY. 289 


from all Parts; and, to avoid the Purſuit of one 
Death, leaped into the Jaws of another. Thoſe 
unhappy Wretches, who could not ſwim, were 
obliged to remain upon the Wreck, though Flakes 
of Fire fell on their Bodies. Soon the Maſts went 
away, and killed Numbers. Thoſe, who were not 
killed, thought themſclves happy, to get upon the 
floating Limber. Nor yet were they "Ip for, the 
Fire, having communicated itſelf to the Quins, which 
were loaded and ſhotted, they ſwept Multitudes 
from this their laſt Refuge. — What fay you, Sir, to 
this diſmal Narrative ? Does not your Heart bleed ? 
Would you have ſtood by, and denied your Succour, 
if it had been in your Power to help? Would not 
you have done your utmoſt, to prevent the fatal Ca- 
taltrophe ? Yet the LORD faw this extreme Dif- 
| treſs. He heard their piteous Moans. He was able 
to fave. them, yet withdrew his Aſſiſtance. Now, 
becauſe you would gladly have ſuccoured them if you | 
could, and GOD ALMIGHTY could, but would 
not ſend them Aid; will you therefore conclude, 
: that 1:1 are above your LORD, and that your LON 
ing-Kindneſs is greater than His? I will not offer to 
charge any ſuch Conſequence 1 upon you. I am per- 


15 ſu aded you 2bhor the Thought. 


The Wedding Garment here means Holineſs.” $ 
Thus faying, you depart from Hengelius, for whom 
you profeſs fo high a Regard. Bengelius overlooks 


pour Expoſition, and gives his Vote. for Aſpaſms. 


Hes c. tis oft juflitia CHRISTI. Awed by fo ve- 
nerable an Authority, you have not ventured to ex- _ 
clude this Senſe from your Comment. You have 
admitted it, into your expoſitory Notes, yet will 
not allow Abe to admit it, into his Diſcourſe with 


U 3 Theron. 
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Theron. Theſe are your Words; The Wedding- 


„ Garment, that is, the Righteouſneſs of CHRIST, 


c firſt imputed, then implanted.” Which, by the 
Way, is not perfealy accurate, nor according to 
the Language of the Goſpel. The Goſpel diftin- 


guiſhes between the Righteouſneſs of CHRIST, 
and our own Righteouſneſs. "That which is im- 


puted, goes under the former, that which is im 


planted, under the latter Dehomination. 


However, let us conſider the Circumſtances of the 


| Caſe, and we ſhall find, that our common Favourite 
Bengelius has Probability and Reaſon on his Side. 


The Gueſts mentioned in this Parable, conſiſted of 
poor Outcaſts, collected from the Highways and 


Hedges. Now we cannot ſuppoſe, that People in 
Tock: a Condition, and coming at a Minute's Warn- 
Ing, ſhould be able to furniſh theinſelves with a Dreſs 

of their own, ſuitable to the grand Occaſion, Here 


then perſonal Holineſs is put out of the Queſtion. — 


But we muſt ſuppoſe, (which is conformable to the 
Eaſbern Cuſtoms) that the King had ordered his Ser- 


vants, to accommodate each Gueſt from the royal 
Wardrobe. That each might have this additional 


Token of his Sovereign's Favour, and all might be 
_ arrayed in a Manner, becoming the magnificent So- 


lemnity. I his exactly correſponds with the Nature 
of imputed Righteouſreſs. 


Farther; the Conquer vou will rea tidy allow, * 


the 2 0 of Sin, and Peace with GOD, the di- 
vine S IRI T, and eternal Life. From all which, 
Ts uniting their happy Influence, true Holineſs ſprings. 

To ay, that Holineſs is the Wedding— Garment, ne- 

| ceſlary for cur Introduction to this Baoquet, favours 


i Wan like ſaying Holineſs is neceſſary to 
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Holineſs—it is abſolute Legality ; for it makes the 
Performance of all Duties, the Way to the RE- 
DEEMER's Grace—it implies an Impoſſibility; 
the Sinner, that can exerciſe Holineſs, before he re- 
ceives CHRIST and his SPIRIT) is like the dead 

Man, who ariſes and walks, before he 1 is reſtored to 

Life. 

The grand End which GOD propoſes i in \ all his 
favourable Diſpenſations to fallen Man, is to Ae 
ſtrate the Sovereignty of his Grace, © Not ſo.“— 
Do you mean, Aſpa/i9 has not ſpoken ſo? That you 
have miſrepreſented his Senſe? Have clipped and diſ- 
figured his Coin? If this is your Meaning, you 
ſpeak an undoubted Truth. His Words are, To 
e demonſtrate the Sovereignty, and advance the 
« Glory of his Grace.“ Why did you ſuppreſs the 

Jaſt Clauſe? Was you afraid it would ſupply the De- 
ficiency, which you charge on Apaſto, and expreſs 


the Idea of imparting Happineſs? If fo, your Fears 


are juſt enough. Why did you not take into Conſi- 
deration thoſe Texts of Scripture, with which Af. 

paſo confirms his Tenet? Ought you not to have 
overthrown thoſe Teſtimonies, before you deny his 
Doctrine? Otherwiſe, you oppoſe your own Au- 


\  thority, to the Deciſion of a Dun and of an. 


Apoſtle. _ 

Not fo, proceeds Mr. IV, fey. To impart « Hap- 
. pineſs to his Creatures, is his grand End herein.“ 
The devout Prophet ſpeaks otherwiſe; ¶ have cre- 0 
ated Him for my Glory. The wiſe Moraliſt ſpeaks 
| otherwiſe ; : The LORD hath created ail Things for 
Himfeif, The holy Apoſtle ſpeaks otherwiſe; To 
he Praiſe of the Glory of his Grace, From which, 
and from innumerable other Places of Scripture, from 
— 5 . 18 the : 
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the Reaſon of the Thing, and from the very Nature 
of the SUPREME BEING, it appears, that the 
primary leading Aim, in all GUD's Works, and 
all GOD's Dilpenſatious, is his own Glory. The 
Felicity of his Creatures, though not ſeparated from 
it, though evidently included im it, is {till ſubordi- 
nate to it. And ſurely it is very meet and right fo to 
| be. Can there be a nobler End, or more worthy of 
an infinitely wiſe Agent, than the Diſplay of thoſe 
ſublime Perfections, 7505 hh, and each which, 
and to which, are all Things? Could GOD n ah 
any other Being the principal End of his acting, Hie 
would undeiſy himſelf, and give his Glory to der, 
Does any Creature ima ine his own Happineis to 
be a higher! nd, than the divine Glory? He thereby 
| 13 the GODHE AD, makii; Z, as far as in him 


les, JEHOVAH the Subject, an d Himtelf the 6 


a : I | 3 
6 Barely to demonſtrate his: een The 
Word baieiy is not uled by Ajpajie. But i gives ano- 
ther Specimen of r. Meſiey's int depth in ſtating. 
Ttuth, and doing Juſtice to his Gpponents. k is 
not ſaid, the ſole, but the grata Lad: Therefore, 
would any unpreju wiced Perſon conclude, thi re mull 
| be tone other, though inferior. Purpoſe. No, ſays 
Mr. Lefty; hence. Fi inter, that it was bare to de- 
monſtrate his Soverci; gnty. Jo you fo? I hen your 
Inference is of a Piece wih che Dotation, that as 
Valid, as this is faithful. _ 
„ Barely to e his Sovercignty, -_ is a 
| Principle of Action fit for the great 'Tutk, not for 
the moſt high GOD. Such a fraudulem Quota- 
tion ] have not often ſeen, no, not in the Critical 
Reviewers, | To mark the Sentence with Commas, 
e | and 
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and thereby affign it to Aſpaſio, 18 really a Maſter- 


piece, eſpecially, after you have thruſt in the Word 
barely, and lopped off the Word Grace. You have 
treated the Paſſage worſe than Nehaſh King of An- 
mon, treated the Ambaſiadors of David. They were 
aſha:ned to thew their Faces, under ſuch Marks of 
Abuſe and Diſgrace. I am no leſs aſhamed of the 
Clauſe, as you Have mangled and diſguiſed it. But 
reſtore it to its true State; let it y wear its native Af- 
pect; then ice what 1s | blameable, or. nat is of 
fenſive in it, 
The grand Fad; which GOD propoſes, in all 
his e E Diſperta ions to fallen Man, is, to 
demonſtrate che Sovereignty, and advance the Glory 
of his Grace, —T he Gry, that it may appear rich, 
unbounded, and infinitely ſurpaffing, all we can 
with or ima, zine.—1 he Sor Veretgnty, that it may ap- 
pear free, undeſerved, aud abſolutely independe ut on 
any Goodneſs in the Creature, — 1 hat Sinners may | 
receive We witzout waiting for Now amiadie Quali- 
ties, or periorming any recommending Conditions. 
— In nat, when received, it may op the Mouth of 
boatting ; may cut off all Pretenſions of perſonal = 
Merit; and teach every Tongue to fay, Not unto us, | 
Wt, LORD, not unto us, but unte cd Name. de the 
Praiſe. 
And ſhould we not greatly rejoice in 1 this Method 
of the divine Procedure? That 4 LORD orders 
all Things relating to our Salvation, ts the Prai: of 
| the Glory of his Grace? Can any Thing be more ho- 
nourable to our Nature, or more tranſporting to our 
Souls? Can any Thing ſo firmly eſtabli ch, or 10 high=:- 
1 exalt our Honeet Angeis, Prin cipalities, _ 
7 Powers; ; all} in tellectual Creatures, i in all Ages, and 


. „ 
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all Worlds; are to look unto 26, unto us Men they 5 
are to look, for the moſt conſummate Diſplay of 
GOD's Grace. Our Exaltation and Felicity are to 
be the Mirror, in which the wondering Cherubim 
and Seraphim will contemplate the ſuperabundant 
Goodneſs of JEHOVAH. How great muſt that 
Honour and that Happineſs be, which are intended 
to exhibit the tulleſt, faireſt, brighteſt View of 
Ob's infinitely glorious Grace ! How fure muſt 
that Honour and Happineſs be, which are ſo inti- 
mately connected with the Glory of the omnipotent 
King! Which can no more fail of their Accompliſh- 
ment, than the amiable Attributes of GODHE AD | 
can be ftripped of their Luſtre! _ 
GOD is a boundleſs Ocean of Good. Nay, 
„ that Ocean is far from boundleſs, if it „ | 
% paſſes by nine Tenths of Mankind.” —W hat, if 
it had paſſed by all Mankind, as it certainly did all 
tbe Devils, would it have been the leſs boundleſs on 
that Account? I wiſh, methinks, you would ſtudy 


the Evil of Sin more, and not fo frequently obtrude 


upon us a Subject, of which neither you nor I ſeem to 
be Maſters, Then we ſhould neither have hard 
Thoughts of GOD, nor high Thoughts of our- 
* 7 | 
You cannot N GOD 1 enter into a 
freſh Covenant, with an znfofvent and attainted Crea- 


ture *. Theſe are Alraſio s Words. Jo which Mr. 


 W:ſteyreplies; . 6 I both ſuppoſe and know He did.” _ | 


| Satis cum imperio. Then be pleaſed, Sir, to ſhew 
us, where the Almighty entered into a Covenant | 
with fallen Alam; for of him v we are ſpeaking. Pro- 


duce | 


3 o lab. 1 attainted een Mr. 2 has £ 
changed into © a Rebel.” 9 8 5 | 
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duce the original Deed ; at leaſt favour us with a 


Tranſcript. And we will take your Word, when * 
is backed with ſuch Authority. 


GOD made the new Covenant with CHRI 97. 


5 and charged Him with the Performance of the Con- | 
ditions. © ] deny both theſe Aſſertions. „55 


Phat is your Reaſon for this Denial? Is it Jebiideds 5 
from Scripture? Nothing like it. Is it founded on 
the Nature of Things? No Attempt is made towards 
it. But you yourſelf affirm, that theſe Aſſertions 


„ are the central Faint, wherein Calviniſm and FP 


« tinomianiſm meet.“ Or, in other Words, they 
tend to eſtabliſh, what you Ciflike 3 and to over- 
throw, what you have taught. This is all the 
Cauſe, which you aſſign for your Denial. I cannot 


but wiſh, that, whenever I engage in Controverſy, _ 


my Adveilary may be furniſhed with fuch Arg 7 
ments. 


Vou deny the Aſſertions now. But don't t you Jars 3 


get, what you allowed and maintained a little while 
ago? when you yourſelf, adopting a Paſſage from 

| Theron and Aſpaſi 2, called CHRIST a federal 

„ Head!“ — Pray, what is a fœderal Head, but a 
Perſon with whom a Covenant is made, in Behalf of 
himſelf and others? Here your Judgment was ac- 
cording unto I'ruth. Fit, perfectly fit for ſuch an 
Office, is CHRIST; whoſe Life is all his own, 
ho is able to merit, and mighty to ſave. But abſo- 
lutely unfit for i it, utterly,incapable of it, is fallen Man; 8 


whole Life is forfeited, whoſe moral Ability is loſt, 


and whoſe very Nature is Enmity againſt GOD. 


I have made a Covenant with my choſen, — 


2 Namely, with David my Servant.” True; with 


David as in C 1 ST, or rather 8 K Type of 
| _ CHRIST. 
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i CHRIST, You cannot be ignorant, that CHRIST 5 


is called by this very Name. The LORD, ſpeak- 
ing by the Pr ophet Exckiel, ſays, I will ſet up one 
Shepherd over m_ and he ſpail feed them, even ny 
Servant David. Was David beloved *? CHRIST 
was arty more fo, —Was David G OD's 
choſen one? GZZRIST' was fo likewiſe, and in a 
far ſublimer Senſe, and for infinitely more momen- i 
tous Purpoſes. Was David G0 D's Servant? So 
was FESUS CHRIST; and, by his Services, 
brought unſpeakably greater Hou” to the LORD 
his G OD, than all Kings on Earth, and all the 
Princes of Heaven. — Sever al Parts of this Pſalm, muſt. 
be applied to CHRIST; and if ſeveral of. them mult, 
. the principa of them may and ought. „ . 
He will waſh you in the Blood, which atones, 
and inveſt you with the Rigbteouſneſs, which juſti- 0 
Hes: W. hy ſhou id. you thus put aſunder conti- 
; 5 nually wh OD has joined! ?” How difficult i is 
1 0 ea Mr. /7 ey! When Ajpaſin ſpoke of 
5 CHET5T5 Ris zhtcouſneſs, without particularly men- 
tioning his Blood, you faid it was better to mention _ 


them both together; it behoved us, never to name 3 


the former, wit hout the latter. Vet here, when 
both are mentioned, and the particular Ute of each ” 
is ſpecified, you complain of his putting aſunder 
| what GOD has joined, which, i in Truth, is no diſ- 
Joining, but an Illuſtration and Amplification of the 
unſcarchable Riches of CH „„ . 
60 himſelf, at the laſt Day, pronounces them | 
e becauſe they are intereſted in the Obedi- 5 
ence of the RED EE MER. Rather, becauſe 
8 they are waſhed | in his Blood, and renewed by his 


. 
"8 Bel ved, This is ; the Meaning 75 n 3 David's Name. 


— —— — — — qꝑ́ę . — ß— 


„SPIRIT.“ GOD will juſtify them in the laſt 
Day, in the very ſame Way, whereby he juſtified 
them in this World; namely, becauſe they are inte- 
reſted in the Obedience of the REDEE MER R. AS: 
for their Renewal by the SPIRIT, though it will 
_ then be perfect, yet it will be no Cauſe of their Ac- 
quittal, but the Privilege of thoſe who are acquitted, 
— A Proof of this, at leaſt an Atteſtati ion of it, the 
World has received from your own Pen. „“ For = 
| &« neithe r our own inward nor out ward Rightcouſ- 
« neſs is the Ground of our Juſtification, Holineſs 
c of Heart as well as Holineſs of Life, is not the 
« Cauſe, but the Effect of it. The f5le Cauſe of 
our Acceptance with G OD, is the Richteovſnels 
« and Death of CHRIST, who fulfilled GOD's 
„Law, and died in our Stead.” Excellent Senti- 
7 ments! In theſe may Jever abide e! To theſe may y you. 
alſo return! 
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